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McGILL UNIVERSITY – FACULTY OF LAW 
 

EXAMINER INSTRUCTION FORM 

 
COURSE:  Family Law LAWG-273   SECTION: 001 
 
EXAMINER:  Professor Robert Leckey 
 
CO-EXAMINER:  Professor Angela Campbell 
 
DATE:  Monday 12 December 2011  TIME:  2:30 p.m. 
 
DURATION:   2.5 hours (2 hours + 30 minutes’ reading time) 
 
WEIGHT:  65 per cent 
 
NATURE:  FINAL EXAM    TERM: Fall 
 
TYPE:    Open Book 
 
 
1. Books, texts and materials from the Law Library are not permitted into the 

examination room for any examination whatsoever.   
2. No electronic devices with recorded notes permitted in examination room. 
3. No cell phones. 
 

McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore all students must 
understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other 
academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary 

Procedures. 

 
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

The exam consists of two (2) questions. You must answer both. They will be weighted 
equally. It is thus advisable to allocate time equally to both questions. To pass the 
examination, you must pass both questions. 
 
Use the 30 minutes’ reading time for reading, thinking, planning, and eliminating irrelevant 
material. You may use any source discussed in class or from the teaching/learning 
materials. Anchor your discussion consistently to authorities.  
 
Please write legibly and double-spaced. 
 

This examination paper contains two (2) questions on one (1) page. There are no 
attachments. Before starting, check to ensure that it is complete. 



 
Question One (50 per cent) 
 
Suppose that drafters in the Department of Justice have prepared draft legislation that would 
amend the Civil Marriage Act, S.C. 2005, c. 33, as follows. From a perspective informed by 
federal and provincial family law and policy, please assess the draft legislation. 
 

Marriage — certain aspects of capacity 

 
2. Marriage, for civil purposes, is the lawful union of two persons who have 
undergone a solemnization of marriage or who have cohabited  

(a) continuously for a period of not less than three years or  
(b) in a relationship of some permanence, if they are the natural or 
adoptive parents of a child, 
 

to the exclusion of all others. 
 
 
 
 
Question Two (50 per cent) 
 
In the light of common-law and civil-law family law and policy, would it be a good idea to 
abrogate the second paragraph of article 532 of the Civil Code of Québec? Justify your answer. 


