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“An essential and necessary film.”  ★★★★   
Julie Ledoux. VOIR (Montréal) 

 
“As fascinating as it is illuminating.”  

Manon Dumais. Huffington Post 
 

 
SYNOPSIS 

This autobiographical first film is a heartbreaking chronicle of a family 

struggling with rootlessness and mental illness. When she learns that her 

brother Juan has returned to Quebec after spending some time in their 

birthplace, Mexico, Karina Garcia Casanova decides to film him. Her 

purpose is clear from the start: she is not interested in home movies, she is 

going to make a real film. And her project quickly takes a dramatic turn 

when Juan suffers a relapse into a desperate bout of depression and 

paranoia. It is not unusual for a first film to come out of a very personal 

journey; but rare are those that demonstrate such mature introspection. 

Here, cinema is nothing less than an essential tool for reconstructing the 

self. (Bruno Dequen) 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
 
Duration: 78 minutes 

Language: Spanish, French, and English 

Subtitles: French, English, or Spanish 
Format: HD Sound: 5.1  
Screening format: DCP 
Production company: EyeSteelFilm / KGC Films 
Country of Production: Canada / Mexico 

Date of completion: Nov 18, 2014 

 

FESTIVALS   
 
• RIDM (Rencontres internationales du documentaire de Montréal). Canada.           
Nov 2014. World Premiere.  

• RVCQ (Rendez Vous du Cinéna Québecois). Canada. Feb 2015.  

• Guadalajara International Film Festival. Mexico. Upcoming in March 2015.  

AWARDS  

• Special Jury Mention for Best First Documentary.              
Rendez Vous du Cinéna Québecois. Feb. 2015 

• Special Mention for Best New Talent from the National jury.                           
RIDM. Nov. 2014 

• Special Mention for best documentary from the Student Jury.                        
RIDM. Nov. 2014 

• Winner of Doculab 1.0 of the Guadalajara Film Festival in Los Angeles.        
Rough cut stage. Sept. 2014 
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DIRECTOR’S BIO 

Karina Garcia Casanova is a 

Mexican born filmmaker based in 

Montreal, Canada. Her award 

winning short films (The Great 

Thinkers, Disown Delete) have been 

broadcast and shown in numerous 

films festivals and institutions 

(Clermont-Ferrand, Edinburgh 

International Film Festival, Sapporo 

Short Film Festival, Boston Museum 

of Fine Arts, etc. JUANICAS is her 

first feature documentary, co-produced with EyeSteelFilm. At the rough-cut stage, 

the film won the DOCULAB 1.0, a competitive rough cut lab of the Guadalajara 

Film Festival in Los Angeles. It recently premiered at the Montreal International 

Documentary Film Festival (RIDM) where it won two special jury mentions.  
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CREDITS  
 

 
written & directed by 

KARINA GARCÍA CASANOVA 
 

cinematography by 
KARINA GARCÍA CASANOVA 

PABLO ALVAREZ-MESA 
GLAUCO BERMUDEZ 
CARLOS FERRAND 

 
edited by 

KARINA GARCIA CASANOVA 
 

music by 
OLIVIER ALARY 

 
sound design and editing by 

KATY WOOD 

TERRY RODMAN 
 

produced by 
KARINA GARCÍA CASANOVA 

DANIELA FLORI 
 

executive producers 
BOB MOORE 

MILA AUNG-THWIN 
DANIEL CROSS 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Developped with the financial participation of the jeunes créateurs program of the  

 
 

 
 

Produced with the financial participation of 
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EYESTEELFILM is a film media company listed on the Real Screen Global 100 since 
2009. Dedicated to using cinematic expression as a catalyst for social and political 
change It has created cinema that empowers people ignored by mainstream media. A 
mandate which has taken the company to explore projects, people and ideas around the 
world. EyeSteelFilm was founded through making films with the homeless community. 
Daniel Cross’ gritty street trilogy (Danny Boy, 1993; The Street: a film with the homeless, 
1996; SPIT: Squeegee Punks in Traffic, 2002) chronicled a generation of Canadians lost 
to social funding cuts, political apathy, alcoholism and drug use. These films provided a 
template for using engaged cinéma-vérité and interactivity for empowerment and 
 change.  
 
Eyesteelfilm has also branched out internationally in a major way. A series of films 
chronicling modern life in China (Bone, 2005; Chairman George, 2006; Up the Yangtze, 
2007; Last Train Home 2009; and China Heavyweight 2010) led to international acclaim 
and box office success, in particular for Up the Yangtze, which grossed over 2 million 
USD in box office and won dozens of international awards. Building on this, Lixin Fan’s 
Last Train Home, won the Joris Ivens Award at IDFA 2009 and continues to receive 
international acclaim. Other award winning films include: Omar Majeed’s Taqwacore: 
The Birth of Punk Islam; Brett Gaylor’s Rip: A Remix Manifesto; Mia Donovan’s Inside 
Lara Roxx, Tony Asimakopoulos’ Fortunate Son, and Yung Chang’s The Fruit Hunters.  
 
Main Contact: Karina Garcia Casanova: karina@eyesteelfilm.com +1-514-804-8696 
 
Distribution: Damien Detcheberry: damien@eyesteelfilm.com +1-514-937-4893 ext.122 
 
Website: www.juanicas.com	
  
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/juanicasdoc 
Link to trailer: http://vimeo.com/110497805 
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Voir (Montreal) – November 11, 2014 
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