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The following items arise from the Building and Property Committee (BPC) meeting of April 8, 
2021. They are presented to the Board of Governors for its consideration. 
 
I. FOR APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS  
 
1. Extension for Disposition of Property at Macdonald Campus: Brittain Hall [BP20-54] 

 
The Building and Property Committee considered a request to extend the deadline for the 
sale of Brittain Hall to John Abbott College (JAC) by an additional 12 months to April 17, 
2022. On April 26, 2018, the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the BPC, 
approved the sale of Brittain Hall to JAC by October 26, 2018. Since then, the Board of 
Governors and the Executive Committee have approved several extensions, mainly due to 
a provincial government slowdown precipitated by the 2018 Quebec general election 
resulting in delayed requisite authorization processes, including additional studies 
requested by the Ministère de l'Enseignement supérieur (MES) to be conducted on the state 
of the property. 
 
In September 2020, McGill was informed by JAC that work on this file had been delayed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic and that another extension was needed to finalize the file 
in preparation of obtaining government authorization. Thus, the Board of Governors 
approved a 6-month extension to April 27, 2021. In March 2021, McGill was informed by 
JAC that work on this file continued to be delayed and that the additional studies requested 
by the MES remained ongoing. 
 
As a result of these delays and the fact that following the completion of the new studies, 
JAC is required to submit a revised request for authorization to the MES, it was proposed 
that the deadline for the sale be extended by 12-months. 
 
It was noted that Brittain Hall does not support the University’s academic mission and 
strategic priorities, and its disposition is consistent with the McGill University Master Plan. 
Additionally, the required investment to stabilize the condition of this building is not 
financially sustainable. 
 
By resolution, the Committee recommended to the Board of Governors the approval of an 
additional one-year extension, as presented below. The Committee noted that the strategy 
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for the sale of Brittain Hall would need to be reassessed should the additional extension 
not be sufficient to finalize the transaction. 

 
Be it resolved that the Board of Governors, on the recommendation of the Building 
and Property Committee, approve to extend by 12 months, to April 27, 2022, the 
timeframe for the sale of Brittain Hall and the land on which it stands to John 
Abbott College.    

 
II. FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 
 
1. Update on the New Vic Project [BP20-56] 

 
The Building and Property Committee received an update on the New Vic Project. The 
Committee was informed that a decision from the provincial government concerning the 
Project’s Dossier d’opportunité (DO) was not confirmed as part of the provincial budget 
that was announced on March 25, 2021. It was noted that the project continued to be under 
evaluation by government officials and that a decision was expected in the coming weeks. 
 
The BPC was also informed of the latest developments of the project, including that the 
University was preparing for the public consultations. It was noted that the public 
consultations for 2021 risked being deferred as a result of the delay in obtaining the 
Project’s DO approval by the government and the municipal elections in the Fall 2021. 

 
2. Update on Possible Federal Funding for Construction and [BP20-55] 
 Renovation Projects 

   
 The Building and Property Committee received an update on possible federal funding for 

construction and renovation projects. As previously reported to the Board of Governors, in 
the Summer 2020, the Ministère l'Enseignement supérieur (MES) announced that a federal 
infrastructure funding program was being opened to Quebec educational institutions as a 
stimulus, in response to the economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic. The MES asked 
universities to prioritize construction and renovation projects that met the government 
criteria for funding. 

 
 The University selected projects that would be eligible to benefit from federal funding of 

up to $12,729,400. At the meeting, the Building and Property Committee was informed 
that on March 23, 2021, the University received final confirmation that the following 
projects were approved to receive federal government funding: 

 
• Project 11-299: Education Building: Repairs to envelope, terrace, garage: Lot 3 

of 3 
• Project 20-097: McIntyre Medical Building: Replacement of chillers, cooling 

towers and pumps 
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• Project 16-135: Strathcona Music: Rehabilitation of envelope: Lots 1 & 2 of 3 
• Project 18-104: Burnside Hall: Modify electrical distribution in Data Centre 
• Project 11-357: Wilson Hall: Redevelopment of the Building, Work package 1, 

Demolition and decontamination of the interior spaces 
• Project 18-060: 680-688 Sherbrooke: Securing the Building Perimeter 
• Project 15-015: Wong Building: Renovate Teaching Labs (rooms 1160, 1170, 

1180 and 1310). 
 
3. Presentation on Upcoming Project – Strathcona Anatomy Dentistry Building: 
 New Windows & Masonry Restoration & Conservation (Project 08-29-106)  [BP20-60] 
 

 The Building and Property Committee received a presentation, for information, on an 
upcoming project in the Strathcona Anatomy and Dentistry (SAD) Building, that will 
involve the replacement of windows and masonry rehabilitation (Project 08-29-106). 

 
 Originally known as the Strathcona Medical Building, the Strathcona Anatomy and 

Dentistry Building is a four storey building designed in a neo-Tudor style and completed 
in 1911. The building is heritage building with great patrimonial content and value. It 
houses a variety of laboratories, classrooms, auditoria and offices. 

 
 It was noted that the University had obtained authorization from the government to bypass 

the Dossier d’opportunité (DO) stage and proceed directly to the Dossier d’affaires (DA) 
stage. The University is currently reassessing the building envelope situation and is 
expected to start preparing the Project’s DA with the goal to submit it to the Ministère 
l'Enseignement supérieur in the summer 2022. 

 
4. Report and Review of Major Construction Projects  [BP20-61] 
 with Financial Summary  
 

 The Building and Property Committee received a report on major construction and 
renovation projects, including a financial summary of capital projects funded by proceeds 
of the $190 million bond allocation. 

 
It was noted that as of February 28, 2021, a total of $105,124,796 of the bond had been 
spent on the listed capital projects. 

 
5. Other Updates and Reports 
 

The Committee received the following updates for information: 
 

- Update on the Fiat Lux Library Project [BP20-57] 
- Update on Board Approval of BPC Items [BP20-58] 
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END 
April 2021 


