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Looking Back on the 2020–2021 Academic Year

It has been a year of innovation, experimentation, and adjustment at CIRM, as in most of the world,
and a very full year at that. COVID-19 took all of us by surprise—not in terms of a global pandemic
thundering its way into every nook and cranny of everyday life, as epidemiologists have warned for
years if not decades that this was bound to happen soon—but in terms of the unevenness of
institutional responses. Our cherished public healthcare system has been taxed to the limits, with its
front-line workers bearing the brunt of the pandemic’s effects, to say nothing of the many victims of
this terrible pandemic. If anything has become clear in the last 16 months, it is the brittleness of the
infrastructures that support society, and the need for reinvestment in terms of dollars and cents but
also thoughtful reform and individual sacrifice for the common good.
 
At the same time, surging questions of social justice have seen long-overdue discussions of truth
and reconciliation across Canada accelerated by responses to the urgency of Black Lives Matter
and similar calls to action, not to mention the burgeoning crisis of housing affordability in Montréal
as in other major Canadian metropolitan regions. Perhaps scholars will look back in a few years and
tell us about how 2020–21 saw the renaissance of the comprehensive Welfare State in Québec and
Canada, as cascading events tend to be cathartic in ways that are ultimately positive even with the
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hardships that they bring. Let us hope that the lessons learned from COVID-19 will help to build
institutional and societal resilience and engage all of us in continuing to work to reduce social
injustice in Montréal, across Québec, and farther afield.
 
On a closing note, my colleague Pascal Brissette is enjoying a well-deserved sabbatical leave in
2020–21 and it has been a true pleasure to serve the CIRM as Interim Director. Given my position in
the Faculty of Engineering, this has been an important way for CIRM to position itself in ways that
foster cross-disciplinary dialogue, and it is expected that we will continue to build these structural
links in the years to come.
 
Nik Luka
Interim Director
CIRM

News

 
Our list of members is growing
These last months, CIRM has welcomed five
additional researchers amongst its members.
Welcome to Nathalie Boucher (Urban
Anthropology, R.Es.P.I.R.E.), Thara Charland
(Literature, McGill U.), Jill Hanley (Social
Work, McGill U.), Solange Lefebvre (Religious
Studies, U. Montréal) and Nathan McClintock
(Urban Studies, INRS)! We also note the
renewal of Mary Anne Poutanen’s (Quebec
Studies, McGill U.) status as a resident
scholar.

Discover their expertise

BMO Postdoctoral Fellow 2021–
2022
Congratulations to Leila Ghaffari, who will be
undertaking a postdoctoral fellowship at
CIRM for the next academic year! Holder of
a joint PhD in Urban Studies from the
Université de Tous and Université du
Québec à Montréal (UQAM), Leila Ghaffari
has been a researcher at UQAM’s Centre for
research on social innovations since 2016.
She will be working under the direction of
Professor Guillaume Éthier (CIRM / UQAM)
on a research project about the post-COVID
redefinition of “third places,” based on the
example of the Promenade Ontario in the
borough of Hochelaga-Maisonneuve, in
Montréal.

Read her project description

New hires among CIRM’s team
Since April, CIRM is happy to count on two new recruits to contribute to its regular activities: Camille
Delagrave-Ajduk as Communications Assistant and Ophélie Proulx-Giraldeau as Event Coordinator.
Camille is an undergraduate student in the interdisciplinary Cognitive Science program with a minor
in Anthropology and Ophélie is a master’s candidate in Language and French Literature, both
attending McGill University. Welcome to the team!

Learn more

https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/nathalie-boucher
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/thara-charland
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/jill-hanley
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/solange-lefebvre
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/nathan-mcclintock
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/resident-scholars/resident/mary-anne-poutanen
http://mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/channels/news/new-cirm-members-2021-331102
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/guillaume-ethier
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/fellows/leila-ghaffari
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/channels/news/cirm-team-growing-331279


Upcoming Events

 

Montréalers and Islanders
Saturday June 5, 12 and 19 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.
 
CIRM welcomes you to the shores of the St. Lawrence for a series
of three conferences-experiences about the river and the
metropolis as part of the thematic week organized by Stratégies
Saint-Laurent. These events will combine field visits with
interdisciplinary and multisectoral discussions. Hosted by Nathalie
Boucher (CIRM / Urban Anthropology, R.Es.P.I.R.E), Natalie
Doonan (CIRM / Communication, U. Montréal) and Jeanne-Hélène
Jugie (CIRM / Comité ZIP Jacques-Cartier), they will provide an
opportunity for collective reflection on Montreal’s river issues in
terms of environment, green economy and access to water.

More details

Source: Unsplash

The F-MR Lab: Culture
Friday, June 18 from 12:00 to 1:30p.m.
 
