
C h r i s t o p h e r  J .  G .  B o r s t  
201 – 2237 Av. Madison ¿  Montreal, QC  ¿  (905) 308-9720 (c) ¿  chris.borst@mail.mcgill.ca ¿  imageofthechild.org 

 

EDUCATION 
 

2022 –  Ph.D. candidate, Sociology McGill University 
 

2020-2022 Graduate studies, Digital Humanities McGill University 
 

2003-2004 M.Phil., Philosophy and Economics Erasmus University Rotterdam 
 

1993-2000 Ph.D. candidate, Philosophy (lapsed) University of Toronto 
 

1992-1994 M.A., Philosophy University of Toronto 
 

1989-1990 B.A. (Honours), Economics Carleton University 
 

1986-1989 B.A., Economics and Political Science Carleton University 
 

   
2007-2014 coursework in statistics, geographic information systems 

and languages 
McMaster University, Collège 
Boréal, University of Toronto 

 
 

AWARDS 
 

2020, 2021 Graduate Fellowship McGill University 
 

1998-1999 Open Bursary University of Toronto 
 

1993-1997 Open Fellowship University of Toronto 
 

1994 Martha Lile Love Essay Award University of Toronto 
 

1986 President’s Scholarship Carleton University 
 

1986 Joshua Dyke Family Scholarship Private foundation 
 
 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 
CITY OF HAMILTON, PERFORMANCE, PLANNING & EVALUATION 
 

Program Analyst (Early Years Data Analysis Coordinator (DAC)), 2010 to 2014, 2016 to 2020 
 

• Led development of an information system to support EarlyON Child & Family Centres. 

• Led the collaborative design of an equity evaluation for the Early Years system. 

• Led research component of child care modernization efforts, including estimates of local demand. 

• Provided leadership and mentoring to provincial DAC network, particularly in analysis of Early 
Development Instrument (EDI) and Kindergarten Parent Survey (KPS) results.  

• Led two-year local evaluation of Full Day Kindergarten, including first comparison of same-classroom 
teacher and early childhood educator EDI ratings. 

• Assisted in securing a $200,000 SSHRC Partnership Development Grant for the Public Economics Data 
Analysis Lab (McMaster) to support building a data repository of linked records regarding children’s 
services and children’s development. 

• Secured a $375,000 provincial grant for a child care information system and study of record linkage in 
early childhood services. 



 
 
Early Years Senior Research Advisor, 2015 (acting) 

 
• Supervised research activities of the team during period of transition (loss of core funding, provincial and 

local mandate reviews, significant staff turnover). 

• Piloted implementation in Ontario of the Middle Years Development Instrument (MDI) in partnership with 
the Human Early Learning Partnership (UBC) and the Offord Centre for Child Studies (McMaster). 

• Led 10-year Outcomes Review of Best Start. 

• Led research and data management components of pilot of EarlyON Child & Family Centres. 
 

Data Analyst (Best Start/Early Years), 2006 to 2010 

 
• Initiated and led development of a Parent and Family Engagement Framework and toolkit to support 

parent engagement activities of service providers community-wide. 

• Initiated monitoring of media and academic literature. 

• Developed popular Census dissemination product. 

• Developed report-generating database in Excel for local Parenting and Family Literacy Centres. 
 
 
MINISTRY OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH SERVICES / UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN ONTARIO 
 

External Consultant, 2011 
 

• Wrote R and SPSS programs to transform raw Infant Hearing Program database extracts into a 
research-ready dataset. 

 
ANGUS REID (now Ipsos Reid) 
 

Field Services Interviewer, 1990 and 1992 to 1994 
 

• Telephone and in-person survey administration, focus group note-taking 
 
EXPORT DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
 

Economist, 1989 
 

• Modeled expropriation risk in developing countries 
 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
MOHAWK COLLEGE, CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 

Instructor, 2006 
 

• Taught two classes of Ethics and Active Citizenship, introducing critical thinking, media analysis and 
Canadian government. 

 

 
 



 
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO, DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 
 

Instructor, 1996 and 1999 
 

• Taught second year course in Human Nature, supervised and evaluated teaching assistants. 
 

Teaching Assistant, 1993 to 1998 
 

• Graded and led tutorial groups for 10 different undergraduate courses (Logic, Knowledge & Reality; 
History of Western Philosophy; Introduction to Philosophy; Rhetoric & Reasoning; Introduction to 
Metaphysics; Marx; Philosophy of Human Sexuality (twice); Engineering & Ethics; Phenomenology). 

