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UNDERSTANDING 
PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is defined as a deliberate activity that 
entails the conscious copying of others’ work without 
acknowledging the information source.

Self-plagiarism occurs when a writer uses reuses all 
or part of a previously written text. 

Inadvertent plagiarism may occur when source 
material is inadequately acknowledged and/or poorly 
summarized or paraphrased.



IMPORTANT DISTINCTIONS

SOURCE 
MATERIAL

DIRECT 
QUOTATION

SUMMARY PARAPHRASE



CITATION 
PATTERNS

Integral Citations (aka “narrative” citations)

• the name(s) of the author(s) cited are grammatically 
integrated in the citing sentence

• author prominent

• example: In their review of how radiotherapy affects the 
dental treatment of head and neck cancer patients, 
Jawad et al. (2015) note that radiotherapy may lead to 
fibrosis and scaring that often causes swallowing 
difficulties among such patients (p. 66).

Non-Integral Citations (aka “parenthetical” citations)

• the name(s) of the author(s) stand outside the citing 
sentence—either as a parenthetical or numerical 
reference

• research prominent 

• example:  Radiotherapy may lead to fibrosis and scaring 
that often causes swallowing difficulties among head and 
neck cancer patients (Jawad, et al., 2015, p. 66).

Jawad, H., Hodson, N. A., & Nixon, P. J. (2015). A review of dental treatment of head and neck cancer patients, before, during and after radiotherapy: part 1. 
British dental journal, 218(2), 65–68. https://doi.org/10.1038/sj.bdj.2015.28



CITING APPROPRIATE SOURCES



INDIRECT CITATION

Rehabilitation following cochlear implantation is a 
lengthy process, particularly for children (Nadège et 
al., 2011).

Rehabilitation following cochlear implantation is a 
lengthy process, particularly for children (Shallop, 
1997).

Rehabilitation following cochlear implantation is a 
lengthy process, particularly for children (Shallop, 
1997,  as cited in Nadège et al., 2011).

According  to Shallop (1997), rehabilitation following 
cochlear implantation is a lengthy process, 
particularly for children (as cited in Nadège et al., 
2011).

X

X

✓

✓
Note: the checkmark only indicates that the source has been properly cited, not that using an indirect source is appropriate here.



It is likely that approximately 600,000 cases will arise this year worldwide, and that only 40–50% 
of patients with HNSCC will survive for 5 years.

The most important risk factors so far identified are tobacco use and alcohol consumption, 
which seem to have a synergistic effect. A subgroup of HNSCCs, particularly those of the 
oropharynx, is caused by infection with high-risk types of human papillomavirus (HPV). In the 
western world, the incidence of HNSCC in specific sites has been slowly declining during the past 
decade, which can be attributed to a decrease in the prevalence of the more traditional risk 
factors, most notably smoking. However, oral tongue and particularly oropharyngeal cancers are 
becoming more prevalent, which may be related to an increase in oral and oropharyngeal HPV 
infections.

The prognosis for patients with HNSCC is largely determined by the stage at presentation. The 
extent of the tumour, as well as the presence of lymph-node metastases and distant metastases, 
determines the stage. Staging of HNSCC is by clinical examination, imaging, cytology of lymph 
nodes and definite histopathology after surgery (such as radicality and extranodal spread).

About one-third of patients presents with early-stage disease, whereas the typical case presents 
with advanced cancer with lymph node metastases. Early-stage tumours are treated with 
surgery or radiotherapy and have a favourable prognosis. The mainstays of treatment for 
advanced tumours are surgery combined with postoperative radiotherapy. In the past decade, 
the role of organ-preservation protocols, with combined chemoradiation and surgery for 
salvage, has increased. These protocols are particularly effective for patients with moderately 
advanced cancers of the larynx and pharynx who are less than 70 years old and have a good 
performance status.

Recently, the use of targeted drugs has entered the field, most notably the application of the 
epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR)-specific antibody cetuximab combined with 
radiotherapy.







