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Over the winter, members have been busy preserving MCLL’s past and
ensuring its renewal with different projects. One project involves learning
about the changing membership and new members, to ensure MCLL’s
continued growth. Another is creating living archives of MCLL’s rich history.
These archives will allow members and others to learn about peer learning
and creating community. These are just a few examples of the great work
that is being done.

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mcll.joy

URASSA BO

ULEVARD

The collaboration of volunteers who contribute in the office, in committees, and
other activities is being tracked to see the full picture of the volunteer impact
on the program. I don’t have to see the numbers to know that it is phenomenal.
I’m happy to take this opportunity to wish everyone a wonderful National
Volunteer Week in April, and to express my thanks for your wonderful work.
In particular, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to Julie Wait, for a
very successful year as President of MCLL. Organized and action oriented, she
has demonstrated great leadership and accomplishment.

ROBERT-BO

METRO
MCGILL

To Members of the MCLL Community:

NUE

PRESIDENT KENNEDY AVE

MCLL

Lastly, MCLL owes its great success to the peer learning values of its members.
It’s important to keep this great peer spirit strong. As you go forward and
participate in Study Groups and lectures this semester, why not consider sharing
your knowledge and expertise as a moderator in future semesters? Whether you
are a new or longstanding member, you will be supported and welcomed.
My best wishes for a vibrant spring full of learning and sharing.

688 SHERBROOKE

UNIVERSITY

STREET
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SHERBROOKE STREET WE

BUS
24, 356

Our location is wheelchair accessible,
and has direct underground access
to the metro.

Dr. Judith Potter
Dean of Continuing Studies
McGill University
Dr. Judith Potter
Dean of Continuing Studies
McGill University
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YEARLY CALENDAR

ABOUT MCLL

SPRING 2017 TERM
• Monday, April 10 – Thursday, June 15
• Statutory holidays: April 17 (Easter Monday)*, May 22 (Fête des Patriotes)*
• Registration processing begins: March 27

The McGill Community for Lifelong Learning (MCLL) brings together likeminded men and women from different backgrounds for the pleasure of
interacting with one another and learning in a vibrant environment. The
program features study groups, involving participation of different types and
degree and extending over 5 to 10 weeks, as well as lectures, workshops and
outings. Topics include art, socio-cultural studies, current events, history,
literature, music and science. There are two membership options (see Practical
Information section, page 29) and many opportunities for volunteering.

SUMMER 2017 TERM
• Wednesday, July 5 – Wednesday, August 23
• Registration processing begins: June 19
FALL 2017 TERM
• Monday, September 18 – Thursday, November 23
• Registration processing begins: August 7
• Statutory holiday: October 9 (Thanksgiving)*
WINTER 2018 TERM
• Monday, January 15 – Thursday, March 22
• Registration processing begins: December 4, 2017
* Study group sessions postponed because of statutory holidays will
be re-scheduled

STUDY GROUP STYLES
MCLL study groups are offered in a wide variety of subjects. The study group style
indicates the type of participation expected. Please do not join a Participant
Presentation style study group unless you plan to make a presentation, participate/
lead a debate or contribute to the overall discussion in some other way.
Discussion Group
Participants look at works of art, read books or magazine articles, watch movies
or videos, listen to music, or write journals. The moderator then facilitates
discussion among the participants.
Participant Presentation Group
With the guidance of the group moderator, the participants choose themes and
make presentations.
Lecture Group
The group moderator makes all the presentations and facilitates the discussions
that follow the presentations.
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2016 MODERATOR’S WORKSHOP

À PROPOS DE LA CACM
La Communauté d’apprentissage continu de McGill (CACM) réunit des hommes
et des femmes d’origines diverses, tous désireux d’échanger avec d’autres et
d’apprendre dans un cadre inspirant. La plupart des activités se déroulent en
anglais; la description est écrite en français ou dans les deux langues lorsque
l’activité est en français ou bilingue. Le programme comprend des groupes
d’étude d’une durée de 5 à 10 semaines, dont le type et degré de participation
est variable, ainsi que des conférences, des ateliers et des sorties. L’art, l’actualité,
les études socio-culturelles, l’histoire, la littérature, la musique et la science sont
parmi les sujets abordés. Il y a deux formules d’adhésion (voir ci-dessous à la
page 29) et les occasions d’implication bénévole sont nombreuses.
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ART AND ARCHITECTURE

CREATIVE WRITING

ART ET ARCHITECTURE

ÉCRITURE CRÉATIVE

222 The Google Art Project

224 The Writer’s Workshop

Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Moderators:

Sandra Frisby | sandrafrisby@gmail.com
Thursday, 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
10 weeks
Participant Presentation Group

The Google Art Project is a unique collaboration with some of the world’s most
acclaimed art institutions to enable people to discover and view artworks online
in extraordinary detail. Each participant will choose one of the many museums
and collections in the project and bring it to life through description and pictures.
223 First Nations Contemporary Artists
Moderators:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Roz Paris | rozparis@hotmail.com
Robert Winters | robertwinters@videotron.ca
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
10 weeks
Participant Presentation Group

Let your inner writer come out to play! Participants explore various types of
creative writing and have their work analyzed by other participants, who also
provide suggestions for improvement. Each week, please bring two copies of your
work, approximately 500-600 words, or a poem, as well as a copy for someone
who will act as your critic.

