
ABSTRACT: The industry welcomes the effor t done by policy makers, such as the European Commission, aiming at building a 
green digital framework for the energy transition. Digitization of the energy sector is happening and will affect many areas of society. Eve-
ryone involved, be that in policy or industry need to actively play a role and ensure that the transformation will be a success for the society, 
economy, and industry. The entire landscape of the energy system is shifting as the industry experiences a rapid pace of change. With this 
comes the need for a profound transformation through digitalization. Digitalization of the energy sector is crucial to meet climate goals and 
secure a sustainable future, as it enables greater penetration of renewables, higher network efficiency and innovative customer services. 
There are several examples of where digitization can be applied to the energy. With the backdrop of a needed harmonized regulatory 
framework at the EU and the international level, the governments engagement with various stakeholders will increase the availability of 
digital solutions in the energy sector. To fully reach a well-functioning market, future legislation should not stifle growth nor act as an ob-
stacle for the development of innovative businesses. Legislation should enable the market to overcome barriers and allow data flows to 
ensure that it creates opportunities for everyone involved. Ultimately, policy makers should help businesses grow and reach digital and 
sustainable goals.  

 

PANEL DISCUSSION: A panel will follow with scientists and action leaders to advance convergence science and innovation at the 
food, health, medicine and healthcare  interfaces for  addressing challenge and possibilities afforded by open-sciences in accelerating world
-scale transformation toward sustainable prosperity. Discussion will also explore how digital transformation of science, business and socie-
ty can  accelerate the bridging of seemingly incompatible commons and value-capture logics, capabilities, processes and impacts 

 

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Convergent Innovation Webinar Series features cutting edge science, technology and innovation in 
agriculture, food, environment, education, medicine and other domains of everyday life  where grand challenges lie at the convergence of 
health and economics. Powered by data science,  artificial intelligence, and other digital technologies, this disciplinary knowledge bridges 
with behavioural, social, humanities, business, economics, social, engineering, and complexity sciences to accelerate real-world solution at 
scale, be it in digital or physical contexts.  Initiated in the agri-food domain, the series is now encompassing other grand challenges facing 
modern and traditional economies and societies, such as ensuring lifelong wellness and resilience at both the individual and population 
levels.  

For more information or to subscribe, contact: 

sabina.hamalova@mcgill.ca or visit us @MCCHE 

#GlobalPulseDay 

#LovePulses 

Global Pulse Innovation Platform:  
 

Eugenio Longo is the Sustainability Director at Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) Europe. 
In his role, Eugenio leads the TCS European Sustainability Strategy definition and implementa-
tion, and provides steering and governance to help the Europe’s Management team to define 
clear and actionable goals and targets. Prior to TCS, he was the head of Sustainability and EU 
Affairs in the Strategy and Group Development team of Borealis, where he developed a sustain-
ability strategy focusing on Energy and Climate, the Circular Economy, Health and Safety, Sus-
tainable Finance and Industrial Policy. Eugenio is a Subject Matter Expert (SME) in the Circular 
Economy and in policy shaping to advance sustainability-driven business models at corporate, 
industry, regional and global level. He played a key role in shaping and advancing Borealis’ 
Circular Economy (CE) strategy and supporting the development of the EU Strategy on Plastics. 
The Borealis CE strategy was recognized by the front-running New Plastics Economy (NPEC) 
initiative at the Ellen MacArthur Foundation (EMF) and by the Circular Plastics Alliance. Thanks 
to his work, Borealis sits on NPEC’s Advisor Board. Eugenio holds a Bachelor of Chemical Engi-
neering from McGill University (Montre al, Canada) and a Master from the University of Ferrara 
(Italy), in Polymer Science and Technology. 
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Click Here To Join 

 

Chair: Laurette Dubé (Scientific Director of MCCHE)  

Co-Chair & Moderator: John G. Keogh (Professor of Practice, MCCHE; Founder, Shantalla Inc.) 

