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IN THIS ISSUE

BRINGING THE world TO 

THE CLASSROOM
 (and vice versa)

F
or our graduate students, we have recently re-opened our non-thesis masters 
program and we are also working with other Faculties and Departments at 
McGill to develop a new interdisciplinary health sciences doctoral program. 
The latter is a necessary evolution because the complexity of today’s research 

questions demands a multifaceted approach. Researchers with an interdisciplinary 
training will be better able to tackle the complex health and social problems of the 
21st century and will have an advantage in a research environment where funding is 
becoming more and more competitive to obtain. So our commitment to an interdis-
ciplinary health PhD is a commitment to a broader, more diverse education and to 
creating researchers that will make a strong contribution to improving oral health 
and oral health care. 

Because providing our students with the best possible 
learning environment is always a priority, we are 
constantly looking for diverse ways of improving 
the education of our dental students, residents, and 
graduate students. This effort demands advances in 
facilities and curricula, but also requires following a 
clear vision so that the education we provide also 
refl ects the way we perceive our role in the university 
and in society.
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 MESSAGE FROM THE DEAN

This commitment to diversity in teaching and learning op-
portunities and experiences takes other forms as well. After 
two years of research, the Principal’s Task Force on Diversity, 
Excellence and Community Engagement is preparing its re-
port. Among the issues discussed by the Task Force is the 
diversity of students attending McGill University. In many 
ways we can boast enormous diversity; students attending 
McGill come from a broad variety of ethnic and cultural back-
grounds and we have a higher proportion of international stu-
dents than any other university in Canada. But in other ways, 
we remain quite homogeneous: McGill’s students generally 
come from quite privileged backgrounds. And the Faculty of 
Dentistry is no different.

The Faculty has no trouble attracting the sons and daughters 
of dentists, doctors and other professionals, and we are very 
happy with these excellent students. However, the Faculty, 
society and the profession will benefi t if we can generate 
more diversity in our student body. So we need to recruit a 
wider range of students, especially those from marginalized 
communities who are more likely to take their new profes-
sional expertise back to those communities. In addition, 
a broader undergraduate mix will give our students greater 
insights into a wide variety of social, economic and cultural 
backgrounds. 

We could achieve this diversity by simply waiting for students 
to apply – we get many very good applicants. But many desirable 
potential students would never think of applying, so we have 
to be proactive. We must reach out to communities where 
students are unlikely to consider either dentistry as a profession 
or McGill as a place to study. We must consider establishing 
scholarships based on need to bring these potential dentists 

to our Faculty. And we must visit CEGEPs and other universities 
across the province to ask students, “Why not study dentistry 
at McGill? Pourquoi pas?”

We are also encouraging our students to reach out to a 
greater diversity in the people we serve. There is a deep cultural 
chasm between the well-educated health care professional 
and the underprivileged patient with little education or from a 
different cultural background, and too often interactions involve 
all sorts of avoidable misunderstandings, especially concerning 
health problems. So we must train our students and residents 
to understand this socio-cultural dynamic in order to interact 
more effectively with their patients. We want also to instill in 
our students and residents a desire to imagine innovative 
ways of providing patient care. These are some of the reasons 
we are so excited about our new satellite clinic: The Jim Lund 
Dental Clinic at Welcome Hall Mission. Like our other “satellite 
clinic” in pediatric dentistry at the Montreal Children’s Hospital, 
the Jim Lund Dental Clinic at Welcome Hall Mission will offer 
students and residents a different experience with 
patients and with alternative models of dental care delivery. 

As always in the Faculty, we have much to be proud of. 
These ideas and projects I have been describing are but some 
of the many things going on in this dynamic unit, as you will 
discover as you read through this newsletter. Enjoy your read 
and please let us know what you think.

F
ournir à nos étudiants le meilleur milieu d’appren-
tissage possible est une priorité constante. Voilà 
pourquoi nous cherchons sans cesse de nouvelles 
façons d’améliorer la formation en médecine dentaire 

des étudiants de premier cycle et des cycles supérieurs ainsi 
que celle des résidents. 

Nous avons récemment relancé notre programme sans 
mémoire pour les étudiants des cycles supérieurs et nous 
collaborons avec d’autres facultés et départements de McGill 
à l’élaboration d’un nouveau programme de doctorat interdis-
ciplinaire. Ce nouveau programme refl ètera notre engagement 
à élargir le champ d’apprentissage et à former des chercheurs 
qui contribueront à l’amélioration des soins de santé dentaire. 

Nos étudiants proviennent de divers horizons culturels, 
mais ils sont pour la plupart issus de milieux privilégiés. Nous 
souhaitons recruter des étudiants de tous les milieux, y compris 
ceux appartenant à des collectivités marginalisées, plus 
susceptibles de mettre leurs nouvelles compétences profes-

sionnelles au service de leur communauté. Pour ce faire, 
nous devons aller à la rencontre de ces communautés, là où 
même les meilleurs candidats n’envisagent probablement pas 
la dentisterie comme profession ni McGill comme lieu 
d’études. Nous devons envisager l’octroi de bourses en fonction 
des besoins, afi n d’attirer ces dentistes potentiels dans notre 
Faculté. 

Nous encourageons également nos étudiants à offrir leurs 
services à plus de classes de citoyens et à imaginer de nouvelles 
façons de fournir des soins aux patients. Voilà quelques-unes 
des raisons qui font que nous sommes si heureux de notre 
nouvelle clinique satellite, la clinique dentaire Jim Lund située 
à Mission Bon Accueil. 

Comme toujours dans notre Faculté, il y a plusieurs 
raisons d’être fi ers. Nous vous souhaitons une bonne lecture. 
N’hésitez pas à nous faire part de vos commentaires.

MESSAGE DU DOYEN
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T
hat’s how it has been. But a change has come, thanks 
to a collaboration between McGill’s Faculty of Dentistry 
and Welcome Hall Mission. This February saw the 
offi cial launch of the Faculty’s second satellite clinic: 

the Jim Lund Dental Clinic at Welcome Hall Mission (the fi rst 
satellite clinic, at the Montreal Children’s Hospital, was featured 
in the 2010 newsletter). 

Paul Allison, Dean of Dentistry, and Cyril Morgan, Welcome 
Hall Mission’s CEO and Executive Director, fi rst discussed the 
possibility of a permanent clinic during a mobile outreach 
clinic at the Mission in 2009. “What happens if someone has 
dental work but then has a problem?,” Morgan recalls asking 
Allison. “We could send them to a hospital, but many of the 
people we serve don’t want to go to the hospital. They feel this 

BRINGING dentistry
 TO THE PEOPLE

JIM LUND DENTAL CLINIC
 AT WELCOME HALL MISSION OPENS ITS DOORS

 Dr. Marie Dagenais and Dr. Jeffrey Myers at the Jim Lund Dental Clinic at Welcome Hall Mission.

Saint-Henri is one of Montreal’s most impoverished communities. Not sur-
prisingly, dental care has not been easily available for those homeless men and 
youth served by Welcome Hall Mission, in the heart of the neighborhood, nor 
for the area’s young families struggling to meet the rent while putting food on 
the table. For many living in and around St. Henri costs are prohibitive.

 FEATURE
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is a safe environment, though, so we thought it would be good if we could establish a 
dental clinic.” The absence of a clinic for homeless and impoverished people in Montreal 
was startling. “There are clinics in Ottawa, Toronto, Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary… 
what’s wrong with Montreal?,” he says. “We need a clinic serving marginalized people 
who cannot afford dental work.”

Soon, the Faculty and the Mission were in action, fundraising and drawing up designs. 
Once begun, the process took less than a year. The clinic, fully equipped and with two 
chairs (and a third to come) began initial operations in late November 2010, when the 
supervising dentist, Paul Sweet, DMD’09, began treating patients, ironing out any 
kinks, and ensuring that the clinic had everything it needed. Among the features: a 
computer system linked to the Montreal General Hospital, so if necessary a specialist 
can be contacted remotely to advise on challenging cases.

The clinic is not only good for the patients. It will also serve as an important training 
site for third and fourth year dental students. “We need to give students the opportu-
nities to treat these patients so they are comfortable with them after they graduate,” 
says Marie Dagenais, Associate Dean (Academic). “We also want them to be aware 
of the different ways of delivering dental care, and a satellite clinic in an underprivi-
leged area like this is an important way of meeting this goal. They will learn about 
communicating with patients from different socioeconomic backgrounds, and about 
the specifi c needs of these people.” So while most of the dental work performed will 
be quite basic – cleaning teeth and fi lling cavities – students will also acquire valuable 
social awareness skills .

“Students are very positive about the dental outreach program and raise a lot of 
money for it,” says Jeffrey Myers, Associate Dean (Clinical Affairs). “But the mobile 
clinic doesn’t have all the facilities that a fi xed clinic has, so the range and speed of 
services will be much better here.” The different pace, and a fully equipped clinic, will 
allow students to treat patients more comprehensively.

The students arrived in January, and quickly made an impact. “The Dentistry outreach 
program has changed my view of dentistry as a profession,” said fourth-year student 
Quyen Su in an interview with the McGill Reporter. “When people aren’t at their optimal 
dental health, it disrupts the way they function and how they integrate themselves 
into society.” 

Currently the clinic operates two chairs twice a week, with plans to increase to 
three chairs and more hours as dictated by demand and, perhaps more crucially, 
McGill’s capacity to provide the staff. “It is growing very quickly. We were able to book 
all the spots for the fi rst four weeks within a day, so there is a need,” says Myers. 
“We’ll see what happens. We’ve left it very loose, so that the clinic could have the 
ability to do whatever we need it to do for the community and our students.” The patients 
will come from Welcome Hall Mission but also other agencies; for instance, two other 
shelters, The Old Brewery Mission and La Maison du Père, have been invited to refer 
patients. “It will be a beacon in the community,” Morgan insists. “It will be a magnet. 
People need these services.” 

PAUL SWEET, DMD’09, RETURNED FROM A ONE-YEAR RESIDENCY IN ROCHESTER, NY, 

IN THE SUMMER OF 2010 to work at the McGill Dentistry summer clinic. “Teaching 

was a lot of fun,” he says. “I enjoyed passing on my experience – limited as it was – and 

I think the students enjoyed having me.” His enthusiasm and aptitude made an im-

pact on the Faculty, and he was hired as the fi rst staff dentist at the Jim Lund Dental 

Clinic. In the fi nal weeks of 2010, Sweet and dental assistant Pauline Celestin saw 

about fi fty patients while ensuring the clinic was in top operating condition before 

the students arrived. “Everything is brand new, which is great,” he says. “We’ve seen a 

wide range of patients and dental conditions.”

WANT TO SUPPORT

THE JIM LUND DENTAL CLINIC

AT WELCOME HALL MISSION? 