 
 

SELECTED UNIVERSITY AND COMMUNITY SERVICE EXPERIENCE 
  

HAMILTON LGBTQ NEEDS ASSESSMENT PLANNING TEAM 
Member, 2016 to 2019, responsibilities included survey design, writing grants, data analysis, and co-authorship (see 
Publications) 

  

“THE WELL” LGBTQ COMMUNITY WELLNESS CENTRE 
Vice-Chair of Board and Treasurer, 2006 to 2008 

 

SOCIALIST STUDIES 
Editorial Board, 2003 to 2008 

 
KENSINGTON-BELLWOODS COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICES 
Vice-Chair of Board, 2001 to 2003, responsibilities included strategic planning, labour relations, and finances 

 

GRADUATE STUDENTS’ UNION, UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 
Executive-at-Large, 1999 to 2000, responsibilities included strategic planning, government relations, and budget 
review 

 

ONTARIO GRADUATE ASSOCATION, CANADIAN FEDERATION OF STUDENTS 
Chair, 1998 to 1999, responsibilities included member and government relations 

 

CANADIAN UNION OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES, LOCAL 3902 
Trustee, 1997 to 2000, responsible for internal audit 

Central Health & Safety Committee Representative, 1995 to 2000, Worker Co-Chair in 1999-2000 

Chief Steward, 1995 to 1996, responsible for member relations 

 

SCHOLARLY SOCIETY MEMBERSHIPS 
 

Canadian Sociological Association International Society for Child Indicators 

International Association for Cross-Cultural Psychology World Economics Association 



  
 

PUBLICATIONS 
  

COMMUNITY REPORTS 
Mapping the Void: Two-Spirit and LGBTIQ+ Experiences in Hamilton (with Suzanne Mills, Michelle Dion, Daniel 
Thompson-Blum and James Diemert). 2019. See: https://labourstudies.mcmaster.ca/documents/mappingthevoid.pdf 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO BOOKS 
“Postmodernism” in Routledge International Encyclopedia of Men and Masculinities, eds., Michael Flood, Judith K. 
Gardiner, Bob Pease, Keith Pringle. London & New York: Routledge, 2007. 

 

BOOK REVIEWS AND UNREFEREED JOURNALS 
“Your Image of the Child: Where Evaluation Begins,” Innovations in Early Education: The International Reggio Emilia 
Exchange, Vol. 27, No. 2 (Summer 2020), pp. 10-11. 

Review of Robert David Sacks, ed., Progress: Geographical Essays, Ethics, Place & Environment, Vol. 9, No. 1 
(March 2006), pp. 127-129.  

 “On Not Playing the Game: Reflections on the Federal Election,” Socialist Studies Bulletin (Winter 2005) 75, pp. 14-
17. 

Review of Masahiko Aoki, Toward a Comparative Institutional Analysis, and Philip Mirowski, Machine Dreams, 
Socialist Studies Bulletin (Winter 2005) 75, pp. 38-39.  

Review of Immanuel Wallerstein, The Decline of American Power, Socialist Studies Bulletin (Winter 2005) 75, pp. 40-
41. 

Review of Trudy Govier, Social Trust and Human Communities, University of Toronto Quarterly (Winter 1999/2000) 
Vol. 69, No. 1, pp. 130-31.  

Review of Stephen Leacock, Social Criticism: The Unsolved Riddle of Social Justice and Other Essays, The Citizen: A 
Journal of Higher Education and Politics (December 1996/January 1997) Vol. 1, Iss. 2, pp. 17-18. 

Review of Luis E. Navia, The Philosophy of Cynicism: An Annotated Bibliography, Canadian Philosophical Reviews 
(December 1995) Vol. XV, No. 6, pp. 421-22.  

 “There is a Foundation for Morality (Run and Hide)” and “A Note on ‘Meaning’,” Akademia Vol. 3, No. 2 (April 1992), 
pp. 12-13. 

 
ACADEMIC PRESENTATIONS 

  

“Building Community-wide Data Partnerships to Make Evaluation Possible” (with Elizabeth Dhuey) for: 

• Ontario Municipal Social Services Association, May 31, 2016. 
• as “The Connecting Infancy to Youth Project”, to Big Data in Cities: Barriers & Benefits (Brantford), May 

8, 2017. See: https://www.brantfordbigdata.ca/  

(poster) “Teacher – ECE Inter-Rater Reliability on the Early Development Instrument: Evidence from a Full Day 
Kindergarten Sample” (lead, with 14 credited co-authors) for Development 2014: A Canadian Conference on 
Developmental Psychology, Pickering Centre for Research on Human Development, Carleton University, May 8-9, 
2014. 

