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An AGM in A major
Mme Isolde Lagacé, General and Artistic Director of
the program Music at the Museum at the Montreal
Museum of Fine Arts, was the guest speaker at the
recent 2013 Annual General Meeting of MCLL. Mme
Lagacé made us proud of Montreal when she reminded
us of how much serious professional music is available
to concert-goers in this city.
In a very lively
presentation, she described the evolution of MMFA’s
music program from initial vision, through cordial
negotiations between the Bourgie family and the
Museum, to culmination in support for the new Claire
and Marc Bourgie Pavilion, which includes a beautiful
concert hall and a rich collaboration between the arts, in
this case visual art, and music. The concert hall was
developed in the nave of the former Erskine and
American Church, an acoustically very fine space, and
is graced with the church’s magnificent Tiffany stainedglass windows. The Bourgie Concert Hall is a chamber
music venue where many well established groups, such
as Les Violons du Roi and Arion Baroque Orchestra,
perform.
It is also intended to foster some of the
brilliant young musicians currently being trained in
Montreal. A hilarious part of Mme Lagace’s
presentation described her first day at work with an
empty office, an empty computer and a heightened
sense of the scale of what she was taking on. This
clearly did not last long. Soon, the program and the hall
were thriving. We wish Mme Lagacé continued
success with this exciting manifestation of Montreal’s
musical spirit!
Mary Ann Mongeau
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Notes from the Outgoing and Incoming
Presidents: Colin Hudson and Tony Wait
Our most important priority
continues to be to increase our
membership which, as you
probably know, has declined for
several years but which we think
and hope has stabilized in the past
year. MCLL has a number of
projects underway to promote its
learning opportunities within the
community and, with this, boost
our membership.
We will be hiring a membership
expansion consultant very soon
whose job will be to research and
establish links and a collaborative
relationship with both local large
companies and cultural and
community organizations in order
to promote MCLL and to increase our numbers. We
will also shortly be carrying out a targeted mailing to
all McGill alumni of the appropriate age and who are
living in the Montreal area.
The final stage of upgrading our classrooms,
including room 243 which will have a fixed projector
and screen, has been approved, again with the help of
the Webster Foundation. All we will need to do is to
hook up a laptop for presentations, internet, etc. After
some delays, we are assured it will be ready and
working for the fall term.
A few MCLL members recently met with 13
representativess of the Webster Foundation to thank
them for their donations over the last three years and
demonstrate that their generous funding has been well
spent. They showed the three-minute video
summarizing what MCLL is and the impact it has on
our lives, and briefly told them of the technology
changes in our classrooms, the outreach to the Québec
anglophone communities with the establishment of
peer learning centres in four towns, and our outreach
program to Montreal senior residences. They then
gave a demonstration of one of the smartboards.
Over lunch, several members of the Webster
Foundation showed much interest in our peer learning
study groups.
The Spring Fling in June at the Crescendo restaurant
was well attended, but in future years we could
perhaps coordinate transportation to help some
members get there more easily.

The Bloomsday event was a huge success, as many of
you who participated know, and had a much higher
attendance than last year. We are very grateful to
Mary Landry, whose generous donation to MCLL
helped finance Bloomsday, and thank Judith and
David Schurman and their MCLL volunteers again
for the smooth operation. Bloomsday in Montreal
should now be an annual event and the plan will be an
early approach to companies, Irish societies, etc. who
might support Bloomsday on a regular basis.
Colin Hudson and Tony Wait

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE:

