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Welcome to the Department of Biochemistry 

 

This Handbook is designed to provide you with important information that will be helpful 

during your studies at McGill. Our Administrative Offices are located on the 9th floor of the 

McIntyre Building. Please feel free to come to talk to us if you have any questions. 
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SCOPE OF BIOCHEMISTRY 
Biochemistry is the application of chemistry to the study of biological processes at the cellular and 

molecular level. We are interested, for example, in mechanisms of brain function, cellular 

multiplication and differentiation, communication within and between cells and organs, and the 

chemical bases of inheritance and disease. The researcher seeks to determine how specific 

molecules such as proteins, nucleic acids, lipids, vitamins and hormones function in such processes.  

Particular emphasis is placed on regulation of chemical reactions in living cells. The knowledge 

and methods developed by researchers are applied in all fields of medicine, in agriculture and in 

many chemical and health-related industries. Biochemistry is also unique in providing teaching 

and research in both protein structure/function and genetic engineering: the two basic components 

of the rapidly expanding field of biotechnology. 

Biochemistry emerged as a distinct discipline around the beginning of this century when scientists 

combined chemistry, physiology and biology to investigate the chemistry of living systems.  

 

Biochemistry is both a life science and a chemical science: it explores the chemistry of living 

organisms and the molecular basis for the changes occurring in living cells.  It uses the methods of 

chemistry, physics, molecular biology and immunology to study the structure and behavior of the 

complex molecules found in biological material and the ways these molecules interact to form cells, 

tissues and whole organisms. 

 

Biochemistry has become the foundation for understanding all biological processes. It has provided 

explanations for the causes of many diseases in humans, animals and plants, and can frequently 

suggest ways that such diseases may be treated or cured. 

 

Since Biochemistry seeks to unravel the complex chemical reactions 

that occur in a wide variety of life forms, it provides the basis for 

practical advances in medicine, veterinary medicine, agriculture 

and biotechnology. It underlies and includes such exciting new 

fields as molecular genetics and bioengineering. 

As the broadest of the basic sciences, biochemistry includes many 

subspecialties, such as: neurochemistry, bio-organic chemistry, 

clinical biochemistry, physical biochemistry, molecular genetics, 

biochemical pharmacology and immunochemistry. Recent advances in 

these areas have created links among technology, chemical engineering and 

biochemistry.  
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BIOCHEMISTRY AT MCGILL 
There are three programs offered by the Department of Biochemistry: Liberal, Major and 

Honours. All students entering the Department initially register in either the Liberal or 

Major program. The first year of a degree program in Biochemistry is generally similar to 

that of other sciences, where students will study a broad range of subjects. Most students 

specialize in one or more areas of biochemistry, but they need to be knowledgeable in many 

areas of science. 

 

Liberal Program 

The Liberal program in Biochemistry provides students with the opportunity to study a Core 

Science Component (CSC) (47 credits) in Biochemistry, plus a breadth Component (at least 18 

credits) in another area of study. To meet the requirements for the breadth component, students 

must complete one of the following: 

 Minor Program (18-24 credits): For a list of approved minors: 

www.mcgill.ca/science/programs   

 Arts Minor or Major Concentration (18 or 36 credits). See the following link for approved 

Arts Minors and Major Concentrations: http://www.mcgill.ca/study/2019-

2020/faculties/arts/undergraduate/ug_arts_major_concentrations  

 A second CSC (45-50 credits); at least 24 credits must be distinct from those used to 

satisfy the primary CSC.   

Major Program 

The Major program (64 required science credits) bridges the gap between the more general and 

less demanding Liberal program, and the more specialized and challenging Honours program. It 

requires skills and insight from all areas of chemistry and from other areas such as biology, 

physiology, microbiology & immunology, statistics and pharmacology. The Major program can 

lead to postgraduate studies and research careers in hospital, university or industrial 

laboratories and can be a great choice for students who wish to have professional careers in the 

biological sciences or in medicine. 

  

http://www.mcgill.ca/science/programs
http://www.mcgill.ca/study/2019-2020/faculties/arts/undergraduate/ug_arts_major_concentrations
http://www.mcgill.ca/study/2019-2020/faculties/arts/undergraduate/ug_arts_major_concentrations
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Honours Program 

The Honours program in Biochemistry (73 required science credits) may be entered in the second 

year of a three-year program, or the third year of a four-year program. The Honours program is 

a specialized program that combines the substantial background offered by the Major program, 

with a challenging opportunity to carry out laboratory research projects in the final year (U3). 

These project courses provide students with research experience under the supervision of a 

professor in the Department. The Honours program can lead to postgraduate studies and research 

careers in hospital, university or industrial laboratories and would therefore be a great choice for 

students who wish to have a professional career in the biological sciences or in medicine. 

Students who wish to enter the Honours program, should follow the U1 Major Program 

requirements as indicated on the following pages. Students who satisfactorily complete the first 

year of the Major program with a GPA of at least 3.2 and B- or better in every required course 

will be granted admission to the Honours program. No Cs are allowed. 

In general, the formal study of biochemistry is best begun once the student has developed a solid 

foundation in chemistry and physics. Good laboratory experience is very important, since an 

extensive amount of laboratory research experience is mandatory for the Ph.D. degree program. 

A senior research project, if available, is an extremely valuable experience for a student 

considering a research career in biochemistry. Students should carefully plan and schedule 

courses in the program to ensure sufficient time for an independent project in their senior year.  

Students interested in registering for the Honours program must contact Carmen Aimee by e-

mail for permission to enter the program. This should be done during the ADD/DROP period in 

September of your U2 year (third year for Freshman students). 

Students who register in the Honours program without the proper prerequisites will be asked to 

withdraw from the program and register in the Major program. The same applies to any U1 

Biochemistry student registered in Honours – U1 students are not permitted to register in the 

Honours program.  

