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AbOuT MCLL
Welcome to the McGill Community for Lifelong Learning! MCLL is a dynamic, 
self-financing organization within the McGill School of Continuing Studies. 
It is volunteer-run, under the guidance of a Council elected from among its 
members.

 MCLL is for people who wish to share their knowledge, experience, interests 
and aspirations with others and to continue learning in a congenial setting –  
for the sheer joy of it!

 There are four terms to a year. Fall, winter and spring are 10-week terms with 
a complete program of study groups, lectures, workshops, outings and social 
activities. An abbreviated program is presented, on Wednesdays only, in the 
summer. 

À PrOPOs De LA CACM
Bienvenue à la Communauté d’apprentissage continu de McGill ! La CACM est 
un regroupement dynamique, autofinancé, faisant partie de l’École d’éducation 
permanente de l’Université McGill. Son fonctionnement est assuré par des 
bénévoles, selon les orientations fournies par un conseil d’administration élu 
parmi les membres de la CACM

 La CACM s’adresse à ceux qui ont le désir de partager leur savoir avec d’autres, 
dans un environnement sympathique, tout en faisant l’acquisition de nouvelles 
connaissances – simplement pour le plaisir d’apprendre! Un programme complet 
(groupes d’étude, conférences, ateliers, sorties et activités sociales) est offert à 
l’automne, en hiver et au printemps; le programme estival est considérablement 
plus restreint. La plupart des éléments du programme sont offerts en anglais. 

reGIsTrATION AND PAYMeNT PrOCeDures
Full or associate members may take part in any summertime activity. 
Information on membership and registration may be found online at www.
mcgill.ca/mcll_joy. Summer registration opens on June 20. 

There is an $8 fee for lectures, workshops and outings, payable by cheque in 
advance; the fee on the day of the event is $10, payable in cash only.

INsCrIPTION eT PAIeMeNT
Les membres et membres associés peuvent s’inscrire à toutes les activités estivales. 
Les inscriptions pour le semestre estival peuvent se faire à compter du 20 juin. 
Les renseignements sur l’adhésion et l’inscription sont disponibles en direct sur 
www.mcgill.ca/mcll_joy. 

Les frais de participation aux conférences, aux ateliers, et aux sorties sont de 8 $ 
lorsque payés par chèque à l’avance et de 10 $, payable en argent comptant, le jour 
même.
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LeCTures, WOrKsHOPs, AND OuTINGs

 
Wednesday, July 6, 10 a.m.

 

295 Terrorism – Latest Developments
Presenter: Mireille Coulourides

An overview of the latest developments in the War on Terrorism in the Middle 
East.

  
296 Visit to the Holocaust Museum, Côte-Ste-Catherine 
Coordinator: Claire Stern

An opportunity for the group to have a guided tour of the Holocaust Museum 
and a possibility of having a Holocaust survivor address the group. This is an 
enlightening and very moving experience. There will be an additional (nominal) 
entrance fee.

Wednesday, July 6, 1 p.m.

 297 Challenges for the McGill Faculty of Medicine in the 21st Century 
Presenter: David Eidelman

Demographic pressures, health care reform and rapidly changing technology 
mean that the future of medicine is very different from its past. This creates 
enormous challenges for health care education and research. This lecture 
will describe the challenges and opportunities presented by this challenging 
environment.

  298 Collage Tales: Mandalas and Drum Journeys 
Presenter: Ilona Martonfi

For writers, artists, storytellers and other creative leaders. The format is 
experiential learning: visual journaling, storytelling, mandala drawing. 
Requirements: paper, pen, crayons.
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Wednesday, July 13, 10 a.m.

  
299 Catch a Metro - Take a Walk - Discover Dorchester Square 
Coordinator: Ruth Allan Rigby

Take a metro to Bonaventure and meet outside at the corner of rue de la 
Cathédrale/Place du Canada at 9:50 a.m. Come and explore this public square 
and hear about its fascinating history - some visible but most now largely 
invisible. From a place of cemeteries, it became a prestigious area of Victorian 
townhouses and, later, several historical monuments of the British Empire were 
erected. The square is now dominated by office blocks and condos.

 336 A Mixture of Mozart 
Presenter: Morty Ellis

Spend a relaxing morning mesmerized by the music of this master. A selection 
of his works in various genres will be presented in DVD format including 
orchestral, instrumental and vocal featuring outstanding artists.

 301 How Dangerous is Putin?
Presenter: Frédéric Wagnière

After the affable Boris Yeltsin, Vladimir Putin is a political loner. How 
dangerous is that, considering that Ivan the Terrible and Joseph Stalin were also 
political loners?

Wednesday, July 13, 1 p.m. 