Helaine Kliger | kliger@sympatico.ca
Jackie Cytrynbaum | jackiecytrynbaum@gmail.com
Tuesday, 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
10 weeks
Participant Presentation Group

This study group will look at the art of Canadian contemporary Indigenous artists
and the issues that inform and surround their work. Participants can choose from
a selection of artists (representing different Nations) for their presentation. A
gallery outing will also be planned.
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226 Around the World in Five Weeks

CULTURAL STUDIES
ÉTUDES CULTURELLES

286 The Story of English
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Dennis Creamer | creamerd@videotron.ca
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
10 weeks
Participant Presentation Group

In 1986 PBS produced a TV mini-series and book, The Story of English. The nine
episodes on TV covered a huge combination of history and geography (not much
on linguistics!). We will watch the nine 55-minute episodes and then discuss their
relevance. As a bonus, we will look at works in English from Shakespeare to Monty
Python and at the evolution of English in Montreal. Presentations by participants
are welcome but not essential.
225 Devine Qui Vient Dîner?
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Nicole De Rochemont | madamede@videotron.ca
Wednesday, 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
10 weeks
Participant Presentation Group
En français seulement

Un mécène vous offre la possibilité de recevoir autour d’une bonne table
n’importe où au monde des personnalités de votre choix, 10 à 12, qu’elles soient
du passé ou du présent. Vous n’avez qu’à nous dire : Qui? Pourquoi? Et le menu
inspiré. Qui alors viendra dîner?

8

MCLL SPRING 2017

Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Kuai-Yu (Paul) Leong | paul.leong1234@gmail.com
Tuesday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
5 weeks, starting May 16
Discussion Group

In this special five week “Around the World” session, we will view – and discuss
– reports from these selected foreign media: Al Jazeera (Qatar), Arirang (South
Korea), CCTV (China), Deutsche Welle (Germany), France 24 (France), NHK
(Japan), and TRT (Turkey). “Hakuna matata” (no worries) – all videos are in
English so nothing will be lost in translation – even when we talk turkey!
227 Bridge for Fun
Moderators:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Michael McCusker | mdmccusker2001@yahoo.com
John Hobbins
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 am
10 weeks
Discussion Group

We will discuss bridge play, bidding, and defense. There will be practice hands,
played under supervision. As before, the group will need a minimum of 12 and a
maximum of 24 participants.
228 Drama for Fun
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Freda Segal | fsegal10@gmail.com
Thursday, 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
10 weeks
N/A

The purpose of the study group is to have fun and become comfortable in groups.
Social skills are developed through drama games, improvisation, storytelling,
movement, enunciation exercises and script work. But the emphasis is on fun.
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CURRENT EVENTS

ECONOMICS AND SOCIETY

ACTUALITÉ

ÉCONOMIE ET SOCIÉTÉ

229 Are Corporations Ruling the World?
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Nadia Alexan | nadia.alexan@videotron.ca
Wednesday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
10 weeks
Lecture Group

It appears that corporations and their unelected officials are planning the
agenda, making public policy in secret behind closed doors, and then forcing
our governments to adopt their plans. We will discuss issues such as the
environment we live in, agriculture and the food we eat, the link between
research and the pharmaceutical industry, the influence of advertising, the role
of lobbyists, the impact of tax evasion on the small wage earner etc. Come
prepared for lively discussion!
This is a repeat of the study group held in Winter 2017.

230 Current Affairs through the Eyes of the Quebec Media
L’actualité: Perspectives des Média Québécois
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Tony Frayne | tony1frayne@bell.net
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
10 weeks
Discussion Group

We live in interesting times, in a city which has some world-class media. Join
our study group to discuss current events, in Québec, Canada or abroad,
as reported in our local print and electronic media. You also get the chance
to practise your French. Participants are expected to be able to read and
understand French and English, but may express themselves in either language.
Nous vivons à une époque intéressante, chanceux d’habiter dans une ville où
il y a des médias de classe mondiale. Venez assister à notre Groupe d’études
pour discuter de l’actualité québécoise, canadienne ou internationale, telle que
reportée par les médias québécois imprimés ou électroniques. Les participants
doivent pouvoir lire et comprendre le français et l’anglais, mais peuvent
s’exprimer en classe dans une langue ou l’autre.
(Maximum 20 participants.)
231 Comparing Apple and…“The Little Red Dot”
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Kuai-Yu (Paul) Leong | paul.leong1234@gmail.com
Chantal Tittley | ctittley@videotron.ca
Tuesday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
5 weeks, starting April 11
Lecture Group

We will examine two of the great success stories of our age. Founded in the
garage of a modest Cupertino home, Apple became one of the largest and
most profitable companies in the world. In just a few decades, Singapore
(nicknamed “The Little Red Dot”) went from being one of the smallest and
poorest countries in the Third World to being a sophisticated city-state among
the richest in the First World. Both were shaped by larger-than-life figures: Steve
Jobs and Lee Kuan Yew, respectively. Among the many questions to be raised: Is
autocratic leadership the style du jour?
10
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ECONOMICS AND SOCIETY

HISTORY

ÉCONOMIE ET SOCIÉTÉ

HISTOIRE

232 The Search for a New Economic Order

233 Israel / Palestine

Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Robert Burns McDonald / macdonaro@gmail.com
Monday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
10 weeks
Participant Presentation Group

The failure of free-market capitalism to fulfill its promises of efficiency and utility
is increasingly obvious from the growing inequality, waste of resources, and
environmental degradation which surround us. We must find better ways to care
for each other and for the planet we live on. In this study group, we will examine
the naive assumptions and internal contradictions of our present model, and
present and evaluate proposals to improve it. Participants are encouraged to
make presentations, if they wish. No previous knowledge of economics is required.

