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Holiday Party

The Holiday Party was held on December 5, 2014 at Le

Nouvel Hotel. It was a great success: the food was good, a

harpist played soothingly in the background and the sing-

along entertainment provided by the extempore MCLL

choir singing in English, French and Hebrew was much

appreciated. Thanks to Ann Pearson for a great job.

The first lecture in MCLL’s Fall 2014 Calendar was Launch of “Zest for

Learning”, a photo project undertaken by MCLL members Gordon Campey

and Nicole de Rochemont. An amateur portrait artist, Campey came up with

the idea of capturing his fellow MCLL members in a personal photo project.

That expanded to 30 individual portraits, which have been compiled into a

book and accompanied with text by de Rochemont, herself a published author

and fellow MCLL member. With Dr. Judith Potter, Dean of Continuing

Studies, and several of their subjects in attendance, de Rochemont conducted

a Q-and-A session with Campey, followed by a digital photo presentation and

excerpts from the book.

Guess who?

Gordon Campey asks his audience to guess whose portraits he’s about 

to reveal. To find out please turn to the last page. 

Annual General Meeting: Friday, March 27, 2015 

Spring Fling: Thursday, June 18, 2015

All members are welcome

http://www.pbase.com/gcampey/zest
http://www.pbase.com/gcampey/zest


 2 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

As you know, MCLL is celebrating 

25 years of success this year. We 

have already had two related 

events: the 25th Anniversary 

Conference and the Art Show last 

August. We wrote a letter to the 

Governor General of Canada, the 

Honourable David Johnston, to advise him of this 

anniversary. He was Principal and Vice-Chancellor of 

McGill University when MILR (as MCLL was 

known then) was founded, and was a strong supporter 

of the initiative. He very kindly returned a hand-

written note of congratulations. This is now posted on 

the notice-board at MCLL. 

 

(Dear Paul and Fiona, 

 Bravo on such a successful endeavour. Who knew in 

1989 what great things would occur! 

 David) 

Another anniversary event will take place at the 

Annual General Meeting to be held on March 27. We 

will be honouring the founding and long-term 

members of MCLL. 

You will be seeing a new format of the MCLL 

Calendar for the 2015 Spring Term. We will produce 

a single pocket-size format, allowing us to save 

significant money and effort compared to the current 

full-size and abbreviated calendars. 

We are also exploring the application of Quality 

Management Principles to the registration process at 

MCLL. These ISO (International Standards 

Organization) principles have been used successfully 

in both business and non-profit organizations to 

enhance user satisfaction. We hope to go on 

improving the effectiveness of our volunteer-based 

organization, as that is the only way of ensuring our 

continued success. 

I am pleased to report that registration for the Winter 

term is the best in 5 years.  

As ever, MCLL depends on the contribution of its 

members both in terms of delivering programs of 

value, and in terms of its operation. So please 

consider how you can help, in the office, on a 

committee, or by taking attendance at a lecture or 

event. Thank you. 

Paul Terni 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS’ REPORTS 

Curriculum Committee  

The Curriculum Committee is made 

up of 13 members, 10 of whom play 

the vital role of “liaison”.  Their task 

is to liaise with moderators and 

lecturers on an on-going basis. This is 

a support role, exercised according to 

need. At one end of the spectrum, the 

liaison merely follows up on the Call for Proposals; 

at the other end, he/she may help in validating a 

concept, developing content, finding a co-moderator, 

using classroom equipment, coping with difficult 

participants or relaying complaints to the Curriculum 

Committee. Together with the MCLL president, 

SCS/MCLL liaison and Curriculum Committee chair, 

they meet every term to review and approve the 

proposals and tentative schedule. New 

moderators/lecturers are assigned a liaison once they 

have submitted a proposal.  

