
Years of Churches’ Registries
• Evangelismos Greek 

Orthodox: 1906-1917
• St. Nicholas Antiochian

Syrian Orthodox: 1907-1916
• St. Nicholas Syrian Orthodox: 

1906-1916
• St. Mary’s Annunciation 

Roumanian Orthodox: 1914-
1916

Exogamous Couples Recorded at Each Church

Source: BAnQ

There is much variation within and between each 
registry regarding information and format, as 

well as inconsistencies in orthography. The same 
surnames may be spelled differently, but they 
may also be misspelled because the priest is 

recording a name from a language other than his 
native tongue. In recording this marriage, Father 

Papageorgopoulos of Evangelismos hellenized the 
Bucovinian name “Ianusch,” as signed by the 

bride, to “Giannos.”

Aftimios Ofiesh, Pastor of St. 
Nicholas Syrian Orthodox Church. He 
also served St. Nicholas Antiochian
Syrian Orthodox Church and later 

became the Archbishop of Brooklyn.

Source: ROCOR Studies 

I went through the baptism, marriage, and burial registries four Orthodox 
churches in Montreal over twelve years and recorded dates and 
demographic information of the people recorded in the registries, such 
as age, hometown, and profession. 
Each church was established at the turn of the twentieth century to serve 
recent immigrants who arrived in Montreal during the period between 
1890 and 1920, the first wave of such Orthodox immigrants. The first of 
the four churches, Evangelismos, was a Greek Orthodox Church, 
primarily serving Greek immigrants and their children. The next two, St. 
Nicholas Antiochian Syrian Orthodox Church and St. Nicholas Syrian 
Orthdodox Church (often referred to as St. George, as it was later 
renamed) served Lebanese-Syrians. Finally, St. Mary’s Annunciation 
Roumanian Orthodox Church served Orthodox from Central and Eastern 
Europe, primarily those from Bucovina, a region which now lies in 
Romania and Ukraine. The church itself was under Bucovina’s 
Episcopate. 
Members of the same church did not necessarily come from the same 
regions or states. While most Greek Orthodox whose hometowns were 
recorded came from Greece itself, many were from Asia Minor, in the 
Ottoman Empire. Lebanese-Syrians came from the Ottoman Empire as 
well, and today’s Lebanon and Syria both lie in the region known as Syria 
at the time. Bucovina at the time was in Austria-Hungary.

Most marriages, revealed either by surnames or origins, were endogamous. 
Very rarely did anyone marry outside of his or her “group.” In the few cases 
exogamous marriages did take place, they were not with members of other 
Orthodox communities. Rather, Orthodox men are recorded as marrying 
Catholic or Protestant women, who were either native to Canada or came from 
English-speaking countries. As demonstrated by this chart, far more 
endogamous couples are found in the registries of Evangelismos Greek 
Orthodox Church than the three other churches. Here, I recorded people with 
endogamous marriages no matter their origins. Some of the couples appear in 
more than one registry. 

Overview

Although exogamy appears most frequently in the registries of 
Evangelismos, it is still out of the ordinary. Of 996 entries, 47 exogamous 
couples are recorded. As for the other churches, four of 278 entries at St. 
Nicholas Antiochian Syrian, eight of 788 at St. Nicholas Syrian, and two of 
317 at St. Mary’s Annunciation appear to record exogamous couples. 
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Despite the disparate geographic, linguistic, and cultural backgrounds of these 
immigrants, the registries reveal that each church served members of multiple 
Orthodox communities. For example Bucovinians appear repeatedly in the 
records of Evangelismos for baptisms, marriages, and burials, even after the St. 
Mary’s Annunciation was founded in 1913, and many Greek names appear in the 
Syrian registries as well. In fact, there are multiple instances where the same 
individuals are recorded at multiple churches.

Intermarriage

This graph charts the number of baptisms at each 
church between the years 1906 and 1918. It 

indicates population growth within these 
communities throughout the decade.
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Published in 1910, this article documents the 
charter and plans for the construction of a new 
church, “The Syrian Greek Orthodox Church of 
Saint-Nicholas of Canada,” spearheaded by the 
Syrian Orthodox Benevolent Society. The 
article suggests the importance of this 
development to the Syrian Orthodox of the 
City, but the wider Orthodox population of 
Montreal goes unmentioned. 