Peter Berry | dukemorrill2004@yahoo.ca
Monday, 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
10 weeks
Lecture Group

Using historical sources, films, and current events, we will investigate and try
to understand the reasons for the ongoing conflict between the Jews and
the Arabs over the future of this small corner of the Middle East. The study
group begins with the late 19th century efforts by largely secular Zionists to
re-establish a Jewish homeland in the Holy Land. We will continue through
the British Mandate period, the triumphs and tragedies of 1947 and 1948, the
achievements of the Zionists in building a viable state, the continuing conflict
with the Palestinians and the Arab states, and we will end with a look at the
achievements and failures of the two communities still locked together in an
unwilling embrace.
This is a repeat study group. Priority will be given to members who did not
participate in the same study group in 2016.
234 The Migration Experience
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Peter Berry | dukemorrill2004@yahoo.ca
Thursday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
10 weeks
Lecture Group

Using films, articles, and personal experiences, we will look at legal and illegal
migration to the more prosperous regions of the world. The focus will be on
understanding why people leave their native lands, the challenges they face on
their journey to a new life, and how they adjust to an often strange and hostile
new world.
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237 Bletchley Park (BP): Codebreaking and the Birthplace
of Modern Computing

HISTORY

Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

HISTOIRE

235 The Railways of British Columbia
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Andrew Macdougall | andrewmac@videotron.ca
Robbie Robinson | robert.robinson@mail.mcgill.ca
Tuesday, 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
10 weeks
Participant Presentation Group

Andrew and Robbie have reached the west coast in their cross-Canada railway
history odyssey. Join them as they explore Canada’s history, geography and
engineering wonders through its railways. Presentations will be supplemented
by videos to help you experience riding the train. An outing by train (for an extra
charge) will also be offered to participants. Participants will be expected to give
presentations based on material (books, pamphlets & magazine articles) which
will be loaned to them. Further information will be emailed to those who register.
236 Understanding Iran through Films
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Soheila Raesinezhad | sraesinezhad@yahoo.com
Monday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
10 weeks
Lecture Group

Iranian films have gained an international reputation and received many mentions
and awards. We will view a variety of films to gain a deeper appreciation of the
Iranian experience both in and outside Iran.

Ruth Allan Rigby | ruthrigby14A@videotron.ca
Tuesday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
10 weeks
Participant Participation Group

The modern day Internet and electronic computing technologies can trace their
roots back to Bletchley Park - where cryptology, code breaking and computer
science work during WW II allowed Britain to crack the German Enigma and
Lorenz codes. The secrecy during the war was central to Bletchley’s success
however it undermined its legacy as we shall see in its post-war history from
1945 to the current day.
This study group will be supplemented by a MOOC: Internet History,
Technology and Security, University of Michigan.
238 The History of the Papacy
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Elie Schwartz | elie_sch@bell.net
Wednesday, 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
10 weeks
Lecture Group

How did the Bishop of Rome, bearing a title and ruling over a city that Jesus
never mentioned, become the absolute monarch of Christianity? Moreover, intent
on becoming the supreme ruler of Europe, popes continuously clashed with both
emperors and kings. We shall review the papacy’s claim to authority as well as
its role in the major European events over the past two millennia, including the
schism with the Greek Orthodox Church (1054), the Crusades (1095), Luther’s
Reformation (1517), the schism with the Church of England (1534), etc. Class
presentations, though not required, are welcome.
239 Prehistoric and Ancient History
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Barbara Silverman | b.silverman@videotron.ca
Tuesday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
10 weeks
Lecture Group

Explore, learn, and discuss various aspects of the civilizations and cultures of the
past. We will examine the art, mythology, knowledge of astronomy, megalithic
structures, and so much more from various civilizations. History is not just war
and conflict but also the stories of the lives and cultures of people. We will also
take a brief look at the timeline of the human species.
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LITERATURE

cherish these friendships when they occur. In exploring the human excellence
known as “friendship” we will try to define what friendship is, what its tempers are.
Fictional and philosophical readings will help navigate our understanding. Twenty
participants. Course pack of readings will be provided by the moderator (~$10-$15).

LITTÉRATURE

243 Why Read Detective Stories?
Moderator:

240 Charles Dickens: A Writer for His Time and Ours: The Pickwick Papers
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Ellie Clavier-Rothstein | clavroth@sympatico.ca
Wednesday, 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
10 weeks
Discussion Group

This study group is designed for those who want to learn about Charles Dickens’
writing, life and times. Through film and discussion we will explore the Victorian era
and discover the impact Dickens had on his own world and on our popular culture.
Over ten weeks we will review The Pickwick Papers. Short presentations on the book,
aspects of Victorian life pertaining to the book and on aspects of Dickens’ rich, and
often controversial, personal history are encouraged. Participants are expected to
obtain the book and are encouraged to start reading as soon as possible.
241 By Way of Deception - The Romance and Ethics of Espionage
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Noga Emanuel | noga.emanuel@bell.net
Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
10 weeks
Discussion Group

Wars are fought by different means. The most intriguing one is espionage, a way
of warring that is clandestine, based on deception, a chess game of staying ahead
and outwitting the enemy by any means available to human ingenuity. This study
group will explore the aesthetics and ethics of espionage. We will watch episodes
from “The Sandbaggers”, a movie, and read a novel as well as a few articles on the
subject. Twenty participants. The readings will be distributed in class. Participants
are expected to cover the cost of the photocopies (~$5).

Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Kay Palkhivala | kaypalkhivala@gmail.com
Eleanor Hynes | ehynes@sympatico.ca
Thursday 2:00-4:00 p.m.
10 weeks, starting April 20
Participant Presentation Group

Why do mature, upstanding, law-abiding citizens enjoy reading stories of
bloodshed, police action, vengeance and evil deeds? What does this literary taste
reveal about us? Are detective stories and murder mysteries really literature?
Participants should be ready to give a 20 minute presentation and lead a group
discussion on one of the suggested books or a related theme. Reading list provided.
244 L
 e Théâtre Français au XIXe siècle : Hugo, Vigny, Musset,
Dumas (fils), Labriche, Rostand
Moderator:

Nycole Paquin | paquin.nycole@uqam.ca
Wilfrid Dubé | frido34@gmail.com
Time:
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Duration:
10 weeks
Study Group Style: 	Groupe de discussion, en français avec participation
dans les deux langues officielles
Les participants seront invités à lire et à interpréter des extraits des pièces de
théâtre les plus importantes du XIXe siècle écrites par les auteurs en titre. Un
cahier d’une centaine de pages, comprenant la mise en contexte historique,
littéraire, et sociopolitique des extraits ainsi que leur résumé, sera disponible dès
la première rencontre (environ $15).
245 The Plays of Terence Rattigan
Moderator:

Clifford Parr | clifford.parr@sympatigo.ca
Barbara Silverman | b.silverman@videotron.ca
Monday 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
8 weeks, starting April 10
Discussion Group

242 Friendship and Human Excellence

Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Terence Rattigan was one of England’s most popular mid-twentieth century
playwrights. His plays “confronted issues of sexual frustration, failed relationships,
adultery, and a world of repression and reticence.” In this eight-week session we
will be watching together and discussing a selection of his plays.

Noga Emanuel | noga.emanuel@bell.net
Thursday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
10 weeks
Discussion Group

Modernity has taken away the strong bonds that characterized erstwhile societies.
The sense of “belongingness” rarely exists these days in modern cultures. Friendship
between individuals is how we try to compensate for its loss. We have come to
16
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249 Widening Horizons
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

MUSIC
MUSIQUE

246 Tone Poems / Songs by Gustav Mahler & Richard Strauss
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

René Welter | renewelter530@gmail.com
Monday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
8 weeks, starting April 24
Lecture Group

An introduction to an important group of twentieth century composers:
Frank Martin / Switzerland; Ildebrando Pizzetti & Alfredo Casella / Italy;
Olivier Messiaen / France; Paul Hindemith / Germany; Joaquin Turina / Spain;
Karol Szymanowski / Poland; Arvo Pärt / Estonia; Einojuhani Rautavaara / Finland;
John Cage & Steven Reich / USA

Bernadine Lewis | blewis1900@gmail.com
Thursday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
10 weeks
Discussion Group

In this study group we will listen to several tone poems of Richard Strauss,
including his Alpine Symphony. We will compare them to some of the Song
Cycles of Gustave Mahler, and listen to Mahler’s symphonies in which these
songs are used. Active listening and discussion are encouraged.
247 Wagner’s Der Ring des Niebelungen - I
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Bill Wees | william.wees@mcgill.ca
Wednesday, 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
10 weeks
Lecture Group

We will watch Robert Lepage’s controversial production of Wagner’s The Ring,
originally presented in The Metropolitan Opera’s Live in HD transmissions between
2010 and 2012. Principal singers include Jonas Kaufmann, Eva-Maria Westbroek,
Bryn Terfel, Stephanie Blythe, Eric Owens, Deborah Voigt, and Jay Hunter Morris. A
documentary film, Wagner’s Dream, will serve as an introduction to Lepage’s effort
to apply 21st century technology to Wagner’s 19th century conception of a mythic
saga. No formal presentations are required, but discussion is strongly encouraged.
248 Wagner’s Der Ring des Niebelungen - II
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Averill Craig | ak.craig@sympatico.ca
Wednesday, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
10 weeks
Lecture Group

Repeat of Wagner’s Der Ring des Niebelungen – I. (See description above)
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SCIENCE AND SOCIETY

TECHNICAL STUDIES

SCIENCE ET SOCIÉTÉ

ÉTUDES TECHNIQUES

285 Science and Technology
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Dennis Creamer | creamerd@videotron.ca
Wednesday, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
10 weeks
Participant Presentation Group

From the wheel to the mobile phone, we will examine how human ingenuity,
imagination and our ability to adapt to change have allowed us to prosper.
We will look at past inventions, technology today and possibilities of future
innovations. We will also explore how some of the inventions we take for granted
actually work. Presentations by participants are welcome but not essential.
250 Modern Astronomy
Moderator:
Time:
Duration:
Study Group Style:

Katherine Moore | katherine.moore2@mail.mcgill.ca
Monday, 11:45 a.m.-1:45 p.m.
5 weeks, starting April 10
Lecture Group

This study group will give an introduction to many of the concepts key to modern
astronomical research, focusing on explaining in layman’s terms many of the new
and fascinating developments in the field that are often discussed in the media
but seldom well explained. We will focus on recent events such as the discovery of
gravitational waves, planets beyond our solar system, and dark matter. Our guest
lecturer(s), including astronomer Jeremie Choquette, will be from the McGill Space
Institute. No prior knowledge of astronomy or physics is required.

