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 Secretariat 
 845 Sherbrooke St. West, Room 313 
 Montreal, QC, H3A 0G4 
 Tel: (514) 398-3948 | Fax: (514) 398-4758 
 
This report summarizes approvals made by the Executive Committee in the name of the Board of 
Governors at the Committee’s meetings of June 1, August 16 and August 27, 2024. It also presents 
key informational items reviewed by the Executive Committee. It is presented to the Board of 
Governors for information.  
  
 
I. APPROVED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE IN THE NAME OF THE 

BOARD OF GOVERNORS   
 
1. Grant Application to the MacArthur Foundation 100&Change Competition 
 

The Executive Committee of the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the Vice-
President (Research and Innovation), approved the submission of a grant application 
valued at $100 million (USD) in support of the proposal entitled “Authentic participatory 
research with older adults for cognitive health (APROACH)” to the MacArthur Foundation 
100&Change Competition.  

 
2. Funding Agreement for Proposed Mastercard Foundation Gift to  [ED24-06] 

establish the Nutrition and Sustainable Agri-food Collaborative 
 
The Executive Committee of the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the 
President and Vice-Chancellor, approved the Funding Agreement, substantially as 
presented in Annex 1, between The Royal Institution for the Advancement of Learning / 
McGill University and the Mastercard Foundation, valued at approximately 114M (CAD), 
on the understanding that final terms and conditions will be determined by the persons 
signing the Funding Agreement, the whole subject to review by Legal Services. 
 

3. Update to Proposed Renaming of University Asset [ED23-37] 
 

The Executive Committee of the Board of Governors approved approve to rescind the 
naming of the “Rimer Building / Pavillon Rimer,” an existing tangible asset located within 
the Faculty of Arts on the downtown campus of the University, on the understanding that 
the current name of the asset which is the “Leacock Building” will remain. 
 

4. Commitments concerning the Règles budgétaires et calcul des subventions [ED23-34] 
de fonctionnement aux universités du Québec (arts. 5.8 & 5.11) 
 
The Executive Committee of the Board of Governors approved the Resolution prepared by 
the Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur (MES), confirming the Board of Governor’s 
Commitment under the regles budgétaires et calcul des subventions de fonctionnement aux 
universités du Québec. These commitments are to provide the MES a list of measures or a 
recovery plan in the event that the budget is not balanced in 2023-2024, and furthermore 
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that it will forward such actions or recovery plan within 60 days following the fiscal year 
ended April 30, 2024, and to comply with the conditions governing the renumeration of 
university senior administrative personnel. 
 

5. Contract for Security Services [ED24-04] 
 

The Executive Committee of the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the Vice-
President (Administration and Finance) approved the contract for the provision of security 
services between McGill University and Le groupe de sécurité Garda SENC (Garda), on a 
services rendered basis, for the period from August 26, 2024 to April 30, 2027, with the 
option to extend the contract for up to a maximum of two additional twelve month periods. 
 

6. Proposed Repeal of Osler Board of Curators Guidelines [ED23-41] 
 

The Executive Committee of the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the 
Provost and Executive Vice-President (Academic), approved the repeal of the Osler 
Library Guidelines. The new Osler Library By-laws were presented to the Executive 
Committee for information. 
 

7. Board Committee Reports  
 

7.1  Report of the Investment Committee  [ED23-39] 
 

7.1.1 Annual Income Distribution Rate for Endowment Income FY2025  
 
The Executive Committee of the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the 
Investment Committee, approved, for the fiscal year ending April 30, 2026, an 
income distribution rate of 4.0% applied to the four-year rolling average of the 
McGill Investment Pool market value determined at April 30, 2021, April 30, 2022, 
April 30, 2023 and April 30, 2024. 

 
7.2 Report of the Finance and Infrastructure Committee  [ED23-38] 

 
7.2.1 Emphyteusis: Ecomuseum at Macdonald Campus 
 
The Executive Committee of the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the 
Finance and Infrastructure Committee, approved the expansion of the area under 
emphyteusis with St. Lawrence Valley Natural History Society “the Ecomuseum 
Zoo” by approximately 67,400 m2, bringing the total land area under emphyteusis to 
approximately 178,300 m2. The Executive Committee also approved to renew said 
emphyteusis for a second term of 25 years, the whole subject to approval by the 
Quebec government or any agency as required. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mcgill.ca/library/files/library/new_osler_library_bylaws_final_f_0.pdf
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7.3 Report of the Nominating, Governance, and Ethics Committee  [ED24-02] 
 
7.3.1 Appointments to Advisory Committees 
 

The Executive Committee of the Board of Governors, on the recommendation 
of the Nominating, Governance and Ethics Committee, approved the 
following: 

 
- The appointments of Ram Panda, Diletta Prando, Claude Généreux and 

Samira Sakhia (subject to her willingness to serve) as representatives of the 
Board of Governors on the Advisory Committee for the Selection of the 
Vice-President (Global Engagement) and the appointment of Ariel 
Deckelbaum and Pierre Matuszewski as alternate members. 
 

