
 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Governors held on Thursday, October 6, 2016 at 4:00 p.m. 
in room 301 of the James Administration Building, 845 Sherbrooke Street West, Montreal.  

 
Present:

Bertrand, Maryse 
Bourque, Nathalie 
Boychuk, Michael 
Chisholm, Victor 
Cobbett, Stuart (Chair) 
Corriveau, Jade 
Critchley, Ronald 
Coughlin, Peter 
Fazel, Kathy 
Fortier, Suzanne 
Frankel, Victor 
Ger, Ben 
Halperin, Stephen  
(by phone) 

Harpp, David Noble 
Haynes, Bryan 
(by phone) 
Hobday, Tina 
Meighen, Michael 
Minzberg, Samuel 
Murphy, Sean 
Nystrom, Derek 
Panda, Ram 
Price, Cynthia 
Shrier, Alvin  
Turcotte, Martine  
(by phone) 
Zorychta, Edith 

Resource Persons 
Aberman, Susan 
Dyens, Ollivier 
Manfredi, Christopher  
Weinstein, Marc 
Yalovsky, Morty 
 
Rogowska, Edyta 
(Secretary-General) 
Simard, Caroline 
(Associate Director) 
Arshad, Victor  
(Governance Officer) 

    
Invited Guests:  Anne McKinney, Associate Vice-Principal (Research and Innovation); Erin 
Sobat, Vice-President (University Affairs) of the Students’ Society of McGill University; Cristiane 
Tinmouth, Associate Vice-Principal (Financial Services). 
 
Regrets: Claude Généreux (Vice-Chair), Thierry Vandal. 
 
10. Chair’s Remarks and Announcements  
 

Mr. Stuart (Kip) Cobbett, Chair of the Board of Governors, reconvened the meeting in 
Open Session. The Chair reminded visitors that tape, video or other means of recording 
sound or images were not permitted prior to, during or after a Board meeting.  

 
11. Approval of Minutes (Open Session) of May 16, 2016 (Consent Item) 
 

On a motion duly proposed and seconded, the meeting’s agenda and the Open Session 
minutes from the meeting held on May 16, 2016 were approved.  

 
12. Business Arising from Open Session Minutes  
 
 There was none. 
 
13. Principal’s Remarks  
 

The Principal began her remarks with an overview of enrolment figures for the fall 2016 
session, noting that while the preliminary figures were not final, total enrolment was 
projected to increase by approximately 1.9%. She identified the top five countries of origin 
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for international students as the United States, China, France, India, and Saudi Arabia and 
stated that new student CEGEP registrations were projected to increase by 3.6%, with an 
increase of 4.0% from French CEGEPs and an increase of 3.4% from English CEGEPs. 
The Principal noted that the campaign to target French CEGEPs had yielded positive results 
and that final enrolment figures would be ready in time for the next Board meeting in 
December.  
 
The Principal highlighted the University’s ranking in the newly released Shanghai 
Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU), QS World University Rankings (QS) 
and the Times Higher Education World University Rankings (THE) as 63rd, 30th, and 43rd 
respectively, noting that the University remained in the top of each of the rankings and was 
one of three Canadian institutions alongside the University of Toronto and the University 
of British Columbia to achieve such global recognition. She noted that the Maclean’s 
University Rankings have yet to be released. 
 
With regard to government relations, the Principal stated that the University participated 
in pre-budget consultations led by the House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance 
in Ottawa and submitted a written brief in the context of the Innovation Agenda 
consultation which is reviewing federal policy concerning fundamental science. The 
University has also been involved in consultations with the federal and provincial 
governments with respect to immigration, emphasizing the need to recruit and retain 
international university students for continued innovation and economic growth. The 
Principal notified members that the University was working with other universities to 
develop a common position in response to the provincial government’s recent 
announcement that it would create the Conseil des universités du Québec.  The University 
plans to advocate for the Conseil to focus on quality assurance, the collection, compilation, 
and analysis of data and best practices as well as university reporting and accountability 
requirements.  
 
The Principal provided an update on the Post-Secondary Institutions Strategic Investment 
Fund (SIF). She communicated the University’s expectation that funding decisions would 
be announced in the coming weeks, noting a delay for Quebec. In response to a question 
regarding timelines, the Principal informed members that due to the delay, the University 
was anticipating an extension of the SIF program’s April 2018 deadline for completion of 
construction projects. The Principal also announced that the University is transforming its 
learning site for the family medicine residency training program in the Outaouais region 
into a full satellite medical school campus, supported by an investment from the provincial 
government. In response to a question regarding additional costs related to student 
enrollment, the Principal noted that there was an expectation that the government would be 
providing additional funding. She informed members of a meeting with the Quebec Deputy 
Minister of Education in which the University’s proposal for a new approach to financing 
higher education with a revised funding formula was discussed.  
 
Concerning external relations, the Principal shared with members highlights of a study 
launched by the Montreal Chamber of Commerce on the contribution of greater Montreal 
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universities. Members appreciated the ongoing effort to reach out to the public, 
governments and media on the contributions of universities. She also shared her 
participation in different conferences and meetings, including the Conference de Montréal, 
the Euro Science Open Forum in Manchester (UK), the Premier`s Trade mission to 
Germany, the Federal Minister of Finance`s Economic Growth Council, the Council of 
Science, Technology and Innovation, the MasterCard Foundation Scholars Presidents 
Meeting in New York, and the Business Higher Education Round Table.  
 