BRAINY BAR
Workshop leaders: IELC student volunteers
Want free computer coaching? What is “Brainy Bar”? Intermediate to advanced
English learners from the School of Continuing Studies’ Intensive English
Language and Culture (IELC) program volunteer to provide MCLL members
one-on-one computer assistance in a computer lab on the 12th floor. The Brainy
Bar is patterned after Apple’s Genius Bar. A wide range of digital needs and
technology discoveries are explored during the workshops. Both beginners and
experienced users are encouraged to participate in IELC Brainy Bar sessions.
This is an opportunity to meet students from around the world while obtaining
IT help on a range of operating systems, hardware and software: Mac and
PC computers, tablets, e-readers, smartphones, digital cameras; Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, Adobe Reader, Google, Skype, etc.
Participation is free for MCLL members. Participants should register at least
three working days in advance with the MCLL office (mcll.scs@mcgill.ca),
stating their level (base, intermediate, advanced), and needs (see list above).
New! On special request, if dates below do not suit your needs, other dates and
times may also be available by appointment for individual one-on-one sessions,
after registering with the office as indicated above.
Participants can use lab PCs or they can also bring their own portable devices.
(See Tech-Savvy Workshops for more information, page 30).
Dates and times (plenary sessions)
251 Brainy Bar 1:
April 13th Thursday 4:00-5:00 p.m.
252 Brainy Bar 2:
May 10th Wednesday 4:00-5:00 p.m.
253 Brainy Bar 3:
May 15th Monday 12:10-1:00 p.m.
254 Brainy Bar 4:
June 1st Thursday 4:00-5:00 p.m.
On special request, volunteers are available Jun 20th until July 25th.
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LECTURES (L), WORKSHOPS (W)
Friday, April 21, 10 a.m.

L

255 The Multiple Meanings of “Humanism”
Presenter: Michel Virard

Although its roots are much older, the term “humanism” has been used since
the Renaissance to signify a focus on our earthly human condition instead of
contemplation of our multi-faceted relation with the divine. However, the term
“humanism” has taken quite different meanings at different periods and in
different countries. Hence the potential for confusion. We will do our best to
clarify those multiple meanings.

L

256 Mexico: How to Escape Our Cold Winters
Presenter: Paul Terni

Thinking of escaping the rigours of winter? Mexico is a great destination! Sun,
beach and immersion in Mexican culture await. I will talk about our last trip
there to the Pacific coast around Huatulco, Puerto Escondido, and then inland
to the historic city of San Miguel de Allende. Plenty to keep the curious mind
busy. And you might learn/improve your Spanish.
Friday, April 21, 1 p.m.

L

257 Discover the Musical Talents of Jennifer Higdon
Presenter: Ann Pearson

Jennifer Higdon is one of the most acclaimed and frequently performed
contemporary classical composers. Winner of numerous awards, including a
Pulitzer Prize, she has enough commissions from solo artists and orchestras
to keep her busy until 2020. Higdon’s musical style incorporates elements of
traditional tonality with an emphasis on “interesting colour combinations.”

L

258 Why / When / How Did the Hebrew Scriptures, History,
Even God Become Part of Christianity?

Friday, April 28, 10 a.m.

L

259 John Franklin’s Doomed Mission to the Arctic in 1845
Presenter: Ruth Allan Rigby

In 1845, Sir John Franklin set sail from England with two ships, in search of the
Northwest Passage; the ships and crew vanished. A breakthrough was made in
2014 and later 2016 when an expedition discovered the wrecks HMS Erebus and
Terror. The use of both state-of-the-art technology and 19th century Inuit oral
testimony made this historic discovery possible and will, perhaps, help solve the
mystery of this mission.

L

261 World War I: Causes and Consequences
Presenter: Ben Sperer

Its causes and effects. Setting the stage for the war, the war itself, and
its aftermath.
Friday, April 28, 1 p.m.

W

260 Death Café
Presenters: Marie-France Privyk, Kit Racette, Sheryl Beller-Kenner

As a rule, we avoid talking or even thinking about death. But as we bring the
reality of our finite lives into awareness, we then gain access to choices that
can enable us to live our lives to the fullest! A Death Café is a group directed
discussion of death with no pre-determined agenda, objectives or subthemes.
Please note: a Death Café is not a grief support or counselling session.

L

277 Insights into Modern Turkey
Presenter: Brian Webber

In 2009 - 2011 the lecturer worked for a United Nations agency in Turkey, first
in south east Anatolia and later in Ankara. He will share insights into Turkish
society, culture and politics gleaned on the job and through travels for business,
pleasure or to escape the heat. He will also discuss some of the joys and perils
of this experience.

Presenter: Elie Schwartz
Ever picked up a Christian bible and noticed that the text of the Hebrew bible
was included in it? Ever wondered why and how it came about? We will review
the historical events of mid-second century Christianity and the reasons – for and
against inclusion – offered by the major protagonist.
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Friday, May 5, 10 a.m.

L

262 Operation Ironclad (WW II, Madagascar)
Presenter: Kuai-Yu (Paul) Leong

Seventy-five years ago in May 1942, the British invaded the Vichy-French
controlled Madagascar with an armada of over 30 warships (including two
aircraft carriers)! Come and learn about this lesser known chapter of WW
II – and the spectacular counter-attack by three Japanese submarines, which
seriously damaged a British battleship and sank an oil tanker.

L

263 The History of the Jews
Presenter: Ben Sperer

Their origins, their wanderings and their role in history.
Friday, May 5, 1 p.m.

L

264 The Brontës
Presenter: Connie Lavallée

Since 1857, each generation has rewritten the story of the Brontës to reflect
changing attitudes towards the role of women writers, their sexuality and
the very concept of personality. This presentation seeks to deepen our
understanding of the Brontë sisters and their culture.

L

265 All that Jazz
Presenter: Harry Shapiro

We will explore jazz from its birth in New Orleans to its birth in New York City.