(poster) “The Impact of Ontario’s Full Day Kindergarten Program by the end of Senior Kindergarten: Evidence from 
Hamilton, Ontario” (lead, with 14 credited co-authors) for Development 2014: A Canadian Conference on 
Developmental Psychology, Pickering Centre for Research on Human Development, Carleton University, May 8-9, 
2014. 

(poster) “Monitoring Self-Regulation with the Early Development Instrument” (with Magdalena Janus and Marion 
Trent-Kratz) for: 

• Infant Mental Health Promotion (SickKids Toronto), April 16-17, 2013. 
• Embracing the Early Years (Burlington), November 20-23, 2013. 



“Collaboration and the Early Development Instrument” to the Association of Educational Researchers of Ontario, June 
1, 2012. 

“Early Years Service Evaluation with Parent- and Teacher-Reported Data” to Developmental Pediatrics Grand Rounds 
(Hamilton Health Sciences, Chedoke campus), October 24, 2011. 

“Is Service Integration Meeting the Needs of Families and Children with Special Needs?” (with Marion Trent-Kratz) to 
Developmental Pediatrics Grand Rounds (Hamilton Health Sciences, Chedoke campus), February 28, 2011. 

“Policy, Planning and the Early Development Instrument”, lecture to Mohawk College, Early Childhood Education 
“Issues in ECE” course, January 31, February 1, and February 9, 2011. 

“How to Analyze the Kindergarten Parent Survey: Some Ideas” to the Ontario DAC Network, October 8, 2010. 

“Relative Non-Elite Power: Kenneth Bollen’s Theory of Democracy and an Agenda for Democracy Measurement” to 
the workshop on “Democracy, The State, and the State of Democracy”, Canadian Political Science Association 
(Concordia University), June 2, 2010. See: https://www.cpsa-acsp.ca/papers-2010/Borst.pdf  

(poster) “What’s going on in North Lower Hamilton?” (with James R. Dunn, Colin McMullan and Marion Trent-Kratz) 
for: 

• “The Early Development Imperative” Pan-Canadian EDI Conference (Council of Early Childhood 
Development, Winnipeg), November 16-18, 2009. 

• Children’s Health & the Environment Workshop (University of Western Ontario), June 29-30, 2010. 

(poster) “The Kindergarten Parent Survey: Bridging the gap between early environment and school readiness 
outcomes” (with Ashley Gaskin, Eric Duku and Magdalena Janus) for “The Early Development Imperative” Pan-
Canadian EDI Conference (Council of Early Childhood Development, Winnipeg), November 16-18, 2009. 

“Collective Rationality and the Nature of Struggle” to the session on “Epistemologies/Pedagogies of Struggle: 
Knowledge(s) Outside the Academy”, Society for Socialist Studies (University of Saskatchewan), June 1, 2007. 

• Also to the Society for Socialist Studies, Hamilton Local Chapter, June 27, 2007. 

“The Next Frontier”, invited panelist, “Why Keep Pride Alive?: A Queer Issues Symposium” (Hamilton Pride), June 14, 
2006. 

“Impasses: On Not Playing the Game” to the session on “Right-Wing Populism and the Impasses of Left Politics”, 
Society for Socialist Studies (University of Western Ontario), June 5, 2005. 

“Philosophy & Social Hopelessness: Rorty at the End of Progress”, Canadian Philosophical Association (University of 
Western Ontario), May 31, 2005. 

Comment on Altug Yalcintas, “The Eclipse of Utopia: Perspectives on Pathologies, Inadequacy and Undesirability”, 
EIPE Ph.D. Seminar (Erasmus University) March 12, 2004. 

“On Price and Value: The Soul of Man Under Capitalism”, The Friday Seminar (Erasmus University) January 16, 
2004. 

“The Democratic Possibilities of the Collapse of ‘Democracy’: An Exercise in Applied Science Fiction” to the session 
on “The Coming Collapse of American ‘Democracy’: The Unfinished Business of the Cold War?”, Society for Socialist 
Studies (Dalhousie University) June 2, 2003. 

“For Failed States?: the Democratic Possibilities of the Collapse of ‘Democracy’” to “A Political Thought for the 21st 
Century: Historical Sources and New Perspectives”, Canadian Symposium for  Graduate Researchers in Political 
Theory (Université de Montréal) April 26, 2003. 

“Excellence Means Inequity: A Starting Point for Analysis” at Excellence Through Equity: Confronting the Tensions in 
Universities (University of Toronto) March 23, 2003. 

