
◦  

History

Bill C-15 is a bill that proposes to 
ensure that the laws of Canada are 
consistent with the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).  

While it is often described as 
enshrining UNDRIP into Canadian law, 
Bill C-15 will not directly implement 
UNDRIP’s 46 articles into Canadian 
law. Instead, this bill proposes to 
establish a framework for the 
implementation of UNDRIP into 
Canadian law.  

It requires a minister to be appointed 
and made responsible for preparing 
and implementing a plan to achieve the 
objectives of UNDRIP “in consultation 
and co-operation with Indigenous 
Peoples”.  

Bill C-15 was passed by the Senate 
officially on June 16 2021. 
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BILL C-15 Support
• Natan Obed (president of the Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami – 

which co-developped the bill with the federal 
government) stated that the Bill creates a new avenue for 
Indigenous peoples to seek justice in courts  

◦ “This legislation is really a test on whether or not specific 
political parties or specific jurisdictions accept that 
Indigenous peoples have human rights” - Obed 

◦ “If governments are still in the place 
where they’re fighting against Indigenous peoples rights, 
what they’re really saying is that human rights apply to 
some of their constituency but not all. I hope that political 
parties can understand that this is actually what is at 
stake here” - Obed

• Russell Diabo, an Indigenous Policy Analyst and member 
of the Mohawk Nation at Kahnawake has firmly 
opposed Bill-C15 claiming it to be “an attack on 
Indigenous sovereignty and self-determination”. 

• He argues that the bill will be used to reinforce the status 
quo: “Bill-C15 makes it clear that existing national laws-
many of which violate Indigenous rights will prevail over 
UNDRIP” - Diabo

• He believes that Bill C-15 delivers the opposite of what it 
promises: “If Bill C-15 becomes law, all 46 Articles of the 
UN declaration will be interpreted and implemented 
through the colonial Canadian constitutional framework, 
instead of respecting international law regarding the rights 
of Indigenous Peoples” - Diabo
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Criticism

• Conservatives are pushing back on BillC-15. 

•Fears that UNDRIP’s requirement that governments seek 
“free, prior and informed consent” (FPIC) from 
Indigenous communities before pursuing any project that 
affects their rights and territories will give Indigenous 
communities an effective veto over development projects

•“When a First Nation says no to a project, does that 
mean it’s dead?” - Jamie Schmale (Conservative Crown-
Indigenous relations critic + conservative MP) 

Diabo and Saganash debate Bill C-15

• An Open Letter that was published in The Hill 
Times on March 9th, 2021, garnered 200+ signatures 
from various Indigenous groups (such as Assembly of 
First Nations), organizations (such as Amnesty 
International Canada), activists and experts who were 
in support of the bill  

◦ This Cree Nation also displayed their support for Bill 
C-15 by sponsoring the Open Letter  

The Union of British Columbia Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) show 
their support for Bill C-262

• September 2007: UN General 
Assembly adopted the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples (UNDRIP)   

• Majority of countries (144) voted 
in favor of UNDRIP but 4 
countries opposed: Canada, the United States, 
New Zealand and Australia.

•UNDRIP: 46 articles on topics ranging from 
equal rights, self-determination and rights to 
traditional lands  

• 2010: Canada shifted its position and was 
in favour of UNDRIP 

• 2014: Attempt to enshrine UNDRIP into 
Canadian law – private member’s bill - Romeo 
Saganash’s (NDP) bill C-641  
- Defeated in second reading May 2015

• 2016: Attempt to have UNDRIP “affirmed as a 
universal international human rights 
instrument with application in Canadian law”  - 
Romeo Saganash’s (NDP) private member’s 
bill C-262  
- Failed to pass in the Senate in 2019  

Ellen Gabriel, one of the signatories of the open letter holding a copy of 
the Kanien’kehá:ka (Mohawk) language version of UNDRIP at the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s Closing Events June 1, 2015.

Some believe Bill C-15 is needed to ensure the 
protection of Indigenous rights


