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Message from 
Dean Elham Emami

Dr Emami is a clinician-scientist, 
professor and Dean of the Faculty 
of Dentistry since 2018.

This year we are heading towards the 100-year anniversary of the Faculty of 
Dentistry’s transformation from a department in the Faculty of Medicine to an 
independent Faculty that remains a role model for dental schools around the 
world. As such, there is no better time to reflect on what has helped us reach our 
goals in the past, and what will allow us to meet even greater ambitions in the 
future. From inspiring generations of dental professionals as proud McGillians to 
giving countless smiles to people in our community, philanthropy remains the 
lifeblood and legacy of the Faculty of Dentistry.

After the first year of my stewardship of the 
Faculty as Dean, I have had the pleasure of 
seeing the strength and resilience of our 
community. Thank you all for giving our 
Faculty the power to fly on the wings of 
success: in training future-ready dental professionals, research that changes lives 
through innovation, and providing services to the communities that deserve but 
cannot afford oral health services. 

While the Faculty of Dentistry is one of the smaller faculties at McGill, you have 
the biggest hearts. The impact of your support is a testament to this; it is what 
propels us to new heights, allowing us to exceed our potential and set even greater 
ambitions. Simply put, philanthropy allows us to make a difference together. 

Faculty History: McGill University was 
founded in 1821. First established 
as a department in the Faculty of 
Medicine in 1904, Dentistry became an 
independent Faculty in 1920.
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SERVING THE COMMUNITY
Philanthropic support keeps our community clinics running, and it also helps us 
develop new plans for community-based programs to reach even more people in 
need of oral health services. It also helps us increase the number, quality, and 

variety of services that we provide to those who are in our priority list.

TRAINING FUTURE-READY DENTAL PROFESSIONALS 
Your gifts to the Faculty help us meet the demand of students applying to 
Dentistry at McGill, and also enable us to empower our students by giving them 
financial support in the form of need- and merit-based funding, raising their sense of 
social responsibility, and immersing them in global health initiatives via outreach and 
international mobility programs. Moreover, philanthropic support in this area allows us 
to offer our students a modernized curriculum with the newest technology and tools, in 

addition to attracting and retaining world-class instructors and professors. 

BOOSTING RESEARCH THAT CHANGES LIVES
Research is an important part of what makes the Faculty of Dentistry stand out among 
other dental schools. Funding from philanthropic sources is what allows us to host 
more Canada Research Chairs, research awards, scholars and research funds than 
other faculties. Your support gives us the capacity to get innovative research projects 
and initiatives off the ground and train scientists who have the capacity to make 
transformative impacts on science and health policy. With your help, the Faculty of 
Dentistry is moving beyond traditional research towards revolutionary science that 

benefits the health and well-being of both Canadians and people around the world. 

As McGill celebrates its bicentennial and enters its third century, the Faculty of 
Dentistry is also celebrating a milestone of its own: over 100 years of excellence, 
dedicated teaching, community engagement, and innovative oral health research. 

I am very happy to have the oppportunity to celebrate the Faculty of Dentistry’s 
100-year anniversary with you all.

Your generosity and support fuel our ability to keep pushing boundaries, to reach 
further to even more people in need, and to provide world-class training to our 
undergraduate and postgraduate students, the future leaders in dentistry and 
craniofacial science. Thank you for your important role in our 100-year history, 

and in the story we will tell in the next century. 

Bravo et merci à vous tous. Nous sommes reconnaissants de votre générosité et 
votre engagement à soutenir la Faculté de médecine dentaire.

Elham Emami
Dean and Professor
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made her feel right at home. In addition to 
making the most of student life, Rachel was 
elected to be her class president, which allowed 
her to partake in class council and facilitate the 
rich sense of comradery between faculty and 
students. “From my very first day at McGill, I 
recognized the vibrant culture in the Faculty of 
Dentistry and knew I wanted to be immersed 
in it.”

“Part of our curriculum as first year dental 
students includes assisting the senior students 
in McGill Dentistry’s Outreach program,” 
Rachel explains, “which provides free or 
reduced cost dental care to Montrealer’s who 
could not afford it otherwise.” And because 
Rachel’s duties at the time only allowed her to 
shadow senior students in their practice, she 
wanted to find a different way of giving back to 
the community.

Only a few months into her first year at 
McGill, she did just that. “Seeing the care 
and compassion senior students gave their 
patients made me want to contribute more, 
and inspired me to launch McGill Dentistry 
Gives Back, a student-led fundraising effort 

Two years ago, DMD student Rachel Korman 
had to make a difficult decision many students 
face. Where should I apply to university? And 
moreover, in what program? But for Rachel, the 
decision came easy. 