“Child Victims and the Criminal Justice System”, a submission to the Department of Justice Canada consultation of 
the same name, March 31, 2000, on behalf of the June 13 Committee.  

“Polyamory”, invited panelist, Sexuality Awareness Week, University of Toronto, March 2, 2000. 

“Ideas of the University”, lecture to the Free University of Toronto, February 9, 2000.  

“Beyond the Bedrooms of the Nation: Changing Canada’s Sex Laws”, discussion paper for forum of the same title, 
November 27, 1999, on behalf of the June 13 Committee. 

“A Response to Richard Schacht’s ‘W(h)ither Graduate Study in Philosophy?’” invited panelist American Philosophical 
Association, Eastern Division, December 30, 1998, Washington, D.C..  

“Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex”, invited lecture to PHL 102Y History of Western Philosophy, March 25, 1998. 



Comment on Roberta Morris’ “The I That I Am Not”, Ontario Philosophical Society (University of Toronto) November 1, 
1997. 

Comment on Jan Zwicky’s “Freud and the Roots of Philosophy”, 150th Anniversary Colloquium (University of Toronto) 
October 25, 1997. 

“Sage Philosophy in Africa and the Possibility of Fieldwork in Philosophy,” lecture to the Philosophy Course Union 
(University of Toronto), March 23, 1997.  

Convenor and Panelist, “What are we trying to teach when we teach Philosophy?: A Pedagogy Workshop,” a panel 
discussion under the auspices of the Teaching Committee and the Continental Philosophy Area Group, April 6, 1994. 

Comment on Michael Bussman’s “The Other Pairs in Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics”, Canadian Graduate Student 
Conference in Philosophy (University of Western Ontario), March 19, 1994.  

“The Difference: Aristotle on Reality,” the Martha Lile Love Essay Award Lecture, delivered to the Forum at the 
University of Toronto, March 10, 1994. 

“Myth and Post-Structuralism” invited lecture to CLA 305S Theories of Myth, April 2, 1992.  

 
PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 

  
“Evaluating Equity: the Equity & Engagement Advisory Group to the Early Years Community Plan 2016-2020”, 
remarks as a panelist to the Hamilton Early Years Research & Evaluation Network, November 25, 2019. 

“Early Development Instrument: 2015 Results”, usually with audience-specific supplemental content, to: 

• Child Care System Management staff, November 25, 2017. 
• Early Literacy Hamilton, June 20, 2017. 
• Physical Literacy for All – Early Years, in two parts, April 10 and June 20, 2017. 
• St. Ann Catholic Elementary School teaching staff, April 4, 2017. 
• Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board (HWDSB) high-performing Full Day Kindergarten educator 

teams, February 21, 2017. 
• Family Support Program staff, February 17, 2017. 
• Child Care Supervisors’ Professional Learning Community, February 9, 2017. 
• Family Support Program coordinators, January 19, 2017. 
• Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board (HWCDSB) elementary principals, December 21, 

2016 with follow-up on March 8, 2017. 
• Neighbourhood Initiatives staff, December 6, 2016. 
• Best Start Network, October 21, 2016. 
• Performance, Planning & Evaluation, September 27, 2016. 
• Family Health & Health Living management teams, Public Health Services, September 22, 2016. 
• Best Start Network, June 17, 2016. 

(posters and interactive display) “The Early Development Instrument”, to Play Together, Learn Together parent event, 
March 29, 2017. 

“Self-Regulation in the 2015 EDI” to Public Health staff, November 28, 2016. 

“The Middle Years Development Instrument (MDI)” to the Association of Public Health Epidemiologists of Ontario, 
October 26, 2016. 

“Early Development Instrument: 2015 Predicted Results with 2002-15 Actuals” to Early Years Research & Evaluation 
committee, June 13, 2016. 

“The Parent & Family Engagement Framework” to:  

• Child Care Supervisors’ Network, April 14, 2016. 
• Family Health division staff, Public Health Services (as workshop), March 20, 2013. 

“Hamilton’s Local Evaluation of Full Day Kindergarten”, to: 

• Best Start Network, June 20, 2014. 
• HWDSB Early Childhood Educator Professional Activity Day, March 7, 2014. 

“Hamilton’s OEYC Participation”, to Ontario Early Years Centre staff Citywide training, June 13, 2014. 

“… From Hamilton” to EDI Symposium, Toronto Region MISA (Managing Information for Student Achievement) 
Professional Networking Centre (Mississauga), May 16, 2014. 