PRINCIPAL 
REQUIREMENTS OF 
A GOOD SUMMARY

It should be focused on the aspects 
of the source text or texts that are 
relevant for your purpose.

It should represent the source 
material in an accurate fashion.

It should condense the source 
material and be presented in your 
own words. 

Adapted from Swales & Feak (2012).



BEGIN BY 
PARAPHRASING

Important points
Main claims? conclusions? etc.

Relationships
How are the important points related? 

Linking Phrases & Connectors
What linguistic strategies are used to connect points / 
indicate relationships?

Synonyms
What words might be replaced with synonyms?

Adapted from Swales & Feak (2012).



SOURCE MATERIAL

Paraphrase A 
Non-essential electronic devices pose a 
safety risk because they distract drivers 
(Jones, 2021).

Paraphrase B
According to Jones (2021), the presence 
of technology in vehicles that is 
unrelated to driving (e.g., cell phones, 
music players, GPS) may compromise 
safe driving practices because they 
inhibit drivers’ ability to concentrate on 
the road and other drivers. 

“Nondriving-related devices, 
such as car stereos, mobile 
phones, and, more recently, 
navigation systems, increasingly 
divert drivers’ attention away 
from the primary sources of 
information necessary for safe 
operation of the vehicle: the 
road and other road users” 
(Jones, 2021).

Recognizing a Good Paraphrase

PARAPHRASES

Adapted from Swales & Feak (2012).



QUESTIONS TO 
HELP GUIDE YOUR 

SUMMARIES

Subject
What is the piece about?

Repetition
What ideas are repeated or described in different ways?

Meaning
What is the central message, idea, or argument?

Key Points
What evidence support the text’s main idea?



SOURCE MATERIAL

Summary A 
Smith (2020) argues that 21st-century life 
is causing global warming to become 
increasingly serious. 

Summary B
Global warming, Smith (2020) maintains, 
is becoming an increasingly serious 
problem because of pollution. Today’s 
high pollution rates are caused by 
factories, industrial chemicals, and 
vehicular emissions; increases in such 
emissions correspond to higher rates of 
population, food and livestock 
distribution, as well as greater air travel 
demands (Smith, 2020).

“Increases in the movement of 
population, food, and livestock, 
added to an increase in the use of 
fossil fuels, an overall increase of 
pollution from cars, factories and 
industrial chemicals in addition to a 
demand for more efficient and 
cheaper air travel, are creating 
more extreme problems in the 
gradual temperature issues related 
to our planet at the moment” 
(Smith, 2020).

Recognizing a Good Summary

SUMMARIES



SUMMARIZING EXERCISE

What is the main point of the passage below?

“[T]he Discussion section provides an argument that leads the 
reader from the proof of the data [...] to the proof of the claim. 
The claim is not open to inspection by merely inspecting the data 
and requires careful argument concerning the cause of the results, 
and the conditions required by the results” (Parkinson, 2011, p. 
174, as cited in Swales and Feak, 2012, p. 365). 



PARAPHRASING & SUMMARIZING 
EXERCISE

“We owe a great deal of the modern world to people doggedly trying to solve 
some high-minded problem: how to construct an internal-combustion engine, or 
how to manufacture vaccines in large quantities. But a surprising amount of 
modernity can trace its roots to another kind of activity: people mucking around 
with magic, toys, games. When human beings create and share experiences designed 
to delight or amaze, they often end up transforming society in more significant ways 
than people focused on more utilitarian concerns. Everyone knows the old saying 
“Necessity is the mother of invention,” but if you do a paternity test on many of 
the modern world’s most important ideas or institutions, you will find, invariably, 
that leisure and play were involved in the conception as well.”  