302 Dimensions of Silence in Music
Presenter: Malcolm Goldstein

Silence is an essential ingredient of music. In its various manifestations, it shapes 
our experience of the music. Music of the world will be listened to and discussed 
to focus on this dimension.

   303 Journal-Writing for Wholeness
Presenter: Manon Wascher

This workshop focuses on self-knowledge and self-care through journal-
writing; participants are led to explore their lives, emotions and situations in a 
fun, safe and healing environment. These workshops garner the many benefits 
related to this age-old practice. Bring your journals or some paper, we will be 
writing!
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Wednesday, July 20, 10 a.m. 

  304 Lost and Found in Translation 
Presenter: Noga Emanuel

Translation is hard to do. I will very briefly (30 minutes) explain some 
translation theories and ethics of translations and then move on to active 
experimenting with some texts. Participants are encouraged, indeed expected (!), 
to come with their own translations of a favourite poem, short prose, proverb, 
etc. for discussion. The greater the variety of source languages, the more fun will 
be had!

 305 The Global War on Terror: Historical Perspectives and Double 
Standards 
Presenter: Jeremy Kuzmarov, University of Tulsa

This talk will address the long arc of the U.S. War on Terror going back several 
decades. Based on a survey of leading scholarly and journalistic literature, it will 
cover some of the double standards of US foreign policy in supporting Islamic 
extremist groups such as the Afghan mujahidin in the 1980s and al Qaeda in 
Bosnia, Central Asia and Libya, as well as the controversy surrounding the US 
alliance with Saudi Arabia, a primary sponsor of Sunni extremist groups in the 
Middle East. The talk will provide a critical perspective on the modern-day War 
on Terror aiming to engender audience discussion.

Wednesday, July 20, 1 p.m. 

 306 Clarence Gagnon: His Life and Art 
Presenter: Connie Lavallée

Clarence Gagnon is widely recognized as one of Canada’s greatest and most 
popular artists. Although he maintained a studio in Paris for many years, he 
never lost his love for the Laurentians and the Charlevoix region. Best known 
for his landscapes of rural Québec, Gagnon was also a passionate outdoorsman 
and an avid promoter of Québec handicrafts.

307 Music and Time 
Presenter: Sherry Steinberg

Music and time are very much integrated. Tempo and rhythm (time) are very 
much a part of music. Also, music often hijacks our perception of time: it can 
make us think that time has stopped, or is going faster or slower than it really is.
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Wednesday, July 27, 10 a.m. 

 
308 Introducing the Musical Talent of Jennifer Higdon 
Presenter: Ann Pearson

Pulitzer Prize and Grammy Award winner Jennifer Higdon (b. 1962) is one of 
America’s most acclaimed and frequently performed contemporary classical 
composers. In 2015, her opera based on the novel Cold Mountain by Charles 
Frazier was premiered by the Santa Fe Opera. The lecture will feature excerpts 
from the opera and other examples of her compositions.

 309 Unusual Ports-of-Call
Presenter: Paul Terni

In January 2016, I went on a Trans-Atlantic cruise from Barbados to Cape 
Town. On the way, we called at Devil’s Island, four ports in Northeastern Brazil, 
and then across the Atlantic to Togo, Benin, Sao Tomé, Luanda and two ports 
in Namibia. We will screen photos from these locations together with some 
explanatory and editorial remarks.

  
310 Hudson Self-Guided Visit and Picnic/Swim 
Coordinator: Chantal Tittley

This all-day event provides an opportunity to visit one of the most interesting 
country locations close to Montréal, and then spend the rest of the day 
picnicking, playing lawn games in an idyllic waterfront setting and cooling off 
in a private pool. Participants should bring their own lunch, swimsuit, towel, 
hat, sunscreen, insect repellent, camera, etc. They can car-pool on their own or 
offer/request a lift through the event coordinator. Upon registering, participants 
will receive information such as location details, a suggested timetable and a list 
of attractions they can visit on their own.

Wednesday, July 27, 1 p.m.

311 First Folio of Shakespeare – 1623
Presenter: Ruth Allan Rigby

This lecture will be a history and biography of the First Folio, the manuscripts 
that consolidated Shakespeare’s posthumous reputation. It will explore the ways 
people have interacted with this iconic book over the four hundred years of its 
history. This includes the interactions between owners, readers, thieves, forgers, 
collectors, actors, and scholars. An illustrated lecture.
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Wednesday, July 27, 1 p.m. continued

 
312 The Refugee Crisis and the European Union 
Presenter: Mireille Coulourides

The impact of the refugee crisis on the EU and on the Mediterranean countries.

Wednesday, August 3, 10 a.m.

