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The ancient Oriental Christian Churches – the Coptic Church of Egypt, the Syriac Church, Church 

of Armenia, the Church of Ethiopia, the Malabar Orthodox Church and the Church of Eritrea – are 
little known in West. Several of these Churches are being sorely tested by radical Islamic 
movements and by emigration of their faithful to Western Europe and North America.  

Christine Chaillot, who has a profound knowledge of the situation of these Churches, will speak on 

their current difficult situation of these Churches and on their long-standing theological dialogue 
with the Eastern (or Byzantine) Orthodox Churches. This dialogue aims at restoring communion 

between the two families of Orthodox Churches, overcoming the division in Christendom resulting 
from the Christological debates in the fifth century, especially the Christological formulations of 
the Fourth Ecumenical Council of Chalcedon in 451. 

 
Christine Chaillot is an independent scholar and author from Switzerland. She is the author and 

editor of numerous articles and books on the life and spirituality of the Oriental Orthodox Churches 
and on the Eastern (or Byzantine) Orthodox. Her books have been published in eight 

languages.  Her most recent book is a collection of articles dealing with the theological dialogue 
between the Eastern Orthodox and the Oriental Orthodox Churches. 


