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Minutes of the meeting of the Faculty Council held on Tuesday, September 28, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. 
via the Zoom Conferencing Application. 

 
SECTION I – INTRODUCTORY BUSINESS 

 
1. Welcoming Remarks 

 
The Interim Dean and Chair, Dr. Mary Hunter, welcomed everyone and before going any further 
declared that McGill University is on land which has long served as a site of meeting and 
exchange amongst Indigenous peoples, including the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations. 
The Chair acknowledged and thanked the diverse Indigenous peoples whose presence marks this 
territory on which people of the world now gather. 

Quorum was achieved with more than 50 voting members present. The meeting was called to order 
at 3:05 pm. 

 
 

2. Announcements 
 

The Chair introduced Professor Isabelle Daunais (Chair, RSC Committee, Academies I and II) 
to the floor to announce the election of Fellows to the Royal Society of Canada and to say a few 
words about their career and research: 

 
Professor Frédéric Charbonneau, Département des littératures de langue française, de 
traduction et de création (DLTC) 
Spécialiste de la littérature française du 18e siècle et reconnu comme l'un des meilleurs spécialistes 
du genre des Mémoires, particulièrement de l'œuvre de Saint-Simon, Frédéric Charbonneau a 
renouvelé en profondeur notre compréhension de cette forme de littérature factuelle, à la fois en 
l'abordant dans sa dimension discursive et en soulignant son rôle dans l'élaboration de la 
singularité inviduelle moderne. 

 
Frédéric Charbonneau travaille dans le domaine de l'histoire des idées et s'intéresse notamment 
aux liens qu'entretiennent les sciences et la médecine avec la littérature savante. 

 
Professor Dietlind Stolle, Department of Political Science 
Professor Dietlind Stolle is an accomplished and creative political scientist whose research centers on how 
citizens contribute to the making of a successful democratic society. She is one of the world’s leading 
experts on citizen political participation, civic engagement, social trust and the consequences of ethnic 
diversity. 

 
She was one of the first scholars to coin the term “political consumerism” and to promote its systematic 
study, resulting in new insights into this type of participation for democracy and inequality. 

 
 

The Chair then introduced Professor Daniel Béland (Director of the McGill Institute for the 
Study of Canada) to the floor to give the citation for Professor Aedan Alderson for having been 
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awarded the Charles Bronfman and Rita Mayo Award for Excellence in Teaching. 
 

Aedan Alderson 
Aedan taught for the first time at MISC last fall and adapted wonderfully considering he taught online during 
a pandemic. His dedication, hard work, organization and passion provided students with a better 
understanding of key currents in Indigenous Issues. 

 
Aedan Alderson embodies the excellence to which the title of this Award refers and we are very happy to 
make him the recipient of this award for 2020-2021. 

 
3. Guests and Speaking Rights 

 
The Chair asked that the “raised hands” feature be used on Zoom and to use the “Chat” function for 
information. The Chair also asked that everyone introduce themselves to make it easier to identify 
who is speaking. 

 
4. Approval of the Agenda 

Associate Dean David Wright moved for the Agenda to be approved. 

The Agenda was unanimously approved. 

5. Approval of the April 26th and May 25th Minutes 
 

Associate Dean Manuel Balan moved for the April 26th Minutes to be approved. 

Associate Dean Manuel Balan moved for the May 25th Minutes to be approved 

The April 26th and May 25th Minutes were unanimously approved. 

 
6. Business Arising. 

There was no business arising from the April 26th and May 25th Minutes. 
 

SECTION II – REPORTS 
 

7. Report of the Interim Dean – Dr. Mary Hunter 
 

The report was presented by the Interim Dean. Appreciation was extended to those reaching out 
via email, phone as communication during the pandemic has been very challenging. These have 
allowed the Interim Dean to better advocate for the Faculty of Arts. The Interim Dean along 
with the Associate Deans is working with the Student Groups to keep the dialogue open. The 
Chair is asking that if there are any concerns to feel free to discuss them with her and the 
Associate Deans. 

 
Senate has formed an Ad hoc committee which the Interim Dean has supported to relay student 
and staff views with EOC for consulting and advising purposes so that more of a dialogue will 
take place. 

 
The floor was opened for any questions or comments. There were none. 

 
8. Report of the Associate Dean of Administration and Oversight, Professor Michael Fronda 
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The report was presented by the Associate Dean of Administration and Oversight. Associate 
Dean Fronda explained the three main responsibilities in his portfolio (academic programs, 
space, oversee the Library). The following information was given regarding the Leacock Project: 

 
Academic Space. 
The scoping project (a high level of consultation) for the Leacock Building renovations is going 
very well. The workshops held have concluded and a preliminary report is being worked on and 
to be submitted. 

 
The floor was opened for any questions and comments. There were none. 