 
313 Wonderful Worlds of TED and YouTube  
Presenter: Paul Kuai-Yu Leong

TED (Technology, Entertainment, Design – NOT Ted Cruz!) lectures and 
YouTube (films and clips) provide free video opportunities to enlarge our 
horizons through the internet. They are a media phenomenon, “Ideas worth 
spreading”, so let’s share a Wonderful Wednesday with the wonderful worlds of 
TED and YouTube!

 
314 The Roots of Secular Humanism
Presenter: Michel Virard

We will explore the roots of modern, secular humanism. We will have to go back 
to the 6th century BCE and to faraway places: China, India, Greece to find the 
origin of the ethics of human rights and of our modern support for science as 
the unbound, exclusive way to reliable human knowledge. 

Wednesday, August 3, 1 p.m. 

315 Dickens and his Descendants 
Presenter: Lyse Dubé

Become acquainted with Charles Dickens, his siblings, his children, and his 
descendants, many of whom were involved in the arts. This lecture will feature 
Kate Dickens, Charles’s second daughter, who was considered to be a wonderful 
painter.

316 Night… Dawn and Sunrise 
Presenter: René Welter

Mystical, magical evocations in music by Ravel, Sibelius, De Falla, Nielsen, 
Ginastera, Strauss and Wagner.
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Wednesday, August 10, 10 a.m. 

 317 Overview of the Climate Change Situation Worldwide 
Presenter: France Séguin

Climate change is more than ever a prominent issue that concerns everybody, 
Canadians and the entire world. What do we do? What is being done elsewhere 
to address the issue? This presentation will review the situation in different 
countries - EU, USA, China, India, Russia, Brazil and obviously in Canada. It 
addresses the present situation, the policies to address the problem, mitigation 
measures adopted and to come, and the future outlook.

 318 Desert Diamonds: Boom and Bust in Namibia  
Presenter: Paul Terni

Namibia’s west coast consists of huge wind-swept dunes on the edge of the 
Namibian desert. In the 19th century, there was a guano boom based on the 
offshore islands. The deposits were exhausted: bust! In the early 20th century, 
diamonds were discovered on the surface of the desert: boom! Then the 
economics changed and the original towns were abandoned. Kulmanskop was 
a very modern town in the 1910-30s but it is now sand-logged. We will describe 
this extraordinary story.

Wednesday, August 10, 1 p.m. 

319 The Hidden Treasures of Korean Art and Modern Korea  
Presenter: Korean Spirit and Culture Promotion Project

Once known as the Land of the Morning Calm, South Korea now possesses 
the 10th to 12th largest economy in the world and is becoming more and more 
important in the world’s economy, culture and politics. The Korean Spirit and 
Culture Promotion Project was formed in 2005 to promote Korean history and 
culture, the spirit of its people, and its cultural values to the wider world.

The program will include two short documentary films: the first illustrates the 
artistic and cultural achievements of Korea’s past, and the second shows Korea’s 
industrial progress since the Korean War. Afterwards, homemade Korean 
desserts will be served. 

 
320 The History of Jazz from Christopher Columbus to Today 
Presenter: Harry Shapiro
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Wednesday, August 17, 10 a.m.

 321 Catch a Metro - Take a Walk – Shaughnessy Village  
Coordinator: Barbara Covington

Take the metro to Atwater. Meet at the Atwater entrance to the old Forum at 
10 a.m. Sites to be seen: newly renovated Cabot Square, the venerable Atwater 
Library, the vacated Children’s Hospital, the Canadian Centre for Architecture 
and its sculpture garden.

322 The Great Recession 
Presenter: Frédéric Wagnière

We have not learned much since the Great Crash of 1929 but, in 2008 and 2009, 
what we had learned saved us from a fate worse than the Great Depression.

Wednesday, August 17, 1 p.m.

323 Street People
Presenter: Mebbie Aikens

Who are the young (and not so young) people we see on the street who are 
homeless? Why are they there and how did they end up on the street?

 324 The Life of Edith Piaf
Presenter: Harry Shapiro

Wednesday, August 24, 10 a.m. 

325 Accentuate the Positive 
Presenter: Sharen McDonald

“All who would win joy, must share it; happiness was born a twin.” (Lord Byron) 
Too often we are bombarded by depressing, negative news when in reality there is 
an abundance of good news in the world. Here is an opportunity to share the joy!

326 The Art of Storytelling in Journalism
Presenter: Tarah Schwartz

Tarah will relate how the media has the power to instill change and will speak 
passionately about how strong journalism is about more than “just the facts”; it 
finds a narrative that touches and impacts people.

Since 2003, Tarah has been anchoring CTV Montréal’s weekend news. She also 
works as a daily news reporter and has garnered several awards for her work.
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Wednesday, August 24, 1 p.m.         