The liaisons also take part in a “brown-bag 

lunch/meeting” held in the week preceding the start 

of every term. This new initiative allows first-time 

moderators/lecturers the opportunity to explain how 

they plan to proceed, voice their concerns, and ask 

questions. The next such meeting will be held at 

MCLL at noon on Wednesday, April 8. Members 

who have an interest in acquiring or developing 

moderating/lecturing skills are most welcome! 

MCLL’s current president, Paul Terni, is the former 

chair of the Curriculum Committee and the incoming 

president, Ruth Allan-Rigby, is a present member of 

the committee. This means that we are constantly 

looking for new members. If you have experience as 

a moderator or study group participant and are 

interested in being a dynamic liaison person, please 

get in touch with us at mcllcurriculum@videotron.ca. 

We will also be happy to receive your suggestions as 

to curriculum content. 

Chantal Tittley 

 

mailto:mcllcurriculum@videotron.ca


 3 

Volunteer Coordinator 

It is not what MCLL can do for us, but 

what we can do for MCLL to make it 

a success. MCLL is an organization 

that functions because of the efforts of 

its volunteers with, of course, great 

assistance from Ana. Last year I found 

about 200 volunteers for various tasks, although 

many of them tended to be the same people, offering 

their services to MCLL many times over. We are 

lucky to have some very reliable volunteers who help 

in the office, at lectures taking attendance, at other 

events and on committees and we all much appreciate 

their efforts. Members have come forward to offer 

assistance and when I receive the offers I log them 

and pass them to the various committee chairs as 

appropriate. We are always looking for volunteers to 

help on committees and at various events.  If anyone 

would like to help, please email me. My email can be 

obtained at the office. Thank you all for your help. 

Liz Parish 

Membership Committee 

The Membership Committee boasts 

five active members plus the Chair, 

Ruth Bresnen: Anthony Frayne, 

Alice Siderow, Paul Sharkey, 

Huguette Wiseman and Alan 

Sherwin, who have faithfully 

committed to monthly meetings and 

the tasks that they  plan each year. 

In May 2014, the mandate and corresponding 

objectives were redeveloped by the committee and 

approved by MCLL Council. The new mandate is to 

explore and implement ways to recruit new members 

and to retain current members with the objectives as 

follows: a) to showcase the MCLL facilities and 

program to the public; b) to track the source of new 

members; c) to monitor satisfaction of new and 

current members; d) to optimize ‘word of mouth’ 

amongst MCLL members; e) to explore other 

potential recruitment sources; f) and to explore and 

pursue strategic relationships that will result in a 

positive impact on MCLL membership 

In January 2014, a survey was conducted with new 

members to ascertain the source of the information 

leading to their registration in the MCLL line of 

events. The overwhelming source is word of mouth. 

Our goal is to explore the various tools needed to 

support members as they share the joys of MCLL 

with friends and family. 

To meet the demands of our mandate, an Open House 

was organized in November 2014. The committee 

worked with other MCLL members to stage the event 

which did not yield the attendance hoped for. 

However, some 30 people visited our premises and a 

few of them registered for our Winter study session. 

My thanks go to those who planned this event from 

June to November with enthusiasm, energy and 

efficiency. Our objective in the first six months of 

2015 is to monitor the satisfaction of new and current 

members. 

Ruth Bresnen 

Communications Committee  

This fall and winter we have been relying on 21 

wonderful volunteers who helped 

distribute our Calendar and, in 

November, the invitation to our Open 

House to over 30 centres such as 

libraries and various community 

centres in and around our city. We 

invite our members to pick up our 

Calendars and drop them at local bookstores or 

doctors’ offices in order to reach new audiences and 

help us advertise our stimulating programs as word of 

mouth still is the best way to attract new members. 

Also, we hope more members will bring a friend to a 

study group or lecture to show off our unique 

programs and the stimulation and fun we get out of 

them.   

To culminate this 25th Anniversary year, we look 

forward to honouring our founders at the AGM on 

March 27 and recognizing members who have been 

active for the past 25 years, together with our past 

presidents.  

