
ABSTRACT: Digital transformation goes beyond the use of new technologies and requires an overhaul of organizational 
structures, governance, work processes, culture and mindset.  Because of the huge effort it takes and the lack or shortage of 
resources required to bring the change, many organizations slow down their digitalization process. An impact of that is what 
we saw during the Covid -19 pandemic with many public health agencies struggling to access and utilize quality data essential 
for decision making. There aren’t many success stories in digital transformation in the food safety domain. But, Dubai has a sto-
ry to tell you. Let us look at how the city uses digital technologies to manage food safety and to capture wider benefits of digital 
transformation to address public health challenges. 

PANEL DISCUSSION: A panel of scientists and action leaders will build upon this in-depth economy-level analysis of Canada 
Net Zero strategy to explore challenges and possibilities for the agri-food sector in Canada and around the world, linking to the 
UN SDGs. They will discuss strategies to cascade down and up national policies into sector- and enterprise-level investments, 
innovation pipelines, operations and logistics, laying out key foundation for the integrative digital and institutional architecture 
needed to reach societal scale (e.g., standards, metrics, monitoring, adaptive learning). They will also discuss show effort de-
ployed for Net Zero could be linked to other aspects of development, e.g, Zero Hunger, Affordable Health for All, or Inclusive-
ness, as  suggested in current calls for a  world reset on convergence economy, ackowledging that developed and developing 
worlds share the same planet and harnessing the full power of entrepreneurship and innovation around the globe.  
 
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Convergent Innovation Webinar Series features cutting edge science, technology and innovation 
in agriculture, food, environment, education, medicine and other domains of everyday life  where grand challenges lie at the 
convergence of health and economics. Powered by data science,  artificial intelligence, and other digital technologies, this disci-
plinary knowledge bridges with behavioural, social, humanities, business, economics, social, engineering, and complexity sci-
ences to accelerate real-world solution at scale, be it in digital or physical contexts.  Initiated in the agri-food domain, the series 
is now encompassing other grand challenges facing modern and traditional economies and societies, such as ensuring lifelong 
wellness and resilience at both the individual and population levels.  

For more information or to subscribe, contact: 

sabina.hamalova@mcgill.ca or visit us @MCCHE 

#GlobalPulseDay 

#LovePulses 

Global Pulse Innovation Platform:  
 

Bobby Krishna works as the Senior Food Safety Specialist at the Food Safety Department of Dubai Municipality. 

Bobby completed his bachelor degree in Agriculture Sciences and started his career as a manager in the tea industry 

in India. He received his Master’s Degree in Food Science and Technology from the University of New South Wales 

in Sydney in 2004 and has been working with Dubai Municipality since 2005.  At Dubai Municipality, he was instru-

mental in the development of some of the key food projects that include the design and development of Foodwatch- 

Dubai’s digital food safety management platform; risk based food inspection program; two editions of the Food Code, 

foodborne illness surveillance and investigation system, and the food manager’s certification program popularly 

known as the PIC Program. Bobby has also organized and managed several food safety conferences, workshops, 

scientific meetings, exhibitions and trainings in Dubai, the most popular and significant of them are the fifteen edi-

tions of the annual Dubai International Food Safety Conference. He is a member of ICMSF and an advocate of data 

driven decision making in public health systems. Bobby is a recipient of the NSF International Food Safety Leader-

ship Award as a Trendsetter ( 2013) and the Food Chain Leadership Award (2017).  He has also received the Presi-

dent’s award from the International Association for Food Protection (2012). 
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Chair: Laurette Dubé (Scientific Director of MCCHE)  

Co-Chair & Moderator: John G. Keogh (Professor of Practice, MCCHE; Founder, Shantalla Inc.) 

Food Safety Management: From Digits to Decision Making for Commercial and Social Progress 

The Convergent Innovation Webinar Series: 

Inventing “One-World” Solutions for Lifelong Wellness and Sus-

tainable Economic Growth 

https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/mcche
https://mcgill.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZModOuopzktGtTDhLVr0OFplBJ-_eWvyUhe


Chair: Laurette Dubé, initially trained as a nutritionist, also holds degrees in finances (MBA), mar-
keting (MPS), and behavioral decision-making/consumer psychology (PhD). Dr. Dubé is Full Profes-
sor at the Desautels Faculty of Management, McGill University. Her research focuses on the study of 
affects, behavioral economics, and neurobehavioral processes underlying consumption, lifestyle, and 
health behavior. Her translational research examines how such knowledge can inspire effective inter-
ventions. She is also the founder and scientific director of the McGill Centre for the Convergence of 
Health and Economics, a unique initiative to push the boundaries of science to tackle societal and 
economic challenges and foster individual and collective health and wealth. 