CONTACT NATHALIA PORRAS AT 

NATHALIA.PORRAS@MCGILL.CA 

OR CALL 514-398-1706.

   Jordan Benjamin, Marguerite Blais, 

Cyril Morgan, Dr. Paul Allison, Dr. Yves 

Bolduc, Prof. Heather Munroe-Blum, 

Dr. Paul Sweet , Shan Sun 
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LAYING THE GROUNDWORK:
 JOANNE CHOUINARD,

 MANAGER  EXTRAORDINAIRE

T
his year Joanne Chouinard, the Faculty’s 
manager of clinical administration at the 
Montreal General, added the Welcome 
Hall Mission clinic to her portfolio. “I 

had not been involved in a start-up project in 
years,” she says. “I enjoyed following something 
from the start and to its fruition.”

 Once construction at Welcome Hall Mission 
was underway, there was operatory equipment 
to acquire, instruments and supplies to order, 
deliveries and installations to coordinate, and 
fi nally, facilities to clean and prepare – all jobs 
directed by Joanne, working with Anne Sandoe 
of the MGH’s undergraduate teaching clinic and 
newly hired dental assistant Pauline Celestin. 
“Although we tried to think of everything, we 

kept discovering more items we needed,” Joanne says. “For example, the very fi rst 
patient booked needed adjustment on newly received immediate dentures, and we 
had neither PI paste nor acrylic fi nishing burs.”

But any headaches were temporary. “I met many wonderful people, among the 
staff at Welcome Hall Mission, our suppliers and some of the Welcome Hall Mission 
clients,” she says. “I’ve enjoyed every minute of it.”

UNDER-RATED VIRTUE: “Reliability.  Nothing is more comforting than knowing there is 
someone special on whom you can always rely.”
BEST DINNER PARTY: “I would invite Johnny Depp, John Cusack, and Kevin Kline, three 
of my favourite actors, and enjoy discussing movies, theatre and acting all evening.  
And it wouldn’t be too hard on my eyes either.”
GREATEST EXTRAVAGANCE:  “I’m not very extravagant – perhaps a manicure and pedicure 
once in a while.”

DIGITIZING
PATIENT RECORDS

IN JANUARY THE FACULTY WENT FULLY 

DIGITAL FOR ORAL RADIOGRAPHS, and in 

July started converting to electronic pa-

tient records for odontograms, progress 

notes and photographs. “Electronic patient 

records enhance patient safety because 

they are easier to read, they don’t get lost, 

tracking individual procedures is much sim-

pler, and it is a repository we can access across 

distances,” explains Jeff Myers, Associate 

Dean (Clinical Affairs). “A specialist at the 

Montreal General Hospital can search 

through the records of a patient at Wel-

come Hall Mission or elsewhere.” 

Students have adapted rapidly to the 

new system. “They write better notes in 

charts now because they take the time to 

correct themselves,” says Marie Dagenais, 

Associate Dean (Academic). The system will 

also ease the storage crunch at the MGH, 

where the chart archive is bursting out of 

its fi ling cabinets. Says Myers, “With digital 

archiving, we just need a bigger hard drive.” 

FROM TEACHING TO TRIATHLONS

 FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS

“S
tudents really appreciate seeing live patients with mouth 
diseases. It reinforces what they learn from lectures,” says 
associate professor Peter Chauvin, director of Oral 
Diagnostic Sciences. Peter Chauvin  set up the Oral 

Pathology Teaching Clinic at the Montreal General several years 
ago so students and residents could gain experience from seeing 
patients with mouth diseases. The clinic is one instance of 
Chauvin’s commitment to students, which was recognized when 
he won the 2010 Howard Katz Teaching Award. “I truly enjoy my 
interactions with students,” he says. “I love it when they come up 
with good questions or ideas.”

Chauvin became interested in pathology as an anatomy student 
at McGill, and has been teaching oral pathology at McGill since 
1992. He is active in other professional activities as well, serving 
on the medical advisory council for the Canadian Pemphigus 
and Pemphigoid Foundation. “These rare blistering and peeling 
diseases are important because the dentist might be the fi rst to 
make the diagnosis,” he says. He has also recently served on a 
committee developing guidelines for bisphosphonate treatments 
and oral care in patients taking medications for osteoporosis in 
general.
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 FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS

“

Despite his full slate of professional activities, Chauvin 
has energy to burn. In the summer of 2010 he completed his 
fi rst sprint triathlon, the Valleyfi eld Triathlon, and plans to 
repeat this year. “I’ve been swimming since always,” he says. 
“The triathlon was a natural progression. With the Katz prize 
I thought I would reward myself with something healthy, so I 
bought a road bike at the beginning of the summer.” In addi-
tion to triathlon training and swimming as a member of the 
Pointe-Claire Masters swim team, he also enjoys skiing. “I 
completed my Level 1 ski instructors program last December, 
and I am now certifi ed with the Canadian Ski Instructors 
Association,” he reports. “So I have another job lined up if 
teaching oral pathology doesn’t work out.”

YOU CAN NEVER HAVE TOO MANY… friends.
GUESTS FOR THE BEST DINNER PARTY EVER: Family & friends
I SEE THE BENEFITS OF MY EXPERIENCES AT MCGILL… when my 
students become great General Dentists and Dental Specialists.
ONE DAY I HOPE TO… Travel the world.

SUMMERTIME IN THE DENTAL CLINIC: 
ROMANTHA DESCARTES BRINGS THE SUN

I 
absolutely love the summer clinic,” enthuses Romantha 
Descartes, Patient Service Coordinator and Summer 
Clinic Coordinator (Faculty of Dentistry) at the Montreal 
General Hospital. “I’m on an adrenaline rush the entire 

time.” During the academic year, Descartes plans the assign-
ment of patients while serving as troubleshooter and informal 
therapist for students. But in March she begins contacting 
potential participants, fi lling appointments for the July clinic 
that will see students treat many who would not be able to 
afford dental care. “It’s a lot of work, but the challenge is 
nothing compared to how you feel at the end of the day. A lot 
of the kids who come in here have never been to a dentist, so 
they are terrifi ed,” she says. “But they realize you are here to 

do something good for them, so they give you a chance. My 
goal is to see them come back, knowing they want to be here.”

She also acts as a resource for the students. “They don’t know 
what to expect during the summer clinic, but they embrace it. I 
tell them it will be the most challenging thing they will do 
here,” she says. The students, like Romantha herself, rise to 
the test. “People come to the clinic expecting miracles, and at 
least some leave feeling they have received one.”

GUESTS FOR THE BEST DINNER PARTY EVER? “I’m not sure about 
the party part of it, but I hope it will be the best dinner ever!!: 
Bono, Kanye West, Katie Couric, Bill Clinton, Ellen DeGeneres, 
Ricky Gervais, Julian Assange, Tony Kornheiser, Michael Wilbon  
and Martha Stewart (who else will prepare dinner?).”
FAVOURITE BOOK: I have read The Lord of the Rings every year 
for the past 10 years” 
FAVORITE SONG: U2’s “Unforgettable Fire / Where the Streets 
have No Name” 



8 FOCUS | DENTISTRY – SPRING 2011 – MCGILL UNIVERSITY

MCGILL’S PERIODONTICS REVOLUTION

T
he latest pedagogical innovation 
is Veronique Benhamou’s McGill 
Periodontology blog, where stu-
dents access class notes and case 

studies, communicate with Benhamou, 
and contribute to discussions. No wonder 
that Benhamou, Director Periodontics, 
Undergraduate Teaching Clinic, won the 
2009 Howard Katz Teaching Award.

Her students also have an insight into 
cutting edge technologies. Benhamou has 
collaborated with Vancouver-based bio-
pharmaceutical company Ondine for almost 
fi ve years to explore a new laser therapy 
called photo-disinfection. “We clean the 
gums and then apply a photosensitive dye 
that we illuminate with a low-level therapy 
laser. The light activates the dye so that it 
forms oxygen radicals that then kill bacte-

ria,” she explains. Trials are very promising, 
and Benhamou has traveled to India, Japan 
and other countries to demonstrate the 
technology. And McGill students are learn-
ing about this new process, along with 
more conventional therapeutic options. 

“We encourage students to try them all,” 
she says.

Some students even gain experience in 
cross-cultural periodontics. At least once 
a year Benhamou takes six students to 
impoverished areas of the world, including 
regions of Ecuador, and most recently 
Peru, to provide dental care. “We want to 
bring relief to dental pain and infection, 
but also to expose students to practicing 
under these conditions and to awaken 
some empathy in them so they understand 
how their knowledge can really help people 
who need assistance,” she explains. The 
students, who fund their own trips, have 
embraced the concept. “Even though it’s hot 
and they don’t eat or sleep well and they 
work hard, they still love it,” she says. 
“And so do I.”

ACCOMPANYING VERONIQUE BENHAMOU ON 

HER TRIP TO PERU were faculty dentists 

Robert Clark, Gerard Melki, Kinga Baskai, 

Antony Turcotte and Michael Pasoff, along 

with hygienist Marie-Eve Robillard, dental 

assistants Marie-Andrée Lessard and Tom 

Masterson, and students Heather Chance, 

Mira Wassef, David Powell, Esther Feldman, 

Shuang Liu, and Carley Rapoport. In seven 

working days, the team saw over 700 

patients and performed 820 extractions, 465 

restorations, seven endodontic surgeries, 

three periodontic surgeries, and hundreds of 

fl uoride treatments. They also distributed 

over a thousand toothbrushes and tubes of 

toothpaste.

Students have seen some big changes in McGill’s periodontics program recently, 
including fully restructured third and fourth year courses and some new energetic 
young faculty members.

 FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS

Friday September 23, 2011
DIGITAL RADIOGRAPHY 

Ms. Rita Bauer

HOMECOMING 2011: THE ERNIE 

AMBROSE LECTURESHIP SERIES 

Friday October 14, 2011
THE PROS AND CONS OF 

EARLY ORTHODONTIC TREATMENT

Dr. Paul Korne    
IMPLANT DENTISTRY’S 

LEARNING CURVE: IT’S UGLY 

AND IT’S FAR FROM OVER

Dr. Warren Libman        
ANSWERS TO COMMON QUESTIONS

IN PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY 

Dr. Erle Schneidman      

Friday November 4, 2011 
PRACTICE MANAGEMENT

Dr. Mitchell Josephs

November 18, 2011
CURRENT IMPLANT ISSUES

Dr. Dennis Tarnow

December 9, 2011
TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT

DISORDER

TBA

January 21, 2012
VENEERS

Dr. Peter Stutman

February 24, 2012
GERIATRICS

Dr. Michael Wiseman

March 16, 2012
SLEEP APNEA

Dr. Patrick Arcache

COMING UP IN CONTINUING EDUCATION

www.mcgill.ca/dentistry/continuing-ed
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A
t the Montreal Children’s Hospital, the team of Geneviève 
Chiasson, Richard Emery, and Deborah Iera ensure 
that young patients receive the best surgical treatment – 
and have a good time in the process. 