“My parents are both McGill alumni, so when 
the time came to choose a University, the 
choice was simple: I was happy to follow in their 
footsteps, but I also immediately felt a sense of 
belonging from McGill’s welcoming atmosphere 
and its beautiful campus.” 

Before that, Rachel worked a number of jobs; 
she was a lifeguard at her community pool, 
the neighborhood’s go-to babysitter for a time, 
she was a tutor and even shadowed instructors 
at her local pre-school. That’s what made 
her choice of program an easy one to make: 
“given my background in community service, 
enthusiasm for helping others—and as an 
amateur baker, I’m most comfortable working 
with my hands—dentistry felt like a natural fit.”

GIVING BACK TO THE COMMUNITY
As soon as Rachel entered the DMD program, 
the Faculty of Dentistry’s close-knit community 

Learning       
  by Doing

Students Benefit from 
Every Act of Giving



5FACULT Y OF DENTIS TRY

that creates fun and engaging activities to raise 
funds for the Faculty of Dentistry’s Service to 
the Community Program.” From bake sales to 
accessible spin classes, McGill Dentistry Gives 
Back generates funds that directly support the 
efforts of students in the Faculty’s outreach 
initiatives.

What makes this project unique is that it 
unites dentistry students across all years—
both senior students who already practice on 
patients and students entering the program 
who don’t yet—in a shared dedication to 
giving back to the community. Rachel and her 
classmates exemplify the fact that compassion 
and altruism remain our profession’s greatest 
strengths.

OPPORTUNITIES THAT OPEN DOORS
Scholarships and bursaries are invaluable 
pathways to success, and provide opportunities 
that open doors to students. In Rachel’s case, 
receiving the J.W. McConnell Scholarship in 
her first year is what allowed her to put the 
time and effort into launching McGill Dentistry 

Gives Back. “I also received Summer Research 
Scholarships in 2017, 2018 and 2019,” she 
adds, “which fueled my interest in research.” 
Reflecting on her experience at McGill thus far, 
Rachel noted, “I wouldn’t be able to give back to 
the community without receiving the support 
of others myself. Scholarships and bursaries are 
so important to student outreach efforts.”

GIFTS THAT CREATE LEARNING
As students in the DMD program move into 
their third year, they put everything they’ve 
learned into practice. “In the past year,” Rachel 
notes, “I’ve had the privilege of learning in the 
Faculty’s state of the art pre-clinical simulation 
labs.” Now, Rachel and her classmates will have 
the opportunity to consult patients and deliver 
treatments in the Undergraduate Teaching 
Clinic. “I’m grateful that I get to learn by doing, 
and to do so with the best and latest dentistry 
tools the profession has to offer.”

The impact of your support cannot be 
understated: philanthropy is what provides our 
students with the facilities, equipment, and 
fundamental skills they need in order to become 
master clinicians and community leaders.

Dentistry has the power to change lives. When 
it comes to giving back, students like Rachel are 
already making a difference.

I wouldn’t be able to give back to 
the community without receiving 
the support of others myself.

Dentistry Class of 2021 Service to the Community, 
Seeds of Change Crowdfunding Campaign



WHATWHAT kinds of gifts have 
our donors made?

Major Gifts ($25,000+)
70%

Planned Giving
1%

Other
1%

Annual Fund (<1000$)
5%

Leadership Annual Fund Gifts ($1000-$24,999)
23% Of the donors who made 

Leadership gifts this year, 
almost half made their 
largest gift to date.

48%

WHO
Foundations
68%

Alumni
29%

Friends of the Faculty
1%

Other (corporations, parents, 
students, and faculty/staff)
2%

WHO are our 
donors?

THE IMPACT 
OF GIVING

$1.4M+
raised in 2018-19

A milestone year for 
the Faculty of Dentistry.
All thanks to the 
support of our donors.



Leadership Annual Fund Gifts ($1000-$24,999)
23%

WHEREWHERE do your 
gifts go?

Facility & Education

Student Support

Dean’s Fund

Research

Service to the Community

% of dollars given % of donors

  
NEAR  FAR

YOUR SUPPORT COMES FROM 
NEAR AND FAR

U.S.A.            International

Quebec           Ontario       Rest of Canada

3%

20%
46%

24%

8%

BY THE 
NUMBERS

69 Alumni
Reunion Class Gift

69 Alumni 
made a gift to their 
Reunion Class Gift.

This chart shows where and in what 
numbers your gifts are made, and which 
areas are in need of greater support.

