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Considering debt and credit networks in 17" and 18" centuries in language became influential in how members of ogie s pel poc f

New France is intriguing for a few reasons. For one, there were
several major reformations of silver coins in the reign of Louis XIV
and Louis XV. The value of any French coin could not be trusted to
be worth it’s face value of a livre, sol or denier. Some transformed
their coins into silverware as a safer method of securing assets.
Second, from 1685 onwards, card money and negotiable bills of
exchange made up a large amount of what was exchanged. The
“monnaie de carte” were subsequently outlawed, then later
deemed to be legitimate but worth half their original value.
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value money when its legitimacy was in question. More generally, |- , | o i 70 He learned but surety-like to write for me
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society understood their relations and obligations T ygen,
to one another, consider the economic language s s b
used in Shakespeare’s Sonnet 134 [1609]

So now | have confessed that he is thine,
And | my self am mortgaged to thy will,
Myself I'll forfeit, so that other mine
Thou wilt restore to be my comfort still: Aot

But thou wilt not, nor he will not be free, .
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Profit Not Primary Goal
o P In France, profit calculations were non-existent at vy Gt utie ml L B i
- . pom— Monnaie de carte the time. Double-entry booking did exist, but the
Bt First introduced in 1685 by Jacques de priority of keeping tabs was to know who owed who
- - - Meulles. He was pressed for ways to what, not “how much am | worth?” Prior to the 19t
Injury of Reputation pay for soldiers work. Left with no pay, century, there was no such thing as calculating a
Due to how important the maintenance of a solid reputation was, they were forced to find work in the return on investment. The purpose of keeping a tab

any insult that might spread into a rumour was frequently seen as colony. Cards had nothing printed on was to keep track of credit. [ Voo shode draib el {al
worse than just an economic loss. In a precursor to modern day their reverse, which meant they were e SR NS, ¥ {6

/
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in several other cases. Luckily seven witnesses were present, who it prevented de Meulles from having to commissary of the Marine in Canada. After 1700, La
testified in court. borrow more from local merchants, Touche moved back to France, but he had left a number
and it also conveniently kept the of unclaimed debts in Montreal. He entrusted Pierre S e Pt st it g

French from trading with foreigners. Raimbault to collect unpaid debts for him. La Touche (Pr affiire Car parv fous Ul fiva Conbummes Lomme

Territoires ayant été a un moment controlés par la
France durant la période 1534-1803
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alors que la Nouvelle-France en comptait plus de 150.




