
The Human Brain Project: winner of the of the largest European scientific funding competition 
  
MONTREAL - The European Commission has officially announced the selection of the Human Brain 
Project (HBP) as one of its two FET Flagship projects. The new project will federate European efforts to 
address one of the greatest challenges of modern science: understanding the human brain. 
  
The goal of the Human Brain Project is to pull together all our existing knowledge about the human 
brain and to reconstruct the brain, piece by piece, in supercomputer-based models and simulations. The 
models offer the prospect of a new understanding of the human brain and its diseases and of 
completely new computing and robotic technologies. On January 28, the European Commission 
supported this vision, announcing that it has selected the HBP as one of two projects to be funded 
through the new FET Flagship Program.  
  
Federating more than 80 European and international research institutions, the Human Brain Project is 
planned to last ten years (2013-2023). The cost is estimated at 1.19 billion euros. The project will also 
associate some important North American and Japanese partners. It will be coordinated at the Ecole 
Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL) in Switzerland, by neuroscientist Henry Markram with co-
directors Karlheinz Meier of Heidelberg University, Germany, and Richard Frackowiak of Centre 
Hospitalier Universitaire Vaudois (CHUV) and the University of Lausanne (UNIL). 
  
Canada’s role in this international project is through Dr. Alan Evans of the Montreal Neurological 
Institute (MNI) at McGill University. His group has developed a high-performance computational 
platform for neuroscience (CBRAIN) and multi-site databasing technologies that will be used to assemble 
brain imaging data across the HBP. He is also collaborating with European scientists on the creation of 
ultra high-resolution 3D brain maps. «This ambitious project will integrate data across all scales, from 
molecules to whole-brain organization. It will have profound implications for our understanding of brain 
development in children and normal brain function, as well as for combatting brain disorders such as 
Alzheimer’s Disease,» said Dr. Evans.  “The MNI’s pioneering work on brain imaging technology has led 
to significant advances in our understanding of the brain and neurological disorders,” says Dr. Guy 
Rouleau, Director of the MNI. “I am proud that our expertise is a key contributor to this international 
program focused on improving quality of life worldwide.” 
  
"The Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) is delighted to acknowledge the outstanding 
contributions of Dr. Evans and his team.  Their work on the CBRAIN infrastructure and this leading-edge 
HBP will allow the integration of Canadian neuroscientists into an eventual global brain project," said Dr. 
Anthony Phillips, Scientific Director for the CIHR Institute of Neurosciences, Mental Health and 
Addiction. "Congratulations to the Canadian and European researchers who will be working 
collaboratively towards the same goal which is to provide insights into neuroscience that will ultimately 
improve people's health." 
  
“From mapping the sensory and motor cortices of the brain to pioneering work on the mechanisms of 
memory, McGill University has long been synonymous with world-class neuroscience research,” says Dr. 
Rose Goldstein, Vice-Principal (Research and International Relations). “The research of Dr. Evans and his 
team marks an exciting new chapter in our collective pursuit to unlock the potential of the human brain 
and the entire nervous system – a critical step that would not be possible without the generous support 
of the European Commission and the FET Flagship Program.” 
  



The selection of the Human Brain Project as a FET Flagship is the result of more than three years of 
preparation and a rigorous and severe evaluation by a large panel of independent, high profile scientists, 
chosen by the European Commission. In the coming months, the partners will negotiate a detailed 
agreement with the Community for the initial first two and a half year ramp-up phase (2013-mid 
2016).  The project will begin work in the closing months of 2013. 
  
-30- 
The Neuro 
The Montreal Neurological Institute and Hospital — The Neuro, is a unique academic medical centre 
dedicated to neuroscience. Founded in 1934 by the renowned Dr. Wilder Penfield, The Neuro is 
recognized internationally for integrating research, compassionate patient care and advanced training, 
all key to advances in science and medicine. The Neuro is a research and teaching institute of McGill 
University and forms the basis for the Neuroscience Mission of the McGill University Health 
Centre.  Neuro researchers are world leaders in cellular and molecular neuroscience, brain imaging, 
cognitive neuroscience and the study and treatment of epilepsy, multiple sclerosis and neuromuscular 
disorders. For more information, visit theneuro.com.  
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