Paul Terni and Chantal Tittley
Paul Terni’s term as chair of the
Curriculum Committee ended on a
high note with a number of
innovations designed to improve the
production process, reduce costs
and reach a wider public. The
Wonderful Wednesdays program
was produced in an abbreviated
form for summer 2013. The new
format made it possible to print
significantly larger quantities at a
much lower cost.
A compelling mix of topics and an
inspiring blend of experienced and
new moderators and lecturers are
the hallmarks of the fall 2013
Calendar, now released. With the submission of 55
study group proposals (a record or near-record), the
schedule is more than full. Four moderators decided
to postpone their study groups to the winter term and
another three to hold theirs in the 4:15 p.m. time-slot.
Given the surfeit of offers, the Curriculum Committee
is considering opening up one or more time-slots on
Friday, with a possible change in the start time of
lectures. The fall program also includes a good
number of lectures and tech savvy workshops on a
broad range of subjects.
The “Brainy Bar”, launched in the spring, is a joint
collaboration between the Intensive English Language
and Culture (IELC) program and MCLL. Advanced
English learners improve their language skills while
providing customized assistance to members – a twohour “open bar” patterned on Apple’s Genius Bar
providing technical information and/or support. The
fall 2013 Calendar is posted on MCLL’s revamped
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website and printed in both full and abbreviated
versions.
An interactive PDF proposal form for study groups,
lectures, workshops and outings was also introduced.
The new form is designed to improve the production
process while minimizing errors and reducing costs.
Additional information will be provided at the
Moderators’ Meeting to be held on Thursday
September 12 at 10 a.m.
As of this month, Chantal Tittley is the new chair of
the Curriculum Committee. While Paul welcomes
Chantal, she thanks him for his impressive legacy and
recent nomination as Vice-President of MCLL. They
both thank Sandra Frisby, Ian Smith and Gordon
Campey for their immense contribution to the
committee and welcome incoming members Dennis
Creamer, Hugues Mazhari, Penny McEwen and Carol
Tremaine. Alta Abramowitz, Ruth Allan-Rigby, Alex
Megelas and Pat Steele continue to play a key role on
this committee.
From information provided by Paul Terni and Chantal
Tittley

EDITORIAL
Dear Members,
Welcome to the summer issue of The
Courier. It is always exciting to
produce this issue because we can
see at a glance, although in
retrospect, the numerous activities
MCLL has offered during the latter
months of spring. In some cases, we may just realize
how many opportunities we have missed, and would
want to engage in next year.
A striking feature of the current issue is the broad
scope of the activities, ranging from the large-scale
Bloomsday event, to much smaller activities but no
less important in what they achieved by way of
community building.
The McGill community is unanimous in
acknowledging the immense success of Bloomsday
and pays homage to Judith and David Schurman who,
for two consecutive years, have been at the helm of
this extraordinary event, coordinating the efforts of all
participants and artists in different fields of
performance related to James Joyce’s Ulysses. (See
page 6 and back cover.)

Thanks to Mary Ann Mongeau, we were privileged to
have Mme Isolde Lagacé as guest speaker at our
AGM, a memorable cultural moment where we
learned so much about the Montreal music scene.
If The Courier is to be a Channel of information for
the MCLL community, as its editorial committee
hopes, its success depends largely on your comments,
contributions and ideas. We encourage all of you to
enrich the forthcoming issues with articles,
comments, critiques, photographs etc…
Lastly, congratulations go to the newly appointed
Council members and thanks to existing members
who volunteer their time energy and skills to MCLL.
We wish you all an enjoyable summer and look
forward to seeing you in September.
Charlotte French

MCLL Elected Council Officers and
Committee Chairpersons
June 2013-May 2014
President
Tony Wait
Vice-President
Paul Terni
Past-President
Colin Hudson
Treasurer
Helen Forsyth
Recording Secretary
Paula Friedlander
Chair, Communications
Robert Foster
Chair, Curriculum
Chantal Tittley
Chair, Development
Farla Grover
Chair, Membership
Margaret Suttie
Chair, Newsletter
Charlotte French
Chair, Planning
Colin Hudson
Chair, Special Events
Ann Pearson
IT Coordinator
Fiona Clark
Volunteer Coordinator
Elizabeth Parish
Liaison MCLL/ McGill
Alex Megelas
School for Continuing Studies