Julie Wait 

Remembering Harold Entwistle 1923-2015  

Harold, a long-time member and 

moderator at MCLL, and former 

editor and chair of the newsletter 

committee died on February 7, 2015.    

Professor Emeritus at Concordia 

University, he obtained a Ph.D.  in 

Education from the University of 

London and later played a major role in founding the 

Department and graduate program in Educational 

Studies at Concordia University Harold authored 

many articles and books on education, and was a 

former president of the Canadian Philosophy of 

Education Society. He will be sorely missed.  
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MODERATOR PROFILES 

Peter Strobach 

Peter and his family came to Canada 

from Budapest, Hungary, in 1956.  

They settled in Outremont where 

Peter attended Guy-Drummond, 

Strathcona and Outremont High 

schools. The teachers there stressed 

the value of education and, in combination with the 

Jewish community services, provided a stimulating 

environment, helping him to develop the basic skills 

for lifelong learning at a young age. “When you see 

that, you continue,” he claims. He remembers how 

they sang the hymns dressed up as altar boys, even 

though 90% were Jewish, without feeling any 

contradiction to their faith.  He also notes that the 

majority of the children from those schools went on to 

university and many, with him, to McGill. There, 

attracted by the interdisciplinary aspects of urban 

geography and planning, and its relationships with 

sociology, economics, architecture and engineering, 

he obtained a B.Sc. (Honours) in Urban Geography.   

This path led  him to graduate studies, earning him an 

M.A. in Regional Science from the University of 

Pennsylvania. 

As an urban/regional transport analyst and planner, 

Peter worked on a wide variety of projects in the USA 

and in Canada, examples of which include the 

airplane noise problem around major U.S. airports, 

the extension of the Montréal subway and use of the 

Lachine Canal for recreational purposes.  

Married 45 years, Peter and his wife (a physician) met 

at McGill during their undergraduate years and, as 

both are interested in the sciences, they have been 

preparing for lifelong learning, self-teaching 

themselves in such fields as astronomy, geology and 

history. Finding that MCLL complements his lifelong 

learning efforts, Peter took the next step and became a 

co-moderator, although he is not yet fully retired. As 

such, Peter would encourage study groups to have at 

least two moderators to share the workload and 

reduce the strain for all, an approach he believes 

would encourage many to become active moderators. 

Peter has a vision where he sees MCLL members 

interacting with students and professors in different 

faculties, in history for example, as it already has with 

languages (the SPEAK program). The planning of the 

first steps needed to realize this vision is his major 

challenge at MCLL.  

Charlotte French 

 

Catherine Watson 

Catherine joined MCLL in the spring 

of 2011 and, in her first year, shared 

with Judith and David Schurman and 

others in the planning of the first 

MCLL Bloomsday-Montréal (June 

2012). She owns up to two academic 

backgrounds.  Her first degree was in English 

Literature (from a university in England). Later she 

studied Social Medicine and Health Services 

Research, working for three years as an 

editorial/research assistant in London and Baltimore.  

She came to Montreal at age 27, earned a Ph.D. in 

Sociology in 1981 at McGill and taught for ten years 

in different provinces in Canada, finally settling in 

Montréal.   

At MCLL she focuses mostly on fiction, drama and 

creative writing. She moderated her first study group 

in the fall of 2014 on the later short fiction of two of 

her favourite writers, Jean Rhys and Doris Lessing. 

She is planning two new study groups for next year:  

a five-week group for the fall of 2015 on Margaret 

Atwood’s most recent collection of short fiction, 

Stone Mattress (2014), and a ten-week group for the 

winter of 2016 on stories about war and civilians, 

using short stories by modern writers, and, probably, 

selections from Timothy Findley’s The Wars.  

Catherine enjoys reading, especially Canadian 

literature, and more especially Atwood and Laurence. 

She is also a film aficionado, with a preference for 

Canadian and European films.  

