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Secretariat 

 845 Sherbrooke St. West, room 313 
 Montreal, QC, H3A 0G4 
 Tel: (514) 398-3948 | Fax: (514) 398-4758 
 
The following items arise from the Nominating, Governance, and Ethics (NGE) Committee meeting 
of May 14, 2025. They are presented to the Board of Governors for its consideration.   
 
 
I. FOR DECISION BY THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 
1. Appointments 

 
1.1 Board Standing Committees  [NG24-26] 

 
The NGE Committee reviewed the status of appointments on all Board Standing Committees 
and at this time, is recommending the appointments and reappointments noted below.  
 

Be it resolved that the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the Nominating, 
Governance and Ethics Committee, approve the following: 
 
[With respect to the Committee on Sustainability and Social Responsibility (CSSR)]: 
 
- The appointment of Owen Pflipsen as a student member of the CSSR, for a one-year 

term commencing June 1, 2025 and ending May 31, 2026. 
 

- The reappointment of Adrienne Piggott as a member of the CSSR, for a three-year 
term commencing July 1, 2025, and ending June 30, 2028, subject to her willingness 
to serve. 

 
[With respect to the Executive Committee]: 
 
- The reappointment of Adrienne Piggott as a member of the Executive Committee for a 

three-year commencing July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2028, subject to her 
willingness to serve. 
 

- The appointment of Dymetri Taylor as a student member of the Executive Committee  
for a one-year term commencing June 1, 2025 and ending May 31, 2026. 
 

[With respect to the Finance and Infrastructure Committee]: 
 
- The reappointment of Amine Arezki as a member of the Finance and Infrastructure 

Committee for a one-year term commencing June 1, 2025  and ending May 31, 2026. 
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 [With respect to the Human Resources Committee]: 
 

- The appointment of Geneviève Bich as a member of the Human Resources 
Committee for a three-year term commencing July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 
2028, subject to her willingness to serve.  
 

- The appointment of Katya Laviolette as a member of the Human Resources 
Committee for a three-year term commencing July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 
2028, subject to her willingness to serve. 

 
[With respect to the Investment Committee]: 
 

- The appointment of Helen Beck as a member of the Investment Committee for a 
three-year term commencing July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 2028, subject to her 
willingness to serve. 

 
[With respect to the Nominating, Governance and Ethics Committee]: 

  
- The appointment of the incoming PGSS representative as a student member of the 

Nominating, Governance and Ethics Committee for a one-year term commencing 
June 1, 2025 and ending May 31, 2026. 
 

- The appointment of Caroline Temcheff as a  member of the Nominating, Governance 
and Ethics Committee for a term commencing July 1, 2025 and ending June 30, 
2028, subject to her willingness to serve. 

 
[With respect to the Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee (EDIC)]: 

 
- The appointment of Debbie Cordeiro as a representative of the Board of Governors, to 

the EDIC for a three-year term commencing July 1, 2025 and ending August 31, 2028.  
 

- The appointment of Eliott Rabier as the Macdonald Campus student representative  to 
the EDIC for a term commencing immediately and ending August 31, 2026. 
 

- The appointment of Alice Postovskiy as the Undergraduate student representative to 
the EDIC for a term commencing June 1, 2025, and ending May 31, 2026. 

 
 

II. FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 

1. Proposed Revisions to the Statutes of McGill University  [NG24-27] 
(Concerning the Composition of Senate) 

 
The Committee approved proposed amendments to the Statutes of McGill University relating 
the composition of Senate, with the understanding that Senate will recommend final approval 
to the Board of Governors. These proposed revisions were reviewed by the Nominating, 
Governance and Ethics Committee in accordance with its mandate to consider any changes to 
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the Statutes prior to their submission to the Board. A summary of the amendments will be 
included in the Senate’s report to the Board [GD24-60] for its meeting on May 22, 2025. 
 
 

2. Appointments to Health Care Bodies [NG24-29] 
 
The NGE Committee reviewed and approved the following appointments to Research Ethics 
Board noted below (profiles attached as Appendix A): 

 
[With Respect to the Research Ethics Board 2] 
 
- The reappointment of Annett Körner as Chair, member with expertise in the research 

disciplines, fields and methodologies covered by REB-2, and as a member 
knowledgeable in ethics, for a term commencing September 1, 2025 and ending August 
31, 2028.  

 
- The reappointment of Charles Boberg as Vice-Chair, member with expertise in the 

research disciplines, fields and methodologies covered by REB-2, and as a member 
knowledgeable in ethics, for a term commencing September 1, 2025 and ending August 
31, 2028. 

 
- The reappointment of Tamara Sussman as member with expertise in the research 

disciplines, fields and methodologies covered by REB-2, for a term commencing April  
1, 2025 and ending March 31, 2028.  