Newsletter Committee
Charlotte French, Editor
Lesley Kelley-Régnier, Secretary
George Lapa, Technical Support
Margaret Suttie, ex-officio
Francine Adelson, Mebbie Aikens, Paul
Costopoulos, Roch DesRochers, Sandra
Duchow, Eleanor Hynes, Thèa Pawlikowska,
Pamela Sachs
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MODERATOR PROFILES
Ghada Begdache
Ghada Begdache graduated from the
Academy of Power Feng Shui in Santa
Fe and also earned a certificate in
Home Staging (rearranging the interior
of your home to make it more
appealing - to prospective buyers especially) from the
Collège de l’immobilier du Québec in Montréal. As if
this were not enough, she was recently initiated as a
Master of Reiki, a Japanese technique for stress
reduction and relaxation that also promotes healing. It
is based on the idea that unseen life force energy
flows through us and is what causes us to be alive.
Ghada believes that the outer is only a reflection of
the inner, she considers the home not only as a
physical structure, but also as a mirror of the people
that live in it, and a reflection of their innermost
desires, wishes and dreams.
Her background as a holistic therapist enables her to
bring that same holistic approach, body-mind-spirit,
to her work in Feng Shui. This ancient art and science
developed over 3,000 years ago in China is a complex
body of knowledge that reveals how to balance the
energies of any given space to assure health and good
fortune for the people inhabiting it. The familiar stuff
that piles up on the kitchen table or around our
computers may be comforting after a cold journey
home or a long day out but it may well represent an
inner turmoil that can result in ill health.
We have all admired the beauty and peacefulness of
Feng Shui gardens and interiors often photographed
for glossy magazines. It is this that stimulated Ghada
to pursue a degree in Art History at McGill
University, where she had the chance to admire the
work of the great Masters and catch a glimpse inside
their minds, their spirits and their hearts. In fact, she
says, the course on Art History turned out to be the
best precursor for her work in Feng Shui where
beauty, balance and harmony are the foundation of
this healing art.

Joseph Smucker
Who could ever say that MCLL does
not attract members with fascinating
backgrounds? Who would have
guessed, for example, that the comoderator of a dead serious course
such as ‘Current Issues facing the
Canadian Economy’ did relief carving
in wood - often exotic wood from Africa and South
America - and conducted research in countries as
disparate as Sweden, South Korea and Australia?
Meet Joseph Smucker.
Former Professor and now Professor Emeritus in the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology at
Concordia University, doing research in the areas of
economic development, industrialization, labour
markets, international comparisons of labour market
policies and their effects and, more recently, business
ethics, Joseph retired two years ago. A friend
encouraged him (luckily for us!) to enrol in MCLL
and he quickly became an ardent fan of Professor
Bottenberg who was giving courses on Nietzsche and
on Faust.
Last winter term, he was in a session co-moderated by
Tony Frayne who subsequently asked him to comoderate the session on the Canadian Economy the
following spring. He says that in addition to learning
new things, he enjoys the camaraderie at MCLL and
is stimulated by differences of opinion that often
emerge from well conducted sessions. With other
interests such as socio-economics, history and
philosophy up his sleeve, it is clear that Joseph
Smucker has more courses in store for us in the
future.
Lesley Kelley-Régnier

For those who would like more information on
uncluttering our inner and outer spaces, Ghada invites
you to visit her website: www.fengshui-esthetics.com.
Lesley Kelley-Régnier
Painting by Barbara Sala
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SPEAK Luncheon
Louise
Kyrtatas
(Assistant Program
Coordinator, IELC)
Sandra
Frisby
(Coordinator
of
SPEAK
program)
Herve De Fontenay
(Director,
English
and French Language
Programs) and Kevin
Callahan (Program
Coordinator, IELC)

volunteers prefer this. Another way you can help is by
inviting a small group of students to your home for a
typical Canadian dinner.
If you can help with this wonderful program, please
call or e-mail me at <bijou14@sympatico.ca>
Tel: 414-744-3465. Thank you very much in advance!
Sandra Frisby

Earl Grey or Irish Breakfast, Madam?

Our building at McGill houses the Intensive English
Language and Culture (IELC) program where
students from all over the world come to learn and
perfect their English. To help them, MCLL has
initiated a program called SPEAK. Volunteers from
MCLL meet with one or two students once a week for
conversation practice. This often leads to long-term
friendships and is rewarding and fun for both student
and volunteer.
On Thursday, April 4, the staff and students of the
program hosted a luncheon to honour the SPEAK
volunteers. About 30 volunteers from MCLL were in
attendance as well as the teachers and students from
the language program. The students prepared the
food, so it was really an international affair.
Mary Landry, son William and Dean Judith Potter. The
building depicted in the photograph is the former Redpath
Library, where Mary studied in the 1940s.