 
9. Report of the Associate Dean of Research and Graduate Studies, Professor José Jouve- 

Martin 
 

The report was presented by the new Associate Dean who explained the responsibilities of the 
portfolio. A couple of main points were made: 

 
1. Assistance is being offered for those who are writing research grants. If assistance is required 

they are to contact the Associate Dean or Dr. Kathleen Holden (Kathleen.holden@mcgill.ca). 
Bear in mind that contact for assistance should be made well in advance of the research grant 
deadline. 

 
2.  GPS has announced that Doctoral oral defenses can now return to being held in-person as well 

as hybrid. GPS will no longer be providing the Zoom link, however, this will now be the 
responsibility of the respective Department. 

 
3. The new admission system’s launch has been delayed. It has been delayed until will the next 

academic year, September 3, 2022. 
 

4. A reminder to graduate students that the deadline for submitting applications to FRQSC for 
funding is October 13th. Note that students enrolled for Winter 2021 are eligible to apply. 

 
The floor was opened for questions and comments. There were none. 

 
10. Report of the Associate Dean of Faculty Affairs, Professor David Wright. 

 
The report was presented by the new Associate Dean (Faculty Affairs), Professor David Wright, 
who introduced himself to the floor and pointed out that this was an interim position of one year. 
He explained the responsibilities of the portfolio: to oversee human resource procedures for 
academic staff, focusing on recruitment, reappointment, promotion, retention, leaves and 
retirement. He is also working with Professor Michael Fronda in an ongoing initiative to update 
Arts governance protocols as well as (with the Dean) EDI initiatives. 

 
The floor was opened for questions and comments. There were none. 

 
11. Report of the Associate Dean of Student Affairs, Professor Manuel Balán 

 
The report was presented by the new Associate Dean of Student Affairs, Professor Manuel Balán 
who introduced himself and explained the responsibilities of the portfolio. A couple of points 
were made. 

mailto:Kathleen.holden@mcgill.ca
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1.  Enrolment is stable. With 600 undergraduate courses, seating in these courses is very stable 
and occupancy is at 86%. 

 
2. Advising is very active. So far 1500 on-line appointments have been made in one month in 

response to 3,000 emails. 
 

3. There will be an Open House on October 16th. It is to be held virtually and is a university- 
wide recruitment event for new students. 

 
The floor was opened for questions and comments. There were none. 

 
12. Report of the Governance Working Group, Professor Michael Fronda 

 
The Report was presented by the Chair of the Governance Working Group. A historical 
background was given to the forming of this Working Group. The working group is comprised 
of 3-6 members and still looking for volunteers to work on upcoming projects such as updating 
the Terms of Reference for the Arts Council, composition of Council and establishing a quorum. 

 
The documents submitted for today’s meeting are for feedback and information only. 

The floor was opened for discussion. 

Questions and comments were raised regarding interest in volunteering, proportional 
representation, and the need for quorum. 

 
The Chair of the Working Group urged those who would like to give feedback and have questions 
to contact him by email. 

 
13. Report of the Curriculum Committee, Professor Michael Fronda 

 
The Report was presented by the Chair of the Curriculum Committee. The Chair of the Committee 
explained the Report submitted to the Arts Council and motioned for the Report to be accepted. 

 
Rine Vieth and Eugenio Bolongaro seconded the motion. 

 
The floor was opened for questions and comments. There were none. 

 
The motion to accept the Curriculum Committee Report was carried with 54 in favour and 0 
against by a poll vote. 

 
14. Report of the Nominating Committee, Professor Michael Fronda 

 
The Report was presented by the Chair of the Nominating Committee. The Chair of the 
Committee explained the Report submitted to the Arts Council and explained the history of the 
Committee’s formation. 

 
The Chair of the Nominating Committee motioned for part 1 of the Report to be accepted. 
Eric Wilkinson seconded the motion. 

 
The floor was opened for questions and comments. There were none. 

 
The motion to accept Part 1 of the Nominating Committee Report was carried with 56 in favour 
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and none against by a poll vote. 
 

Part II of the report was explained. The Chair of the Nominating Committee motioned for part 
II of the Report to be accepted. 
Eric Wilkinson seconded the motion. 

 
The floor was opened for questions and comments. There were none. 

 
The motion to accept Part II of the Nominating Committee Report was carried by a poll vote with 
53 in favour, one against and three abstentions. 

 
15. Report of the Arts Undergraduate Society (AUS), Adin Chan, President 

 
The Report of the AUS was presented by its President. 

 
Summer Activities 
● Frosh was a success 
● Rebranded – new website 
● Meetings with Teaching and Learning Services pushing for mandatory accommodations 

instead of case -by-case model – having accessible class recordings are essential for keeping 
campus safe 

 
Fall 
● Challenging Transition: lack of institutional memory for in-person activities 
● First Legislative Council on September 9 
● SNAX Café Update 

We have permission but we are waiting on McGill facilities to build a sink and provide 
electricity to the space 

 
● Bringing back our services and resources 

- Laptop Lending 
- Essay Writing Centre 
- Peer Tutoring 

 
The floor was opened for questions and comments. There were none. 

 
16. Report of the PGSS 

The Report of the PGSS was presented by PGSS representative Eric Wilkinson. 