“We see a lot of patients with special needs,” says Iera, 
Director of Undergraduate Studies for Oral Surgery. Sometimes 
the surgeries require an operating room, and in other cases the 
patients present management needs – from behavioral to logis-
tical – that cannot be met easily by most private practices. 

Among the issues that the OMF surgeons must consider is 
just how their patients will “grow into” their surgery. “Children 
are growing, and everything you do can affect this process,” 
says Chiasson, who joined the MCH’s Dental Clinic in summer 
2010 and is a specialist in craniofacial surgery. “Surgery for 
cleft lip and palate is both functional and aesthetic. We want 
them to be able to eat and breathe well, and at the same time 
we want them to look good at the end. And some patients, 
including syndromic kids, need different kinds of surgery at 
different stages of life.” As a result, the OMFS team is careful 
to keep track of patients over time to gauge how surgery is 
affecting their growth. The team is also working with 
colleagues to develop a protocol for treating juvenile idiopathic 
arthritis affecting the growth of the temporomandibular joint.

“In pediatric surgery you see your patients more often and in 
different stages of their lives, so you create a bond,” says Iera. 
“Many kids need hospital care, and it’s nice to be able to help 
them.” And, adds Chiasson, “We have to make it fun all the time 
for them, and for us too – you can’t have a sour face at work. The 
more you work with kids, the more you appreciate it.” 

 

SURGERY FOR
 YOUNG PATIENTS

The challenges of oral and maxillofacial 
surgery escalate when the patients are 
children. 

 FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS

D
r. Fakhry is the Director of McGill’s GPR program, 
the largest in Canada, with a yearly enrollment of 
twenty-four residents spread across fi ve hospital 
centers: the Montreal General Hospital, the Royal 

Victoria Hospital, the Montreal Children’s Hospital, the Sir 
Mortimer B. Davis Jewish General Hospital and the Queen 
Elizabeth Oral Health Center. The program provides advanced 
training in general dentistry to recent graduates seeking 
to refi ne their skills while working alongside their medical 
colleagues in the healthcare system.  

Since taking over the directorship of the GPR program in 
March 2010, Dr. Fakhry’s focus has been on advancing its 
mission of patient care, research, and community service. 
“We have a great program but we can always improve on 
what we are doing,” says Fakhry, who is working closely with 
the GPR site directors to revise and strengthen the educa-
tional curriculum. “This task begins with evaluating where 
we are today, defi ning where we want to be, and identifying 
the strategic steps needed to keep us on the path of growth 
and achievement. We are also working on a competency system 
to ensure that the residents consistently meet the program’s 
learning objectives.”  

“McGill’s General Practice Residency 
(GPR) program in Dentistry attracts 
top candidates from across Canada 
and the United States,” says Associate 
Professor Ali Fakhry.

EDUCATING RESIDENTS
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 FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS

NEW APPOINTMENTS

ASSISTANT PROFESSORS

DR. MARTA CERRUTI, MS’01, PHD’04 (UTORINO) 

Dr. Cerruti is jointly appointed as an 
assistant professor with the Faculty 
of Dentistry and the Department of 
Mining and Materials Engineering 
in the Faculty of Engineering and 
Computer Science. Her work investi-
gating biomaterials for bone and 
tooth regeneration will be a valuable 

asset to the Faculty’s research effort, where her knowledge 
will help further develop the impressive synergy of the bio-
materials and the mineralized tissues research groups. She 
completed her doctorate in Chemistry at the University of 
Torino in Italy, and comes to McGill after post-doctoral 
research at the University of California at Berkeley and North 
Carolina State University. 

DR. GENEVIÈVE CHIASSON, DMD’04 (ULAVAL), 

MDT’05 (MCGILL), MSC’09 (MONTEFIORE) 

Dr. Chiasson is an oral-maxillofacial 
surgeon specializing in pediatric and 
adult craniofacial surgery. She joined 
the Faculty’s OMFS division as an 
assistant professor in summer 2010, 
and will instruct craniofacial-pediatric 
oral and maxillofacial surgery at the 
Montreal General Hospital and the 

Montreal Children’s Hospital. Her expertise will enhance 
both student instruction and patient treatment. She comes 
to McGill from the London Health Sciences Centre in Ontario.

ADJUNCT PROFESSOR

DR. ELHAM EMAMI, DDS’86 (TEHRAN), MSC’05, 

PHD’09 (MONTRÉAL)

Dr. Emami joins the Faculty as an 
adjunct professor, bringing with her 
experience as a prothodontist and 
clinician-scientist who has carried 
out extensive research into oral 
health and society. As an Assistant 
Professor and Director of the Oral 
Health and Rehabilitation Unit in the 

Faculté de médecine dentaire at the Université de Montréal, 
she has also developed a solid pedagogical track record. 
Emami’s primary research explores the connections be-
tween individual oral health, overall health, and public health; 
her research has also involved clinical trials, cancer epide-

miology, and community-based research.

FACULTY LECTURERS

   KATYA ARCHAMBAULT, DMD’95 (ULAVAL), 

CERT. IMPLANT DENT’09 (NY U) 

  COLLETTE BOULOS, DMD’07 (MCGILL)

  JANET CHAN, DMD’09 (UDEM)

   VOLONG DAO, DMD’05 (UDEM), RES OMFS 

(MONTEFIORE) 

  LAURENT FRANCO, DMD’05, MSC PROS’09 (UDEM) 

  MARINA KRILOVA, DMD’06 (MCGILL), 

   GEORGE KYRITSIS, DMD’96 (UDEM), MSC’99 

(BOSTONU)

  NAIMA LIAMANI, DMD’08 (MCGILL)

  ARIANE NAMIRANIAN, DMD’09 AND GPR’10 (MCGILL) 

  PAUL SWEET, DMD’09 (MCGILL)

  TERESA LO, DMD’07 (MCGILL), AEGD’08 (UMARYLAND)

  ACHILLES TSIALTAS, DMD’00 (UDEM), MDT’01 (MCGILL)

  ATHENA DIAMANDIS, DMD’06 (MCGILL)

  ROY RAVIV, BSC’05 (MCGILL), DMD’09 (MCGILL)

  JENNIFER SLON, DMD’09 (MCGILL)

   JEREMY WERBITT, BSC’03 (MCGILL), DMD’07 (MCGILL), 

CERT. PERIO 2010

  STEFAN CIOBANU, DMD’09 (UDEM)

   TAMARA FINKELSTEIN, BSC 2001 (MCGILL), DMD’07 

(MCGILL)

MICHELLE DION: 

ASSISTANT TO THE DEAN

Michelle Dion joined the Faculty 
on December 6, 2010, as the new 
Assistant to the Dean, replacing 
outgoing Dean’s Assistant Marnie 
Taylor. Michelle fi rst arrived at 
McGill in 2005, working initially 
at the university’s Legal Services 
and then Facilities Operations 

and Development. Dentistry marks her first Faculty 
appointment. “Everyone here has given me a very warm 
and genuine welcome,” she says. “There will be a big 
learning curve, but I’m very happy to be here.”
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“A WONDERFUL JOURNEY”: 
MARNIE TAYLOR SAYS

FAREWELL TO DENTISTRY

A 
few days later she 
was riding the VIA 
train to her new 
home in White Rock, 

British Columbia, where she 
will be closer to her daughter. It 
marked the end of one voyage, 
and the beginning of another. 

When Marnie arrived in the 
Faculty of Dentistry in 1982, 
she had no previous university 
experience. But the academic 
world suited her well. “I worked 
as Assistant to the Dean for fi ve 
wonderful deans: Ken Bentley, 
Ralph Barolet, John Blomfi eld, 
Jim Lund, and Paul Allison. 
They were all different,” she 
says, “but I had tremendous fun 
working for all of them.”

When not managing the deans, she also was involved with the Faculty’s graduate 
studies program, multidisciplinary residency program, and, most recently, the outreach 
clinic program, which she describes as “an amazing experience, a wonderful opportunity 
to meet and work with the organizers, the students, the agencies, and the patients.”

The energetic Marnie supplemented work with studies, earning a BA with a double 
major in Art History and English Literature. “I would run to classes at lunch time. It 
was great to be in classrooms as a mature student, mingling with all the younger 
students,” she recalls. “I kept counting my credits, thinking ‘Am I ever going to make 
120?’ I did, but it took ten years.”

Assessing her wealth of experience in the Dean’s Offi ce, Marnie singles out the 
Faculty’s familial atmosphere as something truly special. “We’ve always had amazing 
people in this area. Olga Chodan is like a sister to me,” she stresses. “And I always 
told people coming here that they are lucky to be with us because of the wonderful 
environment.”

The hardest part of moving from Montreal, she says, is leaving behind her Australian 
cattle dog Brody. “That broke my heart, but I couldn’t have him in my new condo,” she 
explains. “So I’ve found him a good home.” As for leaving McGill? “I’ll miss the people. 
We’ve had such good times together. But I know there are more fun things, more 
challenges, and more adventures coming up,” she says. “This has been a wonderful 
journey.”

On December 13, 2010, Marnie Taylor, Assistant to the 
Dean, packed her belongings and said goodbye to 
friends and co-workers. 

 FACULTY HIGHLIGHTS

THE 11TH ANNUAL RESEARCH DAY AND 
TABLE CLINICS EVENT, HELD ON FEBRUARY 
21, SHOWCASED RESEARCH OF DENTISTRY’S 
UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE STU-
DENTS AND POST-DOCTORAL FELLOWS. The 
following were singled out for recognition:

THE CDA/DENTSPLY FOR BEST TABLE CLINIC: 
Layal Ksaybi/Jennifer Seidler (DMD III), 
“Assessing the Change in Dental Students’ 
Attitudes Towards the Care of High Risk, 
Underprivileged Populations during Den-
tal School”
 
THE HINMAN PRIZE FOR UNDERGRADUATE 
SUMMER RESEARCH: 
Renee Wang (DMD III), “Bone Marrow Cell 
Extract Rescue Salivary Gland Hypofunc-
tion in Mice”

THE ADA PRIZE FOR UNDERGRADUATE 
SUMMER RESEARCH: Erin Watson (DMD 
III), “Comparing the comprehensive tai-
lored information package versus standard 
care in Head and Neck cancer patients” 

BEST ORAL PRESENTATION COMPETITION: 
First Prize:  Zahra Tabatabaei, “Innervation 
and Discogenic Low Back Pain”
Second Prize:  Akhil Soman, “Life-Course 
Socioeconomic Position, Pan Chewing Hab-
its and Oral Cancer among Indian Subjects”
Third Prize:  Betty Hoac, “Inorganic Poly-
phosphates Inhibit Mineralization of Os-
teoblast Cultures by Direct Binding to the 
Apatitic Mineral”

MOST POPULAR TABLE CLINIC PRIZE 
(PRESENTED BY THE MONTREAL DENTAL 
CLUB): 
Renee Wang/Michelle Kornbluth (DMD III), 
“Why don’t dental clinicians wear loupes?”
 