Reunion Class Giving programs allow 
McGill alumni to commemorate their 
graduation by making a collective 
gift to the University, ensuring that 
current and future students have the 

same opportunities that they did.

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
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Inspiring 
the Next 
Generation 
of Dental 
Professionals

TEACHING IS LEARNING
Bill started teaching in the Faculty of Dentistry 
in 2005. But when clinical director Jeffrey 
Myers asked him if he would consider filling 
a vacancy in the Multidisciplinary Clinic, Bill 
was reluctant at first. “Between practicing and 
managing my own clinic, raising children, and 
being an involved member in my community…I 
didn’t know if I would have the time. That was 
almost 15 years ago, and I haven’t regretted my 
decision to take up Jeffrey’s offer for a minute.”

“I like so many things about teaching,” Bill 
continues, “I like the enthusiasm for learning 
my students show every day, their high energy 
level, and their intelligence. I like challenging 
them to think outside the box: what is the best 
treatment plan for each individual patient? 

A BELIEF THAT ENDURES
When asked what motivates the many acts 
of kindness and generosity he makes for the 
Faculty of Dentistry, Dr. Bill Steinman (DDS ‘73) 
had a simple answer: “I have always believed in 
the concept of giving back.”

The importance of giving back is the belief 
that brought Dr. Steinman to McGill for 
his training in dentistry, and it’s a belief 
that endures to this day. From supporting 
his alma mater, volunteering in Dentistry 
outreach programs, to working tirelessly with 
senior students as a clinical instructor in the 
Undergraduate Teaching Clinic, Dr. Steinman 
continues to champion the values shared in 
the profession.

“Completing my DDS allowed me to achieve 
great things,” Bill claims, and chief among 
them, “my ability to give back is all thanks to 
my time at McGill.”

I have always believed in the 
concept of giving back.

Each year, McGill University alumnus 
Dr. William Steinman (DDS ‘73) supports 
his alma mater in a multitude of ways. 
In addition to being a master clinician, 
Dr. Steinman shows that compassion 
and generosity remains our profession’s 
greatest strength.



GIFTS THAT HAVE TRANSFORMATIVE IMPACT
Between his distinguished career in both 
practice and teaching, in addition to his 
generous acts of giving, Bill believes he has set 
an example his children can look up to. “My 
son Andrew decided to follow a similar path, 
and completed his Doctor of Dental Medicine 
degree in 2012.” When his son was a McGill 
student, the Faculty of Dentistry had an 
ongoing campaign to support the development 
of a new and long sought-after dental clinic. 
“I’ve always been a donor, and after very little 
thought I decided to purchase a dental chair 
for the Faculty’s new clinic.” 

It’s a gift that has contributed to the learning 
of countless dentistry students—and, in 
fact, the many patients that have received 
treatments in it. It’s also a gift that doesn’t 
go unrecognized: “Every student who treats a 
patient in chair 30  can read the plaque with 
my name as well as my wife’s, Rona. I like to 
think my belief in giving inspires them to do 
the same in the future, as well.”

What do you do when a crown doesn’t fit? 
Is the best treatment a root canal, crown 
lengthening followed by a crown or an implant 
supported crown? I particularly like showing 
them the little tricks that I’ve learned from my 
mentors, and from years of practicing—tricks 
that quite often solve a dilemma they are 
having. I like getting emails from my former 
students telling me they thought of me today 
when they used one of those tricks, or asking 
me my opinion on a case they are working on.”

Bill continues to work with students on Fridays. 
It’s become something he looks forward to 
every week; “it’s also a fun way to start my 
weekend.” “And of course by teaching,” Bill 
adds, “I am at the same time always learning.”

Every student that treats a 
patient in chair 30 can read the 
plaque with my name...I like to 
think my belief in giving inspires 
them to do the same.
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Message from 
the Faculty of Dentistry 
Advancement Team

Dear Friends,

Thank you for everything you make possible in the Faculty 
of Dentistry here at McGill University. By linking your 
passions with your philanthropy, you are driving the work 
that our students, faculty and staff do every day.

In our last fiscal year, you and over 680 alumni and 
friends contributed $1.4 million in donations to the 
Faculty of Dentistry. While this report provides a glimpse 
of the effects your gifts can have in the present, the 
transformative impact of your generosity will be felt for 
decades to come.

