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The Andromeda Botanic Gardens were established 70 years ago by Iris Bannochie as a

personal plant collection that has since developed into a public botanic garden which emphasizes

scientific research, conservation, display and education, and serves as a biodiversity haven for

locals to enjoy.1 As part of Andromeda’s on-going commitment to both honoring its

accomplished founder (who co-founded Heliconia Society International) and educating the

public about plants, a new section of the garden is being developed: a large deck, surrounded by

a variety of Heliconia species, which are native to Barbados.

This ethnobotanical project serves to bridge the gap between local people and local plants

through the design and planting of a Heliconia garden, and the creation of educational signage

including interesting facts, uses, and stories about the species present. Located within the

previously established Ethnobotanical Garden, the deck includes a view of the surrounding local

plants which are available for visitors to learn about and use, and a butterfly haven full of

pollinator-attracting plants.

To begin, a planting plan was designed using the Heliconia species identified as existing

within Andromeda’s gardens and took into consideration factors such as the size, shape, and

color of each species in order to optimize the usage of space around the deck and create a varied,

aesthetically pleasing border.2 The design was then brought to life through rhizome division and

transplantation of the twelve Heliconia species from various locations in the gardens to the

deck’s border, and two species were provided by an outside source. Signage was created for each

species intended to connect people to the plant, and ranged from botanical information gathered

through research, to personal anecdotes from the head gardener and curator. The Heliconia deck

will remain an ongoing project as the plants continue to spread and the space evolves.

There were many people who made this project possible and supported us throughout its

duration. Specifically, a huge thank you to Sharon Cooke, Troy Brewster, Shane Hackett, and

Akeem Hackett for their guidance and assistance. A further thank you to Jeff Chandler for

coordinating the project and supplying us with additional species of Heliconia.
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1 Andromeda Botanic Gardens. “Andromeda Botanic Gardens.” Accessed July 20, 2024.
https://andromedabarbados.com/.

https://andromedabarbados.com/