A sustainability framework and sectoral digitalization:  
The case of energy 

The Convergent Innovation Webinar Series: 

Inventing “One-World” Solutions for Lifelong Wellness and Sus-

tainable Economic Growth 

https://www.mcgill.ca/desautels/mcche
https://mcgill.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vcuGppz4jGdRVzEoiXlatL2cVHuTRySpL


Chair: Laurette Dubé, initially trained as a nutr itionist, also holds degrees in finances (MBA), 

marketing (MPS), and behavioral decision-making/consumer psychology (PhD). Dr. Dubé is Full 

Professor at the Desautels Faculty of Management, McGill University. Her research focuses on the 

study of affects, behavioral economics, and neurobehavioral processes underlying consumption, life-

style, and health behavior. Her translational research examines how such knowledge can inspire ef-

fective interventions. She is also the founder and scientific director of the McGill Centre for the Con-

vergence of Health and Economics, a unique initiative to push the boundaries of science to tackle 

societal and economic challenges and foster individual and collective health and wealth. 

Moderator: John G. Keogh is a strategist, C-level advisor and academic researcher with 25 years 

of executive leadership roles as Director, VP and SVP in global Supply Chain Management, Infor-

mation Technology, Technology Consulting and global Supply Chain Standards. He advises the pub-

lic and private sectors worldwide and is a regular subject matter expert on TV and Radio. Mr. Keogh 

is managing principal at Toronto-based, niche advisory and research firm Shantalla Inc. Mr. Keogh 

holds a PG diploma and an MBA in Management and an MSc in Business and Management Re-

search in transparency and trust. He is currently completing doctoral research on transparency and 

trust in food chains at Henley School of Business, University of Reading. 

Salim Lahmiri is an Assistant Professor  in the depar tment of supply chain and business tech-

nology management at the John Molson School of Business, Concordia University, Montreal. He 

holds a Master of Engineering degree (M.Eng) from the department of electrical engineering at 

École de Technologie Supérieure (Montreal) and Ph.D degree from the department of computer sci-

ence at University of Quebec at Montreal. He is associate editor of various academic journals; name-

ly, Expert Systems with Applications, Engineering Applications of Artificial Intelligence, Machine 

Learning with Applications, Machine Learning and Knowledge Extraction, Chaos Soliton & Frac-

tals, and Entropy.  His research interests are in artificial intelligence, data science, and pattern recog-

nition with applications in finance, marketing, economics, healthcare, and biomedical engineering.   

Steve Simske, PhD is a Professor  of Systems Engineer ing at Colorado State University since 

2018. Steve was formerly at HP and HP Inc from 1994-2018, and was an HP Fellow, Vice President, 

and Director in HP Labs. He is the author of roughly 500 publications and more than 200 US patents. 

He is an IS&T Fellow, and its immediate past President (2017-2019). Steve is the Steering Commit-

tee Chair for the ACM DocEng Symposium, which meets annually. Dr. Simske was a member of the 

World Economic Forum Global Agenda Councils from 2010- 2016, including Illicit Trade, Illicit 

Economy and the Future of Electronics. In his 20+ years in industry, Steve directed teams in research 

on 3D printing, education and learning, life sciences, sensing, authentication, packaging, analytics, 

imaging and manufacturing. His books “Meta-Algorithmics,” “Meta-Analytics,” and “Functional 

Applications of Text Analytics Systems” address intelligent systems. He is currently co-authoring 

books on Industrial Inkjet Printing (Wiley, 2nd ed., 2021) and Composition (2022). At CSU, Steve 

has a cadre of on-campus students in Systems, Mechanical, and Biomedical Engineering, along with 

a larger contingent of on-line/remote graduate students researching in a wide variety of disciplines, 

from GAN-driven imaging to the history of science. His information is available here. 

https://www.engr.colostate.edu/se/steve-simske/


Robert K. Dixon is currently Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary, Office of International Affairs, US De-

partment of Energy, Washington, DC, USA. He formerly led climate and chemical investments at the Global 