Moderator: John G. Keogh is a strategist, C-level advisor and academic researcher with 25 years of 
executive leadership roles as Director, VP and SVP in global Supply Chain Management, Infor-
mation Technology, Technology Consulting and global Supply Chain Standards. He advises the pub-
lic and private sectors worldwide and is a regular subject matter expert on TV and Radio. Mr. Keogh 
is managing principal at Toronto-based, niche advisory and research firm Shantalla Inc. Mr. Keogh 
holds a PG diploma and an MBA in Management and an MSc in Business and Management Re-
search in transparency and trust. He is currently completing doctoral research on transparency and 
trust in food chains at Henley School of Business, University of Reading. 

Ziynet Boz is an Assistant Professor, Sustainable Food Systems Engineering at the University of 

Florida.  She is skilled at leveraging engineering skills in the combinations of food engineering 

and packaging regardless of the product type, Dr. Ziynet Boz is committed to tackling challeng-

es related to the sustainability of food systems through engineering principles. Prior to starting 

her current role at the University of Florida in October 2020, she focused on a diverse range of 

topics from sustainability to packaging and from food processing modeling to food engineering. 

Dan Weinberger is the co-founder and CEO of Morpheus.Network, a Supply Chain automa-

tion platform with a middleware positioning. He also has an extensive and proven Supply 

Chain track record which includes: UN Supply Chain Expert and UN/CEFACT speaker, Fea-

tured on Fox Business Network & Forbes, George Brown College AI & ISCEA iGBS Advisor, 

International relations and logistics specialist, highly accomplished, and profit-driven Director 

of Operations & CEO with extensive experience in technology, as well as facilitating with For-

tune 500 companies (including Magna, Aecon, GE, Linamar, and Commercial Spring) across 6 

continents.  



Gijs Kleter, PhD, is with Wageningen Food Safety Research, Wageningen, The Netherlands.  He 

has been working at this institute for 20+ years, particularly on safety of genetically modified foods 

and feeds, emerging food risks, international harmonization of safety requirements for biotech 

foods.He was a member and vice-chair of the European Food Safety Authority’s Expert Panel on 

Genetically Modified Organisms until 2015.  He also serves on committees of the OECD - Organiza-

tion for Economic Cooperation and Development and the IUPAC - International Union for Pure and 

Applied Chemistry, and has taught on line courses on biosafety for the United Nations Industrial De-

velopment Organization for many years.  In 2016, he led a mission in Nigeria exploring the issues 

surrounding pesticide residues in dried cowpea, after findings of excessive levels had triggered an 

EU import ban. 

Arnaud Montpetit is the Chief of Strategy and partner at Logient, an international digital transfor-

mation firm with headquarters in Montreal, Quebec City, Tunis and Mexico, after a successful mer-

ger of his consulting business earlier in 2022, .  Arnaud teaches business models and organizational 

design at the bachelor’s and EMBA’s level at the Sherbrooke University and gives accredited cours-

es for the Quebec Government on the same subject. Over the years, Arnaud helps clients such as Ali-

mentation Couche-Tard, TD Insurance, Bell and Hitachi Capital tackle complex digital challenges.  

Samuel Fosso Wamba is Associate Dean for Research at TBS Education, France, and a Distin-

guished Visiting Professor at The University of Johannesburg, South Africa. He earned his 

Ph.D. in industrial engineering at the Polytechnic School of Montreal, Canada. He also holds 

two master’s degrees: one MSc in mathematics from the University of Sherbrooke in Canada 

and another MSc in electronic commerce (major: computer science) from HEC Montreal, Cana-

da. His current research focuses on the business value of I.T., inter-organizational systems adop-

tion, use and impacts, supply chain management, electronic commerce, blockchain, artificial 

intelligence for business, social media, business analytics, big data, and open data.  

Lawrence (Larry) Goodridge holds the Leung Family Professorship in the Canadian Research In-

stitute for Food Safety at the University of Guelph. He is a native of Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, and 

received his Ph.D. from the University of Guelph with a major emphasis in Food Microbiology and 

Food Safety in 2002. Following a Post-Doctoral Fellowship at the University of Georgia, he accept-

ed faculty positions at the University of Wyoming in 2003, Colorado State University in 2006, and 

McGill University in 2013, where he held the Ian and Jayne Munro Chair in Food Safety, and was 

Director of the Food Safety and Quality Program. His primary research interests include the use of 

genomics to solve food safety problems. He applies bacteriophages to control the growth of food-

borne pathogens, and also developms rapid tests to detect foodborne and waterborne pathogens with 

an emphasis on Escherichia coli O157:H7, Salmonella spp, and Listeria monocytogenes, foodborne 

viruses, and foodborne toxins.  


