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ACTION [ ] INFORMATION [X] APPROVAL/DECISION

REQUIRED:

ISSUE & EXPECTED  Approval is sought to execute a grant agreement between McGill University

OUTCOME and Genome Québec in support of the McGill University and Génome

Québec Innovation Centre (MUGQIC) valued at $9.176 million.

BACKGROUND &
RATIONALE

The MUGQIC was founded in 2002 and has been continuously supported
by Genome Canada, first as a Science and Technology Innovation Centre
from 2002 to 2014 and subsequently as part of the Genome Innovation
Network. The MUGQIC has developed expertise in genomics and
proteomics analysis, and provides Canadian researchers with high-
throughput technologies and cutting-edge approaches to enable new-
generation disease and genomic studies.

In November 2016, Genome Canada launched a request for applications to
fund operations and technology development of platforms offering high
throughput genomic technologies to the scientific community. An
application led by Dr. Mark Lathrop, from the Faculty of Medicine, together
with Drs. Tomi Pastinen, loannis Ragoussis and Guillaume Bourque, on
behalf of the McGill University and Génome Québec Innovation Centre, has
been selected for $9.176 million in funding. The grant will provide funds
for operating the Centre and developing new technologies in the field of
whole-genome sequencing, single-cell genomics and epigenomics, as well
as new tools for functional analyses.

The funding will be awarded through Génome Québec on behalf of Genome
Canada. As per the agency’s rules, in addition to the funds provided, an
equal amount of funding must be matched and secured. Dr. Lathrop has
secured $9.176 million in matched funds through a Canada Foundation for
Innovation (CFI) Innovation Fund 2015 grant. This grant entitled “Canada’s
Genomics Enterprise (CGEn): A national genomic tools network for
transforming life science research”, for which the administrative lead is the




University of British Colombia, was awarded to the network of the three
nationally funded genome centres in Montreal (MUGQIC at McGill),
Toronto (The Centre for Applied Genomics at Toronto’s Hospital for Sick
Children) and Vancouver (Canada’s Michael Smith Genome Science Centre
at the BC Cancer Agency).

ALIGNMENT WITH
MISSION AND
STRATEGIC
PRIORITIES

This Agreement is in line with the Office of the Vice Principal (Research
and Innovation)’s mission to increase research intensity and revenues at
McGill. 1t is also aligned with McGill’s strategic priority to support health
research and improved delivery of care, through harnessing of next
generation sequencing power into innovation in precision medicine, as well
as investigating the genetics of chronic diseases, aging and cancer.

COMPLIANCE
WITH UNIVERSITY
POLICY

This Agreement complies with the Policy on Inventions and Software, the
Policy on Copyright and the Regulation on the Conduct of Research. It is
presented to the Board of Governors in accordance with the provisions of
the Regulations Relating to the Approval of Contracts and Signing
Authority.

COMPLIANCE
WITH
LEGISLATION/

EXTERNAL
REGULATIONS

The Agreement is a standard agreement that has been developed by Génome
Québec and is used routinely for Genome Canada funded projects. The
Agreement is currently under review by the Office of Sponsored Research
and Legal Services and will be signed upon Board approval.

RISK FACTORS

This Agreement presents minimal risk. The MUGQIC has been in operation
for 15 years and is one of the premier genome centers in Canada. Dr.
Lathrop and the rest of the MUGQIC investigators involved with this large-
scale initiative have extensive experience with complex grants of this
nature. Furthermore, McGill’s obligations toward co-funding are secure.

SUSTAINABILITY
CONSIDERATIONS

The research under this grant will be carried out according to McGill’s
current policy and procedures for sustainability. Genomic research is not
expected to have a significant impact on the environment.

IMPACT OF DECISION The approval for signature of this Agreement is needed for the timely

AND NEXT STEPS

release of the funds and to ensure the maintenance of operations of the
McGill University and Génome Québec Innovation Centre.

MOTION OR Be it resolved that the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the
RESOLUTION Vice-Principal (Research and Innovation), approve the grant agreement
FOR APPROVAL between the Royal Institution for the Advancement of Learning/McGill
University and Génome Québec for $9.176 million in support of the McGill
University and Génome Québec Innovation Centre and authorize the Vice-
Principal (Research and Innovation) to sign the Agreement and any related
documents, provided that they are reviewed by Legal Services.
APPENDICES Grant Agreement is available upon request to the Secretariat.