 
- The reappointment of Isabelle Cossette as member with expertise in the research 

disciplines, fields and methodologies covered by REB-2, for a term commencing 
September 1, 2025 and ending August 31, 2028.  

 
[With Respect to the Research Ethics Board 3] 
 
- The reappointment of Gigi Luk as REB-3 Chair, member with expertise in the research 

disciplines, fields and methodologies covered by REB-3, and as a member 
knowledgeable in ethics, for a term commencing September 1, 2025 and ending August 
31, 2028.  
 

- The appointment of Debra Titone as member with expertise in the research disciplines, 
fields and methodologies covered by REB-3 for a term commencing September 1, 2025  
and ending August 31, 2028. 

 
* The Committee was informed that Frances Aboud’s term on REB-3 will end on 

September 1, 2025 and has decided not to renew her membership. 
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[With Respect to Faculty of Medicine & Health Sciences REB] 
 
- The reappointment of Frances Aboud as a member with expertise in the research 

disciplines, fields and methodologies covered by the FMHS REB, for a term 
commencing September 1, 2025 and ending August 31, 2028.  

 
- The reappointment of Michaela Durigova, PhD as a member with expertise in the 

research disciplines, fields and methodologies covered by the FMHS REB, for a  term 
commencing November 18, 2024 and ending November 17, 2027.  

 
1. Nominations to External Non-Board Bodies and Health Board Bodies 

 
Further to a request the University received to recommend nominees to external non-Board 
bodies and Health Board Bodies, the Committee considered the proposed nominations and 
approved the following:  

 
- The nomination of Lara Pereira, CPA, Controller, Financial Services, McGill 

University, for membership on the McGill University Foundation Board of Directors 
for a term to be determined by the Minister of Education 
 

- The nominations of Dr Shari Baum and Dr Samuel Benaroya as University 
Representatives to the CIUSSS de I'Ouest-de-l'Ile-de-Montreal Board of Directors. 
 

- The nominations of Dr Dominique Archambault, and Mme Lynne McVey as 
University Representatives to the CISSS de la Montérégie-Ouest Board of Directors. 
 

- The nominations of Dr Dominique Archambault, and Mme Lynne McVey as 
University Representatives to the CISSS de la Montérégie-Ouest Board of Directors. 
 

- The nominations of Dre Lesley Fellows and Dr David Eidelman as University 
Representatives to the CIUSSS du Centre-Ouest-de-I ‘Ile-de-Montréal Board of 
Directors. 
 

- The nominations of Dre Danyèle Lacombe and Dre Nayla Gosselin-Papadopoulos as 
University Representatives to the  CISSS de l'Outaouais Board of Directors. 
 

- The nominations of Dr. Jean-Pierre Farmer as a university representative to the Board 
of Directors of the Establishment - (BoD-E MUHC)  
 

2. Informational Items 
- Board of Governors Post Meeting Evaluation Summary [NG24-24] 

 
 

END 
May 2025 
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Appendix A 
 
 

Profiles :  
 
Annett Körner is a Professor in the Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology within 
the Faculty of Education. She is an Associate Member in the Department of Oncology, Associate 
Member in the Psychosocial Oncology Program, McGill University Health Centre (MUHC), Senior 
Associate in the Louise-Granofsky-Psychosocial Oncology Program, Segal Cancer Centre, and an 
Associate Investigator at the Lady Davis Institute for Medical Research, Jewish General Hospital 
(JGH). Prof. Körner has developed research expertise as a psychologist and psychotherapist in the 
areas of personality assessment, interpersonal functioning & health, and relationship schemas. Before 
moving to Canada, she headed the psycho-dermatological service at the University Freiburg, which 
provides psychological assessment and diagnosis, as well as crisis-intervention, and short-term 
psychotherapeutic treatment to patients in the Department of Dermatology. Within this framework she 
educated physicians and nurses about the psychological aspects of dermatological conditions and on 
how to best adapt their interventions to the patient. She specialized in psychosocial oncology 
interventions that facilitate health behaviours in individuals diagnosed with skin cancer. 

Charles Boberg is a Professor in the Department of Linguistics within the Faculty of Arts. His research 
specializes in sociolinguistics, particularly North American English with a special focus on Canadian 
English. 

Tamara Sussman is a Professor and PhD Program Director in the School of Social Work at McGill 
University. Dr. Sussman’s interdisciplinary, community-engaged program of research focuses on 
enhancing the aging experiences of older persons with health related challenges and exposing older 
persons at heightened risk of marginalization when interfacing with health services. Her research 
program is drawn from over a decade of clinical work with adults and families managing health related 
issues. Her recent projects have sought to improve the relocation experiences of older persons and their 
families, strength palliative approaches to care in long term care, support inclusive housing practices 
for older homeless persons and centre persons living with dementia in their own care planning. 

