
ABSTRACT: Since the first “food pyramid” was introduced in Sweden in 1974—and subsequently adopted and communicated per-
sistently by governments and public health officials worldwide—people in developed countries have been confronted daily with a 
dilemma: Do I reach for the most nutritious food or beverage option … or the most pleasurable option? Nearly five decades on, the rates 
of overnutrition remain unacceptably high. At the same time, in the developing world, despite decades’ worth of agricultural, socio-
political and economic progress, rates of undernutrition also remain unacceptably high. In his talk, Dr. Antonio Tataranni, PepsiCo’s 
Chief Medical Officer, will discuss the company’s determination to create more products that deliver both enhanced nutrition and 
pleasure, and make them available to more people in more places. While foods and beverages are only one of many factors that influ-
ence an individual’s overall health, advances in A.I., digitization and other recent breakthroughs have the potential to enable, acceler-
ate and democratize production of an array of products designed to improve wellbeing. PepsiCo, with its deep technical expertise in 
food manufacturing, and ability to rapidly scale innovation globally, is well positioned to make a positive impact.   But there will 
be obstacles to acknowledge and overcome on that journey: next-generation foods and beverages must be accessible, affordable and 
acceptable to consumers.  Accordingly, F&B companies, regulators, academics, public health officials and others need to reckon hon-
estly with what has and has not worked in the past, and be open to exploring new partnerships and ways of working moving forward. 

PANEL DISCUSSION: A panel of scientists and action leaders will follow the presentation to advance precision convergence science and innova-
tion for behavioral change and ecosystem transformation to go beyond what has been possible thus far for affordable nutrition through foods and 
diets during COVID-19 pandemics and beyond. Taking pulses and produces as entry points, the panel will address challenges and possibilities for 
science and for on-the-ground transformation  at different points in the  complex and dynamic commercial, social and health systems involved in 
transforming these agricultural commodities into affordable nutrition within a convergence economy model powered by digital transformation.  
 

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Convergent Innovation Webinar Series features cutting edge science, technology and innovation in agriculture, 
food, environment, education, medicine and other domains of everyday life  where grand challenges lie at the convergence of health and economics. 
Powered by data science,  artificial intelligence, and other digital technologies, this disciplinary knowledge bridges with behavioural, social, humani-
ties, business, economics, social, engineering, and complexity sciences to accelerate real-world solution at scale, be it in digital or physical con-
texts.  Initiated in the agri-food domain, the series is now encompassing other grand challenges facing modern and traditional economies and socie-
ties, such as ensuring lifelong wellness and resilience at both the individual and population levels.  

For more information or to subscribe, contact: 

sabina.hamalova@mcgill.ca or visit us @MCCHE 

#GlobalPulseDay 

#LovePulses 

Global Pulse Innovation Platform:  
 

Antonio Tataranni, MD is currently the global Chief Medical Officer 
of PepsiCo. As Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Tataranni oversees all aspects of 
the company's efforts to protect its global workforce, products and com-
munities in the face of the COVID-19 pandemic. He also leads PepsiCo's 
Life Sciences strategy and the R&D Fellows Program as its Executive 
Sponsor. Dr. Tataranni joined PepsiCo in September, 2018 as the Senior 
Vice President of R&D Life Sciences, responsible for leading the develop-
ment and execution of a nutrition and bio-sciences strategy in support of 
the company’s portfolio transformation and Winning with Purpose agen-
da. Prior to joining PepsiCo, Dr. Tataranni was a senior executive at Sanofi 
and a senior scientist at the NIH. 

January 28, 2021 
11:00 am EST 

(2 hrs in length) 

Click Here To Join 

Chair: Laurette Dubé (Scientific Director of MCCHE)  

Co-Chair & Moderator: John G. Keogh (Managing Principal, Shantalla Inc. Toronto ) 

Special Panel:  Going beyond what has been possible thus far in nutrition for all through human-centred and  digital-
powered  convergence economy approach: pulses and produces as entry point   

The Opportunity of a Lifetime:  

How Cutting-edge Science and Technology Can Improve the Wellbeing of Food 

The Convergent Innovation Webinar Series: 

Inventing “One-World” Solutions for Lifelong Wellness and 

Sustainable Economic Growth 

https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/mcche
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/87549029574