L

266 Mythology in Art and Literature
Presenter: Barbara Silverman

Ancient mythology had a profound impact on art and literature. Examples
include the old Irish manuscripts detailing Celtic mythology and the statues
created by Michelangelo of the Gemini twins, which still stand today in Rome.
Come and learn about a very interesting subject.
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Friday, May 12, 10 a.m

L

267 World War II: Causes and Aftermath
Presenter: Ben Sperer

Events leading up to the war, the war and its aftermath.
Friday, May 12, 1 p.m.

L

268 An Afternoon with the Odes of John Keats
Presenter: Pauline Bentham

A reading of several of Keats’s odes with background and explanation where
necessary. The odes cover a wide spectrum of subjects and are some of the
finest poetry he wrote. Discussion is encouraged after each reading.

L

269 Cruising the Mississippi - Part II
Presenter: Sherry Steinberg

This will be the second half of my Mississippi River cruise on the American Queen
steamboat from Saint Louis to New Orleans. Among many other interesting
locations, we visited many beautiful mansions and museums.
Friday, May 19, 10 a.m.

L

270 The Spies of World War II
Presenter: Ben Sperer

The true stories of the greatest spies of World War II.
Friday, May 19, 1 p.m.
271 London Music Halls

L

Presenter: Harry Shapiro

This is a type of British theatrical entertainment which was popular
between 1850 and 1950. British music hall was similar to American
Vaudeville. We will enjoy some of the greats of the past.
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Friday, May 26, 10 a.m.

L

272 Mental Health Challenges: One Ontario Hospital’s Journey
Presenter: Dev Chopra

Dev Chopra, a McGill MBA, worked as Executive VP Corporate and then Executive
VP Clinical through a 15 year transformative period for the Centre for Addiction
and Mental Health in Toronto, Canada’s largest academic hospital in the field
of mental health. He will give us his insights into the prevalence and impact on
society of mental illness and into what is being done about it in Ontario.

L

273 It’s a Grimm Road to Travel
Presenter: George Lapa

An article in the Montreal Gazette in 1994 was the inspiration for the lecturer to
travel last September to Germany and to explore the world of the Brothers Grimm.
From Hanau to Bremen, join us on the Fairy Tale Road, discovering the lives of the
Grimm brothers and their influence, both in their own country and abroad.
Friday, May 26, 1 p.m.

L

274 A Comparison of the Canadian, American and British
Health Care Systems

Presenter: Irwin Kuzmarov
The lecture will compare three health care models, the Canadian, American and
the British. We will focus on strengths and weaknesses of the three, and focus
on the American system of Obamacare.

L

275 The American Songbook
Presenter: Harry Shapiro

We will follow the history and creativity of the Golden Age of American Song
and the development of this wonderful music.

Friday, June 2, 10 a.m.

L

276 Poverty Alleviation in India
Presenter: Shivendra Dwivedi

The Freedom form Poverty Foundation’s work in India: How to make a difference
in long term poverty alleviation.
Friday, June 2, 1 p.m.

L

278 An Afternoon with Felix Mendelssohn
Presenter: Pauline Bentham

We will listen to a selection of Mendelssohn’s shorter works with commentary
and background given. Some will be old favourites and some will be a
refreshing change.

L

279 Montreal of My Childhood
Presenter: Harry Shapiro

A personal discovery of Montreal.
Friday, June 9, 10 a.m.

L

280 Women in Iran
Presenter: Soheila Raesinezhad

Despite the fact that there are many restrictions on women in Iran, their role
is not defined by hijab and chador, wearing a mandatory scarf in public or not
being allowed to drink alcohol. Iranian women are present in modern Iran; there
is no other country in the world which has more women studying engineering.
Women are also present in Parliament, in the Public and Private sectors, the
Universities, in sports.

L

281 From Byzantium to Constantinople to Istanbul

Presenter: Ben Sperer
The history of a city between two continents, from the 7th century B.C. to the
21st century A.D.
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June 9, 1 p.m.

L

282 Designing a More Compassionate World
Presenter: Jonathan Leighton

Jonathan Leighton, author of The Battle for Compassion: Ethics in an Apathetic
Universe and founder of the think-and-do-tank Organisation for the Prevention
of Intense Suffering, will present his ideas on principles and strategies for a
gentler, more compassionate world.

L

283 A Sounding of Finnegans Wake
Presenter: Malcolm Goldstein

James Joyce’s “Wake” was an essential inspiration source for John Cage who
created “Roaratorio”. The music is a vast soundscape collage of recordings of
places and sound referred to in the “Wake”. We will discuss Cage’s music and
listen to “Roaratorio.”

L

284 John the Baptizer: Fact and Fiction
Presenter: Elie Schwartz

Pope Pius X designated St. John the Baptizer as the Patron Saint of Quebec
(1908). Popes are not in the business of bestowing such honors on nonChristian / non-Catholics. Was John a Christian Catholic? We’ll review his life /
death in the earliest sources and formulate an informed decision.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION
THE MCLL DIFFERENCE
Peer learning and active participation are two cornerstones of MCLL’s curriculum;
these principles differentiate its programs from traditional university courses
and classes. The form of participation varies according to the subject matter
and the approach chosen by the moderator. The level of involvement can range
from mere presence, to advance preparation/research, participation in group
discussions and presentations to the class (see study group styles on page 4).
Two forms of membership are offered: full and associate.
FULL MEMBERSHIP
Full members pay a flat fee of $105 per term ($75 for a single 5-week study
group). This allows one to register for one or two study groups per term, with
the possibility of joining additional study groups later if there is room. Full
members receive a McGill ID and e-mail address when they first register. The
member’s card is renewed twice a year; privileges include free access to the
McGill libraries, free IT assistance and discounts at some McGill facilities. A
“fee waiver” form is available on request.
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP
Associate members pay a flat fee of $20 per term. This allows one to take part in
social activities held by MCLL and to register for lectures, workshops and outings.
FEES FOR LECTURES, WORKSHOPS AND OUTINGS
Full and associate members pay $8 per activity, provided they reserve and pay
in advance. They may pre-register one guest per lecture at the $8 rate. The fee
is $10 for those paying at the door (if there is room).
REGISTRATION
Members may register in person or by mail (with a single cheque payable to
McGill University); cash is not accepted; returning members may also register
online. Registration forms may be submitted at any time once the program is
distributed/posted, although they will only be processed at the dates indicated
on page 4. Registration forms will be dated and numbered as they are received,
then processed in the same order. Registrations made online are processed
immediately and accepted/rejected based on the space available at the time.
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ADMISSION