Sandra Duchow 

 

Clifford Parr 

Clifford Parr is a native-born 

Montrealer whose grandparents came 

here from Scotland. He grew up in the 

East end of the city in St. Léonard. He 

graduated from McGill with a B.A. 

and took post-graduate studies in 

Education and the teaching of media and computer 

technology. He added a B.A. in English from 

Concordia before embarking on a teaching career in 

the Jérôme Le Royer School Board's English sector, 

which MCLL’s Morty Ellis headed at the time. This 

is Clifford’s second full year with MCLL, following 
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his initiation by Dennis Creamer. He says he has a 

keen interest in the theater and noted that there was a 

lack of study groups dealing with stage plays. Having 

designed the study group “Playing with Chekhov,” he 

is enjoying the experience and is pleased with the 

enthusiastic reception from the participants, whom he 

finds positive and forthcoming. He would like to 

moderate more theatrical-themed sessions in the 

future. So, after Chekhov, we may have Shaw or 

Ibsen or even Coward. Having spent a career 

following a prescribed teaching format and 

curriculum, he is pleased to be able to formulate and 

deliver a course of his own. 

Clifford is the eldest of a family of six. He and his 

Italian wife of 30 years have two children in their 

twenties, both of whom still live at home. He is an 

opera fan and a keen gardener with a corner lot that 

provides space for veggies as well as shrubs and 

flowers. 

Eleanor Hynes 

 

Helaine Kliger 

Talk about taking the bull by the 

horns: Helaine Kliger was invited by 

an MCLL member to attend his  

study group and, before she put her 

coat on to go home after the class, 

she went into the office to make an 

offer: to moderate a study group on 

women artists!  It wasn't as if she had no knowledge 

of the topic. She had been lecturing on it for several 

years but to take on a bunch of MCLL students so 

spontaneously, she didn't know what she was in for! 

But she enjoyed it - so much so that this is now the 

third time she has given her course. She has a wealth 

of experience. With a degree in Art History from 

Concordia University, she has spent many years 

researching women artists for she has always felt that 

women are largely in the minority, in European art at 

least. She was a guide for several years at the 

Montreal Museum of Fine Arts. She is now looking 

forward to her first five-week session on women 

artists who often worked alongside or competitively 

with their male counterparts. 

Lesley Régnier 

 

 

Marjolaine Lalonde 

Marjolaine Lalonde anime durant la 

session MCLL hiver 2015 le groupe 

d’étude « Imaginations en français ». 

Elle a pris sa retraite il y a quelques 

années, ayant, au début de sa 

carrière, enseigné le français - langue 

seconde  aux jeunes  de 12 à 18 ans. 

Elle a connu  MCLL  par des amies.  La littérature et 

l’histoire sont ses premiers intérêts mais sa curiosité 

est  vaste : tout l’intéresse. Elle apprécie la formule 

MCLL qui encourage  les participants à développer  

leur  enthousiasme. Les animateurs démontrent leur 

désir de susciter l’inspiration et de rendre vivantes 

leurs présentations. 

Voici ce que Marjolaine dit de son expérience : « J’ai 

co-animé l’automne dernier,  avec Paul Costopoulos,  

le groupe d’études “Imaginations en français » qui  

réunissait une dizaine de participants appréciant 

l’écriture en mode créatif.     Et l’expérience se 

poursuit maintenant à l’hiver 2015.  Des  thèmes 

variés  choisis hebdomadairement  nourrissent  notre  

plaisir d’écrire.  Ça rejoint aussi d’autres  plaisirs : 

celui de lire, au profit de chacun, les textes imaginés,  

le plaisir d’apprendre et de découvrir les événements 

et les expériences de vie relatées.  C’est, bien sûr, 

l’agrément de se rencontrer et de partager ces écrits 

personnalisés.   Nous apprenons à nous connaître et à 

valoriser l’expérience humaine par le truchement de 

ce que nous aimons faire : écrire !  C’est pour cette 

raison que j’ai accepté de continuer l’animation au 

programme de MCLL cet hiver.  Joignez-vous à 

nous!  Vous aimerez. 