BEST PRESENTATION BY A RESIDENT 
(PRESENTED BY THE ALPHA OMEGA/MOUNT 
ROYAL DENTAL SOCIETY):  
Dr. Carine Bourassa and  Dr. Mostafa Altalibi 
(MCH), “The effects of the NAM appliance on 
feeding habits”
 
THE SILVER AWARD FOR TABLE CLINICS: 
Sebastian Thaci (DMD IV), “Evaluation of 
Resistance Form of Crown Preparations 
Delivered to the Dental Laboratory for 
Crown Fabrication?”

11TH ANNUAL
RESEARCH DAY

 RESEARCH MATTERS 



 RESEARCH MATTERS 

INTRODUCTION 

UNDERSTANDING  THE FUNDAMENTALS

Our bodies are packed throughout by connective tissues 
containing a mix of cells and extracellular matrix, which is 
essentially a network of fibrous scaffolding protein 
produced by our cells. Some of these connective tissues 
mineralize with billions of nano-crystals of calcium phos-
phate, forming the mineralized tissues found in our skeleton 
and teeth. Researchers in the Faculty’s Mineralized Tissues 
and Extracellular Matrix group explore how the body 
creates, maintains and repairs these tissues, and how we 
can translate this knowledge to help heal damaged bones 
and teeth. Our researchers are making exciting new dis-
coveries on a regular basis.

O
ur bones and teeth are constructed like a concrete 
bridge reinforced with iron cables: they have a protein 
scaffolding, primarily composed of collagen, that 
mineralizes while still allowing fl exibility,” explains 

Marc McKee, Associate Dean (Graduate Studies and Research). 
In his lab, McKee focuses on how this matrix mineralizes, and 
especially on the roles played by different proteins in creating 
and healing a mineralized tissue. Similarly, Monzur Murshed 
investigates the molecular mechanisms at work in this process, 
with a special interest in the genetic regulators of the process. 
Both efforts help us understand how our cells create and 
mineralize the extracellular matrix.

The protein scaffolding involves entwined fi brils – that is, 
strands that are crosslinked chemically to strengthen the 
scaffold, making it robust enough that bones and teeth can 
tolerate movement. Dieter Reinhardt’s group explores the 

microfi brillar systems found throughout the extracellular 
matrix to illuminate how these systems might help develop 
and repair mineralized tissues. Meanwhile, Mari Kaartinen 
and her team explore how proteins crosslink, polymerize, and 
provide feedback to adjacent cells, adding to our fundamental 
understanding of mineralized tissue composition, construction 
and architecture. 

Mineralized bones and teeth experience fatigue from daily 
use, developing microcracks. Too many microcracks could 
lead to catastrophic failure, so our skeletons (but not, alas, 
our teeth) undergo constant remodeling. Osteoclast cells 
break down damaged bone so that this remodeling can occur; 
however, in pathologies such as osteoporosis and periodontitis, 
improperly regulated osteoclasts cause unwanted destruction. 
Svetlana Komarova’s lab explores the processes used by the 
body to regulate these cells.

RESEARCH matters

“

WHILE A SMALL FACULTY, MCGILL’S FACULTY OF DENTISTRY IS 

THE MOST RESEARCH-INTENSIVE DENTISTRY FACULTY IN CANADA, 

and one of the top in the world. With each newsletter, we focus 

on one of our major research areas. Here the spotlight falls upon 

our mineralized tissues and extracellular matrix researchers.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO RENEE WANG, whose 2010 summer 

research on using bone marrow cell extract to address salivary 

gland dysfunction under the supervision of Dr. Simon Tran has 

garnered much acclaim. The project won the Salivary Research 

Group Award from the International Association for Dental Research 

(IADR), presented in San Diego in March 2011, where Wang also 

picked up the 2011 IADR/Unilever Hatton Divisional Award for 

Canada in the junior category. She also won the CADR-IMHA Student 

Research Award (junior category). The latter award recognized 

her original research on how bone marrow cell extracts can rescue 

salivary gland hypofunction in mice. Well done, Renee!

RENEE WANG WINS RESEARCH AWARDS
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 RESEARCH MATTERS 

REPAIRING DAMAGED TISSUES

F
aculty researchers fi nd ways of taking fundamental knowledge from the lab 
into the clinic where it can be applied to heal damaged bones and teeth. Say 
you have bone fractures, as can occur in osteoporosis. “New treatments will 
include releasing novel signaling molecules that prompt the bone to repair 

itself. Or, you could cement the fractures with new biomaterials developed by our 
researchers. In more serious fractures, you could implant solid devices that not only bind 
bone together but also signal to cells,” says Marc McKee. “Many of our researchers, 
some of whom also perform fundamental science, translate knowledge into treatment.” 

Much important research explores how to develop different types of synthetic 
scaffolding, with the aim of implanting these scaffolds into patients to repair damaged 
tissues. Simon Tran investigates ways to stimulate bone marrow stromal cells to 
become bone cells, which could be used to create scaffolding built from the patient’s 
own cells, thus circumventing diffi culties with immune responses. Jake Barralet studies 
the use of a calcium-crosslinked alginate for building tissue scaffolding, while Showan 
Nazhat and Marta Cerruti (both cross-appointed to the Faculty from Engineering) are 
also looking into different strategies for creating scaffolds that will speed the repair of 
damaged mineralized tissues. While most of this research applies to bone, it may also 
lay the groundwork for one day creating a means of re-mineralizing damaged teeth.

Much dental repair work involves placing prosthetic devices into bone, and research 
continues to fi nd better ways of ensuring a fi rm fi t. New bone must plaster itself to the 
surface of metallic implants to cement devices in place, and Rubens Albuquerque’s lab 
investigates ways of encouraging this osseointegration. Maryam Tabrizian’s research 
team also studies osseointegration by investigating the molecules the body uses to 
stimulate bone growth and repair and developing ways of delivering this molecule to 
speed healing.

HYPOPHOSPHATASIA LEAVES YOUNG CHIL-

DREN WITH SOFT SKELETONS AND TEETH. 

Their bones fracture easily – sometimes 

even during childbirth – and in severe cases 

they have diffi culty breathing as their ribs 

are too weak to support the motion of their 

lungs. The condition can be traced to a genetic 

mutation that causes the production of a 

defective enzyme called tissue-nonspecifi c 

alkaline phosphatase (TNAP). Normal TNAP 

breaks down pyrophosphate, which inhibits 

the mineralization of body tissues; wherever 

TNAP is produced by cells – like in bones 

and teeth – it removes this inhibitor from 

the extracellular matrix, thus allowing 

calcium-phosphate mineralization.

Marc McKee, developing research done by 

Monzur Murshed, worked with the Montreal-

based biotechnology company Enobia and 

collaborator Jose Luis Millan in California 

to treat transgenic mice lacking the TNAP 

enzyme. “Sure enough, without this enzyme 

to remove it, the mineralization-inhibiting 

pyrophosphate accumulated in bones and 

teeth, so the skeletons and teeth were soft,” 

he says. McKee and his collaborators then 

developed and tested a “fusion protein/

enzyme” that would target the missing TNAP 

to what residual mineralized tissues the 

mice did have; the fusion protein locked 

onto calcium in the crystals and the enzyme 

broke down the inhibitory pyrophosphate. 

“The mice showed great improvement,” he 

says. “They lived longer and their skeletons 

and teeth looked almost perfect.” Today, 

the treatment is in clinical trials, and results 

are promising. “I’ve seen videos of kids who 

had no chance of walking before, but are 

now running, climbing, playing, and most 

importantly, laughing,” says McKee, who 

has collaborated with Enobia for a decade. 

“It isn’t often that you get a chance to be 

involved with translating your research to 

help patients. It’s very gratifying to see 

someone pick up the ball clinically and run 

with it.” 

 

BOLSTERING BONES 
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  From left to right: Dr. Hojatollah Vali, Dr. Marc McKee, Dr. Dieter Reinhardt, 

Dr. Svetlana Komarova, Dr. Simon Tran, Dr. Marta Cerruti and Dr. Monzur Murshed
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 STUDENT’S IMPACT

HAWAZIN ELANI 
3RD YR DOCTORAL STUDENT

CRISTIN MCCAULEY 
RESIDENT, ROYAL VIC HOSPITAL

HAWAZIN ELANI GRADUATED FROM 

THE FACULTY OF DENTISTRY AT KING 

ABDULAZIZ UNIVERSITY in her native 
Saudi Arabia in 2005, and the following 
year, accompanied her husband to McGill, 
where he was starting a surgical residency. 
After completing her MSc, she launched 
into doctoral research studying stress levels 
experienced by undergraduate dentistry 
students. “I wanted to understand the 
students’ learning experience, so we can 
help them have a healthy learning environ-
ment,” she explains. “I should fi nish data 
collection this year, and then start analyzing 
it and writing the thesis,” she says. “I hope 
to graduate in a couple more years.”

Coming to Montreal from Saudi Arabia 
had its challenges. “Winter here was a pro-
found environmental shock,” she says. 
“But the city is great. It’s easy to fi t in because 
of its multi-cultural atmosphere.” While 
pursuing her studies, Hawazin is also 
learning French from her toddler daughter. 
“I’m becoming very good at multitasking,” 
she laughs. “I play many roles: a student 
until 5 o’clock, then a mother, then a wife… 
this is how my life goes!”

MOST UNDER-RATED VIRTUE: Honesty
GREATEST EXTRAVAGANCE: A trip to 
Maldives!! 
MOST LIKELY TO BE FOUND RELAXING… 

at “Juliette et Chocolat” having a triple 
chocolate crepe!!

“A NUMBER OF INCIDENTS SPARKED MY 

INTEREST IN DENTISTRY WHEN I WAS 

IN THE SIXTH GRADE,” SAYS CRISTIN 

MCCAULEY – among them her sister being 
fi tted with braces, and, more dramatically, 
a friend losing a tooth in a horseback-riding 
accident. “My reasons changed, of course, 
and when I began looking into career op-
tions, I realized that dentistry was something 
I could see myself doing!”

Today, Cristin is a resident at the Royal 
Victoria Hospital. “We see medically com-
promised patients and treat a full spectrum 
of dental needs, from cleanings to implant 
placements.”

After the workday’s rigours, Cristin 
relaxes by rock-climbing. “It’s strengthening 
my upper body for extractions,” she laughs. 
“Dentists need to be active, as you can easily 
hurt your body if you don’t stay fi t.  It’s well 
known that dentists tend to develop neck 
and back problems.” 

