
Cognitive Science 
Orientation

August 26, 2025



Agenda

1 2 3 4 5

Introduction Program 
Overview

Advising Student Life-
SACS

Panel and 
Q&A



Ross Otto
  Director, Cognitive Science Program
   Associate Professor, Dept of Psychology
    Ph.D. Psychology, Univ. of Texas at Austin 2012
    B.S. Cognitive Science, UCLA 2005

Liana Hall DuMond 
   Cognitive Science Program Advisor

Student Panel
     U3 Cognitive Science 



CogSci Program

What is cognitive science?
 

    
Why should I choose this program?



Advising
Liana Hall DuMond -Program Advisor
 Science Office of Undergrad. 
 Student Advising(SOUSA)

 Adams Building - room 23 (1st floor)
 liana.hall@mcgill.ca

www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/advising/advising-appointments

Add/drop period: 
• 15 min one on one appointments
• 5 min drop in zoom

mailto:liana.hall@mcgill.ca
http://www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/advising/advising-appointments
http://www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/advising/advising-appointments
http://www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/advising/advising-appointments


Interfaculty Program Cognitive Science - 54 credits

Honours Cognitive Science - 60 credits

Minor Cognitive Science – 24 credits

www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/programs

CogSci Program

http://www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/programs


How to plan?
Most important tip: PLAN AHEAD!

DO NOT USE: 
• Degree Evaluation
• My Progress

Checklist:
www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/advising

http://www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/advising


Course Selection
How do I know what classes to take?
What prereqs do I need? 
What stream/area of focus should I choose?

Watch the videos and consult the pdfs for your stream 
and the “Planning Tips” documents: 
www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/advising/orientation 

CEGEP/AP/IB/FB equivalences 
www.mcgill.ca/transfercredit/prospective

http://www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/advising/orientation
http://www.mcgill.ca/transfercredit/prospective


Common 
Mistakes

Not meeting with your advisor 
regularly 1
Not planning ahead for the 15 credits of 
400+ level complementary courses 2

3

4

5

BA&Sc rules: 120 credits total and 21 
credit rule (balance arts and sci courses)

Taking a course you don’t have the 
prerequisites for

Missing minor program requirements



Other Resources

FALL DATES & DEADLINES
Sept 9: Add/drop and S/U

Sept 16: Course Withdrawal with refund
 
Oct 28:  Course Withdrawal NO refund

Dec 3:   Last day of classes

Dec 5-19:  Exam period

RESEARCH
www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/research

www.mcgill.ca/science/research/un
dergraduate-research

www.mcgill.ca/arts-
internships/research

http://www.mcgill.ca/cogsci/research
http://www.mcgill.ca/science/research/undergraduate-research
http://www.mcgill.ca/science/research/undergraduate-research
http://www.mcgill.ca/science/research/undergraduate-research
http://www.mcgill.ca/science/research/undergraduate-research
http://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/research
http://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/research
http://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/research


What is SACS? 
Student Association of Cognitive Science

Resources:
• CogSci Course Review 

Handbook

• Buddy Program 

• Research guide

Where to find us:
www.cogsci-mcgill.com/
www.instagram.com/cogsci_mcgill/

https://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/assets/SACS%20Course%20Review%20Guide%202024-2025.pdf
https://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/assets/SACS%20Course%20Review%20Guide%202024-2025.pdf
https://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/assets/SACS%20Course%20Review%20Guide%202024-2025.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGabkEUjySh7hdt287x-Gx8VaR-wiWzTN3ePvQwXYkkSkJeQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGabkEUjySh7hdt287x-Gx8VaR-wiWzTN3ePvQwXYkkSkJeQ/viewform
https://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/research.php
https://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/research.php
http://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/
http://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/
http://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/
http://www.instagram.com/cogsci_mcgill/


Our events

Resources
- CogSci Course 

Review Handbook

- Buddy Program 

• Research guide

Professional Social
- Welcome Back 

Picnic (Sept 10, 2-
5pm)

- Wine & Cheese 
Networking

- Trivia, Apartment 
Crawls, etc.

Academic
- Lab Tours

- Course Planning

- Study sessions

- Interview skills 
workshop

- Alumni Panel

- Networking 
sessions

https://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/assets/SACS-Course-Review-Guide-2023-2024.pdf
https://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/assets/SACS-Course-Review-Guide-2023-2024.pdf
https://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/assets/SACS-Course-Review-Guide-2023-2024.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGabkEUjySh7hdt287x-Gx8VaR-wiWzTN3ePvQwXYkkSkJeQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfGabkEUjySh7hdt287x-Gx8VaR-wiWzTN3ePvQwXYkkSkJeQ/viewform
https://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/research.php
https://www.cogsci-mcgill.com/research.php


Student Panel

Leatisha
Cogsci -Neuro 

Comp Sci
Ottawa, ON

Sydney
Cogsci -Pysch
Jewish Studies
Toronto, ON

Aasha
Cogsci-Neuro
Inter Life Sci
Markham, 

ON

Sofia
Cogsci-Neuro
Soc. Stud Med
Courtenay, 

BC

Mai
Cogsci-Psych

Comms
Amman, 
Jordan

Keya
Cogsci -Comp 
South Asian St

Montreal



THANK YOU!
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