McGILL UNIVERSITY BOARD OF GOVERNORS

ok M * Report of the Committee on Sustainability
A MC Glll GD21-61

Board of Governors Meeting of April 21, 2022

Secretariat

845 Sherbrooke St. West, room 313
Montreal, QC, H3A 0G4

Tel: (514) 398-3948 | Fax: (514) 398-4758

The following items arise from the Committee on Sustainability’s meeting of April 6, 2022.
They are presented to the Board of Governors for information.

I. FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS

1. Dashboard Report on the Climate and Sustainability Strategy [SC21-11]

The Committee received, for information, an overview of the dashboard report detailing
the progress of the Climate and Sustainability Strategy 2020-2025 for the reporting
period of January 2022 to March 2022.

The Committee was informed that the overall degree of completion for the Climate and
Sustainability Strategy 2020-2025 was now at 37%, having increased 4% since the last
meeting. It was noted that degree of completion of all action items under the category of
Waste Management had increased by 11%, largely due to a push to broaden the range of
compost collection in McGill buildings, including 27 academic buildings on the
downtown campus. It was also noted that the Food Systems section of the report had been
modified to show the percentage of sustainable food served on McGill campuses (60%),
and that the Procurement section had been updated to show the percentage of contracts
with sustainability criteria (69%). The Committee was also informed that a section on
Bike Infrastructure Implementation had been added to the report as a follow up to the
presentation on the topic provided last meeting.

2. Communications Platform Analysis: Peer Benchmarking [SC21-17]

The Committee received, for information, a report on the results of a peer benchmarking
exercise of the McGill Office of Sustainability (MOOS) Communication Platforms with
the platforms of sustainability offices at other universities as well as the social media
platforms of other McGill units.

The first part of the report showcased the ratio of followers to total students enrolled on
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter for MOOS and the sustainability-focused social media
channels of other Ul5 universities. It was noted that McGill ranked second overall in
terms of followers over all platforms. In comparison to the social media platforms of
other McGill faculties and schools, the Committee was informed that MOOS had good
results, but was outperformed by “high performing” faculties such as Continuing Studies,
Law, and the Desautels Faculty of Management.
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3. Implementing McGill’s Sustainability Strategy: Initiatives under the [SC21-19]
Category of Research & Education

The Committee received, for information, a presentation on the Research and Education
category of the Climate & Sustainability Strategy 2020-2025, including a presentation on
the creation of a Sustainability Online Module and a University-wide Sustainability
Course.

The Committee was informed that McGill would be the first U15 institution to have both
an informal, online course and a University-wide, for-credit course on Sustainability. It
was noted that the online module was meant to increase awareness about, and to
encourage engagement with, sustainability initiatives on campus and beyond, and that the
module would eventually be adapted for staff and faculty.

4. Update on Rankings and Awards [SC21-16]

The Committee received, for information, an update on McGill’s participation in
sustainability rating and ranking systems, as well as awards and designations received for
sustainability accomplishments.
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