Isabelle Cossette is a Professor in the Department of Music Research within the Schulich School of 
Music. Professor Cossette’s research interests include respiratory mechanics, music performance 
enhancement, biomechanics & instrumental pedagogy as well as her work with world leading 
respiratory physiologist (Macklem) and international researchers in bioengineering (Aliverti - Italy), 
acoustics (Fabre - France) and computer sciences (Thorpe - New Zealand) Her research experiences 
give her unique competencies to conduct scientific experiments based on concerns of musicians and to 
‘bridge’ knowledge between the scientific and musical fields. This rare skill is essential to the 
multidisciplinary research at the basis of new scientifically based instrumental pedagogy. 

Gigi Luk is a Professor in the Department of Education and Counselling Psychology within the Faculty 
of Education. Her research on the cognitive consequences of bilingualism extends across the lifespan. 
In addition to investigating the science of bilingualism, Luk has examined how to harness scientific 
findings on bilingualism to improve educational experience for children from diverse language 
backgrounds. In particular, she has established a research program with a scientific goal aiming to 
understand the cognitive processes and their underlying neural mechanisms relevant to bilingualism; 
and a practical goal aiming to promote a culturally responsive environment in educational settings, 
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cultivating respect and inclusion for linguistic diversity. These two goals guide her research program 
into three directions: (1) characterizing bilingualism beyond English proficiency in schools and in 
communities; (2) examining bilingualism and cognitive skills supporting language and literacy 
outcomes; and (3) establishing the neural correlates of learning new information in learners with 
diverse language experiences. Her work is currently supported by the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC) and Fonds de recherche Société et culture 
(FRQSC). Luk obtained her Ph. D. in Developmental and Cognitive Psychology from York University 
in Toronto, Canada. She then completed a postdoctoral fellowship at the Rotman Research Institute at 
the Baycrest Center in Toronto. She was at the Harvard Graduate School of Education between 2011-
2018. She joined the Department of Educational and Counselling Psychology at McGill University in 
2019. 

Debra Titone is a Professor in the Department of Psychology within the Faculty of Science. Professor 
Titone is a cognitive psychologist known for her research on bilingualism and multilingualism. Titone 
is a founding member and officer of the professional society, Women in Cognitive Science. She and 
her colleagues have written about gender disparities in opportunities, along with the advancement of 
women the field of cognitive science, with specific reference to Canada. Titone's research program 
explores how people read, write, listen, and speak languages, possible advantages of bilingualism, and 
how the processing of multiple languages is different from monolingualism. Her work has aimed to 
characterize the diversity of language experiences that people have and how this diversity reflects the 
human brain's capacity for language. 

Frances Aboud is Professor Emerita in the Department of Psychology within the Faculty of Science. 
Her research focus includes research on parenting and preschool programs in low- and middle-income 
countries. She also works with local and international organizations to promote the Nurturing Care 
agenda for early child development. 

Michaela Durigova, PhD was first appointed to the McGill Faculty of Medicine & Health Sciences 
REB (McGill IRB) in November 2021. Michaela is a Clinical Research Department Manager at the 
Shriners Hospitals for Children – Montreal. 
 
Dre Shari Baum, Vice Dean, Research, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Distinguished 
James McGill Professor 

 
Dr Samuel Benaroya, Associate Professor of Medicine; Associate Vice Principal and Vice Dean 
(Health Affairs), McGill University. 
 
Dre Dominique Archambault, Director, Distributed Medical Education 

 
Mme Lynne McVey, Associate Dean and Director of the Ingram School of Nursing, FMHS 

 
Dre Lesley Fellows, Vice-President (Health Affairs) and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and 
Health Sciences 

 
Dr David Eidelman, Senior Scientist, RI-MUHC, Glen site, Centre for Translational Biology; 
Professor, Department of Medicine, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, McGill University; 
previous VP Health Affairs and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine and Health Science. 

 
Dre Danyèle Lacombe, Vice-Dean and Director, Campus Outaouais, McGill University 
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Dre Nayla Gosselin-Papadopoulos, Course Director (Fundamental Training) – Movement 
 
Dr. Jean-Pierre Farmer: Associate Vice-Principal and Vice-Dean of Health Affairs, FMHS 

 
Geneviève Bich – Talent Management, Employee Relations, Strategic Planning, Vice President, 
Human Resources at METRO 
 
Katya Laviolette , Chief People Officer | Board Director | Advisor | Investor, Chief People Officer, 
Board Director & Chair HR & Governance Committee, Sanimax; Board Director & Chair HR & 
Compensation Committee, Solotech Inc. 
 
Helen Beck is a prominent figure in the Canadian investment industry. She has over three decades 
of experience and has held significant roles, this has included managing and leading several Canadian 
and global investment portfolios, teams and operations including a $100 billion global public equity 
investment operation in her most recent role as Executive Vice President, Head of Public Equity 
Markets at Caisse de dépôt et Placement du Québec. 


