
 

 

 

OCTOBER 2, 2020 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF MEDICINE 

It may be that this is our last weekly message that doesn’t discuss a certain virus that may be 
impacting our lives to a much greater extent in the coming weeks. Ignorance is bliss! 

McGill DOM continues to shine in many respects: 

We had great CIHR project grant success rate (see details below).  

We are looking forward to a virtual Lucian week start Oct 5th (see details below). The 
prestigious Lucian award is provided to a world leader in cardiovascular science who provides 
lectures at McGill, engages in small group sessions with potential McGill collaborators and 
obtains a collaborative operating grant.  

We attract the best and the brightest. We continue our series introducing you to 2020 

appointees (see below). 

We have stellar teachers that we love to brag about. In honor of World Teacher Day, please 

see a few of our teaching award winners this year. 

Happy reading and see you next week! 

CIHR March 2020 Project Grant Funding! 

Congratulations to Dr. Kristian Filion at the Lady Davis Institute, for success in obtaining new 
CIHR funding for the project he is leading with a number of co-applicants, including Dr. Oriana 
Hoi Yun of DOM - Population-based assessment of pharmacological treatments for gestational 

diabetes. 

Congratulations to Dr. Andrew Karaplis at the Lady Davis Institute, for success in obtaining 
new CIHR funding for the project he is leading Targeting Vitamin D Metabolism in Osteoarthritis. 



Congratulations to Dr. Yves Longtin at the Lady Davis Institute, for success in obtaining 
funding from CIHR for the project he is leading with co-PIs Dr. Vivian Loo, Dr. Emily 
McDonald and Dr. Todd Lee and co-applicants Dr. Charles Frenette and Dr. Louis-Patrick 
Haraoui of DOM - Effectiveness of Identifying C. difficile Asymptomatic Carriers on the 

Incidence of C. difficile Infection (EFFICACI): A Stepped Wedge Cluster Randomized Trial. 

Congratulations to Dr. Suhad Ali at the Research Institute of the MUHC, for success in 
obtaining new CIHR funding for the project she is leading – with co-applicant Dr. Jean-Jacques 
Lebrun of DOM - Molecular and Mechanistic Investigations of the Role of Prolactin in Women's 
Health: A Focus on Breast Morphogenesis and Suppression of Tumorigenesis. 

Congratulations to Dr. Jean Bourbeau at the Research Institute of the MUHC, for success in 
obtaining new CIHR funding for the project he is leading Sublingual Fentanyl for acute relief of 
breathlessness in patients with advanced COPD: A randomized double blind, placebo-
controlled, crossover design trial. 

Congratulations to Dr. James Brophy at the Research Institute of the MUHC, for success in 
obtaining new CIHR funding for the project he is leading – with co-applicant Dr. Ariane Marelli 
of DOM - Evaluating the Trajectory of Aortic Stenosis (AS) in Quebec patients - Diagnosis, 
Treatments, and Outcomes. 

Congratulations to Dr. Sabah Hussain at the Research Institute of the MUHC, for success in 
obtaining new CIHR funding for the project he is leading – with co-applicant Dr. Marco Sandri 
of DOM - MYTHO: An uncharacterized FoxO-dependent gene that controls autophagy and 
skeletal muscle mass. 

Congratulations to Dr. Stéphane Laporte at the Research Institute of the MUHC, for success in 
obtaining new CIHR funding for the project he is leading Functional and structural 
understanding of angiotensin II type 1 receptor biased signaling. 

Congratulations to Dr. Jun-Li Liu at the Research Institute of the MUHC, for success in 
obtaining new CIHR funding for the project he is leading Matricellular protein CCN5/WISP2 
mediates a synergistic stimulation of pancreatic beta-cell expansion by IGF-I and Wnt signaling. 

Congratulations to Dr. Nancy Mayo at the Research Institute of the MUHC, for success in 
obtaining new CIHR funding for the project she is leading Health-Related Quality of Life and 
Aging: Measuring what Matters to Older People. 

Congratulations to Dr. Kevin Schwartzman at the Research Institute of the MUHC, for success 
in obtaining new CIHR funding for the project he is leading with co-applicants - including Dr. 
Christina Greenaway and Dr. Richard Menzies of DOM - Tuberculosis in Canada: Modeling 
to Inform Elimination. 

Congratulations to Dr. David Stellwagen at the Research Institute of the MUHC, for success in 
obtaining new CIHR funding for the project he is leading The role of TNF in stress-induced 
synaptic and behavioural change 

Reminder –> Lucian Week 



Dr. Joseph A. Hill is the 2019 recipient of the Louis and Artur Lucian Award 
for Research in Circulatory Diseases. Dr. Hill received the award this year for 
his seminal work on the molecular mechanisms responsible for pathological 
cardiac remodelling events such as cardiac hypertrophy and for developing a 
number of innovative lines of investigation for therapeutic intervention. 

Dr. Hill will be presenting his research during the “virtual” events of Lucian 
week – schedule follows. 

 

Tuesday, October 6, 2020 at 12:00 p.m. 

“Crisis Now…Worse Coming: Cardiovascular Medicine Going Forward” 

McGill University Health Centre and Jewish General Hospital Medical Grand Rounds  

https://msss.zoom.us/j/97724610607?pwd=WHRna1V6Q2VacVZXTDhvL3BtQUE2QT09 

 

Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at 12:00 p.m. 