 

Interdepartmental Honours Program in Immunology (IHI) 

IHI is a 75-credit program that involves the Departments of Biochemistry, Microbiology and 

Immunology, and Physiology. It incorporates elements from each of these disciplines, includes a 

research project course and provides an excellent foundation for students interested in pursuing 

a career in biomedical research and/or medicine. Admission to IHI requires completion of 30 

credits of U1 courses with a minimum GPA of 3.30. More detailed information is available on the 

IHI website 

 

  

mailto:carmen.paezmendoza@mcgill.ca?subject=Honours%20Program%20Registration
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BIOCHEMISTRY PROGRAMS 

Liberal Program - (47 CREDITS) 

U1 Year (29 credits) 

U1 Required Courses (23 credits) 

BIOC 212 Molecular Mechanism of Cell Function  3 

BIOC 220 Lab Methods in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 1 3 

BIOL 200 Molecular Biology  3 

BIOL 202 Basic Genetics 3 

CHEM 204 Physical Chem./Biological Sc. 1 3 

CHEM 212* Intro. Organic Chemistry 1    4 

CHEM 222* Intro. Organic Chemistry 2 4 

*Students with CEGEP-level credit for CHEM 212 and/or CHEM 222 should replace these courses with elective courses. 

U1 Complementary Courses** (6 credits) 

**Complementary courses listed for U1 and U2 may be taken in later years if necessary to accommodate courses that must be taken in 
U1 and U2 as part of the breadth component of the program. 

 

6 credits selected from: 

BIOL 205 Biology of Organisms 3 

MIMM 211 Introductory Microbiology 3 

MIMM 214 Introductory Immunology: Elements of Immunity 3 

PHGY 209 Mammalian Physiology 1 3 

PHGY 210 Mammalian Physiology 2 3 

 

U2 Year (15 credits) 

U2 Required Courses (12 credits) 

BIOC 311 Metabolic Biochemistry 3 

BIOC 312 Biochemistry of Macromolecules 3 

BIOC 320 Lab Methods in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 2 3 

CHEM 302 Intro. Organic Chemistry 3 3 

U2 Complementary Courses** (3 credits) 

**Complementary courses listed for U1 and U2 may be taken in later years if necessary to accommodate courses that must be taken in 
U1 and U2 as part of the breadth component of the program. 

 

3 credits selected from: 

BIOL 373 Biometry  3 

CHEM 267 Introductory Chemical Analysis  3 

COMP 202 Foundations of Programming  3 

COMP 204 Computer Programming for Life Sciences 3 

MATH 203 Principles of Statistics 1    3 

MATH 222 Calculus 3 3 

PSYC 204 Intro. to Psychological Statistics  3 

U3 Year (3 credits) 

U3 Complementary Courses (3 credits) 

3 credits selected from: 

BIOC 450 Protein Structure & Function  3 

BIOC 454 Nucleic Acids  3 
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Major Program - (64 CREDITS) 

U1 Year (29 credits) 

U1 Required Courses (23 credits) 

BIOC 212 Molecular Mechanism of Cell Function  3 

BIOC 220 Lab Methods in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 1 3 

BIOL 200 Molecular Biology  3 

BIOL 202 Basic Genetics 3 

CHEM 204 Physical Chem./Biological Sc. 1 3 

CHEM 212* Intro. Organic Chemistry 1    4 

CHEM 222* Intro. Organic Chemistry 2 4 

*Students with CEGEP-level credit for CHEM 212 and/or CHEM 222 should replace these courses with elective courses. 

U1 Complementary Courses** (6 credits) 

**Complementary courses listed for U1 and U2 may be taken in later years if necessary to accommodate courses that 
must be taken in U1 and U2 as part of the breadth component of the program. 

 

6 credits selected from: 

BIOL 205 Biology of Organisms 3 

MIMM 211 Introductory Microbiology 3 

MIMM 214 Introductory Immunology: Elements of Immunity 3 

PHGY 209 Mammalian Physiology 1 3 

PHGY 210 Mammalian Physiology 2 3 

 

U2 Year (23 credits) 

U2 Required Courses (20 credits) 

ANAT 262 Intro. Molecular & Cell Biology 3 

BIOC 311 Metabolic Biochemistry 3 

BIOC 312 Biochemistry of Macromolecules 3 

BIOC 320 Lab Methods in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology 2 3 

CHEM 214 Physical Chem./Biological Sc. 2 3 

CHEM 302 Intro. Organic Chemistry 3 3 

CHEM 362 Advanced Organic Chem. Lab 3 

 

U2 Complementary Courses** (3 credits) 

**Complementary courses listed for U1 and U2 may be taken in later years if necessary to accommodate courses that 
must be taken in U1 and U2 as part of the breadth component of the program. 

 

3 credits selected from: 

BIOL 309 Mathematical Models in Biology 3 

BIOL 373 Biometry  3 

CHEM 267 Introductory Chemical Analysis  3 

COMP 202 Foundations of Programming  3 

COMP 204 Computer Programming for Life Sciences 3 

MATH 203 Principles of Statistics 1    3 

MATH 222 Calculus 3 3 

PSYC 204 Intro. to Psychological Statistics  3 
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U3 Year (12 credits) 

U3 Required Courses (6 credits) 

BIOC 450 Protein Structure & Function  3 

BIOC 454 Nucleic Acids  3 

 

U3 Complementary Courses (6 credits) 

At least 3 credits selected from: 

BIOC 404 Biophysical Chemistry  3 

BIOC 458 Membranes & Cellular Signaling  3 

BIOC 462* Research Laboratory in Biochemistry 6 

BIOC 470 Intro to Lipids & Lipoproteins  3 

BIOC 503 Immunochemistry  3   

PSYT 455 Neurochemistry  3  

 

*BIOC 462 is worth 6 credits in the Major Program: only 3 credits will be counted against the requirement 

for 6 total U3 complementary credits.  

 

The remainder, if any, to be selected from the following list: 
BIOL 300 Molecular Biol. of the Gene     3 

BIOL 303       Developmental Biology                  3 

BIOL 304       Evolution           3 

BIOL 313       Eukaryotic Cell Biology                   3 

BIOL 314       Molecular Biology of Oncogenes     3 

CHEM 482 Org. Chem.: Nat. Products     3 

CHEM 502 Advanced Bio-Org. Chem.          3 

CHEM 532 Structural Organic Chemistry     3 

CHEM 552 Physical Organic Chemistry           3 

CHEM 572    Synthetic Organic Chem.     3 

EXMD 502    Advanced Endocrinology 01            3 

MIMM 214    Immunology       3 

MIMM 324    Fundamental Virology                    3 

PHAR 300     Drug Action                                    3 

PHGY 311     Channels, Synapses & Hormones     3 
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Honours Program – (73 CREDITS) 

U1 and U2 – See MAJOR PROGRAM 

U3 Year (21 credits) 