Refl ecting on her residency experience, 
she says, “Some days you think ‘This is a 
tough program,’ but it’s well worth it. From 
being a student to having a dental practice 
is a very big step, and here I’m getting the 
equivalent of years of experience.”

MOST UNDER-RATED VIRTUE:  Sincerity
FAVOURITE MOVIE: Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind
GREATEST EXTRAVAGANCE: Traveling while 
eating chocolate

AZAZ AWAN 
2ND YEAR DENTAL STUDENT

SKILLED AT BOTH FINE ART AND SCIENCE, 

AZAZ AWAN looked for a profession that 
would combine both. “Dentistry seemed 
to be the best choice,” he explains. Born 
in Munich but living in Toronto since he 
was 14, Azaz was drawn to the small size 
and personable feel of McGill’s Dentistry 
program. 

Azaz played basketball at York Univer-
sity for four years while doing his under-
graduate degree in biochemistry, and de-
spite spending almost three hours daily 
training and playing, he still managed to 
get high marks. “At my interview for Mc-
Gill, they really seemed to be interested in 
this experience,” he says. Azaz played for 
the Redmen in his fi rst year before decid-
ing that his school load demanded his full 
attention. “I will try to play again in the fu-
ture if I have the chance, though.” 

“I feel I have acquired a solid founda-
tion and have a clearer sense of how ev-
erything in the body is interconnected,” he 
says of his fi rst eighteen months in the 
medical program. “As a result, I can more 
easily understand and treat the whole pa-
tient, rather than just focus on the head or 
the oral cavity.” 
 
MOST UNDER-RATED VIRTUE: Modesty 
GUESTS FOR THE BEST DINNER PARTY 

EVER? Will Ferrell and Steve Carell  
ONE DAY I HOPE TO... see the world from 
outer space. 
YOU CAN NEVER HAVE TOO MANY... Friends, 
Apple turnovers and Bordens



 STUDENT’S IMPACT

THORPE WINS SUTHERLAND!

STUDENT NICHOLAS THORPE, CURRENTLY IN HIS THIRD YEAR, 

MADE HISTORY in winning the 2010 Sutherland Prize, awarded to 

the student who achieves the highest standing in the “Basis of 

Medicine” component of the medical and dental undergraduate 

curriculum. He is the fi rst Dentistry student to win the award 

since dentistry students joined medical students for the fi rst 18 

months of the program several years ago. Nicholas is no stranger 

to the winner’s circle: he has also won The Francis McNaughton 

award for the highest mark overall in musculoskeletal blood (Unit 

6), and the Joseph Morley Drake for having the highest academic 

standing in the Pathobiology, Treatment and Prevention of 

Disease Unit (Unit 8).
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  THE 2010 RUN FOR OUTREACH!!!

Walk 5 kilometers, or run 10: that was the daunting challenge 

facing participants in the 2010 Run for Outreach held September 

25 on Mount Royal. The event, organized by Fourth-year Dentistry 

students, raised $7000 for the Faculty’s Outreach program.Left to 

right: Ryan Kirschner, Megan Delisle , Sara Fagen and Erica Kader.

  BRIGHT SMILES!

Over 40% of Quebec children starting school have caries. 

Prompted by this statistic, a group of third-year students 

worked with pediatric dental specialists and Dean Paul Allison 

to create a bilingual pamphlet educating parents on oral health 

issues, including hygiene, teething and diet. For more 

information, visit www.mcgill.ca/dentistry/clinic/brightsmiles!

From left to right: Amanda Cristinziano, Sarah Habib, 

Kristina Dee, Joanna Lamberts and children from 

Garderie KIDS Westmount.

  BOO! STUDENTS GET INTO 

THE HALLOWEEN SPIRIT 

AT THE MCCALL DENTAL 
CLINIC

Moving up to the next level, 

the Super Mario Brothers 

mingle with a princess and 

her genie. Left to Right: 

Anthony Barzan, 

Lori Lieberman, Adriano 

Farina, Greg Walsh 

  ROAST THAT LAMB!

Last June students admired the spatula-and-grill 

technique of Dr. Robert Miller; then they consumed 

the products of his culinary artistry. Dr. Miller’s 

Annual Lamb-Roast BBQ has become a reliable sign 

of summer in Montreal. Break out the mint sauce!

  CHINESE DINNER!

There was many a full belly and satisfi ed smile at 

La Maison Kam Fung on January 10th, after the 

faculty’s annual Chinese Dinner. The chow-down, 

organized by the class of 2014, raised an impressive 

sum of over $24,000 for the Dentistry Outreach 

Program.  A hearty thanks are due to the main 

organizers, Marina, Jonathan and Omar: Well done! 

Your efforts are much appreciated!





16 FOCUS | DENTISTRY – SPRING 2011 – MCGILL UNIVERSITY

CLASS OF 2010:
 THE CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH AND AWARDS 

EACH YEAR THE FACULTY HOSTS A TRADITIONAL CONVOCATION CHAMPAGNE 

BRUNCH TO HONOUR THE GRADUATING CLASS. This year, we celebrated the 
accomplishments of our fourth-year dentistry students at the New Residence Hall 
on June 1st, 2010. Prize winners include…

The Champagne Brunch also saw the presentation 
of two teaching awards:

   DR. PETER CHAUVIN

The Howard S. Katz Excellence in Teaching 
Award

   DR. JULIEN GHANNOUM

W. W. Wood Award

Omitted in last year’s newsletter: 

   LAUREN SPEVACK

2009 Dr. Marvin and Mandy Werbitt Award for 
Dentistry

   SELSABEEL ADHAM

Dr. James McCutcheon Medal

   MOSTAFA ALTALIBI

 Prix Micheline-Blain
American Association of Public Health 
Dentistry
American Association Orthodontics Award

   DAVID BAKER

 American Association of Oral and Maxillofa-
cial Pathology Award

   SHANNON BULL

 American Association of Oral and Maxillofa-
cial Radiology Award

   CYNTHIA CARBONE

Dr. Soo Kim Lan Prize in Dentistry

   CHARLES COHEN

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. J. K. Carver Award
American Academy of Periodontology Award

   KENT HUYNH

Student Achievement Award in Endodontics

   MICHÈLE MARTIN

Prix d’Excellence Jean Robert Vincent
Dr. André Charest Prize 

   CRISTIN MCCAULEY

McGill Alumnae Society Prize
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry 
Award

   ALISON MCGUIRE

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. A. W. Thornton Gold Medal
Dr. A. L. Walsh Prize
C.D.A. Student Leadership Award
Dr. A. Gerald Racey Prize
Sunstar Gum Award in Dentistry
Dr. Marvin and Mandy Werbitt Award in 
Dentistry

   PAUL MIKHAIL

American Academy of Dental Practice 
Administration Endowment and Memorial 
Foundation Award

   NIKOLAOS MILIOTIS

Dr. W. G. Leahy Prize

   HAIDER ABO SHARKH

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. Paul A. Marchand and Maurine McNeil 
Marchand Award
Bisco Dental Products Canada Inc. Award
American Association of Oral Biologists Oral 
Biology Award
Prix de l’Académie Dentaire du Québec

 STUDENT’S IMPACT

ALTRUISM POEM

Each year, the Department of Anatomy and 
Cell Biology holds a commemorative service 
to honour and remember those who have 
generously donated their bodies for studies 
in health care at McGill. The 2010 service, 
held in Pollack Hall on June 7, included the 
poem “Altruism,” composed by DMD student 
Brittany Flood. 

“Altruism”
A little boy gives his dog the gift 

 of companionship and care

A dog gives his master the gift 

 of total devotion

A man gives his soul-mate the gift 

 of unconditional love

A woman gives her best friend the gift 

 of emotional support

This best friend gives her spouse the gift  

 of life-long comfort

A son throughout his life gives his father 

 the gift of respect

A father gives his little girl the gift 

 of being cherished

A little girl gives her friends the gift 

 of consideration

A young student gives her favorite teacher  

 the gift of admiration

A care provider gives his patient the news  

 of continued life

This patient gives her husband the gift 

 of restored happiness

Their love produced a little boy – 

 they gave the gift of birth

But the altruistic donors 

  who we celebrate today – 

gave themselves – the ultimate gift –

they gave the gift of life.



DMD 1

   LAURA MANCINI

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. Howard S. Katz Scholarship in Dentistry

   CARLY DOOL

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. Janet Griffi n-Merth Scholarship in Dentistry

   ROBERT KARANOFSKY 

Dean’s Honour List

   AZAZ AWAN

 Dr. Yu-Ming Lam Scholarship

   HANNAH KASHYAP

 Dr. Harry Rosen Entrance Scholarship

DMD 2

   NICHOLAS THORPE

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. D. P. Mowry Prize
Dr. K. I. Melville Prize
Dr. Earl Lerner Faculty Scholarship

   ERIN WATSON

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. W. C. Bushnell Prize
Dr. I. K. Lowry Prize

   SARAH HABIB

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. I. K. Lowry Prize

   HARDEEP ASI

Dr. M. Donigan Prize

   MELISSA CERONE

Dr. K. I. Melville Prize

    MICHELLE KORNBLUTH

 Dr. Leanore K. Feine Prize

   JOANNA LAMBERTS

 Dr. Leanore K. Feine Prize

   VERONICA NEAMTU

 Dr. I. K. Lowry Prize
 Dr. Maxwell and Betty L. Goldenberg Prize

DMD 3

   KATY YACOVITCH

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. Gerald Franklin Prize
Dr. Lyman E. Francis Prize 
Dr. Harry Rosen Scholarship in Dentistry

   HEATHER CHANCE

Dean’s Honour List
International College of Dentists Prize 
Dr. William S. Boroff Scholarship in Dentistry

   ESTHER FELDMAN

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. Lyman E. Francis Prize

   LAUREN POVITZ

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. L. A. Cohn Prize
Dr. Ernest R. Ambrose Scholarship in Dentistry

   YUN-WEN CHEN

Dean’s Honour List
Dr. Philip J. and Mrs. Stella Gitnick Prize

   DAVID POWELL

 Dr. James E. G. Harrison Scholarship in Dentistry

   GIOVANNI SCALIA

 Rena and Mervyn Gornitsky Scholarship

   MIRA WASSEF

 Dr. Morton Lang and Dr. Jonathan Lang Prize 
in Dentistry

ENTRANCE SCHOLARSHIPS

   LESLEY BERGMAN

Ping Kwan Lau Scholarship

   TOBIAS MEISZINGER 
 Phyllis Butterworth Major Entrance Scholarship

GRADUATE AWARDS

   DR. YANG CAI

 Dr. James P. Lund  Fellowship in Dentistry

   JENNA FONG

 Dr. Wah Leung Fellowship

   BETTY HOAC 

 Dr. Lyon Bercovitch Memorial Award
McGill University Faculty of Dentistry Internal 
Studentships

   SAEED KHALILI

 McGill University Faculty of Dentistry 
Internal Studentships

   ZOHREH KHAVANDGAR

Dr. and Mrs. I. N. Pesner Memorial Prize
McGill University Faculty of Dentistry 
Internal Studentships

   WIEBKE TIEDE

 McGill University Faculty of Dentistry 
Internal Studentships
Dr. E. T. and Mrs. Marjorie Bourke Award

 STUDENT’S IMPACT

THE NINTH ANNUAL WHITE COAT CEREMONY, ON MONDAY 

SEPTEMBER 13TH IN THE STRATHCONA BUILDING, MARKS 

THAT MOMENT AT THE START OF THEIR THIRD YEAR WHEN 

DENTISTRY STUDENTS MOVE FROM PRECLINICAL STUDIES 

TO CLINICAL WORK. As they bring their new skills to patient 
treatment they also become representatives of the dental profession, 
with all the responsibilities that come with this honour. The event 
also recognizes prize-winners from the previous year’s fi rst-, 
second- and third-year classes.