Environment Facility (GEF), The World Bank Group, Washington, DC, USA. Dr. Dixon also led an industrial 

chemistry research and development program sponsored by Allied Chemical Corporation (1979 to 1982) and co-

authored a U.S. patent for fertilizer formulation and applications (1988). He was a principal scientific advisor to, 

and startup investor in, Mycorr Tech, Inc. (1986 to 1989), a biotechnology firm subsequently acquired by Plant 

Health Care, Inc. Dixon is editor-in-chief of the international scientific journal, Mitigation and Adaptation Strate-

gies for Global Change since 1997. He was Guest Editor of Climatic Change and Energy Policy and currently 

serves on the CRC Press Sustainable Energy Development Editorial Board. He has authored, co-authored, or edit-

ed more than 125 journal articles and several books on energy and environment science and policy topics. Dr. 

Dixon earned his B.S, M.S. (1979) and Ph.D. (1982) degrees from the University of Missouri. 

Evgueni Loukipoudis is the CTO of Canada’s Digital Technology Supercluster. Before joining the Superclus-

ter, he was the CTO of McKesson Medical Imaging and then Change Healthcare and prior to this, as a senior 

leader in Agfa Healthcare he co-led the digital transformation of that corporation. Evgueni has also been part of 

technology start-ups and participated in several open industry-wide and standadization initiatives. He holds an 

MSc in Mathematics and a PhD in Computer Science from the University of Sofia, Bulgaria. His interests include 

digital health, medical imaging, distributed ledger technology, linked open data and machine learning. 

Katherine Foster is member  of the Supervisory Board of the EIT Food (Europe’s leading food innovation 

initiative), an Advisor to the Digital Economist and the Open Earth Foundation where she is leading out the 

collaborations with the new UNFCCC Global Innovation Hub. A former Canadian Diplomat specializing in 

human security and climate, Katherine has been spearheading innovation at the nexus of technology, policy 

and sustainable development for 30 years. She has held leadership roles at Climate-KIC (Europe’s Climate 

Innovation Initiative) and the Green Digital Finance Alliance including as Sherpa to the UN Secretary Gen-

eral's Task Force on Digital Financing of the SDGs.  Katherine is on the leadership team of the Climate Chain 

Coalition, and a member of the Expert Panel of the EU Blockchain Observatory, the BIS Digital Green Bond 

Project Genesis, and the ESMA FISC Working Groups. She is an active contributor to digital innovation pro-

grams, accelerators, research and educational initiatives globally.  Katherine is Swiss-Canadian and currently 

based in Fribourg Switzerland.  

Simon Langlois-Bertrand is a research associate at the Institut de l’énergie Trottier at Polytechnique Montre-

al. Specialist in energy politics and policy as well as in international relations, he has taught political science at 

Concordia University, at the Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), and at McGill University. 

With university training in international affairs, in political science, and in computer and industrial engineering, 

his work focuses on the analysis and teaching of the political, social, and technical challenges related to sustaina-

ble development and energy policies, particularly surrounding low-carbon transitions. 

Dr. Paul Thomassin is a Professor  of Agricultural Economics at McGill University.  He received his Ph.D. 

and M.S. from the University of Hawaii at Manoa and his B.Sc. (Agr.) from McGill University.  His research are-

as include: agricultural and environmental economics, macroeconomic analysis of food and agriculture policies, 

food safety, and the economics of climate change.  Dr. Thomassin has provided advice to: the UN Standing Com-

mittee on Nutrition, the UN Convention on Biological Diversity, the UN National Institutes of Sustainability and 

the Ministry of Environment of Japan, the OECD, and the Government of Canada.  Dr. Thomassin is a Research 

Fellow at the Center for Interuniversity Research and Analysis of Organizations (CIRANO).  He was a founding 

director of the McGill Centre for the Convergence of Health and Economics.  He has been a Visiting Professor at 

the William S. Richardson, School of Law, at the University of Hawaii, Visiting Fellow at the National Centre for 

Development Studies at the Australian National University, and Honorary Professor in the Division of Science 

and Technology at the University of Auckland. 