FACILITIES

Members may register for up to two study groups. If space allows when the
term starts, members may sign up for additional study groups at that time. The
number of participants per study group is limited. Since some study groups are
extremely popular, registrants are asked to register early and to list their first four
choices. Waiting lists are established when study groups become full. Admission
to a study group is valid only after being processed by the office; members are
asked not to communicate with moderators concerning registration.

MCLL premises are located on the 2nd floor at 688 Sherbrooke St. West, (a
few activities are held in a large lecture room on the 10th floor or in computer
labs on the 12th floor). There is a kitchen and a lounge (with a small library, a
computer and a telephone) for the use of members; Wi-Fi is available. The office
is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday to Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday.

REFUNDS

MCLL has direct underground access to the McGill metro station. There is an
elevator from the ground floor to the 2nd floor. Members who use a wheelchair
or walker and need to use the elevator should identify themselves at the front
desk on the ground floor.

Full and associate membership fees are refundable before the start of the second
week of the term. Lecture fees may be exchanged for vouchers if registrants
notify the office that they cannot attend at least 24 hours in advance.
TAX CREDIT
Seniors aged 70 and older with a net income (line 275 of Québec tax return)
below $40,865 may claim their MCLL full membership fees for a small provincial
tax credit (line 462). Account statements by term are available on Minerva to
use as receipts. If you need help getting access to your statements, please ask
the MCLL Administrative Coordinator.
STUDY GROUPS
Study groups are offered Monday to Thursday at 9:30-11:30 a.m., 11:45 a.m.1:45 p.m., 2-4 p.m. and, on occasion, 4-6 p.m. While most study groups run for
10 weeks, some have a shorter duration. All are held on the 2nd floor, in rooms
225, 241, 243 and 245. Schedules are posted on the noticeboards.
LECTURES
Most lectures are presented on Fridays at 10 a.m.-noon or 1-3 p.m. In the
summertime, lectures are presented on Wednesdays only, at the same times.
Lectures are held either on the 2nd floor or in room 1041. Schedules are posted
on the noticeboards.
TECH-SAVVY WORKSHOPS
Participants can use lab PCs; they can also use their own portable devices,
provided they have activated their Wi-Fi connection ahead of time. A McGill
username and password is necessary to connect to the Wi-Fi; these can be
obtained by setting up a McGill email account on Minerva. (For help, see
McGill Tech Services on the 2nd floor with your MCLL member’s card). For more
information, see TECHNICAL STUDIES, page 21.

ACCESSIBILITY

EMERGENCY PRECAUTIONS
Evacuation procedures are clearly posted in the classrooms. Members should
have with them at all times the coordinates of a person who could be reached
in case of emergency; they should also leave that information at the office.
VOLUNTEERING AT MCLL
Volunteering greatly enhances the MCLL experience. Volunteer positions range
from moderating to serving on Council, working in the office, taking attendance
at lectures or performing a range of other tasks. Application forms are available
in the office.
ORGANIZATION
MCLL is part of McGill’s School of Continuing Studies. A Council, elected from
among members, provides overall direction. The organization is entirely selffinancing; while it draws most of its revenues from registrations, it also benefits
from the generosity of individual donors and foundations.
HISTORY
MCLL was founded in 1989. It is patterned on a model developed at Harvard
and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), based on peer-learning
and active participation. The model is applied in a variety of ways in the context
of study groups, lectures, workshops and outings. Its hallmark is that members
assume responsibility for sharing their knowledge and experience with others.
The result is a rich and dynamic learning environment.

OUTINGS
Occasional outings to various locations in and around the City of Montréal are
held on a Friday or Saturday in the fall, winter and spring, and on Wednesdays in
the summer.
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MCLL LECTURES and WORKSHOPS
DATE
April 13, 4-5 p.m.
April 21, 10 a.m.

W
L
L

No.

EVENT | PRESENTER

251

Brainy Bar 1 | IELC student volunteers

255
256

The Multiple Meanings of “Humanism” | Michel Virard
Mexico: How to Escape Our Cold Winters | Paul Terni

April 21, 1 p.m.
257
L
		
258
L
		

Discover the Musical Talents of
Jennifer Higdon | Ann Pearson
Why/ When/How Did the Hebrew Scriptures, History,
Even God Become Part of Christianity? | Elie Schwartz

L
April 28, 10 a.m.
259
		
L
261

John Franklin’s Doomed Mission to the Arctic
in 1845 | Ruth Allan Rigby
World War I: Causes and Consequences | Ben Sperer

W 260
April 28, 1 p.m.
		