Carol D’Souza,
Julie Brown,
Natacha Lachaine



11FACULT Y OF DENTIS TRY

Through your unwavering support, 
you are helping to advance:

Julie Brown,
Development Officer

Carol D’Souza,
Development Administrator

Natacha Lachaine,
Associate Director of Development

THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE
By supporting scholarships and bursaries, you are fueling possibility and 
making the university more accessible to students from all walks of life. By 
investing in our facilities, equipment and curriculum, you help our students 

become leaders in dental science. 

SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY
You are bolstering the Faculty of Dentistry’s mission to promote oral health 
and quality of life in the whole population. With your generosity, our award-
winning Service to the Community Program continues to help and support 

those around us who are underserved and in need.

OUR IMPACT - EVERYWHERE
Your help allows the Faculty of Dentistry to invest in innovative methods 
and technologies, producing research that changes lives. You are supporting 
faculty members, students and staff as they work near and far to improve 

the health and well-being of all.

Thank you for your partnership,  
and for your belief that together, we can make the world smile.

Best wishes,



University Advancement
carol.dsouza@mcgill.ca 
514-398-7203 ext. 0188

Thank you.
OVER 625 ALUMNI CONTRIBUTED TO THE FACULTY 
OF DENTISTRY’S ANNUAL FUND IN 2018-19. WHILE 
WE WOULD LIKE TO PUBLISH A COMPREHENSIVE LIST 
OF OUR LEADERS IN PHILANTHROPY, MANY WISH 
TO REMAIN ANYONYMOUS. THIS LIST REPRESENTS 
OUR STRONGEST SUPPORTERS, WHO PROVIDED  
LEADERSHIP GIFTS, CONTRIBUTING $1000 OR MORE.

Faculty of Dentistry 
2001 McGill College Ave. Suite 500
Montreal, QC H3A 1G1Contact
Produced & Designed by
David Leblanc, Communications Administrator

Merci.
PRINCIPAL’S CIRCLE
John E. Pappel, DDS
Jeffrey Meeks, DDS
Jacques Thibault, DDS

GOVERNOR’S CIRCLE
Andrew T. Bourke, DDS
Lesley A. David, DDS
Dr. John & Mrs. Ann Gourley, DDS
Vinh Nguyen, DDS

CHANCELLOR’S CIRCLE

Thomas Bergman, DDS
John D. Fenwick, DDS
Robert E. Gibbons, DDS
Dr. Sarra Gibreel
Lloyd Herman, DDS
Mitchell Josephs, DDS
Jean Kavanagh, DDS
Crystal and Arthur Lau, C.M., F.R.A.I.C

Earl Lerner, DDS
Gerard Melki, DDS
Craig Mook Sang, DDS
Dr. Richard & Mrs. Claudia Robinson
Sam Sgro, DDS
Michael Wiseman, DDS

DEAN’S CIRCLE
Edward J. Abrahams, DDS
Charles Alleyn, DDS
Kenneth C. Bentley, DDS
Peter J. Broderick, DDS
Brent Brooks, DDS
Lancelot Brown, DDS
Ian Cameron, DDS
Marco Caminiti, DDS
Fraser Clokie, DDS
Peter Coakley, DDS
Peter Collins, DDS
Michael Cronin, DDS
Van Duc Nguyen & Mai Do, DDS
Bruce Dobby, DDS
Louis Drouin, DDS
John Drummond, DDS
Ronald Ducham, DDS
Aaron Dudkiewicz, DDS
Elham Emami, DDS
William Finkelstein, DDS
Stephen Fitch, DDS
George Fortier, DDS
David Fownes, DDS
Donald Friedlander, DDS
Howard Allan Gossack, DDS
Michael Ian Gossack, DDS
Simon Robert Gossip, DDS
Susan Gail Greenwald, DDS

Douglas Hamilton, DDS
David Hirsch, DDS
Michel Kakon, DDS
Lorna G. Katz, DDS
Bruce Kennedy, DDS
Michael Mechanic, DDS
Leonard S. Mendell, DDS
Kenneth Douglas Morehouse, DDS
Paul Morton, DDS
Jonathan O’Dea, DDS
Margaret Onoszko, DDS
Evangelo Papoutsis, DDS
Johanna Pham, DDS
Warren M. Retter, DDS
Michael Rorke, DDS
Dr Martin Rousseau
John Rowat, DDS
Erle Schneidman, DDS
Leonard Schwartz, DDS
Melvin Schwartz, DDS
John Sidorchuk, DDS
Myron Stein, DDS
William Steinman, DDS
Lorraine Thaker, DDS
Richard Topolski, DDS
Nicolino Vincelli, DDS
Jeremy Werbitt, DMD
Dr. Marvin & Mandy Werbitt
Lorne Wiseman, DDS
Edwin Yen, DDS


