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[ | Ibn Khaldun's studies of the rise and fall of Islamicate empires

have proven to be of widespread and enduring relevance with-
in broader fields of social scientific research.

In the same vein, this lecture argues, the insights that Marshall
Hodgson derives from his far-reaching study of the origins and
evolution of the Islamicate ecumene should figure centrally in
the ongoing efforts of philosophers, social theorists, and hu-
manistic scholars of various sorts to reconceptualize world
history through a non-Western-centric and more spiritually
sympathetic lens.

In order to advance this claim, the presentation situates Hodg-

son's major world-historical arguments within the discourse on

the nature and implications of the Axial Age (800-200 BCE), an

approach that he consciously utilizes to orient his analyses Imagining

in The Venture of Islam. )
the Islamic Ecumene:

Marshall Hodgson
as Philosopher of History
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2pm EST (UTC -5) Hosted on Zoom:

https://mcgill.zoom.us/s/8266062657
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