
Hubert Bédard and Hellmuth Wolff: 
Visionaries of  the early keyboard revival

In 2013, the Marvin Duchow Music Library of  McGill University acquired two archival collections that trace 
the legacy of  two musicians who set new standards for the design and restoration of  historical keyboard 

instruments. Hubert Bédard (b Ottawa, 28 Dec 1933; d Brignoles, France, 16 June 1989) apprenticed with Frank 
Hubbard before becoming chief  restorer of  keyboards at the Paris Conservatoire and founding his own workshop 
dedicated to the restoration and construction of  harpsichords modelled on original prototypes. Hellmuth Wolff 
(b Zurich, 3 Sept 1937; d Montreal 30 Nov 2013) apprenticed in Europe and the United States before immigrating 

Hubert Bédard: Pioneer of  the twentieth-century harpsichord revival

career as a restorer and builder would last only 20 years, but during that time over 60 
early keyboard instruments were restored under his supervision for a number of  

The Marvin Duchow Music Library wishes to thank Léon Bédard and Michel Bédard for their generous donation of  the Hubert 
Bédard fonds (MDML 24).

Hellmuth Wolff: Master organ builder

Charles Fisk, he came to Canada in 1963 to work for Casavant Frères in St. Hyacinthe, where 
he can be credited in great part for setting up a mechanical traction organ workshop. His 
abundant production included famous instruments such as the Redpath Organ at McGill 

Toronto, which reproduced a North German baroque aesthetic.  

dimensional objects.

The Marvin Duchow Music Library wishes to thank the succession of  Hellmuth Wolff  for the donation of  his archival records.

This research was supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of  Canada.
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Hubert Bédard et Hellmuth Wolff  :
visionnaires du clavier historique

E
claviers historiques. Hubert Bédard

Hellmuth Wolff  

Hubert Bédard : pionnier du renouveau du clavecin au XXe siècle

La Bibliothèque de musique Marvin Duchow de l’Université McGill désire remercier Léon et Michel Bédard pour leur don généreux de 
documents constituant le Fonds d’archives Hubert Bédard (MDML 24). 

Hellmuth Wolff  : maître de la facture d’orgue

La Bibliothèque de musique Marvin Duchow de l’Université McGill désire remercier la succession de Hellmuth Wolff  pour le don de ses 
documents d’archives.  

Cette recherche a été nancée par le Conseil de recherches en sciences humaines du Canada.
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