
 07-08:BR-04 

 BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

 McGILL UNIVERSITY 
 
Minutes of a meeting of the Board of Governors held Friday May 23, 2008 at 9:00 a.m., Founders Room, 
University Club, 2047 Mansfield Street.                                                                                                           

                            

PRESENT:
Chadha, Roshi 
Cobbett, Stuart (Vice Chair) 
de Grandpré, Lili 
El Ouali, Mehdi 
Fazel, Kathy 
Flood Consedine, Morna 
GowriSankaran, Kohur 
Guitton, Daniel 
Gumilang, Howard 
Itzkowitz, Jacob 
Maldoff, Eric 
Meighen, Michael 
Munroe-Blum, Heather 

Peeters, Jan 
Pekeles, Gary 
Rabinovitch, Robert (Chair) 
Richards, Michael 
Roulet, Nigel 
Vandal, Thierry

Resource Persons 
Goldbloom, Michael 
Levin, Richard 
Masi, Anthony C. 
Mendelson, Morton 
Roy, François R. 
Weinstein, Marc 
 
Pelletier, Johanne (Secretary) 
Towell, Jennifer 
Donohue, Joyce  
(Committee Administrator-
Secretariat) 
 

 

REGRETS:  Darren Entwistle, Trevor Garland, Richard W. Pound, Jeremy Reitman, Maria Ruocco, 
Bassel Al-Samman, Gerald Sheff, Denis Thérien. 

 

Chair’s Remarks 
 
The Chair welcomed all to the last meeting of the 2007-2008 academic year. The Chair reminded members of 
the special opening of the Cyberthèque which would immediately follow the meeting. He also thanked 
members for their planned participation in Convocations (May 26-June 2) and invited any further enquiries 
about participation to be addressed directly to the Secretary-General. Finally, the Chair thanked student 
members of the Board Mehdi El Ouali, Jake Itzkowitz, Howard Gumilang and Bassel Al-Samman and 
congratulated them on their contributions this year. 
 
On motion duly proposed and seconded, the agenda was approved.   
 
The Board of Governors moved into Closed Session to consider the following matters: 
 

1. Items for Approval 
 

1.1 Minutes of Board of Governors meeting (Closed Session), April 7, 2008 

 

1.2 Student Services and Athletic and Recreation Fees 

 

1.2.1 Memorandum Regarding Student Services Fees Schedule 2008-2009  

[GD07-33] 

 

1.2.2 Memorandum Regarding Athletics and Recreation Fee 2008-2009  

         [GD07-34] 

 

1.3 2008-2009 University Budget  

 

1.3.1  Recommendation/Report from the Finance Committee [GD07-45] 

 

1.3.2 2008-2009 University Budget     [GD07-35] 
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1.4 Recommendations/Report from the Nominating and Governance Committee 

          [GD07-37] 

 

1.5 Report from the Investment Committee, Funding Agreement between Industry Canada 

and RIAL for the Montreal Neurological Institute    [GD07-38] 

 

1.6 Tenure and Promotion Reports 

 

1.6.1 Report on Promotion and Tenure     [GD07-36] 

 

1.6.2 Report on Appointments with Tenure     [GD07-39] 
 

2. Items for Information 

 

2.1  Extension of Term, Director of Libraries     [GD07-44] 

 

 
The Board of Governors moved into Open Session to consider the following matters: 

 

Principal’s remarks  

 
The Principal echoed the Chair’s thanks to members who had registered to participate in Convocation 
ceremonies, noting the week of events as a series of proud moments for the University community and the 
extended McGill family. The Principal also joined the Chair in commending the outgoing student Governors, 
Mehdi El Ouali, Jake Itzkowitz, Howard Gumilang and Bassel Al-Samman, for their dedication to the Board of 
Governors the course of the year. 
 
The Principal reported on the establishment at McGill of the world’s largest non-fiction historical literature prize 
by renowned finance investor Peter Cundill. One annual prize of $75,000 USD will be granted along with two 
“Recognition of Excellence” awards of $10,000 USD. The Cundill Foundation also created two graduate 
fellowships worth $25,000 each for outstanding doctoral students in the History department. She thanked 
Governor Meighen for his stewardship on this gift and more broadly on the evolution of Campaign McGill. 
 
A recent ceremony highlighted the efforts to preserve the mountain, further to McGill committing this 
endeavour to Brigadier Andrew Hamilton Gault 50 years ago. Neighbours, friends and former employees at 
the reserve’s Centre de la Nature celebrated the 50

th
 anniversary of this unique and irreplaceable site.  

 
The Principal informed Board members of the allotment of funding received by McGill and 4 of its affiliated 
institutions from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR), one of the highest allotments in the 
country ($35.5 million). 
 
The Principal noted that six (6) McGill students were chosen to serve in 2009-2010 as clerks of the Supreme 
Court of Canada; more than any other law faculty in the country. She also informed the Board of two members 
of the McGill University championship men’s rugby team, Alastair Crow and Kyle Buckley, who were selected 
to play for the Canadian under-20 team at the International Rugby Board junior world championships. 
 
