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Editor’s Preface  
 
It is with great pleasure that I present to you the thirteenth edition of Hirundo, McGill 

University’s undergraduate Classics journal. Throughout the years, Hirundo became a 

publication that encourages scholarly excellence and engagement with the classical world 

in a variety of ways. The present issue includes reflections on Greek and Roman history, 

literature, medicine, sports, warfare, architecture, and Classical reception.  

 

We begin with Alexandra Bilhete’s discussion of the origins and development of 

Hellenistic science in Ptolemaic Egypt and Alexandria. Then, Samuel Low-Chappell 

brings us to the gladiatorial games, a sport of rules and techniques built upon the idea of 

bravery. Further on the topic of battle, Alexandru Martalogu explores Dacia as a catalyst 

for Roman warfare. Opening the topic of methodology, Forrest Picher analyses the 

Histories in a discussion on the temporal and cultural gaps of the study of history. Then, 

Marcus Wang explores the possibility of Vergilian influence on Beowulf. Continuing in 

literature, Katherine Horgan presents a study on madness and Marlowe’s reception of the 

Herculean myth in Tamburlaine. Leaving textual constructions, we turn to Byzantine art 

and architecture in an essay by Gregory Giannakis. Finally, a light but stimulating piece 

by Giulietta Fiore illuminates the contrasts between ancient Greek and Chinese 

conception of old age. In the back matter section, Jacqueline Hampshire and Jemma 

Elliott-Israelson present unique pieces that link the past and the present. Among these, 

you will find the voices of four scholars in a short series of interviews compiled by our 

editors.  

 

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Professors Rose MacLean, Eric Nelson, 

Josiah Ober, and Kurt Raaflaub for contributing to this present edition. Many thanks to 

our great body of support, the Department of History and Classical Studies, the John 

MacNaughton Chair of Classics, the Dean of Arts’ Development Fund, the Arts 

Undergraduate Society, and the Students’ Society of McGill University for their generous 

financial donations.  

 

Thanks go, as always, to the dedicated team of editors listed above, whose commitment 

to hard work and dedication to the study of history have made it possible to bring this 

project to completion, in a most enjoyable way.  

                    

        Clara Nencu 
        Editor-in-Chief  
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