Priscila Pinto Oliveira (student from Brazil), and MCLL
volunteers Gloria Harding, Pauline Bentham, Mebbie
Aikens, Brian Webb and Carole Lanthier-Strickland

The students are free between 12:15 and 1 p.m., and
after 3:30. If you have a study group that ends at
11:30, and would be willing to meet a student or two
at 12:15 for conversation, or if you have a study
group that ends at 4 p.m. and could stay for an extra
hour, your help would be very much appreciated. As
some people do not like to go out in the winter with
poor road and walking conditions, it is also possible
to receive students in your home. Several of our

Mary Landry, a McGill alumna and longtime MCLL
member was honored on Tuesday June 18, 2013 at
the Martlet House for her generous donation to our
organization. Her son William provided this brief
glimpse of the family’s remarkable involvement with
McGill over the years.
Mary Skelton Landry’s family has been associated
with McGill for over 100 years. Her father, Philip
Skelton, and her father-in-law, Wilfred Landry,
studied engineering at McGill in the early 1900s.
Mary arrived at McGill in 1946 at the age of 16 to do
a B.A. in English. She was a photographer for the
McGill Daily and also sang with the McGill Choral
Society under the direction of Gifford Mitchell. While
she was at McGill, Mary met her future husband,
Peter Landry, a student in electrical engineering. The
latter reestablished competitive squash at McGill after
WWII and was inducted into the McGill Sports Hall
of Fame in the 1990s.
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Mary and Peter lived in Port Hope, Ontario in the
early 1950s. They returned to Montreal in 1957 so
Peter could do an M.Sc. in Physics at McGill. Peter
was a professor of physics at McGill for most of his
career. He also trained high school science teachers at
McGill’s Faculty of Education. Their son Bill has a
Diploma in Education and a Certificate in Reading
Instruction from McGill and was also an educator at
the McGill Daycare Centre in the 1980s.
Returning to McGill in the 1980s as an independent
student in music history and art history, Mary made
many good friends at the Mature Students Lounge
and many more through the courses she has taken at
the McGill Community for Lifelong Learning since it
was established over 20 years ago.
With such a family profile, it is not surprising that
McGill should be uppermost in Mary’s thoughts and
the beneficiary of her much appreciated philanthropy.
Charlotte French

Rejoyce!

David and Judith have done it again! This is the
second year that the Schurmans and their enthusiastic
troopers have given Montreal its very own
Bloomsday. Not only the June 16 live online reading
but a slew of other delightful activities was offered on
this year's menu. A Bloomsday cabaret - music and
readings from Ulysses – took place at three different
locations and won rave reviews. Atwater Library had
never seen so many people packed in for any one
event! There were also fascinating films related to
Ireland revealing the country’s beliefs and customs.
Other events included talks on Irish literature and
history, as well as intriguing presentations on
neurological research into the functioning of the
human brain in an attempt to explain the stream-ofconscious kind of writing that we find in Ulysses. One
of the most popular events was a guided walking tour

of Irish Montreal (Griffin town) when the guide found
that the expected group of 15 had swollen to a crowd
of over 50! Naturally, the evenings saw devotees
gathered at one of the Irish pubs where they were
regaled with music and songs from the Emerald Isle.
So, after the day of readings at Westmount Library
and all the stress of live broadcasting, Montreal’s
second Bloomsday came to a triumphant close over a
couple (or more!) pints of green beer and a quiz in a
downtown pub. First question: can we look forward to
Bloomsday 2014?
Lesley Kelley-Régnier

Global Bloomsday Gathering
In Ulysses, Lionel Bloom reflects: “Somewhere in the
east: early morning: set off at dawn. Travel round in
front of the sun, steal a day’s march on him. Keep it
up for ever never grow a day older technically.” How
appropriate then that, for the first time ever, the novel
was read around the world in one day. On
Bloomsday, June 16, which luckily happened to be a
Sunday this year, Dublin’s James Joyce Centre
produced a live online global reading of James
Joyce’s masterpiece Ulysses across 25 participating
cities, one of which was Montreal. Westmount
Library hosted and Miss Edgar’s and Miss Cramp’s
School triumphed over the daunting technical
demands of live streaming.