After a welcome by Marie Dagenais and an address by Dean 
Paul Allison, the Dr Harry Rosen Award in Clinical Teaching was 
presented to Dr. Faleh Tamimi. The keynote address for the eve-
ning was presented by Dr. Irwin Fefergrad, registrar of the Royal 
College of Dental Surgeons of Ontario.
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 ALUMNI CONNECTIONS

A PASSION FOR KNOWLEDGE:
 ROBERT DAVID & LIFELONG LEARNING

T
he enthusiasm and excitement that 
Robert David, DDS 62, experienced 
as a student at McGill has grown 
throughout his professional career. 

Motivated by his many excellent professors to 
continue his education following his schooling, 
he committed himself to remaining current 
with the literature and participating in con-
tinuing education courses.  “I have always 
attended many continuing education courses,” 
he says. “I began shortly after graduation 
and plan to do so for years to come.”

For over a decade, David has served as 
Chairman of the Faculty of Dentistry’s Continuing Education 
Program, bringing cutting-edge science, techniques and 
treatments to Montreal area dentists. The program, which 
refl ects the university curriculum, has fl ourished under his 
leadership, and he has constantly sought ways to enhance the 
experience for participants. “We try to encourage students and 
younger dentists to attend and get hooked on continuing dental 
education,” he says. “Judging by the overall attendance at our 
McGill events, the program seems to be working well.” One 
part of the appeal is that in addition to showcasing McGill talent 
and expertise, he brings in leading professors and teachers 
from elsewhere. Recent years have also seen many events 
fusing didactic presentations accompanied by hands-on activity, 
a trend likely to continue. “The future will most likely bring 
mentorship programs having a small group instruction format 

as well as a live clinical application of the techniques being 
taught,” he says.

Six years ago, Dr. David initiated a bi-annual CE Extravaganza 
Conference co-sponsored by McGill University and the Uni-
versité de Montréal. These two-day events, held off campus, 
have proven very successful, with the September 2011 event 
focusing on “Implants and Beyond.”  

“The program’s success is due to the strong support I have 
received over the years from the Dean’s offi ce, the Faculty’s 
staff, the CE Committee members and my wonderful wife, 
Carol. Everyone has been enthusiastic and excited about 
developing the program,” he says, while preparing to step 
down as Chairman this spring. “It’s time to move on and leave 
it in younger hands.”

In addition to running an active restorative practice in 
downtown Montreal, including a large implant component, 
David also lectures on implant issues in continuing education 
programs and has been invited to teach at almost every 
university in Canada and at many in the United States, as well 
as at national and international professional organizations. 
Along with his part-time teaching at McGill, he has also 
served on numerous McGill committees over the years.  
“These activities keep me active in the profession and the 
University that I love.” 

Dr. Robert David is the winner of the 2011 McGill Alumni 
Association Distinguished Service Award in recognition of his 
outstanding support of the Faculty of Dentistry.   

ALUMNI REACH OUT / AT HOME AND AROUND THE WORLD
MCGILL’S DENTISTRY ALUMNI ARE GENEROUSLY SHARING 

THEIR EXPERTISE WITH OUTREACH EFFORTS in their com-
munities and around the globe. Since her graduation, Julie 
Drakoulakou, DDS’90, has been taking dentistry into daycares 
and elementary schools around her practice in Montreal’s 
Park Extension area. “We have many new immigrants and 
families on low incomes in this neighbourhood,” she says. “I 
want to help educate the children early in dental care, oral 
hygiene, and nutrition.” With the help of props including giant 
toothbrushes and molars, Drakoulakou takes her message 
directly to the kids, occasionally dressing up in the process 
(Halloween visits have seen her exploiting her name’s simi-
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BRIGADES OF HOPE
 TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

S
everal years after graduating from McGill, George Dagg, DDS ’75, settled in 
Ajax, Ontario and began practicing dentistry in Pickering Village. Almost 
thirty years later, his career took a different turn. At the encouragement of a 
friend and classmate Stan Allington, DDS’75, Dagg joined the Peterborough 

Medical Brigade  (PMB) and in February 2008 travelled to Honduras to provide dental 
care to impoverished people in villages across the country.  

After landing in Tegucigalpa and running a couple of clinics there, he and the other 
Brigade members traveled the region’s torturous and muddy roads almost as far as the 
Guatemalan border, to a region close to ancient Mayan ruins. Many locations had no 
electricity, but they set up clinics wherever they could – including churchyards. “It was 
a fabulous experience,” he says. “Stan and I used military style portable chairs.” The 
people they treated had rarely seen a dentist. “We often encountered rampant oral 
disease of the teeth and gums, but we were only able to do basic treatments, like 
extractions,” he says. “The need was there, and at times we were overwhelmed by the 
magnitude of the project.”

Dagg found the experience  so compelling that when the opportunity arose to do a 
similar mission with the PMB last June, he joined four physicians and other support 
staff bound for Indonesia. The team traveled with its own equipment. “We brought with 
us many pharmaceuticals, which we had to unpack and sort,” he says. “It was easier 
than to dispense the proper antibiotics (for example) from their own supply.” At the end 
of the clinic, the team left unused drugs with the local hospital.  

The mission took them to the island of Flores, where the Brigade spent several days 
travelling across the island to provide dental and medical services to the locals; on one 
day he saw fi fty-fi ve people. “On Flores, where there were no dentists available, we saw 
things that we would never see in Canada,” he says. “But the people we met, including 
our guides, were wonderful. They were certainly appreciative of our help, and that’s the 
reward. It’s a big world and I am happy to give hope that one day things will improve.” 
Dagg will return to Flores in 2012.

DR. DAGG WILL BE ATTENDING SPRING CONVO-

CATION ON LOWER CAMPUS IN JUNE TO WATCH 

HIS DAUGHTER KATHRYN, BA’11, GRADUATE 

FROM MCGILL. Kathryn’s main focus, at present, 

is urban planning and environmental science. 

Dagg’s father, Richard Earl Dagg, DDS’27, taught 

third and fourth year prosthetics at McGill 

from 1937-1969. Dagg has recently expressed 

his ongoing support for McGill by funding an 

operatory for the new Dentistry Undergraduate 

Teaching Clinic.

A MCGILL FAMILY

larity to that of a famous vampire). She has also set up mock 
clinics at elementary school “career days,” where children 
could play the roles of dentist, hygienist, and patients. “Children 
love having the dentist come to school,” she says. Drakoulakou, 
who also works at the Montreal Children’s Hospital, credits 
former MCH Dentistry Director Stephane Schwartz with inspiring 
her outreach activities. 

In December 2009, Amir Mirzaei, DDS’94, joined a Remote 
Area Medical Volunteers team of health care professionals 
for a trip to one of the most isolated regions of Bolivia. After 
lengthy plane, bus and boat rides, the team arrived to Carmen 
Del Emero, deep in the Amazon near the Brazilian border. “I 

had volunteered in other locations where we had some dental 
equipment,” he says, “but this was my fi rst trip of this proportion 
where there were absolutely no other dental tools except for 
extraction forceps, IRM, and a wooden bench with my daughter’s 
soccer ball used as headrest.” During his visit Mirzaei treated 
an astonishing range of conditions. “We delivered a great deal 
of badly needed emergency dental services to these villagers 
in a short time,” he says. “They were extremely happy with 
our services.” But, while noting the “great satisfaction” in 
helping relieve people’s pain, the only long-term answer, he 
says, lies in “educating villagers with a basic foundation of 
oral and general hygiene.” 

FACULTY OF

DENTISTRY
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ALUMNI
ACTIVITIES

DR. JOSEPH CACCAMISE, DDS’37, 1912-2010
After a military career with the U.S. army that saw 
him rise to the rank of captain and participate in 
the Normandy invasion, Dr. Caccamise practiced 
dentistry in Rochester, N.Y. for 45 years. After retire-
ment he moved to Baton Rouge to be near his 
daughter. He will be greatly missed by his family.

DR. MOSES CLAENER, DDS’39, 1913-2010
Dr. Claener practiced dentistry for 60 years, including 
fi ve years in western Europe as a member of the 
Cape Breton Highlanders in World War II. An avid 
skier and sailor, he lived life with zest and had a 
smile for everyone. He will be dearly missed by family 
and friends. 

DR. EDWARD W. GRAHAM, DDS’70, 1942-2010
Dr. Graham served for 30 years with distinction in 
the Canadian Army Dental Branch. He was Base Dental 
Offi cer at Petawawa,  Esquimalt, Cold Lake, Toronto, 
Winnipeg, Lahr, and Gander, and also served with 
NATO in Germany and the UN in Egypt and Cyprus. 
He was awarded the Order of Military Merit, among 
many other honours. He will be dearly remembered 
by his family.

DR. VINCENT GRANT, DDS’45, 1918-2010
An athlete who was inducted into the University of 
P.E.I. Sports Hall of Fame and a vigorous debater of 
current events, Dr. Grant was a popular dentist and 
loving husband, parent and grandparent. He will be 
missed by all who knew him.

DR. M. CALVIN HALLIDAY, DDS’54, 1929-2011
Dr. Halliday arrived to study dentistry at McGill after 
completing his BA at the University of Saskatchewan, 
and he returned to Saskatoon to practice dentistry 
from 1954 to 1987. In addition, he served as the 
President of the Royal College of Dentistry in 1970, 
and was an avid fi sherman and reader. He cared 
deeply for his family and friends, who will miss him.

