
 

 

 
 

JUNE 5, 2020 

 

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF MEDICINE 

Safe Learning Environment – the challenge continues! 
 
We are using the participation rate as a gauge of your willingness to improve the 
learning environment. 
 
The Division of GIM is definitely in the lead with the most members having already 
completed the session, however only 10% of DOM clinical faculty members have thus far 
completed the the 1-2 hour online module offered by the Royal College “Little things make 
BIG differences: Recognizing and Managing Disruptive Behaviour in the Clinical 
Environment”.  

Please complete the session http://www.royalcollege.ca/rcsite/ppi/disruptive-behaviour-e 
without further delay and then forward your certificate to 
medicine.reception@muhc.mcgill.ca  

 

Appointment of Dr. Ning Zi Sun, Program Director, Internal Medicine 
Residency Training Program 
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We are delighted to announce the appointment of Dr. Ning-Zi 
Sun as the Program Director for the Internal Medicine Residency 
Training Program, effective July 2020, for a 4-year term. We are 
excited to have an accomplished education scholar, strong 
organizational leader and passionate trainee advocate as our 
CORE IM Program Director. 
Dr. Sun will lead our many training partners in ensuring that we 
exceed accreditation standards, deliver on the Competence 
Based Design framework and establish/maintain best practices in 
postgraduate medical education. 
 
Dr. Sun is succeeding Dr. Ahsan Alam who has served as 
Director of the Internal Medicine Training Program with distinction 
for the past 7 years. We wish to thank Dr. Alam for his dedication, 
hard work and advocacy on behalf of our trainees. His empathic 

approach and leadership will be missed by many trainees and faculty in this role. 

 

8th Annual FRQS info session – June 23, 2020 from 4:30-6:00 pm 

For the past seven years, DOM has organized an annual FRQS annual information session, 
led by Dr. James Brophy and Dr. Kevin Schwartzman, former and current scientific officers 
at FRQ-S respectively. 
 
At this year’s Zoom session, Drs. Brophy and Schwartzman will present information and tips 
related to the application and review process for Chercheur-boursier clinicien and 
Chercheur-boursier awards at the Junior 1 and Junior 2 levels, with particular emphasis on 
clinical and epidemiological aspects. 
 
This year, the department is extending an invitation to the Faculty of Medicine -> Go big, or 
go home! 
 
Registration will be via Survey Monkey – distribution to follow shortly.  

 

McGill Medical Student Student Electives Requests 

Since McGill students won’t be travelling elsewhere for electives, we expect to see many 
more requests than usual for local med student electives.  
 
Please be as accommodating as possible, to provide our students with ample training 
opportunities to permit an informed career choice. Be mindful that their opportunities are 
limited this year.  

 



 

Increased Med Student Enrolment 

McGill Faculty of Medicine will be admitting greater numbers of students over the course of 
the next three years, in response to a request from the provincial government to train more 
family physicians. In July 2020, place will be made for an additional 24 students, followed by 
two more spots in 2021 and three more in 2022, putting the numbers at the highest McGill 
level on record.  

 

Chercheur Clinicien/Hors PEM status 

Chercheurs cliniciens “Seniors” (CCS) may now remain hors PEM after completion of their 
awards if approved by MSSS/McGill. This is also conditional on a cap of 50% of specialty-
specific billing. We ask Chercheur Clinicien Senior holders to strongly consider this path, 
which will maximize PEM availability for the benefit of our patients and colleagues. 

 

DOM in NEJM! A randomized Trial of Hydroxychloroquine as Postexposure 
Prophylaxis for Covid-19 

Congratulations to McGill DOM Faculty Drs Matthew Cheng, Emily McDonald and Todd Lee 
for their contributions to this hugely important, rapidly conducted and high quality trial. A 
clear demonstration of the power of collaboration to quickly change practice. 
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2016638?query=featured_home 
 

 
 

Best, 
Marc 
 
Marc Rodger MD FRCPC MSc (Epidemiology) 
Chair, Department of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, McGill University 
Physician-in-Chief, McGill University Health Center 
Harry Webster Thorp Professor of Medicine 
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