- The appointments of Debbie Fischer and Éric Gosselin as representatives of 
the Board of Governors on the Selection of the Dean of the Faculty of 
Agriculture and Environmental Services. 

 
7.3.2 Appointments to Internal & External Non-Board Bodies 
 

The Executive Committee of the Board of Governors, on the recommendation 
of the Nominating, Governance and Ethics Committee, approved appointment 
of Arun Bajaj as a representative of McGill University on the McCord Stewart 
Museum Corporation and Board of Directors for a three-year term commencing 
September 16, 2024. 
 

II. FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 
1. Ministerial Redesignation Request for McGill Research Ethics Boards [ED23-35] 
 

The Executive Committee recieved the Rapport de conformité des comités d’éthique de la 
recherche et leurs établissements aux exigences ministérielles liées à la désignation en 
vertu de l’article 21 du Code civil du Québec for information. Confirmation of the Board’s 
reception of this report is required by the Ministère de la Santé et des services sociaux. 
 
The Research Ethics Board-3 and the REB of the Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences 
are currently designated by the Ministère de la Santé et des services sociaux (MSSS) to 
review research that falls under the auspices of Article 21 of the Quebec Civil Code. Article 
21 requires that research which could interfere with the integrity of a person who is a minor 
and or an adult unable to consent for themselves must be reviewed by a Research Ethics 
Board that has been designated by the MSSS. 
 
The MSSS requires redesignation every 3 years. The current designation expires 
September 30, 2024. The MSSS redesignation process requires completion of the Rapport 
de conformité des comités d’ethique de la recherche et leurs établissements aux exigences 
ministérielles liées à la désignation en vertu de l’article 21 du Code civil du Québec. The 
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report includes a principal form identifying the administrative documentation regulating 
the research activities of the University. It also includes an Annex form completed by each 
of the Research Ethics Boards identifying the processes of the REB. 
 

2. Board Committee Reports  
 

 2.1 Nominating, Governance and Ethics Committee [ED24-02] 
 
The Nominating, Governance and Ethics Committee approved the nomination, for the 
Ministry’s consideration and approval, of Ms. Gillian Nycum, University Registrar and 
Executive Director of Enrolment Services as a representative of McGill University on the 
Vanier College Board of Governors for a term to be determined by the Quebec Ministry of 
Education. 

 
 2.2 Committee on Sustainability and Social Responsibility [ED24-03] 

  
2.2.1 CSSR Mandate from the Board of Governors  
 
The Committee held preliminary discussion regarding the mandate it received from 
the Board of Governors on July 8, 2024, to evaluate the question of divestment from 
direct investments in companies that derive a dominant portion of their direct 
revenues from the production of military weapons, regardless of the countries in 
which they operate, and to present a report with any recommendations by the 
Board’s meeting of December 2024.The meeting provided for a discussion on the 
format of community consultations and a review of a draft work plan and timeline 
for undertaking the mandate. 
 
2.2.2 Expression of Concern  
 
The Committee received an expression of concern from members of the McGill 
community that called on the University to divest from direct and indirect holdings 
in over 40 companies alleged to be complicit in social injury related the ongoing 
military conflict in Gaza. Following a preliminary review, the Committee 
determined that the expression of concern meets the preliminary requirements of 
section 4.1 of its Terms of Reference and will thus proceed to be reviewed on its 
merits. The Committee also reviewed a draft work plan and timeline for the review 
of the expression of concern. The Committee will next meeting on August 29, 2024. 

 
3.  Board Standing Committee Reports Received 
 
 The Executive Committee received the following Committee Reports: 
 

- Report of the Finance and Infrastructure Committee (meeting of June 12, 2024) 
- Report of the Human Resources Committee (meeting of March 19, 2024) 
- Report of the Investment Committee (meeting of June 11, 2024) 
- Report of the Human Resources Committee (meeting of March 19, 2024) 
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- Report of the Nominating, Governance, and Ethics Committee (e-vote of July 19, 2024) 
- Report of the Committee on Sustainability and Social Responsibility (CSSR) (meeting 

of July 30, 2024) 
 

4. Other Reports Received 
 
- 2023-24 Annual Reports of Research Ethics Boards [ED23-36] 
- Executive Committee Orientation Package 2024-25  [ED24-01] 

 
 
END 
October 2024 
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