DR. KEVIN LAWRENCE HARGADON, BA’42, DDS’50, 
1920-2010
Dr. Hargadon joined the Royal Canadian Navy after his 
undergraduate degree, returning to study dentistry 
after the end of World War II. He practiced dentistry in 
Connecticut for ten years, obtaining a degree in Ortho-
dontics from Columbia University, before returning to 
Ottawa in 1959 to practice orthodontics for 25 years. 
He enjoyed nature and literature, and was a devoted 
husband and caring father.

DR. DEMETRE GEORGE KARAYANNIDES, DDS’61, 
1927-2010
A compassionate and generous man, Dr. Karayannides 
practiced dentistry for over 55 years, in Athens, 
Montreal and Toronto, and was fully devoted to his 
family, friends, and church. They will miss him greatly.

DR. RICHARD MINER, DDS’43, 1913-2010
After serving with the US Army Dental Corps, 
Dr. Miner joined his father in the practice of oral 
surgery in Boston, where he was on the staff of 
several hospitals. For 20 years he was the oral surgeon 
for the Boston Bruins, and was also briefl y the den-
tist for the Red Sox. He retired to his family farm in 
Greenfi eld, where he spent many happy and active 
years. He will be missed by family and friends.

DR. JOSEPH ROLAND NADEAU, DDS’52, 1919-1910
Dr. Nadeau studied dentistry after serving in the 
Royal Canadian Air Force from 1941-45. Based in 
Montreal, he was a Governor of the Quebec Order of 
Dentists from 1970-86, and toward the end of his 
career was honoured with a Fellowship in the Inter-
national College of Dentists. A jovial and generous 
man, he was respected and loved by many.

DR. LEWIS POCH, DDS’41, 1912-2010
Dr. Poch practiced dentistry for many years in 
Montreal. An active member of his community, he 
will be missed by his family and friends.

in memoriam

  Lanny Donald led the Class Reunion for the class 

of 1970, who celebrated their 40th Anniversary at 

Marché de la Villette restaurant on October 1, 2010.

  Vancouver Alumni Reception held on March 10, 2011 

at the Pan Pacifi c Hotel. Left to right: 

Front row: Gordon Baynes and Sally Labounty

Back row: Douglas Black, Albert Labounty, 

Carol Shippam and Arthur Shippam
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  Montreal Alumni Reception held on May 31, 2010 at 

the Hotel Intercontinental. Left to Right: Sam Sgro, 

Allan Lisbona and Jonathan Lang

   Toronto Young Alumni Pub Night.

On December 2, 2010 held at Terroni Restaurant 

in Toronto

   Toronto Alumni Reception held at 

the Intercontinental Toronto Centre 

on May 13, 2010.

   Class of 1990 20th Class Reunion at BICE Restaurant

Left to right, front row: Jeff Ceyhan, Daniel Seller, 

Brent Leinen, Edna May and James Carere. 

Back row: Julie Drakoulakou, Antoine Chehade 

and Michael Hubscher

   Class of 1990 20th Class Reunion at BICE Restaurant

Left to right: Elizabeth Dixon, Lisa Frost, Yu Kwong 

Li, Antoine Chehade, Julie Drakoulakou, Sebastian 

Saba and Sue Hill.
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THE DENTISTRY PRE-CLINICAL 
SIMULATION LAB

Our current simulation lab – including simu-

lated heads with cheeks and a torso – is 

constantly in action, being used to teach our 

second and third year students dental proce-

dures before they treat real patients, as well as 

for hands-on courses in Continuing Education. 

But the lab was last renovated in 1982, and we 

need to raise its quality to match our academic 

standing. We envision a modern lab featuring 

mobile patient simulators capable of more 

accurately replicating a clinical setting. The 

new lab, expanded from the current 36 to 40 

seats, will help us teach our students the 

skills they need – from handling equipment 

and performing procedures to attending to 

aseptic techniques and even maintaining a 

healthy posture. The Faculty has struck a 

committee to evaluate the exact nature of 

the renovation, which we expect to begin 

during the next year.

CLASS REUNIONS:

Homecoming will be celebrated in 2011 from 

October 13th to the 16th with lots of celebra-

tions happening throughout campus. All those 

classes holding a class reunion this year are 

listed below, along with their class leaders: 

1956:  Dr. Donald J. Beauprie and 

Dr. Frank Shamy

1966:   Dr. Donald Taylor and 

Dr. Andrew Toeman 

1981:  Dr. Bruce Dobby    

1986:  Dr. Erle Schneidman  

2006:  Dr. Anthony Seminara

EVERY GIFT COUNTS

Here are some examples of 

what can be done in the Faculty 

of Dentistry thanks to support 

from alumni:

A GIFT OF…

$750  helps us treat four patients at our 

outreach clinics, where volunteer 

dentists and students provide free 

dental care through community 

agencies to patients who cannot 

physically or financially access 

dental services otherwise

$1500  helps us treat ten children in our new 

pediatric program at the Montreal 

Children’s Hospital

$3000   subsidizes a visiting lectureship in 

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery for 

our oral surgery students

$10,000  will buy one of the forty patient 

simulators needed for the new pre-

clinical simulation lab

$35,000    will buy a dental operatory for the 

new clinic

NEW DENTISTRY OUTREACH VIDEO

One of McGill’s most prominent community-

oriented initiatives is our own Dental Outreach 

Program, which has become a very robust 

operation indeed. Between 2009 and 2010, 18 

mobile dental clinics saw a total of 336 patients, 

providing treatment valued at $106,876. 

When you can boast a 

program doing so much 

good, why not share the 

good news? Cue cameras! This year the Faculty 

of Dentistry and McGill University produced 

a video on the outreach program in order 

to increase awareness about what we are 

doing for the community and to help us raise 

additional funds for our community-oriented 

programs. You can view our video on YouTube 

by entering “McGill Dentistry Outreach 

program” 

Follow-us on Facebook at:

www.facebook.com/mcgilldentistry

JOBS WELL DONE…
With your support we’ve been able to realize 

several important projects this past year. 

Thank you for your ongoing commitment to 

the Faculty!

OUR FUNDRAISING ACCOMPLISHMENTS THIS 

YEAR: 

    We established the Dr. Harry Rosen 

Endowed Clinical Teaching Award for 

new professors, created to attract talented 

young educators in specialized fi elds. 

We are proud to announce that Dr. Faleh 

Tamimi was honoured as the inaugural 

winner of this award at the White Coat 

Ceremony in September 2010.

   We increased the capacity of the Extended 

Care Program within the Dental Outreach 

Program. This allows for more complex 

cases to be treated and followed at the 

McCall Dental Clinic at the Montreal 

General Hospital at no cost to patients.

   We opened the Jim Lund Dental Clinic at 

Welcome Hall Mission. Our third- and 

fourth-year students will include this 

satellite clinic in their 

rotations, providing free 

dental treatment for 

those who could other-

wise not afford dental 

care, such as low-income families, homeless 

people, and new immigrants etc.   

FOR ADDITIONAL INFO

ON SUPPORTING OUR

COMMUNITY PROGRAMS, 

CONTACT NATHALIA PORRAS, 

DEVELOPMENT OFFICER FOR 

THE FACULTY OF DENTISTRY

AT 514-398-1076.
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DONOR CIRCLES

FOUNDERS’ CIRCLE:

$25,000 AND ABOVE

Doreen E. Laszlo
Eric T. Webster Foundation
James E. G. Harrison, D.D.S.
La Fondation de la Famille 
George Hogg Family 
Foundation
R. Howard Webster Foundation
The Louise and Alan 
Edwards Foundation

GOVERNORS’ CIRCLE:

$5,000 - $24,999

Arthur and Crystal Lau
Christopher J. Winn
Dr. Bruno De Minico
Dr. Cameron Jones
Dr. Craig W. Mook Sang
Dr. George Henry Dagg 
Dr. Gerald William Filgiano
Dr. Jacques Thibault
Dr. Joel Sheldon Berger
Dr. Julie P. Drakoulakou
Dr. Lorne Alan Wiseman
Dr. Mervyn Gornitsky
Dr. Michael T.R. Craig
Dr. Richard Bell
Dr. Richard Howard 
Rapoport
Dr. Robert W. Faith
Dr. Yves Marie Andre
Herb H. Borsuk
Leo T. Abbott, DDS
Michael A. Blau
Promoting Awareness Of 
RSD/CRPS
Sunstar Americas Inc.
Zeller Family Foundation

CHANCELLOR’S CIRCLE:

$2,500-$4,999

Christine Bonnelli-Gervais 
and Dr. Normand Gervais
Douglas E. Hamilton
Douglas J. Vincelli
Dr. Alexander A. Lieblich
Dr. and Mrs. Frank L. Frani
Dr. and Mrs. Marvin Werbitt
Dr. Anthony Dupatrick Mair
Dr. Bruce E. Dobby
Dr. Earl Lerner
Dr. Edwin Yen
Dr. Eva Toth
Dr. Lancelot A. Brown
Dr. Lenny Slepchik
Dr. Louis Drouin
Dr. Mary Thanh
Dr. Michael Francis Cronin
Dr. Michael Wiseman 
Dr. Oleg S. Kopytov
Dr. Robert J. David
Dr. Salvatore (Sam) Sgro
Dr. Stephen Semour Cymet
Dr. Steven Hymovitch
Grand & Toy Ltd.
Newton C. Gordon

Sam and Rosie Scalia
Thomas Bergman

PRINCIPAL’S CIRCLE:

$1,500-$2,499

Colgate-Palmolive Canada 
Inc.
Dr. Andrew T. Bourke
Dr. Andrew Wiggins
Dr. Brent Peter Leinen
Dr. Bruce Harfi eld
Dr. Claude David 
Dr. Danny Seller
Dr. David R. P. Sharp
Dr. Donald A. Friedlander
Dr. Dwayne Dudgeon
Dr. Geoff Pratt
Dr. George Limantzakis   
Dr. George Poulakos
Dr. Gita Mehrabani-Z
Dr. Harvey Neil Cooperberg
Dr. James Edward Carere
Dr. Johanna Pham
Dr. John D. Fenwick
Dr. Judy S. Zucker-Laxer
Dr. Julia Regina Pompura
Dr. Lorna G. Katz
Dr. Mark D. Mahler
Dr. Michael Allan Rorke
Dr. Michael Howard Rapp
Dr. Michael Ian Gossack
Dr. Michael Tenenbaum
Dr. Morty Baker
Dr. Myron Abbey Stein
Dr. Nicolino Vincelli
Dr. Peter W. Stutman
Dr. Philip Goldberg
Dr. Pourang Rahimi
Dr. Richard Park
Dr. Robert E. Gibbons
Dr. Robin S. Jackson
Dr. Ronald Sperber
Dr. Russell A. Leve
Dr. Sam Daher
Dr. Sharleen F. Tan 
Dr. Wagdi G. Sioufi 
Dr. Warren M. Retter
Dr. Yu Kwong Li
Hay Foundation
Ian M. Turner
Mitchell A. Josephs, DDS