MCLL members Astri Thorvik and Barrie Baldaro
with local thespians Christopher Moore, Kyle
Gatehouse, Pat Machin, and Susan Gilmore, all ably
directed by Louise Chalmers, staged an inspired
reading from the “Circe” episode. Their performance
in the varied accents, voices and styles of the novel
received rave reviews from the audience in attendance
and from the folks in Dublin too.
Judith Schurman
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Throwing a party to launch a book

threatening illness, her life has been a roller-coaster
ride of laughter and tears. Through these experiences
she grew into a talented, creative, and remarkably
resilient young woman.”

Charlotte French

Author Lewis Cattarini: Beyond Sartre
and Sterility-Surviving Existentialism
Lewis Cattarini, who will be
moderating a study group on Robert
Louis Stevenson this fall, was born
in Hamilton, Ontario and is a
graduate of McMasters University.
Tony Wait has read Cattarini’s
recent work on Jean-Paul Sartre, Beyond Sartre and
Sterility-Surviving Existentialism, and written the
following appreciation.
Debbie Mercier and Nicole deRochemont

Astri Thorvik’s and Barry Baldaro’s airy penthouse
apartment was filled with literati one Friday afternoon
in April for the launch party of Nicole de
Rochemont’s book Snapshots: My Charmed Life.
Friends, many from MCLL, were greeted with
sparkling wine and hors d'oeuvres as they were
introduced.
As guest of honour, Nicole took the opportunity to
thank everyone who had helped support her endeavor
along the way. Special words of appreciation were
extended to her sisters for having occasionally
refreshed her memory of past youthful events. Much
credit was also given to her editor and friend, Sharen
McDonald. Before reading a passage of her book,
Nicole recounted a few interesting personal anecdotes
that inspired the book. Thus we learn that Nicole de
Rochemont lived in New York, Paris and Rome,
before she made her home in Montréal. She was
associate producer of the award-winning film, The
Boys of St. Vincent, and has worked as a writer,
director, producer and executive producer in the
public and private sectors in such fields as
documentary, film and television.
As Nicole says about her book, Snapshots: My
Charmed Life, is a collection of memories of her
family life in Québec up until the early days of her
marriage to filmmaker Louis de Rochemont III, who
directed Windjammer: The Voyage of the Christian
Radich. Quoting the comment on the back cover,
“From her tales of growing up as an impulsive and
mischievous youngster to her stories of daily life as a
boarder at Le Grand Couvent, and later fighting a life-

Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980) dominated French
literature for 25 years and was awarded the Nobel
prize in 1964, which he refused. As political activist
and critic as well as playwright and novelist, his
version of existentialist philosophy derives from
Heidegger, Kierkegaard and Nietzsche. In brief,
Sartre sees man as alone in an absurd and godless
universe but capable of giving meaning to his life if
he will only make the choice to exist as himself. His
activity instead consists in a perpetual attempt to
alienate both himself and his neighbours from the
freedom involved in choice. Sartre, in effect, sees
man as utterly defenceless in a meaningless universe.
Lewis Cattarini’s spirited and incisive critique of the
fashionable Sartrian Negativism maintains that man’s
life needs aim and purpose if he is to avoid depression
and a sense of futility. Absurdity is a sterile dead end
and true freedom means taking decisions based on a
personal value system, whether inspired by religious
faith or liberal humanism and compassion. This alone
gives life meaning and embracing purpose in the
fulfilment of being, understood, not as the grand
freedom of possessing nothing but as the simple
fulfillment of possessing truth.
Cattarini argues that one should not confuse a
person’s societal role with what he is since absurdity
and incentive cannot co-exist. When a man gives up,
his life no longer holds aims. The spiritual essence of
man cannot be neglected.
Copies of Beyond Sartre and Sterility-Surviving
Existentialism are available at Bertrand Bookstore
and at the Concordia Co-op Bookstore.
Tony Wait
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Hiking in Mont St-Hilaire

Plants to go!