U3 Required Courses (15 credits) 

3 credits selected from: 

BIOC 404 Biophysical Chemistry  3 

BIOC 450 Protein Structure & Function  3 

BIOC 454 Nucleic Acids  3 

BIOC 462 Research Laboratory in Biochemistry 6 

 

U3 Complementary Courses (6 credits) 

At least 3 credits selected from: 

BIOC 458 Membranes & Cellular Signaling  3 

BIOC 470 Intro to Lipids & Lipoproteins  3 

BIOC 491 Independent Research  3 

BIOC 503 Immunochemistry  3   

PSYT 455 Neurochemistry  3  

 

The remainder, if any, to be selected from the following list: 

BIOL 300 Molecular Biol. of the Gene     3 

BIOL 303      Developmental Biology                  3 

BIOL 304      Evolution           3 

BIOL 313      Eukaryotic Cell Biology                   3 

BIOL 314      Molecular Biology of Oncogenes     3 

CHEM 482 Org. Chem.: Nat. Products     3 

CHEM 502 Advanced Bio-Org. Chem.          3 

CHEM 532 Structural Organic Chemistry     3 

CHEM 552 Physical Organic Chemistry           3 

CHEM 572    Synthetic Organic Chem.     3 

EXMD 502    Advanced Endocrinology 01            3 

MIMM 214    Immunology       3 

MIMM 324    Fundamental Virology                    3 

PHAR 300     Drug Action                                    3 

PHGY 311     Channels, Synapses & Hormones     3 
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BIOCHEMISTRY COURSES 
The following are course descriptions of all undergraduate courses offered by the Biochemistry 

Department.  

PLEASE NOTE:  Information on lecture times, days and locations can be found on Minerva. 

 

BIOC 212 - Molecular Mechanisms of Cell Function (Winter) 

 

3 credits - Prerequisite: BIOL 200. Not open to students who have taken or are taking BIOL 201 

or ANAT 212. This course is also listed as ANAT 212. 

 

Description:  An introductory course describing the biochemistry and molecular biology of 

selected key functions of animal cells, including: gene expression; mitochondrial production of 

metabolic energy; cellular communication with the extra-cellular environment; and regulation of 

cell division. (A non-terminal course intended to be followed by Biochemistry courses BIOC 311 

and BIOC 312 in the U2 year). 

 

Course Coordinator:  Dr. Arnim Pause 

Course Co-Coordinator: Dr. Thomas Duchaine

 

BIOC 220 - Lab Meth in Biochem&Mol Biol 1 (Fall) 

 

3 credits - Prerequisites: BIOL 200 Corequisites: BIOC 212 and CHEM 222. Not open to students 

who have taken or are taking BIOC 300D1/D2 or BIOL 301.  For students in Biochemistry 

program only.  

 

Description: Introduction to key methodologies for the isolation, detection and characterization 

of proteins, lipids, nucleic acids and subcellular fractions, including spectrophotometry, assays of 

enzymatic activities and chromatographic and electrophoretic methods. Analysis of biochemical 

data. 

 

Course Coordinator: Dr. Ian Watson   

Lab Course Coordinator: Ms. Vicky Kottis 

 

  

https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/212
https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/300
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BIOC 311 - Metabolic Biochemistry (Fall) 

 

3 credits - Prerequisites: BIOL 200, either BIOC 212 or BIOL 201, and CHEM 222. 

 

Description: The generation of metabolic energy in higher organisms with an emphasis on its 

regulation at the molecular, cellular and organ level.  Chemical concepts and mechanisms of 

enzymatic catalysis are also emphasized. Included: selected topics in carbohydrate, lipid and 

nitrogen metabolism; complex lipid and biological membranes; hormonal signal transduction. 

 

Course Coordinator:  Dr. Maxime Denis 

 

BIOC 312 - Biochemistry of Macromolecules (Winter) 

 

3 credits - Prerequisites: BIOC 311; BIOL 200; and BIOC 212 or BIOL 201. 

Description: Gene expression from the start of transcription to the synthesis of proteins, their 

modifications and degradation.  Topics covered: purine and pyrimidine metabolism; transcription 

and its regulation; mRNA processing; translation; targeting of proteins to specific cellular sites; 

protein glycosylation; protein phosphorylation; protein turnover; programmed cell death 

(apoptosis). 

  

Course Coordinators: Dr. Sidong Huang 

 

BIOC 320 - Lab Meth in Biochem&Mol Biol 2 (Winter) 

3 credits – Prerequisites: BIOC 220. Not open to students who have taken or are taking BIOC 

300D1/D2 or BIOL 301.  For students in Biochemistry program only.  

Description: Modern molecular-biological methods for isolation and characterization of nucleic 

acids and for analysis of RNA and protein expression, including: plasmid expression, isolation, 

restriction and ligation; electrophoretic methods and Western blotting; PCR and qPCR 

applications; immunofluorescence microscopy and basic bioinformatics approaches.  

Course Coordinator: Dr. Jose Teodoro  

Lab Course Coordinator: Ms. Vicky Kottis 

  

https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/311
https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/312
https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/bioc-320
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BIOC 396 – Undergraduate Research Project (Fall, Winter, Summer) 

3 ELECTIVE credits - Prerequisites: MlMM 212 or BlOL 301 or BlOC 220 or an equivalent lab 

course in molecular and cell-biological methods, at least one term of undergrad studies and a 

CGPA of at least 3.0.  

Note: A project approval form must be completed by the student and instructor and approved 

by the course coordinator before the start of the term. 

https://mcgill.ca/science/files/science/396_form.pdf  

Restrictions: Departmental permission required. Student cannot be supervised by same 

instructor for two 396 Science courses. S/U option not permitted. Open to students in programs 

offered by the Faculty of Science only. 

Description: Independent research project with a final written report.  

Course Coordinator:  Dr. Bhushan Nagar 

 
 

BIOC 404 – Biophysical Chemistry (Winter)  

3 credits - Prerequisites:  CHEM 204, and CHEM 214 or equivalent. Not open to students who 

have taken or are taking CHEM 404. 

Description: Applications and fundamental bases of important biophysical techniques used in 

modern biochemistry research laboratories to isolate, characterize and determine the structure 

and dynamics of proteins, nucleic acids, small molecules and complexes that underlie life and 

disease.  