She updated Board members on the T.A. strike, noting that the union deposited a written document to the 
conciliator which highlighted three (3) areas preventing an agreement to take place. She commended all who 
were doing heroic work under difficult circumstances, and noted that decisions were being made about 
summer courses and how teaching would take place in the fall. Faculty, with the help of Teaching and 
Learning Services, would rethink pedagogy in affected courses to minimize the impact of the strike. 
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The Principal spoke of the recent annual McGill Alumni Association awards event which drew a dynamic range 
of alumni from across the country.. She thanked the Vice-Principal (Development and Alumni Relations) as 
well as alumni Governors and the Association’s Executive team for this exceptional event. At the Principal’s 
request, Governor Flood Consedine reported on an award established in recognition of Governor Emeritus 
James Wright, given to a former McGill graduate student for her efforts in establishing a charitable 
organization.  
 
The Principal spoke briefly of her tour as part of Campaign McGill, namely where she has been thus far and 
where she will be going over the course of the tour, as well as on the developments regarding the 
establishment Quebec Genomics Institute. 
 
In closing, the Principal thanked Governors for the highest level of University governance in Quebec, and 
perhaps Canada. She thanked the Secretary-General and her team as well as her colleagues for the 
remarkable year of progress. 
 
Following the Principal’s comments, the Board discussed: 
 

- The Genomics Institute; 
- Campaign McGill and contacts abroad; 
- The T.A. strike, possible class cancellations and the reputational risk associated with the 

strike. 
 

3. Items for Approval 

 

3.1 Minutes of Board of Governors meeting (Open Session), April 7, 2008 

 
On motion duly proposed and seconded, the minutes of the meeting of April 7, 2008 [07-08:BR-03] 
were approved. 

 

3.2 Memorandum regarding MOA – Daily Publication Society  [GD07-40] 

 
The Deputy Provost (Student Life & Learning) presented this item. The Committee discussed what 
changes were being presented compared to the previous agreement, the streamlining efforts made 
for all similar agreements, and the results of the referendum. 
 
On motion duly proposed and seconded, it was resolved that the Board of Governors approved the 
Memorandum of Agreement between McGill University and the Daily Publication Society in effect for a 
five-year period commencing on June 1, 2008. 

 
It was further resolved that the Board of Governors approved that the Deputy Provost (Student Life & 
Learning) and the Dean of Students be authorized to sign the said Memorandum of Agreement with 

the Daily Publication Society. 
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3.3 Memorandum Regarding PGSS Lease     [GD07-41] 

 
The Deputy Provost (Student Life & Learning) presented this item. Governor El Ouali, elected to the 
Board by the Post-Graduate Students’ Society (PGSS), recused himself from the vote. 
 
On motion duly proposed and seconded, it was resolved that the Board of Governors approved the 
Agreement of Lease between McGill University and the Post-Graduate Students' Society in effect for 
a five-year period commencing on June 1, 2008. 

  
It was further resolved that the Board of Governors approved that the Deputy Provost (Student Life 
& Learning), the Vice-Principal (Administration and Finance) and the Associate Provost (Graduate 
Education) and Dean, Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies be authorized to sign the said 
Agreement of Lease with the Post-Graduate Students' Society. 

 

3.4 Report from Senate       [GD07-42] 

 
The Principal presented this report.  
 

1. Amendment to University Statutes 
 
The Principal invited the Deputy Provost to explain the reasoning for the change in the 
Statutes and the Provost noted that the Statutes would be changed in order to remove the list 
of degrees so that a statutory amendment would not be required each time there is a change 
in the degrees. 

 
On motion duly proposed and seconded, it was resolved that the Board of Governors, on the 
recommendation of Senate, approved that Article 13.1 of the Statutes be amended as 
indicated below: 

 
13.1  The following are the degrees granted by the University in course: 

Master of Science                                                               M.Sc. 
Master of Science, Applied                                                 M.Sc.A. 
Master of Science, Applied, in Occupational Therapy        M.Sc.A.(O.T.) 
Master of Science, Applied, in Physical Therapy               M.Sc.A.(P.T.) 
Master of Social Work                                                        M.S.W. 
Master of Urban Planning                                                  M.U.P. 
 

2. Report to Senate and the Board of Governors on Leaves of Absence 2007-2008 

 
The members of the Board agreed that this report should no longer be presented to the 
Board for information. 
 
On motion duly proposed and seconded, it was resolved that the Board of Governors, on 
recommendation of Senate, approved the following: 

 
   That section 10 of the Regulations on Leaves of Absence for Full-Time Academic and 
   Librarian Staff be amended to read: 

10. The Principal Provost shall report once each year to the Senate and 
the Board of Governors the leaves of absence that have been 
applied for and approved each year, and to Senate and the Board 
of Governors the number of staff members currently on leave of 
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absence, and the length of each leave of absence. 
 

4. Item for Information 

 

4.1 Memorandum Regarding Indemnification Resolution for the Board of Governors   

[GD07-43] 
The Secretary-General presented this item for information. The Vice-Principal (Administration and 
Finance) informed Governors that the coverage had increased from $25 million to $50 million and the 
deductible had been increased at relatively no rise in cost to the University.  
 
The Board’s discussion focused on the following: 
- The fact that the increase in the limit did not reflect an increase in risk, but was rather an 

attempt to take advantage of market fluctuations; 
- The length of the policy; 
- Applicability of coverage (covered as of the first day and not on a refund basis). 

 

 
In closing, the Chair thanked everyone for their devotion to governance activities this year and wished all a 
happy and healthy summer. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 