Current representatives: Kristi Kouchakji, Eric Wilkinson, Rine Vieth, Étienne Poirier 

Announcements: 
1. Graduate students looking to get more involved with PGSS or the University are 

encouraged to apply to be a committee. The application form and a list of committee 
vacancies are available on this page: https://pgss.mcgill.ca/en/get-involved. 

 

2. The StudentCare change-of-coverage and opt-out period deadline is September 29, 
2021. Students must finalize any opt-outs, self-enrollments or other changes to their 
Health and Dental plan by this date through the StudentCare website: 
https://www.studentcare.ca/rte/en/McGillUniversitygraduatestudentsPGSS_Home. 

https://pgss.mcgill.ca/en/get-involved
https://www.studentcare.ca/rte/en/McGillUniversitygraduatestudentsPGSS_Home
https://www.studentcare.ca/rte/en/McGillUniversitygraduatestudentsPGSS_Home
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3. There are 5 PGSS Travel Award application periods this year. Students may apply for up 
to $1000 in funding. The current application deadline is October 15, 2021 and covers 
events taking place between November 15, 2021 and December 15, 2021 
a. Students who only became PGSS members in the Fall 2021 may retroactively 

apply for funding for events that took place in September 2021. 
b. We are not presently funding any actual travel, unless approved by the EOC. 
c. For more information about the PGSS travel award program please visit: 

https://pgss.mcgill.ca/en/pgss-travel-grants. 
 

4. Post-Graduate Student Associations (PGSAs) and student groups may apply for funding 
for events through the PGSS grants program. Applications are due on the 15th of each 
month. Groups may apply for up to $1200 in funding. 
a. For more information about the PGSS grants program please visit: 

https://pgss.mcgill.ca/en/pgss-grants. 
 

5. The Thomson House bar and restaurant are now open. Proof of vaccination is required 
for entry. For hours of operation, please visit: http://thomsonhouse.ca/home. 

 

6. Upcoming virtual PGSS events include: Tournament Night on October 14, Trivia Night on 
October 7, Language Cafe on October 1 and Board Games Night on October 1. 
a. To view and register for events please visit: 

https://pgss.mcgill.ca/en/controllers/events. 
 

Updates: 
1. The PGSS Internal Affairs Committee organized over 16 virtual and in-person orientation 

events for new and incoming students. Highlights include: 
a. Orientation Music and Comedy Festival (130 registrants) 
b. Health Insurance Info Sessions (200+) registrants 
c. Innovation Info Session in collaboration with the McGill Engine and MITACS (49 

registrants) 
d. Support, Resources and Rights for Graduate Students Panel (73 registrants) 
e. Mont-Royal Hikes (110 registrants) 

 
2. Leisure courses will begin on Monday, September 21. French (Levels 1 to 5), Spanish 

(Levels 1 and 3) and Yoga are being offered this term 
 

The floor was opened for questions and comments. 
 

The Chair expressed her admiration and appreciation to both the AUS and PGSS representatives 
for the tremendous work they have been able to carry out during these challenging times. 

 
17. Motion to affirm AFC Jurisdiction, PGSS Representative Rine Vieth 

 
The motion was seconded by Derek Nystrom and Darshan Daryanani. The motion presented by 
PGSS Representative Rine Vieth, affirms that each Faculty has the control to affirm their motive 
of instruction per institutional guidelines. 

 
The floor was opened for questions and comments. A discussion was held on the motion 
presented. 

 
Points were made by Faculty Council members with regard to governance issues and procedures 
– does the Faculty of Arts have the right and whether this is more of an academic policy issue. 

https://pgss.mcgill.ca/en/pgss-travel-grants
https://pgss.mcgill.ca/en/pgss-grants
http://thomsonhouse.ca/home
https://pgss.mcgill.ca/en/controllers/events
https://pgss.mcgill.ca/en/controllers/events
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How would this Motion work going forward if it were carried. 
 

Arts Counts Council member Brian Trehearne moved that the voting of the Motion be postponed 
to the next Arts Council Meeting due to current time constraints and the complex issues the 
Motion entails. 
Erik Kuhonta and Trevor Ponech seconded the move. 

The floor opened for the discussion of the Motion. 

It was recommended that further discussions be held as to its composition with a final 
resubmission. The motion’s document would not likely be accepted and acted upon before the 
Winter semester. 

 
It was moved that the voting of the Motion to Affirm AFC Jurisdiction be postponed to the next 
meeting of the Assembly, that being the next Arts Council Meeting on October 26th. The poll 
vote was carried with 40 in favour, 16 against and one abstention. 

 
The Chair decided that the voting of the Motion be postponed and thanked all those who 
participated in this discussion and hoped that the points made will be clarified going forward. 

 
18. Adjournment 

 
There being no further business, the Chair moved that the meeting be adjourned. 
Francisco Ruge-Murcia and John Galbraith seconded the motion. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:07 p.m. 

 
 

END 
The complete documents, including presentations at the Faculty Council, are kept as part of the official minutes. 
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