Marilyn Campbell and Sharen McDonald by the pond.

As an outdoor activity listed in the Spring Calendar,
Gaétan Mongrain offered to take a group on a hike to
Mont St-Hilaire, so one sunny Friday May, nine
enthusiastic MCLL members met at the base. The
climb was fairly gentle and we took just over an hour
to reach the summit. We had to clamber over very
large rocks before we could sit down and enjoy our
packed lunches and the view. It was a clear day and
we could see for miles. A group of school children
had arrived before us and had the best seats on the
rocks, but there was plenty of room for all. Their
young leader kindly helped some of us get down the
rocks to make our way back on the path. Coming
down the trail was a lot easier and we noticed carpets
of trilliums in full bloom where there had only been a
few in the morning. A very enjoyable day it was,
thanks to Gaétan, who is planning to organize another
hiking trip, this time in the Laurentians, in the fall.
Hope to see you there!
Helen Forsyth

Spring Fling
MCLL’s Spring Fling took place on June 19, 2013,
once again at the Crescendo Restaurant on the Verdun
waterfront. The weather cooperated, the ambience
was inspiring, and the conversations lively. There
were no formal speeches and the incoming president,
Tony Wait, sent us off with good wishes for a
pleasant summer. Special Events Chair Pat Beacom
did a great job of organizing the event, with the help
of incoming Chair Ann Pearson. Thanks to Charlotte
French for being our photographer for the event. (See
back cover.)
Sandra Duchow

Marilyn Campbell has created a wonderful setting at
her Pointe-Claire home where she invited friends,
many of whom were participants of Sharen
McDonald’s Gardens of the World study group, for a
potluck brunch and plant exchange. Indeed, after
many weeks of introduction to beautiful gardens
around the world, we were keen to visit one designed
and landscaped in our own Québec environment and
with a plant selection appropriate to our climate. The
garden provided plenty of visual interest in terms of
colours and textures.
The highlight was the waterlily pond “à la Monet”
with its natural contours and vegetation occupying a
clearing among the trees, one of the secret corners of
the garden.
Marilyn explained her practical approach to
gardening and long-time planning that brought such
impressive results. It was an inspiring and informative
visit.
The weather was sunny and mild – the day couldn’t
have been better . We enjoyed each other’s company,
sharing a delicious and bountiful brunch and
exchanging the many plants we had brought. Marilyn
happily says that she ended up with several additions
to her perennial collection.
Marilyn’s garden party was the perfect dénouement
for a highly enjoyable study group.
The above picture the illustrates one of the secret
corners of Marilyn Campbell's garden in PointeClaire.
Charlotte French
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Outing to the Railway Museum
On June 14, in the context of their study group, The
Intriguing Railways of the Atlantic Provinces,
moderators Andrew Macdougall and Robbie
Robinson took their participants to Exporail, the
Canadian Railway Museum in Saint-Constant, on the
South Shore. Among the collections of historic
railway artifacts on display the visitors were shown
those pertaining particularly to the Maritime railways.

soccer coach. Andrew is also a volunteer member
(Treasurer) and actor with the Montreal West
Operatic Society, a chorister with The Montreal
Welsh Male Choir and a volunteer guide and streetcar
conductor at the Canadian Railway Museum.
Congratulations on your success Andrew! You have
make us all proud. Your dedication, enthusiasm and
insight are truly inspiring.
Charlotte French

Tribute to Munroe Kert
We were saddened to learn of the
sudden death of Munroe Kert
following a short illness. Feeling
unwell, Munroe checked into the
Jewish General Hospital but was
told that he had untreatable leukemia
and only a few days still to live. He
died four days later.

All aboard the miniature Maritime Railway No. 5
Pictured here are a few of the group’s young-at-heart
enjoying a memorable outdoor experience through the
woods and tunnel and over the bridges, aboard the
miniature railway conducted by MCLL’s Gilles
Bouthillier (left corner) who also volunteers at
Exporail, assuming responsibility for the operation
and maintenance of this 0.4-km "short line". This
train ride is the second most popular attraction at
Exporail after the streetcar ride!

Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Medal
Moderator Andrew Macdougall,
was recently awarded a Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee
Medal
for
his
outstanding
involvement in community work.
Andrew is a well known figure in
the Westmount community, having
given his time to many different
organizations over the years. Since the mid 1980s, he
has been heavily involved as a scout leader and a

Munroe was proud of his professional past, having
served as chief electrical-mechanical engineer in the
construction of several of Montreal's architectural
landmarks of the 1960’s: Place Ville Marie, Place
Bonaventure and Place Victoria among others. A
seeker of knowledge throughout his professional life,
he had also found time and energy to study
philosophy, literature and multiple languages. In his
leisure time he collected what he calculated was
250,000 books on a vast range of subjects, including a
unique collection of special texts on the Jewish
religion.
A stalwart member of our community and always
ready to pitch in, Monroe moderated many study
groups, among which was the Great Books and Great
Ideas, at first with Herbert Shapiro and later with
Harold Entwistle. Recently responding to criticism
that this study group was too Western in orientation,
he planned to offer a course titled Great Eastern
Books and Ideas. His last project was to be a
presentation on Leonardo da Vinci’s Last Supper.
Correspondingly, his last wish, after he discovered he
only had four days to live, was to have his own last
supper with his little group of MCLL friends.
Munroe will be sorely missed in the MCLL
community. Even Santo Ciavirella, the manager of
Copy Express, said he will greatly miss his friend
“the little man” who would often bring him fresh
bagels in appreciation of his services.
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Vernissage: Barbara Sala
A group of MCLL members attended Barbara’s
vernissage that took place at the Bibliothèque GuyGodin on Île-Perrot, on Sunday, April 7. The title of
the exhibition was Contes du Cœur Magique which
assembled some unique and inimitable works in the
naïve art style.

Dr. Rigas Bertos, former chairman of the Department
of Art History, McGill University, Montreal, writes
about Barbara’s work. “At first sight Barbara’s work
seems to be the work of a “naïve” painter whose
audience is children and in fact children love her
paintings. Nevertheless I sincerely believe that her
work has different meanings for different people of
different ages. Some of her paintings create a magic
atmosphere of acute awareness of what life is and
what it means with all its hopes, questions, problems
and despair.”
Charlotte French

Art in the Lounge

According to her web site, Barbara Sala grew up in
the Bavarian Alps, but found herself eventually
living in such places as Africa, Asia, South America,
the United States and ultimately Montréal, and it is
from these places that come the scenes found in her
paintings. It was music that opened the magical world
of painting within her and she has brought forth a
style that is at once naïve and symbolic. Her universe
of animals, nature and community life talks of myths
and tales in contemporary settings and the bright
colors on her canvass allow us to enter into an age of
innocence and childlike wonder. “My images come
from my head,” Sala explains “I tell myself fairy tales
but without using sentences.”
Barbara has participated in many exhibitions in the
USA, Canada, France, Switzerland, Italy, Tunisia and
Israel and she is represented in “Naïfs, … ces peintres
du Québec et de l’Acadie” and “La Fête au Québec et
l’art naïf”, both books about naïve painters in Frenchspeaking Canada. She has also published a series of
greeting cards and two children’s books “Celestine
and the Magical Geranium” (ISBN 1-4120-1905-2,
www.trafford.com/03-2283) and “Village of the
Heart”
(ISBN
978-1-4251-4751-8,
www.trafford.com/07-2040).