 

Course Coordinator:  Dr. Martin Schmeing 

 

BIOC 450 - Protein Structure and Function (Fall) 

3 credits - Prerequisites: BIOC 311, 312 and/or sufficient organic chemistry.   

Intended primarily for students at U3 level.  

Description: Primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary structure of enzymes. Active site 

mapping and site-specific mutagenesis of enzymes.  Enzyme kinetics and mechanisms of catalysis.  

Multienzyme complexes. 

 

Course Coordinator:  Dr. Bhushan Nagar 

 

  

https://mcgill.ca/science/research/undergraduate-research/science-research-courses
https://mcgill.ca/science/files/science/396_form.pdf
https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/404
https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/450
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BIOC 454 - Nucleic Acids (Fall) 

3 credits - Prerequisites: BIOC 311, 312 or permission of instructor. 

 

Description:  RNA processing, localization and stability. RNAi mechanisms, regulation and 

applications. Regulation of DNA replication. Genomics: human genome sequence, regulation and 

organization. DNA repair mechanisms. Special topics on transgenics, genetic diseases and cancer. 

 

Course Coordinator:  Dr. Josée Dostie 

Course Co-Coordinator : Dr. William Pastor 

 

BIOC 458 - Membranes and Cellular Signaling (Winter) 

 

3 credits - Prerequisites: BIOC 212, ANAT 262; one of PHGY 201, PHGY 209 or BIOL 205; one of 

BIOC 312 or ANAT 365; and BIOC 311. This course is also listed as ANAT 458. Not open to 

students who have taken or are taking ANAT 458 or BIOC 456. 

Description: An integrated treatment of the properties of biological membranes and of 

intracellular signaling, including the major role that membranes play in transducing and 

integrating cellular regulatory signals. Biological membrane organization and dynamics; 

membrane transport; membrane receptors and their associated effectors; mechanisms of 

regulation of cell growth, morphology, differentiation and death. 

 

Course Coordinator:  Dr. Maxime Denis 

Course Co-Coordinator:  Dr. Nathalie Lamarche 

 

BIOC 462 - Research Lab in Biochemistry (Fall) 

 

6 credits - limited enrollment—Prerequisites: BIOC 320 and consent of the course coordinator 

and research director. 

Restrictions: Course is limited to U3 Honours students. U3 Major students interested in taking 

this course should contact Dr. Jason Young, course coordinator. ONLY STUDENTS WITH A 

CGPA OF 3.2 OR BETTER ARE PERMITTED TO APPLY. 

 

For a list of our researchers and their research activities, please refer to this booklet or our 

website.  Students are well-advised to start their search for a supervisor in early July. Important 

Note: Once accepted by a supervisor, students MUST immediately inform the Biochemistry 

department by email at undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca.  

 

Course Content: A laboratory research project and related written review article performed 

under the supervision of a professor who is a member of the Department of Biochemistry. 

 

Course Coordinator:   Dr. Jason Young 

https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/454
https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/458
https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/462
mailto:undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca
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BIOC 470 – Lipids&Lipoproteins in Disease (Winter) 

 

3 credits - Prerequisites: BIOC 311 or equivalent. 

Restrictions: Not open to students who have taken BIOC 570. 

 

Description: Structure, function and metabolism of lipids and lipoproteins as they relate to 

lipid storage diseases, obesity, insulin resistance, diabetes, heart disease, Alzheimers disease 

and other neurological diseases. Transcriptional and post-translational mechanisms governing 

the synthesis and degradation of important enzymes, lipids, and lipid transport molecules; role 

of lipid mediators in signaling pathways and protein modification; assembly and dynamics of 

lipoproteins and biological membranes; genetic disruptions of lipid regulatory proteins such as 

cell surface receptors leading to human disease. 

 

   Course Coordinator: Dr. Robert Scott Kiss 

 

BIOC 491 - Independent Research (Winter) 

6 Credits - Prerequisite: BIOC 462  

Restrictions: Registration by departmental permission only. 

 

For a list of our researchers and their research activities, please refer to this booklet or to our 

website.  Students are well-advised to commence their search for a supervisor midway through 

the fall semester. Important Note: Once accepted by a supervisor, students MUST immediately 

inform the Biochemistry department by e-mail at undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca.  

 

Course Content: Individual work on a project to be performed in a research laboratory.  

Research project must be carried out in the laboratory of member of the Department of 

Biochemistry. 

 

Course Coordinator:   Dr. Arnim Pause 

 

BIOC 503 – Immunochemistry (Winter) 

 

3 credits - Prerequisites: BIOC 311 & 312 

 

Description: This course, presented in lecture format, emphasizes the molecular, genetic and 

structure function events that occur in the humoral immune response.  Interleukins and other 

mediators of inflammation, a field in which rapid changes are occurring, are discussed. The 

clinical significance of fundamental biochemical findings is described.  

 

Important Note: Students MUST attend the first lecture for seminar assignment.  

 

  Course Coordinator: Dr. Christos Tsoukas 

 

https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/bioc-470
https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/491
mailto:undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca
https://mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/programs/courses/bioc-503-1
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BIOCHEMISTRY LAB COURSES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIOC 220 – Lab Meth in Biochem&Mol Biol 1 

Introduction to key methodologies for the isolation, detection and characterization of proteins, 

lipids, nucleic acids and subcellular fractions, including spectrophotometry, assays of enzymatic 

activities and chromatographic and electrophoretic methods. Analysis of biochemical data. 

 

BIOC 320 – Lab Meth in Biochem&Mol Biol 2 

Modern molecular-biological methods for isolation and characterization of nucleic acids and for 

analysis of RNA and protein expression, including: plasmid expression, isolation, restriction and 

ligation; electrophoretic methods and Western blotting; PCR and qPCR applications; 

immunofluorescence microscopy and basic bioinformatics approaches. 
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BIOC 396 – Undergraduate Research Project 

This course is an independent research project with a final written report.  

Students are advised to start the application process well before the start of the term and to plan 

for an alternative course in the case that no suitable project is available. Individual projects may 

be suggested each term which may have project-specific prerequisites. Students may also 

approach professors to devise their own projects. Some projects may be accessible to students in 

other disciplines. See https://mcgill.ca/science/research/undergraduate-research/science-

research-courses for more information about available projects and application forms and 

procedures. 