Roch DesRochers  

Diane Quart 

Diane Quart was a physical education 

teacher at Marianapolis College for 

over 17 years, and also taught English 

as a Second Language for two 

summers to non-Anglophone students 

to prepare them for their studies in 

English at the college. More recently, as Academic 

Advisor, she helped to introduce and guide students 

through the CEGEP system in preparation for their 

university studies. Diane Quart feels very fortunate 

and privileged to have worked with students at the 

CEGEP level. While some students know exactly 

what and where they want to study at university, for 

many others, their years at CEGEP are a time of 
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change, growth and uncertainty. It was very 

satisfying and gratifying for Diane to help these 

students explore their options and help them with 

their choices.  

Diane recounted how John Nolan introduced her to 

MCLL after her retirement in November 2013. She 

enjoyed his study group “The New Yorker” 

immensely and jumped at the opportunity when he 

asked her if she would accept being his co-moderator. 

She is now taking an art study group among others, 

and bubbling with enthusiasm at the range of other 

groups to be sampled. 

Paula Friedlander 

 

Marjorie Sharp: a well-deserved award 

In October of 2014, 

Marjorie Sharp, a 

leader in care for the 

vulnerable, was 

presented with the 

Sheila and Victor 

Goldbloom Distin-

guished Community 

Service Award by 

the Québec Com-

munity Groups Net-

work. 

In her character-

istically modest 

way, Marjorie says, 

“I don’t feel I 

deserve it.”  We 

think she does. A 

retired lawyer, she 

helped found a number of community organizations, 

including L’Abri en Ville, housing for people with 

mental illness, Auberge Madeleine a shelter for 

battered women, and Elder-Aide, providing legal aid 

to seniors. 

Born and raised in London, England, Marjorie left a 

secretarial job at the Sunday Times at age 21 to sail 

to Canada for what she expected would be a brief 

visit. After a stay in Toronto, she visited Montréal 

and was enchanted. She found work as a secretary at 

a local law firm and settled in at the downtown 

YWCA , on whose board she would later serve. 

 

Evenings, Marjorie attended courses at Sir George 

Williams University, earning a Bachelor of Arts in 

philosophy and literature.  Impressed with her drive 

and intelligence, her bosses encouraged her to 

consider a legal career. At 40, she entered law school 

and earned two law degrees. Marjorie practiced 

family law and taught commercial law at Concordia.  

Not one to sit back, she devoted spare time to the 

volunteer work she continues today. At Christ Church 

Cathedral she recently helped organize a full-course 

dinner for 200 street people. She’s much appreciated 

by residents of L’Abri for offering free tours of new 

exhibitions at the Montréal Museum of Fine Arts. 

Marjorie has been a member of MCLL since 2002 

and loves meeting people with varied backgrounds 

and similar interests. She also enjoys the fun of 

exploring new areas of learning. While initially 

drawn to history study groups, she has branched out 

to other areas-- poetry, writing, music, science. 

Clearly, Marjorie is a multi-faceted woman! Will she 

slow down soon?  “Slow down?” she says, “what 

would I do with myself?”      

 Nancy Grayson and Sue Purcell 

 

When Irish Eyes are Smiling... 

Events are lining up for the 

2015 Bloomsday cele-

brations. Launched origin-

nally by MCLL members 

Judith and David Schurman, 

Festival Bloomsday 

Montréal is proud to 

announce that this year's 

keynote speaker is Kevin 

Birmingham, lecturer in 

History & Literature at 

Harvard and currently an 

instructor in the Harvard 

College Writing Program. 

