
The group had recently been funded to explore the impact of COVID-19 on peer HIV researchers and to identify recommendations for academic researchers going forward.
Our key challenge was to identify a data collection method that was a good fit for our community partners and would work well online due to the limits of collecting data in

person during the pandemic. Going into creating the study design for this project, a few key principles were essential for conducting our research in a way that would reflect
community ethics, in addition to academic ethics. These were as follows: ensuring confidentiality for those who would want it, the ability to keep some sort of publishable

record, a process that would spark the possibility for connection between peers with potentially similar lived experiences, especially due to the isolation faced by many during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Drawing from oral history traditions was also important to our team. 

SHIFT: working for change in participatory research
How COVID-19 has affected labour conditions for peer researchers living with HIV
By Fern Lou Fernandez (BA Urban Studies),  Supervised by Dr. Zack Marshall (School of Social Work)

Interactive Map
This idea, inspired by zine makers, Queering the
Map, and the Common Threads project from the
Samuel Centre for Social Connectedness, was to
invite participants to create something based on
their own experiences during the pandemic. This

could be a work of art, a written sample, a video, or
an audio file, depending on the comfort and

interest of each individual. These would then be
displayed as an interactive online map, where

submissions could be clicked to view or listen to.
Because of the diverse formats offered, this would

allow participants to self-select for the level of
anonymity they would have. 

 

Collective Living Library
This was suggested during a consultation with three

team members living with HIV about the possibility of
using collective memory work as the framework for

this research. Inspired by the concept of digital living
libraries, as well as the group aspect of CBR, in this

method participants would gather in small groups with
a facilitator who would ask questions. Participants

would then be able to share their stories, and ideally
bounce off each other’s stories. Ideally, these would

happen in person in small groups across the country,
however it may also take place via videocall, situation
and location depending. We hope to begin this aspect

of the project in January 2022. 
 

Collective Memory Work 
Collective Memory Work (CBR) was created by and for women and falls
under the umbrella of Participatory Action Research. It seeks to break

down the hierarchy between researcher and participant by actively
involving participants in designing the questions and positioning them
as the experts on their own stories. It does, however, ask participants

to write in the third person and focus the analysis first on the
syntactical aspects of texts before going into the content. The content
is also intentionally disconnected from the writer in order for it to be

critiqued as a group without the writer feeling personally hurt. We
presented this method to several members of the research team.

Feedback from this group suggested that the removal of the self from
the individual’s story in order to critically analyze it would remove the

agency and individuality of  community experts.  