 

BIOC 462 – Research Laboratory in Biochemistry  

This course consists of a laboratory research project and related written review article, all 

performed under the supervision of the same professor.  The prerequisite for this course is BIOC 

320. Each student is responsible for finding a professor who will supervise their research. Once 

accepted by a professor, students must IMMEDIATELY inform undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca so 

that the proper information and deadlines can be sent to both the student and research director. 

BIOC 462 projects may only be carried out in the laboratory of a Biochemistry professor (including 

Associate and Adjunct Members).  

BIOC 491 – Independent Research 

This course involves individual work on a project that is to be performed in a research laboratory. 

The prerequisite for this course is BIOC 462. Each student is responsible for finding a professor 

who will supervise their research. Once accepted by a professor, students must IMMEDIATELY 

inform undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca so that the proper information and deadlines can be sent to 

both the student and research director. BIOC 491 projects may only be carried out in the 

laboratory of a Biochemistry professor (including Associate and Adjunct Members). 

 

https://mcgill.ca/science/research/undergraduate-research/science-research-courses
https://mcgill.ca/science/research/undergraduate-research/science-research-courses
mailto:undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca
mailto:undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca
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SELECTING YOUR COURSES 
First-year (U1) students must select courses from those listed under either the Liberal or 

Major program. A list of all the required and complementary courses needed for the Liberal and 

Major programs can be found on page 6. Newly-admitted CEGEP students must attend the 

mandatory Orientation Session (August – see Biochemistry website). Note: Only required and 

complementary courses for your program, not for your entire B.Sc. degree, have been outlined in 

this handbook. 

Year Designation 

Students in their first year of a four-year, 120-credit, Bachelor of Science (B.Sc.) degree program, 

will complete a Freshman year, designated U0. Students entering the second year of the four-

year program, or the first year of the 90-credit program, are designated U1. The second-to-last 

year of a program is considered U2, while U3 refers to the final year of a B.Sc. Program. 

 

Number of Credits Per Term  

 

 12-15 credits per term is the normal course load. 

 Maximum allowed credits is up to 17 credits per term for students whose standing is 

Satisfactory or Interim Satisfactory.  

o students whose CGPA is 3.5 or higher and who wish to take a course overload of up 

to a maximum of 19 credits are required to fill out a request form at Service Point, 

and are strongly urged to consult their adviser.  

 12 credits per term is the minimum to maintain visa status, loans, bursaries, full-time status 

(for loans and bursaries, check with the loan-granting organization for specifics). 

 27 graded (non-S/U) credits per academic year (both the fall and winter terms) to be 

considered for renewal of entrance scholarships or for in-course McGill scholarships or 

awards, including Dean's Honour List; at least 27 graded credits that fulfill the degree 

requirements to be considered for faculty scholarships; 30 graded credits per year to 

maintain Canada scholarships. 
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Registration  

Minerva is McGill’s web-based information system that serves students, staff and faculty.  

Students register and make course changes using Minerva: www.mcgill.ca/minerva-students 

 

  

 

 

 

Students also use Minerva to update their personal information, such as address and emergency 

contacts, and to make minor corrections (adding accents, changing upper/lower case letters) to 

their legal name. 

Students can view their grades and fee information on Minerva. 

Money $$ Saver: Avoid late registration fees. If you are unsure of your course selection and wish 

to avoid this late fee charge, register for at least one course. You can then consult an advisor 

concerning your course selection and add/remove courses from your schedule without charge up 

until the end of the Course Change (ADD/DROP) Period. 

What is the ADD/DROP Period?  

Once you have registered for your courses, you will have the opportunity to change them during 

the ADD/DROP period. This course-change period occurs during both the Fall and Winter terms. 

Refer to the Calendar for specific dates: www.mcgill.ca/students/courses/drop/deadlines/ 

From the beginning of the term until the end of the add/drop period, you will have the opportunity 

to “shop around” and attend as many courses as your schedule permits. You will not be charged 

for registering or unregistering for courses during this period.  

Any courses dropped during this period will be deleted from your record and will not appear on 

your transcript. Your record will only show the courses that you are registered for once the 

add/drop period is over. Note that there is a charge for changing your courses after the add/drop 

period.   

Electives  

Elective courses are courses offered outside your regular program. Electives can be chosen from 

the Faculties of Arts and of Science. There are a limited number of courses that you may take 

outside the Faculties of Arts and of Science. For a list of those courses, please consult this site: 

https://www.mcgill.ca/science/undergraduate/handbook#bsc-outside-course-restrictions . Requests 

for permission to take courses that are not on either the approved/not approved list should be 

addressed to the Director, Advising Services. 

http://www.mcgill.ca/minerva-students
https://www.mcgill.ca/science/undergraduate/handbook#bsc-outside-course-restrictions
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S/U Option (Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory)  

You may choose to have a final grade of S (satisfactory) or U (unsatisfactory) for one of your 

elective courses. This option cannot be used for required courses within your program (including 

the complementary courses list). The decision to have an elective course graded as S/U must be 

made before the end of the Drop/Add period, and no change can be made thereafter. Beware 

of the risks before you use this option. Refer to the Undergraduate Programs, Courses and 

University Regulations (Section 1.3.7) for more information on this option. 

Note: McGill Scholarship holders who wish to renew their scholarships, as well as students who 

would like to be considered for in-course awards (ex: Dean’s Honour List), must complete 27 credits 

each year - excluding S/U credits. 

Complementary Courses  

‘Complementary Courses’ are required courses for your program. They are not elective 

courses. For a list of complementary courses you can select from, see the course requirement list 

for your program. This can be found on the Biochemistry website, or on page 8 of this handbook. 

Since these courses are required for your program, they must be passed with a ‘C’ or better in 

order to count toward your program. 

Passing Grade (Required Courses)  

Major and Liberal programs: All required and complementary courses listed in the Liberal 

and Major programs in Biochemistry must be passed with a grade of C or better in order to count 

toward your program. ‘D’ is a failure for required and complementary courses in your program. 

In the case of complementary courses, if you receive a grade of D, this can be considered as one of 

your electives and then you can choose another complementary from the list of options.  

 

Honours Program: All required courses must be passed with a grade of B- or better, and students 

must maintain a CGPA of 3.20. If you receive a grade of C or lower in a required course and/or 

your CGPA falls below 3.20, you will be asked to withdraw from the Honours program.  

 

If you are unsure, check with, the Student Affairs Coordinator (undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca). 

Failed a Required or Complementary Course?  