A recent member of MCLL, Danielle Langlois is
totally self-taught. She started drawing when just 3
years old. At school she was asked to do posters for
important events. With time she mastered every
medium. In the 32 years she spent in the USA, she
painted her striking portraits of well-known figures in
the world of politics, business and the film industry,
mainly on commission. The painting of the young
man standing on the right is that of her son. Her
portraits are in acrylic but the still lifes and
landscapes are in watercolour. She also sculpts in
clay.
Thèa Pawlikawska
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Summer Reading Suggestions 2013
Non-Fiction
The Real Jane Austen by Paula
Byrne (2013) hardback. Avoiding
linear chronology, Paula Byrne
focuses on objects and images
relevant to Austen’s life. Intimate,
yet wide ranging. A delightful summer read.
Thinking, Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman
(2013) paperback. International best-seller. A
fascinating exploration of the two systems that drive
our way of thinking. A must read.
The History of Montreal by Paul-Andre Linteau
(2013) paperback. Updated and now available in
English. A concise yet remarkably informative and
detailed history of the city we call home. Includes
rare photos and maps.
Darwin’s Ghosts by Rebecca Stott (2013) paperback.
An engaging and highly readable account of some of
Darwin’s predecessors. Enlarges our picture of
Darwin himself.
The Universe Within by Neil Turok (2012)
paperback. The 2012 Massey Lectures. Lucid,
thoughtful, and inspirational lectures on the place of
science in our society.
Fiction
Life After Life by Kate Atkinson (2013) hardback.
An amazingly daring and highly inventive “what if”
novel. Explores the alternative trajectories a fictional
life might have taken. This season’s trendy novel.
Arthur and George by Julian Barnes (2006)
paperback. Based on historical fact, the story of
Conan Doyle’s own detective adventure. A clever,
complex novel. Extremely relevant to our own times.
The Kingmaker’s Daughter by Philippa Gregory
(2012) paperback. The story of Anne Neville,
younger daughter of “Kingmaker” Earl of Warwick.
Anne will marry Richard III. Philippa Gregory at her
best: intelligent, well written, escape historical fiction.
Suddenly, A Knock On The Door by Etgar Keret
(2012) paperback. Israel’s new writer Etgar Keret has
been internationally acclaimed. Weird, wonderful,
“warped,” extremely short stories. A significant and
distinctly different voice.
The Orphan Master’s Son by Adam Johnson (2012)
paperback. Winning rave reviews and the Pulitzer
Prize, this novel humanizes the absurd and nightmare
world of North Korea. An important summer read.
Pamela Sachs

LE MOT FRANÇAIS
Le marché Atwater, bien visible par sa
haute tour horloge le long du canal
Lachine, constitue une destination
recherchée et populaire. Comment
résister, lorsqu'on y retrouve plus de
neuf boucheries, trois fromageries, un poissonnier et
une douzaine de boutiques spécialisées. Accueillant
en toutes saisons, il est particulièrement agréable au
printemps avec les multiples étals de fleurs et de
plants pour la terrasse et le jardin, et en été avec la
présence de maraichers producteurs, offrant fruits et
légumes frais, cueillis le jour même.
Les clients réguliers, comme moi, en viennent à
favoriser des fournisseurs avec qui ils se lient
d’amitié pour la qualité et le service. J’ai deux ou
trois
producteurs
maraîchers
favoris
qui
m’approvisionnent depuis vingt ans. J’ai deux coups
de cœur, partagés par un grand nombre, dans les
boutiques spécialisées à l’intérieur : la Fromagerie
Atwater et les Douceurs du Marché.
Fromagerie Atwater, épicurien dans l’âme, Gilles
Jourdenais cultive et partage sa passion fromagère
depuis plus de 25 ans. Lorsqu’il a pris les rênes du
petit commerce familial du Marché Atwater, en 1983,
Gilles ne dirigeait que six employés en vendait 25
variétés de fromages. À ce jour, sa boutique prend
continuellement de l’expansion, sa clientèle se
diversifie, tout comme sa sélection de fromages et de
charcuteries qui compte maintenant plus de 1000
produits : des centaines de fromages du Québec et
d’Europe, des charcuteries régionales, et les produits
de microbrasseries québécoises.
Les Douceurs du Marché, les deux propriétaires,
René qui porte toujours un chapeau intéressant et a
beaucoup de jasette, et Doug, plus tranquille, vous
offrent un assortiment très varié de produits gourmets
et ethniques difficiles à trouver, avec un mur complet
de sauces «hot» piquantes et un autre d’huiles –
surtout d’olive -- avec un choix jamais vu. Vous
aurez un choix de viandes, organiques ou non, dans
les boucheries de l’étage supérieur, dont plusieurs
offres des plats maison préparés : choucroutes,
rillettes tourtières, canard confit et autres.
Roch Des Rochers
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