Source: Steven Johnson, The New York Times Magazine

https://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/06/magazine/want-to-know-what-virtual-reality-might-become-look-to-the-past.html?_r=0


POSSIBLE EXERCISE RESPONSES
(PARAPHRAS ING)

Important 
Points

attempting to solve 
problems leads to 
inventions

pleasure-seeking activities 
also lead to inventions

focusing on pleasure 
rather than utility is 
important to social 
transformation 

Relationship 
Between the 

Points 

comparative

cause & effect

Linking Phrases 
or Expressions 
(to connect the points)

“But” (line 3)

“in more significant ways 
than” (line 6)

“but” (line 8)

“can trace its roots…” 

“When human beings… 
they often end up”

Possible 
Synonyms

“owe a great deal”: 
indebted to; are the result 
of”
"but": however; although; 
while

“modern world": modern 
era
"significant": meaningful
“utilitarian”: pragmatic
"trace its roots": originates

"often": frequent
“experiences designed to 
delight or amaze”: 
pleasurable activities; non-
utilitarian experiences



POSSIBLE EXERCISE RESPONSES

Paraphrases

1) The modern era is indebted to the problem-solving efforts of individuals whose inventions 
(e.g., the internal combustion engine) have furthered social progress; however, pragmatism is 
not solely responsible for social transformation, given that many modern ideas and 
institutions have originated from non-utilitarian activities (Johnson, 2016). In fact, Johnson 
(2016) asserts that creating and sharing pleasurable activities frequently transforms society 
more significantly than focusing on utilitarian concerns. 

2) Although Johnson (2016) acknowledges that the modern era is indebted to the problem-
solving efforts of individuals whose inventions (e.g., the internal combustion engine) have 
furthered social progress, he argues that pragmatism is not solely responsible for social 
transformation. In his analysis, many modern ideas and institutions have originated from non-
utilitarian activities. In fact,  according to Johnson, creating and sharing pleasurable activities 
frequently transforms society more significantly than focusing on utilitarian concerns. 



POSSIBLE EXERCISE RESPONSES
( SUMMARIZ ING)

Subject
(What is the piece about?)

social transformation / 
social progress

Repetition 
(What ideas are repeated 
or described in different 

ways?)

recreation / recreational 
pleasures: “mucking around 
with magic, toys, games”; 
“delight or amaze”; “leisure and 
play”

modern era: “modern world”’ 
“modernity”; “the modern 
world’s”

Meaning
(What is the central 

message, idea, or 
argument?)

“When human beings create 
and share experiences designed 
to delight or amaze, they often 
end up transforming society in 
more significant ways than 
people focused on more 
utilitarian concerns.” 

Key Points
(What details support the 

text’s main idea?)

The development of “many of 
the modern world’s most 
important ideas or institutions 
[involved] leisure and play.”



POSSIBLE EXERCISE RESPONSES

Summaries

1) In the modern era, according to Johnson (2016), social transformation has been 
facilitated by many pleasurable, non-utilitarian experiences.

2) Pleasurable, non-utilitarian experiences have been important to social transformation in 
the modern era (Johnson, 2016).



For more information on what Graphos can do for you, please visit 
https://mcgill.ca/graphos/

THANK YOU!

https://mcgill.ca/graphos/


RESOURCES & REFERENCES

Work referenced in this workshop*

Swales, John M. and Christine B. Feak. Academic Writing for Graduate Students, 3rd ed. University of Michigan Press, 
2012. 

Other useful sources

APA Style Blog. 

Booth, W.C.,  G.G. Colomb, G.G., and J.M. Williams. The Craft of Research. University of Chicago Press, 1995. 

Feak, Christine B. and John M. Swales. Telling a Research Story.  University of Michigan Press, 2009.

Graff, Gerald and Cathy Birkenstein. They Say I Say: The Moves that Matter in Academic Writing.  W.W. Norton & Co., 
2014.

“Style and Grammar Guidelines.” APA Style. 
*Citation information for (and/or links to) works not listed here is available on corresponding slides.  

https://apastyle.apa.org/blog?_ga=2.196809068.1911668771.1620056071-1088108199.1620056071
https://apastyle.apa.org/style-grammar-guidelines