If you fail a required course, you have two options:  

1. Apply to write a supplemental exam, or  

2. Repeat the course.  

If you fail a complementary course and receive a final grade of ‘D’, you have three 

options:  

1. Apply to write a supplemental exam;  

2. Repeat the course; or  

3. Since a D is a pass for an elective, you can choose to keep this course on your record as an 

mailto:undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca
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elective and choose another 3-credit course from the list of complementary courses to fulfill 

your requirements. 

Sick during a Midterm or Final Exam? What Should You Do?? 

Midterm Exams 

If you miss a Midterm Exam due to illness, you must fill out our webform 

https://www.mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/request-missing-midterm-exam. If a 

note is not provided, you will receive a grade of ZERO on your midterm exam.  

 

Final Exams 

Should you miss a final exam due to illness, you may apply on Minerva to write a deferred 

exam. Please refer to this link for more information. 

https://mcgill.ca/exams/dates/supdefer#deferred  

Summer Studies  

The Summer Session at McGill covers the months of May to August. During this period, a wide 

array of credit courses from McGill degree programs are offered. For more details, please consult 

the Summer Studies Calendar.  Final- year students taking Summer Studies courses to complete 

their graduation requirements will receive their degrees at the Fall Convocation (normally held 

in November). 

 

Many Biochemistry students choose to take summer courses to lighten their course loads during 

the year. Unfortunately, only a few U1 required courses are offered during the summer term. 

Please check Minerva for available courses. If you are able to take summer courses, you are 

strongly encouraged to do so.  

Thinking Ahead: Which Courses Should I Take in Order to Leave the 

Option of Medical School Open? 

Students who wish to leave the option of applying to medical school open should be aware that 

they can choose to complete any of the Science Majors (not only the biological or life science ones). 

Most medical schools look for a diverse applicant pool, and all of the Science programs provide 

ample room to include medical school prerequisite courses (see 

www.mcgill.ca/science/prospective/medical). It is important for students to select the program 

that most interests them — students perform best when studying what they enjoy.  

 

Students are encouraged to have a look at the prerequisite courses needed for entry into the 

specific medical schools they wish to apply for. The following website lists the specific admission 

requirements for all Canadian medical schools: www.afmc.ca/publications-admission-e.php.  

 

In addition, students should be aware of other constraints on their programs imposed by medical 

https://www.mcgill.ca/biochemistry/undergraduate-studies/request-missing-midterm-exam
https://mcgill.ca/exams/dates/supdefer#deferred
http://www.mcgill.ca/science/prospective/medical
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school admissions. For example, some medical schools will not allow courses to be taken under 

the S/U option, and some  medical  schools require a full  course load. Therefore, as mentioned 

above, it is highly recommended to verify specific admission requirements for specific schools.  

 

Non-Academic Activities? 

The Admissions Committee seeks students who have exhibited leadership, the ability to work in 

a team, and have excelled in one or several nonacademic pursuits. 
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ADVISING 
All students receive notification and instructions on how to register for their courses. We all know 

you can register without ever consulting your department — but note that ADVISING IS 

COMPULSORY. All changes to your record that involve a program requirement must be 

approved by the Student Affairs Administrator. 

 

It is extremely important that students maintain regular contact with the same advisor 

throughout their academic studies. Advising sessions and informal meetings not only ensure that 

students are fulfilling the program requirements, but provide the faculty members with an 

opportunity to get to know students. Students are encouraged to ask questions in class and to 

consult with professors after class if they have any questions, or want more information about a 

specific topic they are interested in. Contacts such as these make it easier for faculty members to 

meaningfully comment on students who request letters of recommendation for Medical School, 

Graduate School, or for other career choices. 

 

The Department of Biochemistry provides advising sessions for all students entering the 

program. 

NEW STUDENTS - U1  

All new students entering U1 from CEGEP or with advanced credits are required to attend the 

Departmental Orientation Session, which is held in August. 

New students entering U1 must bring the following to their advising appointment:  

 Copy of Transcript (CEGEP or previous institution).  

 Complete list of courses chosen for the academic year (if registered, can be printed from 

Minerva). 

The Biochemistry Undergraduate Society (B.U.G.S.) 

The McGill Biochemistry Undergraduate Society (BUGS) is an elected body of students that 

represents undergraduate biochemistry students in both academic and social matters. It offers 

services, such as Note Taking Club (NTC), which provides typed and organized lecture notes. 

BUGS also organizes social events, such as the popular Wine and Cheese, where members of the 

Department and students can meet in a less formal setting. Additionally, the Society provides 

students with vital information about graduate studies and career choices, with its Annual 

Undergraduate Student Symposium and the Laboratory Tours. For more information about these 

and other BUGS events, have a look at their website: http://bugs.sus.mcgill.ca/.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

http://bugs.sus.mcgill.ca/
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Want to become a member of the BUGS Council? All students with a strong will to participate 

and who have lots of spirit are welcome to apply for positions! Elections are usually held in the 

winter term, and first-year representatives are chosen by the Council in mid-September. The 

BUGS office can be found in the McIntyre Medical Building on the fifth floor, Room 511, behind 

the Martin lecture theatre.  

Phone: 514-398-5247  

Website: http://bugs.sus.mcgill.ca/ 

Useful McGill Sites  

Biochemistry: www.mcgill.ca/biochemistry 

B.U.G.S.: http://bugs.sus.mcgill.ca/  

Student Services: www.mcgill.ca/studentservices 

SOUSA:  www.mcgill.ca/science/sousa/ 

Minerva: www.mcgill.ca/minerva-students 

Graduate Faculty: www.mcgill.ca/gps/ 

Fellowships: www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/fellowships/ 

Faculty of Medicine: www.mcgill.ca/medicine/ 

Faculty of Science: www.mcgill.ca/science/ Student Info: www.mcgill.ca/students/ 

Information Services 

The following website connects students to many other important sites: www.mcgill.ca/students.  