“An Introduction to the Early Development Instrument (EDI)” to:  

with 2010 results 
• HWDSB Early Childhood Educator Professional Activity Day (with hands-on training), March 7, 2014. 
• as “L’instrument de mesure du développement de la petite enfance (IMDPE) en Hamilton: Une 

introduction” to Collège Boréal, April 10, 2012. 
• HWDSB Evidence-Based Education and Services Team (with supplemental material), March 20, 2012. 

with 2008 results 
• Family Health Division staff, Public Health Services, September 30, 2010. 
• Personalized Child Supports committee, March 2, 2010. 

 “The ‘PHacts!’ about Child Health in Hamilton” (with Luanne Jamieson and Katrice Carson) to Family Health Division 
staff, Public Health Services, January 31, 2014. 

“The Early Words Preschool Speech and Language Caseload: Two Analyses” to: 

• Early Words staff System Day, June 13, 2013. 
• as “Where do your clients reside? What you can learn from caseload mapping” (with supplemental 

material) to Personalized Child Supports committee, June 11, 2013. 
• Early Words management, April 5, 2013. 

“Child Care Neighbourhood Profiles” to Child Care System Planning Sessions, May 29 and 30, 2013.  

“Full Day Kindergarten Evaluation” to: 

• Personalized Child Supports committee, June 11, 2013. 
• Consolidated Municipal Services Manager (CMSM) Working Group, June 3, 2013. 
• HWDSB Knowledge Mobilization Lab, May 13, 2013. 
• Early Years Research & Evaluation committee, February 25, 2013. 

“An Overview of the EDI with special attention to Children with Special Needs” to Integrated Resources HUB staff, 
December 7, 2012. 

“Check It Out Planning: Gross & Fine Motor Skills and Multiple Challenges in the EDI” to: 

• Personalized Child Supports, November 13, 2012. 
• Check It Out Working Group, October 18, 2012. 

“Making Hamilton the Best Place to Raise a Child: Introducing Hamilton Best Start and the Early Development 
Instrument” to North Hamilton Community Health Centre staff, July 11, 2012. 

“The Linguistic Diversity of Hamilton” to Early Words staff System Day, May 31, 2012. 

“Speech & Language Services in the EDI/KPS: Early Identification, Treatment Success, and School Transition” to: 

• HWCDSB Speech-Language Pathologists, May 4, 2012. 
• HWDSB Speech-Language Pathologists, April 27, 2012. 
• Early Words staff, March 7, 2012. 
• Early Words management, February 3, 2012. 

“The EDI Sub-domains: 2010 Results” to Personalized Child Supports committee, April 10, 2012. 

“Transitions for Children with Special Needs in the EDI/KPS” to Personalized Child Supports committee, April 10, 
2012. 

“Logic Models Workshop” to Ontario Early Years Centre coordinators, February 13, 2012. 

“Breaking it down: Identifying neighbourhood developmental needs with the EDI” to Child Care Supervisors’ Network, 
February 8, 2012. 

“Early Development Instrument / Kindergarten Parent Survey 2010: School & Catchment Results” to HWCDSB 
principals, April 6, 2011. 

“Early Development Instrument / Kindergarten Parent Survey 2010: Site Results” to: 

• Boys & Girls Club staff, March 9, 2011 
• Boys & Girls Club board and management, January 19, 2011. 

“Early Development Instrument / Kindergarten Parent Survey 2010” to: 

• Social Development & Early Childhood Services management team, March 1, 2011. 

“The New Parent & Family Engagement Framework” to Personalized Child Supports committee, February 8, 2011. 

 



“What’s going on in North Lower Hamilton?” to: 

• Social Development & Early Childhood Services management team (with supplemental content), 
September 28, 2010. 

• Affiliated Services for Children & Youth staff, June 7, 2010. 
• Personalized Child Supports committee, May 4, 2010. 

“Data and Data Quality in the Early Years” to Ontario Early Years Centre staff Citywide training day, March 12, 2010. 

“Cultivating a Culture of Collaboration: Early Development Instrument: Data to Guide us Forward” to: 

• HWCDSB principals, February 10, 2010. 
• HWCDSB Kindergarten teachers and Early Childhood Educators, December 4, 2009. 

“Initial 2008 EDI Results: Francophone, French School Board and French Immersion students” to Reseau régionale 
Meilleur Départ, March 10, 2009. 

“Initial 2008 EDI Results” to: 

• EDI Study Group, May 19, 2009. 
• Affiliated Services for Children & Youth professional education staff, May 4, 2009. 
• Social Development Team, April 29, 2009. 
• Supplement to Clyde Hertzman lecture, April 1, 2009. 
• EDI Study Group, March 10, 2009. 