Don’t miss the last roundtable of the F-MR Lab series, presented in
collaboration with MR-63 to discover its future Impact Laboratory.
This event hosted by Laurent Vernet (CIRM / U. de Montréal) will
bring together researchers, practitioners, members of the MR-63
team, and citizens to lay the groundwork for possible action-
research projects that will address the issues involved in the
creation and management of MR-63 in Griffintown and adjacent
neighbourhoods. More details to come!

Source: Rayside Labossière via
MR-63

Launch of the Appartenir, Communiquer, and
Émouvoir digital notebooks
Summer 2021
 
The last three issues of the Shaping Neighbourhoods: Experience
and Innovation, in collaboration with Quartier de l’innovation, will be
published shortly. The Appartenir issue will focus on the
development of one’s sense of belonging through icons and built
heritage, Communiquer will study the communicative dynamics
between the different stakeholders of a given neighbourhood, while
Émouvoir will address beauty as a fundamental dimension of the

https://www.semainedusaintlaurent.ca/
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/nathalie-boucher
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/natalie-doonan
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/jeanne-helene-jugie
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/montrealers-and-islanders
https://www.mr63.ca/
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/laurent-vernet


Reminders

 

public space. Watch for our next publications!

Did you know? Our virtual events can now be viewed on the Multimedia section of our website.

Launch of the Data for Society Hub blog
This key CIRM project now has its own blog on Medium in order to
offer a privileged access to the actions and reflections that support
this tech initiative. New posts will be published on a regular basis,
including updates on the progress of the project as well as
interviews with the stakeholders who contribute to it. Director
Pascal Brissette pens the first entry entitled Pôle d’analyse de
données sociales: ouverture d’un grand chantier.

Source: Archives, U. Calgary

Rethinking the City in Times of Pandemic series
Hosted by professors Daniel Weinstock (CIRM / Law and Political
Science, McGill U.) and Magda Fahrni (CIRM / History and
Feminist Studies, UQAM), our series of multidisciplinary webinars
addressing urbanity in a pandemic context came to an end a few
weeks ago after five insightful and enlightening meetings. The full
video recordings are available on the Multimedia page of our
website. Watch the webinars.

Launch of the Habiter Digital Notebook
The second issue in the Shaping Neighbourhoods series focuses
on the practices implemented to promote social diversity when
designing living spaces. With contributions by NikLuka(CIRM/
McGill U.), Erwan Poënces(Urban Planning, U. Rennes 2), Michel
Saint-Cyr (Espace La Traversée), and Laurence Vincent (Prével).
Discover the notebook.

Bulletin board

 
Publication: Le théâtre contemporain au Québec: Essai de synthèse historique et
socio-esthétique — Submitted by Erin Hurley

https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/resources/multimedia
https://medium.com/pds-dsh/pole-danalyse-de-donnees-sociales-ouverture-dun-grand-chantier-99bccf26e88e
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/daniel-m-weinstock
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/magda-fahrni
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/resources/multimedia
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/people-0/members/nik-luka
https://www.facebook.com/Espace-la-Travers%C3%A9e-147411758779269
https://www.prevel.ca/fr
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/resources/digital-notebooks
https://www.pum.umontreal.ca/catalogue/le_theatre_contemporain_au_quebec_1945_2015


Highlight
 

 



Edited by Gilbert David in collaboration with Hervé Guay, Hélène Jacques, and Yves
Jubinville
Presses de l’Université de Montréal, September 2020

 
Podcast: Cadre bâti, season 1 — Submitted by Guillaume Éthier

Space for deepened reflections on different subjects related to the city and urban phenomena
Multiple episodes on Montréal: Gentrification; Discours du vide; Culture de l’architecture;
Hivernité; Éthique, pôles urbains et autres polarisations

 
Publication: Translation and the Global City — Submitted by Marie Leconte

Edited by Judith Weisz Woodsworth
Routledge (“Advancesin Translation and Interpreting Studies” series), forthcoming September
2021

 
CIRM invites its members and partners to submit any call for papers or contributions, events, and book launches,
related in whole or in part to Montreal and its issues, that they would like to see featured in this section.

What has received the most reactionson our
social media in the last few months? Many
of you watched and shared—especially on
Twitter—the video recording of the webinar
AI Policy and Funding in Canada (online
since April) with our professor of practice
Ana Brandusescu.
 
Don’t forget to subscribe to our various
accounts to not miss our future posts!

 

https://www.facebook.com/CriemCirm/
https://twitter.com/CriemCirm
https://www.instagram.com/criem.cirm/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/11515249/
https://medium.com/@CRIEM.CIRM
https://cadrebati.org/
https://www.routledge.com/Translation-and-the-Global-City-Bridges-and-Gateways/Woodsworth/p/book/9780367555689
https://www.mcgill.ca/centre-montreal/resources/newsletter/submit-announcement
https://twitter.com/CriemCirm/status/1380580308370780163
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