“Renovations in the House of Medicine” 

Lucian Lecture 

https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/97891703025 

 

Friday, October 9, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. 

“HFpEF: Model, Malady, and Mechanism” 

Lecture for McGill Basic Science Departments 

https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/98123968875 

Announcements of Newly Appointed Faculty 

Dr. Jessica Thériault was appointed to the McGill Department of Medicine, as 
Assistant Professor, in July 2020. Dr. Thériault is in the Division of Physiatry. 

Dr. Thériault earned her medical degree at l’Université de Sherbrooke, 
completed her residency at l’Université Laval and subsequently completed post-
graduate training in Neuromuscular Disease at McGill University. 

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Theriault to our staff.   

 

Dr. Chan Gao was appointed to the McGill Department of Medicine, as 
Assistant Professor, in July 2020. Dr. Chan is in the Division of Physiatry. 

Dr. Chan earned his medical degree at Peking University and pursued four 
years of  orthopaedic surgery residency in China. He a PhD in bone 
regeneration at McGill, followed by additional residency training in Physiatry at 
Vanderbilt University and subsequent post-graduate training in Sports Medicine 

https://msss.zoom.us/j/97724610607?pwd=WHRna1V6Q2VacVZXTDhvL3BtQUE2QT09
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/97891703025
https://mcgill.zoom.us/j/98123968875


at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City. Dr. Chan Gao will spend 50% of his time on research.  

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Chan Gao to our staff.   

 

Dr. Arielle Mendel was appointed to the McGill Department of Medicine, as 

Assistant Professor, in July 2020.  

Dr. Mendel earned her medical degree at Western University, completed internal 
medicine residency at the University of Toronto, followed by rheumatology 
residency at McGill University. She pursued additional training in vasculitis at the 
University of Toronto and obtained a Master of Science in Quality Improvement 
and Patient Safety from the Institute of Health Policy, Management, and 

Evaluation. Dr. Mendel will continue to advance her research in the field of patient safety in 
rheumatic diseases.  

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Mendel to our staff.   

 

Dr. Sophie Wojcik was appointed to the McGill Department of Medicine, as 
Assistant Professor, in July 2020. Dr. Wojcik is in the division of rheumatology. 

Dr. Wojcik earned her medical degree at l’Université de Montréal and then 
completed Internal Medicine Residency training and a fellowship in 
Rheumatology at McGill. Dr. Wojcik pursued additional training and conducted 
research in spondylitis at the University of Toronto. Dr. Wojcik will continue to 
advance her research in the field of the spondylitis and will establish a multi-

disciplinary clinic with dermatology and gastroenterology to provide a coordinated approach to 
the care of these complicated diseases. 

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Wojcik to our staff.   

World Teacher Day – Monday, October 5, 2020 

Oct 5th is World Teacher’s Day and we’d like to take this opportunity to thank and celebrate the 
many teachers in the Department of Medicine.   In addition to the clinical teaching that we 
continue to provide, in the context of the pandemic, many members quickly adapted their 
didactic teaching to a zoom or other virtual format, and kept up the teaching of first and second 
year medical students in spite of RAMQ withdrawal of compensation.  Dr. Nathalie Saad, Chair 
of Undergraduate Medical Education for our Department deserves our gratitude for her 
leadership during this challenging time.  

Although we have many excellent teachers, and this list is likely incomplete, here are a few 
teaching award winners during the past year, both faculty and residents, that we’d like to 
highlight:  

Dr. Stephane Beaudoin and Dr. Amal Bessissow:   

Co-winners of the Douglas Kinnear award for best teaching as 
voted by the MGH core internal medicine residents. 

 

 
 



 

Dr. Marcel Behr:  John Embil Award for Mentor of the Year from the Association 
of Medical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Talat Bessissow:  Best Teacher as voted by the residents in the GI training 
program (2019-20)  

 

 

 

 

  

Dr. Firass Georgie – Louis G. Johnson award for best resident teacher as 
voted by the RVH core internal medicine residents. 

 

 

 

 

  

Dr. Mathew Hannouche – Medical Students Champion Award from the 
Canadian Federation of Medical Students. 

 

 

 

 

  

Dr. Khaled Isselmou (no photo available): JGH Fellow of the Year Award to the Fellow who 
most contributes to the training of JGH Core internal medicine residents.  

 

  

Dr. Maral Koolian:  Teacher of the Year  

Department of Medicine, Jewish General Hospital 

 

 

 

  



Dr. Khue Ly (no photo available):   

Phil Hill award for clinical teaching at the Royal Victoria Hospital 

 

  

Dr. Linda Ofiara: J.A.P. Pare Award for best teacher in Respirology.  

 

 

 

 

  

Dr. Vanessa Tardio:  Best teacher as voted by the residents in the 
Endocrinology Training Program.  

 

 

 

  

Dr. Sara Tomaszewski: Lorne Cassidy Award for best resident  teacher as 
voted by the MGH Core internal medicine residents.   

 

 

 

  

 

Dr. Emily Trinh: Best teacher in Nephrology as voted by the Nephrology 
Residents. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Best, 
Marc 
 
Marc Rodger MD FRCPC MSc (Epidemiology) 
Chair, Department of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, McGill University 
Physician-in-Chief, McGill University Health Center 
Harry Webster Thorp Professor of Medicine 

 