Here are just a few of the links available through this site: 

 Career Planning Service (CaPS)  

 Convocation Information  

 Course Calendars  

 Exam schedules  

 MINERVA  

 Student Accounts  

 Student Services 

Undergraduate Calendar  

The University Calendar contains the rules and regulations concerning your academic life at 

McGill, such as:  

 Deadlines  

 ID cards  

 Fees  

 Registration (including ADD/DROP  

http://bugs.sus.mcgill.ca/
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 and withdrawal dates)  

 Courses  

 Grading 

 Exams (incl. what to do if you are ill;  

 supplemental/deferred exams; what  

 happens if you are caught cheating)  

 Transfer credits  

 Study away  

 Individual faculty regulations  

 Residences 

 

The following website provides access to all course calendars: 

www.mcgill.ca/students/courses/calendars/ 

 

Career Planning Service (CaPS) 

CaPS McGill University offers a full range of services to students in search of part-time, summer 

and full-time employment. Some services include development workshops (i.e. CV- writing, 

interviewing techniques), individual appointments with a career advisor, access to the resource 

library, career fairs and job postings.  Take advantage of their knowledge and know-how by 

visiting the CaPS office at: 

 

Brown Student Services Bldg.  

3600 McTavish St., Suite 2200  

Montreal, QC, H3A 1Y2  

Telephone: 514-398-3304 

e-mail: careers.caps@mcgill.ca;  

web: www.mcgill.ca/caps/ 

 

The following services are also located in the William & Mary Brown Building. You are strongly 

encouraged to visit and make use of the following services:  

 

 First-year Office   (firstyear@mcgill.ca)  

 Student Wellness Hub 

 Tutorial Service (tutoring.service@mcgill.ca)  

 Student Aid  

 International Student Services  

 Office of the Dean of Students 

 Chaplaincy Service   

 

 

 

mailto:careers.caps@mcgill.ca
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Internships 

What’s an internship? Why should I do one?  

 

Would you like to "test drive" a job before you launch into a career? Would you like some help 

figuring out what you want to do after university? How about earning money to fund further 

education? You can do all this with an internship!  

 

An internship is a paid, full-time, work term done during your undergraduate studies in a field 

related to yours.  

Internship & Field Studies Officer:   

Martine Dolmiere; Faculty of Science Dawson Hall Room 408; Tel: 514 398-1063; E-mail: 

martine.dolmiere@mcgill.ca 

http://www.mcgill.ca/science/internships-field/     

Computer Access 

Students can use the computers located in three areas of the McIntyre Medical Building: 

The 2nd floor kiosk (just off the elevator), and the Cafeteria Kiosk on the 5th floor have computers 

students can use. The Life Science Library also has computers. In fact, the Library houses more 

than 60 computers on both the 3rd and 4th floors. Each library computer is connected to a printer 

that students can use for a fee. 

Bulletin Board (9th Floor, McIntyre Building)  

The Departmental notice board provides information concerning courses, deadlines, fellowship 

info, and job opportunities. Notices are posted throughout the year.  

Address & Telephone Number  

It is imperative that the address and telephone number listed on your record are accurate and 

current. Please update these regularly via MINERVA. If your record does not indicate a Montreal 

address and phone number, the Department will not be able to reach you in the case of an urgent 

matter. You can access Minerva at this address: www.mcgill.ca/minerva-students/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.mcgill.ca/science/internships-field/
http://www.mcgill.ca/minerva-students/
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Graduation 

 

 

 

Most students graduate at the end of the final year in Biochemistry (U3).  All program 

requirements and degree credits (i.e. 90 or 120 etc.) must be completed by April of your final year 

in order to meet the deadline for spring convocation. If you take a summer course at the end of 

your final year, then you are expected to graduate in November, not in the spring.  

 

Please note: It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to verify your eligibility for graduation. You can 

access your whole record via MINERVA at any time. It is encouraged to compare your record to 

the list of course requirements for your program. You must complete your program (Liberal, 

Majors or Honours) as well as the number of credits required for your Bachelor’s Degree.   

 

Convocation dates can be found here: www.mcgill.ca/convocations/ 

 

For information on grad photos and the Biochemistry Grad Dinner & Prom, contact members of 

the B.U.G.S. Council. 

http://www.mcgill.ca/convocations/
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Careers in Biochemistry 

B.Sc. Graduates  

 

A B.Sc. in biochemistry is a good foundation for a graduate degree in biochemistry or an allied 

science. Alternatively, it is a logical degree choice for entry into medical school, dental school or 

schools of veterinary medicine or as a stepping stone to careers in allied fields of health science 

and agriculture such as biotechnology, toxicology, biomedical engineering, clinical chemistry, 

plant pathology or animal science.  

Some B.Sc. graduates enter the job market directly. Those who wish to work in the laboratory 

find jobs in universities, government, research institutes or industrial laboratories.  

Pharmaceutical companies have both basic research programs on the causes of disease, and 

applied programs to develop drugs to combat disease.  

Biotechnology firms with interests in plant breeding and medicine also employ graduates with a 

B.Sc. degree as research assistants.  

A B.Sc. graduate in biochemistry or any other field may have limited opportunity to advance in 

terms of position or responsibility. However, government employment offers the opportunity to 

advance up a civil service ladder and command a good income. Industry provides many 

opportunities for lateral and upward mobility for those who wish to move out of the laboratory 

and use their biochemical expertise in management, sales, marketing or technical writing. 

M.Sc. Graduates 

 

The added education, research training and skills acquired for a Master's degree makes an M.Sc. 

graduate more likely to advance professionally than a B.Sc. graduate in terms of position, 

responsibility and salary. The types of jobs, however, are likely to be similar. 

 

Ph.D. Graduates  

 

A Ph.D. degree is almost always required to develop the skills to direct an independent research 

program involving B.Sc. and M.Sc. students and to advance professionally in academic 

institutions or to the executive level in government or industry. 

Associated disciplines and entry points into other careers are: (informatics), bioinformatics 

database construction management, software design and development; (business) management 

and business development in biomedical industry (B.Sc.); (law) patent law, editing/ publishing; 

(sociology, political sciences, philosophy) ethical, legal issues. 

For more career info, contact Career Planning Services at 514-398-3304 or email 

careers.caps@mcgill.ca or online at www.mcgill.ca/caps/  

  

http://www.mcgill.ca/caps/
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Becoming a McGill Biochemistry Graduate Student 

Once you graduate and receive your B.Sc., continuing onward in a graduate program in 

Biochemistry can be a great option. McGill’s Department of Biochemistry offers research training 

over a wide range of topics in the field, and an opportunity to do research at a level comparable 

or superior to the best institutions in Canada, and competitive world-wide. 

Graduate work in our department emphasizes lab research rather than coursework and 

additional examinations. Graduate degrees can lead to high-paying career possibilities in 

industry and academia.  