The Principal announced the launch of the annual Centraide campaign for which the 
McGill community has raised funds over the last twenty years. She noted in the previous 
year, thanks to in large part of the generosity of Board members and Governors Emeriti, 
the University vastly exceeded its original target. She closed her remarks with examples of 
well-deserved external recognition of members of the community including Emeritus Prof. 
Charles Taylor’s win of the inaugural Berggruen Prize, ten researchers named as Royal 
Society of Canada Fellows, and the nomination of former Dean of the Faculty of Law, Prof. 
Stephen Toope, as the 346th Vice-Chancellor of the University of Cambridge. She also 
highlighted the University’s rating from Silver to Gold within the Sustainability Tracking, 
Assessment & Rating System (STARS), the receipt of over $10 million in funding from 
the Social Science and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC), the successful 
launch of the Provost and Vice-Principal (Academic)’s Task Force on Indigenous Studies 
and Indigenous Education, as well as the receipt of an $84 million grant for neuroscience 
from the Canada First Excellence Research Fund. 

 
14. Presentation of the Students’ Society of McGill University (SSMU) 
 

The Chair invited Mr. Ben Ger, Board member and President of SSMU, as well as Mr. Erin 
Sobat, Vice-President (University Affairs) of SSMU, to deliver a presentation on SSMU 
operations and activities. Members were informed of SSMU’s governance and decision-
making processes, as well as its services and on-going projects, including their priorities to 
balance the budget and examine governance structures and accessibility on campus. 
Following the presentation, the Board learned about SSMU priorities for the year and 
discussed matters related to SSMU’s efforts to increase gender balance representation 
within its executive.  On behalf of the Board of Governors, the Chair thanked Mr. Ger and 
Mr. Sobat for their presentation. 

 
 Secretary’s Note: Due to a disruption during Open Session, the meeting was adjourned and 

reconvened in another location in Closed Session. 
 

END 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2016/10/charles-taylor-captures-another-major-prize/
http://publications.mcgill.ca/reporter/2016/09/over-10-million-in-sshrc-funding-to-support-mcgill-research/
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SUMMARY OF MATTERS CONSIDERED IN CLOSED SESSION OF THE 
BOARD OF GOVERNORS HELD ON OCTOBER 6, 2016 
 
1. Board Committee Reports  
 

1.1 Audit Committee 
 

The Board of Governors received the Report of the Audit Committee and approved, on the 
recommendation of the Audit Committee, the Auditor’s Report and Audited Financial 
Statements for the fiscal year ending April 30, 2016. The Report also contained a 
recommendation to appoint Deloitte as the University’s external auditors for fiscal year 
2017, which the Board approved.  

 
 1.2 Nominating, Governance and Ethics Committee 
 

The Board of Governors received the Report of the Nominating, Governance and Ethics 
Committee, which contained several recommendations concerning nominations to Board 
Standing Committees, the Advisory Committee for the possible Reappointment of the 
Vice-Principal (Health Affairs) and Dean of the Faculty of Medicine, along with several 
appointments to a number of internal and external non-Board bodies as well as healthcare 
bodies. All recommendations were approved by the Board.  

 
 1.3 Executive Committee  

 
The Board of Governors received the Report of the Executive Committee for information. 
The Report summarized approvals made by the Executive Committee in the name of the 
Board at the Committee’s June 14 and August 23, 2016 meetings as well as electronic votes 
of April 29, May 31, June 27, July 12 and 22, and September 16, 2016.  

 
2. Recommendation of Advisory Committee 
    

The Board of Governors approved the recommendation of the Advisory Committee for the 
Appointment of the new Dean of the Schulich School of Music to appoint Professor Brenda 
Ravenscroft as Dean of the Schulich School of Music, effective July 1, 2017.  

 
3. Government Funding and Evolution of McGill’s Budget 
    

The Board of Governors received an overview of the evolution of the University’s budget 
over the last ten years in comparison to the availability of government funding. 
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4. Report on New Appointments, Promotions and Tenure 
    

The Board of Governors approved recommendations concerning new academic 
appointments and promotions. The approvals included one appointment to the Rank of 
Associate Librarian with Tenure, three promotions to the Rank of Full Professor, and one 
recommendation for promotion to the Rank of Associate Professor.  
 

5. Grant Applications    
 
 5.1 Canada Foundation for Innovation 
  

The Board of Governors approved a proposal for the submission of a $47.4 million grant 
application to the Canada Foundation for Innovation (CFI) 2017 Innovation Fund, which 
outlined plans for the construction of laboratory space and research equipment in order to 
establish the Douglas Centre for Translational Psychiatry.  

  
 5.2 MacArthur Foundation 100&Change  
    

The Board of Governors approved a proposal for the submission of a $100 million (USD) 
grant application to the MacArthur Foundation 100&Change program, which aims to 
develop processes for the development of new material based on biomass.  

 
6. Renaming Proposal Arising from Policy Relating to Naming of University Assets 
  

The Board of Governors approved a proposal for the renaming of the Schulich Library of 
Science and Engineering located in the Macdonald-Stewart Library Building to the 
Schulich Library of Physical Sciences, Life Sciences, and Engineering.  

  
7. Report from Senate   
   

The Board of Governors received the Report from Senate, arising from the meeting of 
Senate held on September 21, 2016. The Report contained a recommendation for the 
creation of the McGill Centre for Islam and Science as well as two appointments to the 
Intellectual Property Appeals Committee, all of which the Board  approved.  

 
 
 