277
L

Death Café | Marie-France Privyk, Kit Racette,
Sheryl Beller-Kenner
Insights into Modern Turkey | Brian Webber

May 5, 10 a.m.
262
L
		
263
L

Operation Ironclad (WW II, Madagascar) |
Kuai-Yu (Paul) Leong
The History of the Jews | Ben Sperer

L
L
L

264
265

The Brontës | Connie Lavallée
All That Jazz | Harry Shapiro

266

Mythology in Art and Literature | Barbara Silverman

May 10, 4-5 p.m.

W

252

Brainy Bar 2 | IELC student volunteers

May 12, 10 a.m.

L

267

World War II: Causes and Aftermath | Ben Sperer

May 12, 1 p.m.
268
L
		
269
L

An Afternoon with the Odes of John Keats |
Pauline Bentham
Cruising the Mississippi - Part II | Sherry Steinberg

May 15, 12:10-1 p.m. W

253

Brainy Bar 3 | IELC student volunteers

May 19, 10 a.m.

L

270

The Spies of World War II | Ben Sperer

May 19, 1 p.m.

L

271

London Music Halls | Harry Shapiro

May 5, 1 p.m.

L
May 26, 10 a.m.
272
		
273
L
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MCLL LECTURES and WORKSHOPS
DATE
May 26, 1 p.m.

L

No.

EVENT | PRESENTER

274

A Comparison of Canadian, American and British

		
275
L

Health Care Systems | Irwin Kuzmarov
The American Songbook | Harry Shapiro

June 1, 4-5 p.m.

W

254

Brainy Bar 4 | IELC student volunteers

June 2, 10 a.m.

L

276

Poverty Alleviation in India | Shivendra Dwivedi

June 2, 1 p.m.

L
L

278
279

An Afternoon with Felix Mendelssohn | Pauline Bentham
Montreal of My Childhood | Harry Shapiro

June 9, 10 a.m.

L
L

280
281
		

Women in Iran | Soheila Raesinezhad
From Byzantium to Constantinople to
Istanbul | Ben Sperer

L
June 9, 1 p.m.
282
		
L
283
284
L

Designing a More Compassionate World |
Jonathan Leighton
A Sounding of Finnegans Wake | Malcolm Goldstein
John the Baptizer: Fact and Fiction | Elie Schwartz

Mental Health Challenges: One Ontario
Hospital’s Journey | Dev Chopra
It’s a Grimm Road to Travel | George Lapa
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MONDAY

235 The Railways of British Columbia
Andrew Macdougall / Robbie Robinson

245 The Plays of Terence Rattigan
Clifford Parr / Barbara Silverman | (8 wks - Apr 10)

240 Charles Dickens: A Writer for His Time and
Ours: The Pickwick Papers Ellie Clavier-Rothstein

Elie Schwartz

238 The History of the Papacy

Nicole de Rochemont

225 Devine Qui Vient Dîner?

Kuai-Yu (Paul) Leong / Chantal Tittley | (5 wks - Apr 11)

228 Around the World in 5 Weeks
Kuai-Yu (Paul) Leong | (5 wks - May 16)

Robert Burns McDonald

Nycole Paquin / Wifrid Dubé

244 Le Théâtre Français au XIXe siècle

Noga Emanuel

249 Widening Horizons
René Welter | (8 wks - Apr 24)

		

		

		

Barbara Silverman

239 Prehistoric and Ancient History

246 Tone Poems / Songs by Gustave Mahler &
Richard Strauss Bernadine Lewis

Kay Palkhivala / Eleanor Hynes | (Apr 20)

243 Why Read Detective Stories?

248 Wagner’s Der Ring des Niebelungen - II
Averill Craig

Peter Berry

234 The Migration Experience

Freda Segal

228 Drama for Fun

Sandra Frisby

222 The Google Art Project

Nadia Alexan

229 Are Corporations Ruling the World?

237 Bletchley Park (BP): Codebreaking and the		
Birthplace of the Modern Computer Ruth Allan Rigby		

231 Comparing Apple and...“The Little Red Dot”

232 The Search for a New Economic Order

		William Wees

		247 Wagner’s Der Ring des Niebelungen - I

Katherine Moore | (5 wks - Apr 10)		

250 Modern Astronomy		

Helaine Kliger / Jackie Cytrynbaum

223 First Nations Contemporary Artists
Peter Berry

LITERATURE
MUSIC
SCIENCE & SOCIETY

THURSDAY
242 Friendship and Human Excellence

ECONOMICS & SOCIETY
HEALTH
HISTORY

			Dennis Creamer

		

2:00-4:00 pm

Dennis Creamer

285 Science and Technology

Roz Paris / Robert Winters

Michael McCusker / John Hobbins

241 By Way of Deception - The Romance and Ethics
of Espionage Noga Emanuel

WEDNESDAY
224 Writer’s Workshop

TUESDAY
227 Bridge for Fun

ART & ARCHITECTURE
CREATIVE WRITING
CULTURAL STUDIES
CURRENT EVENTS

			286 The Story of English

Soheila Raesinezhad

236 Understanding Iran through Films

230 Current Affairs through the Eyes of the Quebec Media /
L’actualité: Perspectives des Média Québécois Tony Frayne

11:45 am-1:45 pm 233 Israel / Palestine

9:30-11:30 am

MCLL STUDY GROUP SCHEDULE | WINTER 2017

NOTES

PLAN ON ATTENDING MCLL’S
SPRING FLING LUNCHEON IN JUNE 2017!

mcgill.ca/mcll_joy
688, rue Sherbrooke ouest, bureau 229, Montréal (Québec) H3A 3R1
Téléphone : 514 398-8234 | Télécopieur : 514 398-2757
mcll.scs@mcgill.ca

