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Crisis management response





Drought mitigation activities

• “activities implemented in advance of a 
drought to reduce its negative effects”

– Water supply development

– Water management

– Water conservation and education

– Land management

– Economic and social empowerment



Rainwater harvesting

• The collection and storage of rain from roofs 
or from surface catchments for future use. 

• Water is generally stored in rainwater tanks or 
directed into mechanisms which recharge 
groundwater.

• Rainwater may be contaminated, therefore 
treatment is recommended



Rural uses, a simple rainwater diverter or pipe 
connected  to a tank or any other water storage 
vessel

Urban uses, such as a sophisticated rainwater 
collector for a household

Rainwater harvesting



Reservoirs

• Uses are manifold:

– Irrigation water

– Drinking water

– Recreation 



Fog catchers
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Water Conservation Measures
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Canada’s National Drought Strategy

• Canada is starting to put together a “national plan 
to cope with drought”

• Intentions for a National Drought Strategy:
1. Coping with Drought to Maintain Competitiveness for 

Canada’s Agriculture Sector

2. Business Risk Management

3. Adaptation

• Led by Ministry of Agriculture (Agriculture and and 
Agri-Food Canada) 

• Plan is in its infancy



Canada’s National Drought Strategy

• AAFC has taken the lead to develop a national policy to help 
governments and producers become better prepared to deal with 
drought, and to identify strategies and activities that will help the 
sector remain competitive, sustainable and be more resilient to future 
drought impacts. 

• The drought framework proposes to build on four components: 
1. Research; 
2. Monitoring and reporting; 
3. Preparedness, education and awareness;
4. Response

• It is expected this national Drought Strategy will be included in a 
broader umbrella AAFC Strategic Water Plan being developed 
concurrently



Concluding statements: 
Coping with drought

• Sustainable development can reduce vulnerability to climate 
change by increasing resilience of the agricultural system. 
Some ways of doing this are by:

• Developing a National drought strategy 

• Implementing Best Management Practices on farm

• Putting low flow policies in place (as is the case in certain 
provinces, such as Ontario).

• Having participatory management approaches to water (for 
example, farmer driven irrigation committees)

• Learning from others