Mr. Birmingham will talk about his recent work, The 

Most Dangerous Book: the Battle for James Joyce’s 

Ulysses, which sheds light on new information about 

Joyce and the story surrounding Ulysses and presents 

a gripping examination of how the world came to say 

yes to the greatest novel of the 20th century. The 

Jewish Public Library, which graciously hosted last 

year's keynote speaker, has again offered its 

hospitality and financing for this lecture, which will 

close the 2015 Bloomsday events on June 16. 
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Atwater Library, Westmount Library and Concordia 

University are all hosting events.  For example, the 

Atwater Library will host a cabaret on Friday, June 

12. Later that afternoon, the film that was Ireland's 

entry in the European Film Festival, Ballymun 

Lullaby, will be screened at Concordia. Also at 

Concordia, the School of Irish Studies will host 

academic panels with interesting speakers on the 

Monday. 

The gala last year was so very successful that another 

has been organized with a new format and content.  

Plans are in the works to invite local singers and Irish 

groups to take part.  This will take place at Victoria 

Hall, Westmount, the evening of Saturday, June 13. 

The same day, at 10 a.m., Ruth Rigby has offered to 

do another walking tour of ''Irish'' Montreal: Point St. 

Charles. 

The Irish pubs have always shown great support for 

Bloomsday and provided warm and friendly venues 

for evening get-togethers. Mclean’s Pub and the Irish 

Embassy Pub are on board again and dying to pour 

out the Guinness! The popular reading by Kathleen 

Fee from the final Penelope episode of Ulysses will 

take place on the Sunday at the Irish Embassy Pub 

where you can enjoy a special pub menu and take 

part in a pub quiz. For all those interested, 

Bloomsday’s Kevin Wright will start a Finnegans 

Wake reading group at Westmount Library starting 

on Wednesday, March 18 at 7:30 p.m. As well, 

Maggie Benfield and David Schurman will lead a 

study group on reading Ulysses at the MCLL from 

mid-April to mid-June.  Keep up to date on events 

and news at bloomsdaymontreal.com.  

Lesley Régnier 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOK SUGGESTIONS 

Non-Fiction 

You are Here by Chris Hadfield 

(2014) hardback. Hadfield’s best 

space photographs and his 

illuminating text make us appreciate 

our planet in a new way. 

This Changes Everything by Naomi Klein (2014) 

hardback. A hugely important and surprisingly 

readable book. 

Seven Days in the Art World by Sarah Thornton 

(2010) paperback. An entertaining and informative 

foray into the complex world of contemporary art. 

The World of Yesterday by Stefan Zweig (2013) 

paperback. Anthea Bell’s new translation does full 

justice to Zweig’s beautiful writing. His best book. 

How to Cook Everything Fast by Mark Bittman 

(2014) hardback. Bittman’s new book with recipes 

you won’t find on the internet will encourage you to 

keep on cooking. 

Fiction 

Arctic Summer by Damon Galgut (2013) paperback. 

A perfect blend of fact and fiction—the Indian 

experience that was the catalyst for Forster’s writing 

of A Passage to India. 

When I Lived in Modern Times by Linda Grant 

(2007) paperback. Winner of the Orange Prize in 

2002. An idealistic young girl’s initiation into reality 

during the final period of the British mandate in 

Palestine. Extraordinarily relevant today. 

Vanessa and Her Sister by Priya Parmar. A brilliant 

and audacious tour de force—Vanessa comes into her 

own with the invention of her diary. 

All My Puny Sorrows by Miriam Toews (2014) 

paperback. Tragically humourous and compulsively 

readable despite the difficult subject matter. Has been 

acclaimed as Toews’s best book. 

Butcher’s Crossing by John Williams (2007) 

paperback. Originally published in 1960, this 

revisionist Western by the author of Stoner is another 

forgotten masterpiece now given a new life. 

Pamela Sachs 

Newsletter Committee 
 

Co-chairs: Charlotte French and Lesley Régnier  
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ART IN THE LOUNGE
Congratulations to Andrée LaHaise, Administrative Assistant, Dean’s Office, School of Continuing Studies and oil

and acrylic painting artist who received the « Coup de Cœur » and second place nomination all categories for her

work at the Festival de peinture de Mascouche 2014.
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