 How do graduate degrees work? 

 Graduate students are paid researchers.  

 Students with a B.Sc. join the program as M.Sc. students. M.Sc. students must complete 45 

credits to complete their degree. 

 After about two years, if the research is going well, students can continue in their current lab 

as Ph.D. students without having to finish their M.Sc. degree first.  

 Completing a MSc. provides an early chance to switch labs or universities. 

 A MSc. degree should take around 2 years, and a PhD. degree takes around 4-5 years. 

 A MSc. student should demonstrate technical proficiency, while a PhD. student should 

demonstrate mastery of the research. 

 Tip: join as a MSc. student, but envision yourself as a PhD. student. 

  

 How do I apply for Biochemistry Graduate Studies? 

 Instructions for submitting application packages are on the Department web site: 

http://www.mcgill.ca/biochemistry/graduate-studies/admissions 

 Finding the right supervisor is key: do some background research on professors who interest 

you.  

 Contact professors by e-mail, with copies of your CV and unofficial transcripts attached.  

 What do I look for in a professor? 

What kind of research does he/she do? Does the topic excite me? 

 

 To learn about prospective supervisors and their research interests, search their name on 

PubMed (www.pubmed.gov) and read papers they have written. This should give you a good 

idea of the techniques and experimental models they use.  

 You can also learn about a professor’s area of study by going to our website and reading their 

profile and research interests: http://www.mcgill.ca/biochemistry/graduate-studies/research-

interests. Professors’ research interests are also listed later in this handbook.  

What kind of group do I want to work in? 

 Large vs. small groups, established vs. expanding, teamwork vs. independence. 

 Speak to the professor in person. 

 

http://www.mcgill.ca/biochemistry/graduate-studies/research-interests
http://www.mcgill.ca/biochemistry/graduate-studies/research-interests
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What can I do to prepare myself? 

 Work in labs as a summer student: Do your homework first - check out our website and 

read the research project of the laboratory you wish to work in before applying. Be prepared 

to answer questions at the interview. For the interview, make sure to bring your CV and a 

copy of your academic record with you (which you can print out from MINERVA). 

 Take research project courses as part of your undergraduate studies (BIOC 396, 462, 491). 

 Look for part-time work in labs during the school year. 

 Study hard and ace your exams! 

 Who else can I talk to? 

 

 For a student perspective, talk to someone in the Biochemistry Graduate Students Society 

(BGSS): www.mcgill.ca/biochemistry/graduates/society/; www.bgss.mcgill.ca/;                                

 Make an appointment with your academic advisor. 

 Make an appointment with the Student Affairs Officer, Christine Laberge, by e-mail: 

christine.laberge@mcgill.ca 

Funding for Graduate Studies 

Though funding at the undergraduate level for graduate studies is not abundant, there are a few 

possibilities for those interested in doing research. Check the Biochemistry Bulletin Board (9th 

Floor, McIntyre Building) periodically for news of upcoming fellowship competitions. Fellowships 

for postgraduate studies are    extremely competitive. Have a look at the Fellowship website for 

more information on competitions, submission dates, and how to apply: 

www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/fellowships. Have a look at the website in August and check it 

regularly to keep up to date.  

Info Sessions for Fellowships  

Each year, the Office of Fellowships and Awards offers workshops on graduate fellowship 

competitions, including an overview of eligibility criteria, application procedures and tips on how 

to write a winning fellowship application. Students are advised to check the FRSQ Santé (FCAR) 

and NSERC agency websites as soon as possible in the school year (late August/early September) 

in order to be prepared with questions for the Fellowships Office staff. 

Workshops are generally held during the first and second weeks of September.  Please visit the 

Fellowships website often in late August/early September for these important dates. 

Office Location: 

James Administration Building 

845 Sherbrooke Street West 

Room 400, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2T5 

Tel.: 514-398-3990, Fax: 514-398-2626. 

  

http://www.mcgill.ca/biochemistry/graduates/society/
http://www.bgss.mcgill.ca/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gps/students/fellowships
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Points to Ponder… 

 

 Before making any changes to your record (i.e. changing your program), please consult your 

Academic Advisor or the Student Affairs Administrator in Biochemistry.  There are 

resources at McGill to help you, therefore, if you are unsure of anything, please ask. The 

Undergraduate Calendar, this handbook, the Biochemistry website, the Student Affairs 

Officer, the Student Affairs Coordinator, and the academic advisors are all here to help you.   

 

 Please note: any changes you would like to make to your record must be made by you on 

Minerva. That is, if you decide to change your program, you must update your record on 

Minerva. It is important to consult your advisor before making changes to your record. 

However, simply informing your advisor doesn’t make the change happen – YOU are 

responsible for updating your record on Minerva. When reviewing files for graduation, if your 

record indicates Major Program, for example, the requirements for that program will be 

checked. That is why it is important check your record throughout your degree program and 

make sure it is up to date. Nothing is automatically assumed, and we can’t change your 

program without your permission.  Please also make sure to keep your address and telephone 

number current on MINERVA, just in case we need to reach you. 

 If you are considering taking an elective outside the Faculties of Arts and of Science, make 

sure to consult the list of permitted courses: 

https://www.mcgill.ca/science/undergraduate/handbook.  A list of regulations and 

approved/not approved courses in other faculties is posted; students may take courses on the 

approved list and may not, under any circumstances, take courses on the not-approved list.  

Requests for permission to take courses that are not on either list should be addressed to the 

Associate Dean (Student Affairs) Dawson Hall. 

 Reminder: if you have not completed your program requirements, you cannot graduate. If your 

program changes after you have started and you are not sure whether to follow the old one or 

the new one, check with the Student Affairs Coordinator. It is ultimately your 

responsibility to keep informed about your program.  

 

 The Student Affairs Administrator and Student Affairs Coordinator are here to help you, so 

if you need assistance, e-mail either Carmen Aimee carmen.paezmendoza@mcgill.ca  or 

Briana Blair undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca. Spending a few minutes with either can perhaps 

save you a lot of headaches and relieve some stress; it may not be as drastic a problem as you 

think! Also, check with your peers or with the BUGS Council – they may have gone through 

the same experience you’re going through and may be able to help.  

 

  

 

mailto:carmen.paezmendoza@mcgill.ca
mailto:undergrad.biochem@mcgill.ca