 
327 Libraries Online  
Presenter: Fiona Clark

Discover the convenience of accessing the McGill Library catalogue online to 
locate references and renew books from home. Learn how to use your McGill 
email address to access and download e-books and journal articles from the 
Worldwide Catalogue. We will discuss strategies for finding the most relevant 
material and determining availability.

 
328 A Visit to Petra – Wonderland of the Past 
Presenter: Thelma (Timmy) Cohen

A rose-red city half as old as time…. Petra, a remote dead city in Jordan, has been 
declared the 8th Wonder of the Ancient World and a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. Marvel at its deep canyons and multi-coloured cliffs into which the ancient 
city was carved. This illustrated lecture will focus on Petra’s history, the culture 
of its Nabatean inhabitants, and its magnificent sights.

 
329 Walk: Montréal’s First Skyscrapers
 Coordinators: Paul Terni and  
Barbara MacLeod-Rey 

Montréal’s construction of PVM meant that other buildings eluded demolition. 
Their survival permits exterior and lobby views of a unique architectural 
evolution, a rare part of our history, often forgotten. Time 1.5 hours; wear good 
shoes, bring an umbrella. Meeting place: 360, rue St-Jacques, Métro stop: Place 
d’Armes.



MCLL LeCTures, OuTINGs, AND WOrKsHOPs
   

DATE   EVENT | PRESENTER No. 

Jul. 6, 10:00 a.m.   Terrorism - Latest Developments | Mireille Coulourides 295  
  Visit to the Holocaust Museum, Côte-Ste-Catherine | Claire Stern 296

Jul. 6, 1:00 p.m.   Challenges for the Faculty of Medicine in the 21st Century | David Eidelman 297
    Collage Tales: Mandalas and Drum Journeys | Ilona Martonfi 298 

Jul. 13, 10:00 a.m.   Catch a Metro-Take a Walk- Dorchester Square | Ruth Allan Rigby 299 
  A Mixture of Mozart | Morty Ellis 336 
   How Dangerous is Putin? | Frédéric Wagnière 301

Jul. 13, 1:00 p.m.   Dimensions of Silence in Music | Malcolm Goldstein 302
    Journal-Writing for Wholeness | Manon Wascher 303

Jul. 20, 10:00 a.m.  Lost and Found in Translation | Noga Emanuel 304
    The Global War on Terror: Historical Perspectives and Double Standards |  305  

Jeremy Kuzmarov

Jul. 20, 1:00 p.m.   Clarence Gagnon: His Life and Art | Connie Lavallée 306
   Music and Time | Sherry Steinberg 307

Jul. 27, 10:00 a.m.   Introducing the Musical Talent of Jennifer Higdon | Ann Pearson 308
  Unusual Ports-of-Call | Paul Terni 309
    Hudson Self-Guided Visit and Picnic/Swim | Chantal Tittley 310

Jul. 27, 1:00 p.m.   First Folio of Shakespeare-1623 | Ruth Allan Rigby 311

    The Refugee Crisis and the European Union | Mireille Coulourides 312

Aug. 3, 10:00 a.m.   Wonderful Worlds of TED and YouTube | Paul Kuai-Yu Leong 313
   The Roots of Secular Humanism | Michel Virard 314

Aug. 3, 1:00 p.m.   Dickens and his Descendants | Lyse Dubé 315
   Night…Dawn and Sunrise | René Welter 316

Aug. 10, 10:00 a.m.   Overview of the Climate Change Situation Worldwide | France Séguin 317
    Desert Diamonds: Boom and Bust in Namibia | Paul Terni 318

Aug. 10, 1:00 p.m.   Hidden Treasures of Korean Art and Modern Korea | Korean Spirit and  319 
Culture Promotion Project 

    The History of Jazz from Christopher Columbus to Today | Harry Shapiro 320

Aug. 17, 10:00 a.m.   Catch a Metro-Take a Walk-Shaughnessy Village | Barbara Covington 321
   The Great Recession | Frédéric Wagnière 322

Aug. 17, 1:00 p.m.  Street People | Mebbie Aikens 323
   The Life of Edith Piaf | Harry Shapiro 324

Aug. 24, 10:00 a.m.  Accentuate the Positive | Sharen McDonald 325
    The Art of Storytelling in Journalism | Tarah Schwartz 326

Aug. 24, 1:00 p.m.  Libraries Online | Fiona Clark 327
   A Visit to Petra-Wonderland of the Past | Timmy Cohen 328
    Walk: Montréal’s First Skyscrapers | Paul Terni & Barbara MacLeod-Rey 329



www.mcgill.ca/mcll_ joy

688, rue sherbrooke ouest, bureau 229, Montréal (Québec) H3A 3r1
Téléphone : 514 398-8234 | Télécopieur : 514 398-2757

mcll.scs@mcgill.ca