DEANS’ CIRCLE:

$750-$1,499

Brigitte Quintal
CDSPI
Douglas Vandahl
Dr. Albert J. Schutz
Dr. Alex Spira
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Taylor
Dr. Bruce M. Oliver
Dr. Carol Anne C. Wishart
Dr. D. Ross Harvey
Dr. Dac-Thang Nguyen
Dr. Deborah Iera 
Dr. Edward J. Abrahams
Dr. Eric P. Millar

Dr. Evelyn Ee Ling Yeo
Dr. Frances Anne Power
Dr. George Maniatakos
Dr. Hassan Ghaderi-Moghadam 
Dr. Ivan G. Gasoi
Dr. J. Richard Emery
Dr. James C. Kenrick
Dr. Jeffrey Meeks
Dr. John Charles Lang 
Dr. John Drummond
Dr. John Robert Sidorchuk
Dr. Kenneth C. Bentley
Dr. Leonard Malcolm Gordon
Dr. Louis R. Sharpe
Dr. Lyon Hamburg
Dr. Michael Edward Damiano
Dr. Michel E. Couret
Dr. Monique M. Fitch
Dr. Morry Murad 
Dr. Philip Shedletsky
Dr. R. B. Van Winckle
Dr. R. Gordon Baynes
Dr. Robert Edmison
Dr. Robert Muir
Dr. Robert Nevin
Dr. Rufi no S. Olivar
Dr. Skip Kerner
Dr. Stephen G. J. Fitch
Dr. Stuart Arthur Matheson
Dr. Taras Konanec 
Dr. W. Reid Pepin
Dr. Wayne Nelson Carr
Dr. William Lester Steinman
Edward J. Iwasiw 
Gregory Jones
J. David Rowat
Jack J. Hirschfeld
Michael Rennert
Seada Gawad-Damiano
The Tam Foundation

MCGILL’S NEWEST 

LEADERS: $100 OR MORE

Alvin Pancer
Alyce Fischer 
Association des chirurgiens 
dentistes du Québec
Avi Katz
Barbara Winn
Brent D. Cote
Carole Mendelsohn Padveen
Centre Action
Charles K. Kaplan
Charles Lionel Herscovitch
Dr. Charles W. Oyer
Christine Ritlop
Christopher G.M. Hammond
Dalhousie University
Don Beauprie
Dr. Olga Skica
Dr. A. B. Khan
Dr. A. Mirzaei
Dr. Abraham Shuster
Dr. Alex Wakter
Dr. Allan Goodman
Dr. Allan S. Israel
Dr. Alvaro De La Fuente

Dr. and Mrs. F. Crowley
Dr. Andrew G. Toeman 
Dr. Andrew George Christie
Dr. Andrew Ted Bala
Dr. Anne McMillan
Dr. Anne R. Weary
Dr. Anthony S. O. Byer
Dr. Anthony Seminara
Dr. Archibald S. Laidlaw
Dr. Arto Demirjian
Dr. B. Harvey Wiener
Dr. Barry J. Sessle
Dr. Benoit Guindon
Dr. Betty Giannias
Dr. Bob Patton
Dr. Bradley Lenet
Dr. Brenda Puchinger
Dr. Brian M. Sacks
Dr. Bryan C. Budning
Dr. Christine Koran 
Dr. Chun Kam Yun
Dr. Daphna Vermes
Dr. David Deutsch
Dr. David Earle Fownes
Dr. David Lipnowski
Dr. Deborah Ann Ouellette
Dr. Don Littner
Dr. Donald Ingerman
Dr. Douglas G. Wong
Dr. Edel Yauck
Dr. Edward A. Fellows
Dr. Edward G. McGrath Inc.
Dr. Edward George Mcgrath
Dr. Edward Shore
Dr. Emil Shiri
Dr. Erle Schneidman
Dr. Ernest Charles Burman
Dr. Evangelos Destounis
Dr. Ezra Kleinman
Dr. Farah Mawani
Dr. Fereidoun Harandian
Dr. Ferhana Jaleel
Dr. Frank Alan Gold
Dr. Frank Celenza
Dr. Fred T. Powell
Dr. Frederic M. Bliss
Dr. Geoff Newton
Dr. George K. Ajemian
Dr. Gerald L. Dushkin
Dr. Gerald Poznak
Dr. Gerald S. Rudick 
Dr. Gerald W. Trager
Dr. Gloria Baranowski
Dr. Gordon Fogel 
Dr. Guittel Cohen
Dr. Haissam Dahan
Dr. Harold Glen Green
Dr. Harry Rajchgot
Dr. Harry Rosen
Dr. Harvey Haber
Dr. Harvey Hirsh
Dr. Harvey L. Levitt
Dr. Hieu Tran
Dr. Hilal Sirhan
Dr. Hoa Phu Nguyen
Dr. Howard M. Stein
Dr. Huy Q. Vu
Dr. Hy Goldberg
Dr. Ike and Fran Silver
Dr. Jack W. Padveen
Dr. James Jung
Dr. James W. Skillings
Dr. Jay Waxman
Dr. Jean-Pierre Bedirian 
Dr. Jennifer Yvette Tan 
Dr. Jessica Lynn Tan
Dr. Jocelyne Marie Nassr

Dr. John Currah
Dr. John F. (Jack) McMullan
Dr. John Irving Kershman 
and Ms. Sabina Wasserlauf
Dr. John W. Whitehead, Jr.
Dr. Jonathan H. Lang
Dr. Jonathon William 
Pawliuk
Dr. Jourdan Hilary Freed
Dr. Katy Barin 
Dr. Ken Marenco
Dr. Kenneth David Clarke
Dr. Kenneth H. Wright
Dr. Kresimir P. Lackovic 
Dr. Laureen DiStefano
Dr. Lawrence Cramer
Dr. Lawrence Lai
Dr. Leo Turkel
Dr. Leon Lewis
Dr. LeRoy Robinson Shaw
Dr. Les Moreside 
Dr. Levon Kichian
Dr. Linda Roselle Karp 
Dr. Lisa Annette Mcgregor
Dr. Louis Libman
Dr. Luckshi Kunaratnam
Dr. Mairaj K. Ahmed
Dr. Marc Brenner 
Dr. Marc Deschamps
Dr. Marc McKee
Dr. Margaret Klepacz
Dr. Maria Dakessian
Dr. Mark Gregory Shuren
Dr. Mark H Cohen
Dr. Mark Lazare
Dr. Mark Warren Luden
Dr. Marvin B. Budd
Dr. Michael A. Laffi n
Dr. Michael Eric Davis
Dr. Michael J. MacPhee
Dr. Michael J. Mindel
Dr. Michael J. Watkins
Dr. Michael Ornstein
Dr. Michael S. Moscovitch
Dr. Michael Silver
Dr. Michael Szikman 
Dr. Michelle M. Lee 
Dr. Minna Stein
Dr. Morris H. Wechsler
Dr. Morris M. London
Dr. Morton M. Greenblatt
Dr. Norman Fred Finkelstein
Dr. Norman Ironstone 
Dr. Norman Pierre Edger
Dr. Patsy Yip
Dr. Paul Harley Korne
Dr. Paul P. Harasimowicz
Dr. Paul Rosenberg 
Dr. Peter A. Coakley
Dr. Peter Charles White
Dr. Peter Gordon Ayoub
Dr. Phan Vu Nguyen
Dr. Philip A. Novack
Dr. Philippe Nasralla
Dr. Pierre George Maranger 
Dr. Qin Li 
Dr. Richard H. Albert
Dr. Robert J. Tacy
Dr. Robert Wiener
Dr. Ronald Fagen
Dr. Ronald J. Markey
Dr. Ronald S. Robertson 
Dr. Rosalinda Go-Thorpe
Dr. Rosanna Pietrangelo 
Dr. Roxanne Buchak 
Whitehead
Dr. S. Murray Miller

Dr. Sabdar Fakirani
Dr. Samuel T. Towell
Dr. Sheila Hofbauer
Dr. Silvestro Cesare
Dr. Simon Jacobson
Dr. Simon Tran
Dr. Sirus Homayun
Dr. Stan Reich
Dr. Stephen Fremeth
Dr. Stephen Miller
Dr. Steve M. Baylin
Dr. Steven E. Corber
Dr. Susan Gail Greenwald
Dr. Susanna Belvedere
Dr. Sylvio Caro
Dr. Thomas L. Oliver
Dr. Tony Wenhau Chu
Dr. Victor Petro
Dr. Wade Allan Boroff
Dr. Wilfrid R. Robinson
Dr. William Abbott
Dr. William Finkelstein
Dr. William G. Downes
Dr. Yoshiaki Takanashi
Dr. Zovinar Der Khatchadourian
Duncan Moran
Earl S. Haltrecht
Edythe Margaret Guillon
Elaine Chapman & Trevor 
Drew
Elaine Nussbaum
Eric M. Ruby
Evangelos L. Papoutsis
Fran Jakubovic
Giovanni Scalia
Harris Constantatos
Hiroshi Murakami
Ilan Katz
Jan C. van der Donk 
Janine Schmidt
Jean-Pierre R. Bastien
John Lawson
John Power
Jonathan O’Dea
Jules E. Lemay III
Kevin Butterfi eld
Lauren Vredenburg
Margaret Racey Stavert
Marie Dagenais
Mark Jakubovic
Matthew Kerner
Dr. Melvyn Heft 
Mr. & Mrs. W.S. Powell
Nancy Christine Leclerc
Nikoo Taghavi
Olga Chodan
Dr. Paul Allison
Dr. Paul C. Scheier 
Dr. Peter H. Collins
Peter Thomas Krausz
Philips Sonicare
Richard and Claudia 
Robinson
Richard James Donald Jones
Robert Stefanison
Robin H. Wright
Dr. Roger Harrington
Ron Aronovich
Thelma L. Cohen
Dr. William D. Sanders
Yasu Kawai
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WITH SINCERE APPRECIATION
We are very pleased to recognize the signifi cant contributions from individuals, foundations 

and corporations. Each and every one of your gifts to the Faculty enables us to continue to 

build on McGill’s tradition of innovation and to maintain a commitment to the highest stan-

dards of excellence in teaching, research and community research. It is also with profound 

apprecitation that we acknowledge the wonderful efforts of our many volunteers who so 

generously share their time and skills. They are a source of inspiration to us all and their 
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We are always delighted to hear from you. 
Please send your letters, comments, alumni news 
and photographs to Nathalia Porras.
Email: nathalia.porras@mcgill.ca
Telephone: 514-398-1706
Mail: Room M-29 
Strathcona Anatomy and Dentistry Building 
3640 University Street 
Montreal, Quebec H3A 2B2
If appropriate, please mark your letter “For Publication.” 
Letters may be edited for length.

www.mcgill.ca/dentistry
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