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Introduction

As a part of Professor Peter Johansen’s wider research on the 
socio-politics of the Medieval period of modern Karnataka 
in Southern India, this research focuses on the extensive epi-
graphical record of the Chalukyas of Kalyana (sometimes 
known as the later Western Chalukyas), a prolifi c South Indi-
an dynasty that came to power in the late 10th century under 
ruler Taila II, lasting until the end of the 12th century.
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Figure 1: Genealogy of the Chalukyans of Kalyana from “Revised 
Chronological Table of the later Western Chalukyas” by A. Ven-
katasubbiah in “The Chronology of the Western Chalukyas of Kaly-
ani,” The Indian Antiquary 48 (1919):  6.

 

collective effort by a ‘guild’ or group of townspeople. This is 
noted in author G. R. Kuppuswamy’s Economic Conditions in 
Karnataka, A.D. 973-A.D. 1336.1

The epigraphic record is an invaluable source for the study of 
the Chalukyas of Kalyana, as well as the study of Medieval 
Karnataka on a broader scale. Each inscription contains a sig-
nifi cant amount of historically valuable information, such as 
the calendar year, the current regent, the names and boundaries 
of medieval towns, cities and capitals, as well as social struc-
ture and organization.

Objectives

• Locate Chalukyan inscriptions from the existing collection 
of Epigraphical sources.

• Review Chalukyan inscriptions that have been translated or 
summarized into English from their original Old Kannada 
and/or Sanskrit language. 

• Create a tabular database for the translated Chalukyan in-
scriptions, sorting them by date, location, and ruler.  This 
database also serves to highlight the donative activities 
within each inscription, such as the name and title of the do-
nor, what items were being donated, and to who or for what 
purpose. 

Sources
Below is a list of the main sources consulted in building the 
database. 

The Indian Antiquary
• A journal dedicated to the ‘multidisciplinary’ study of India. 

Many articles were dedicated to the study of numismatics, folk-
lore, religion, as well as the translation of the epigraphical re-
cord, which was the journal’s primary focus.2

• 62 volumes were published between 1872 and 1933. 

Epigraphia Indica
• As the name suggests, unlike the Indian Antiquary, the Epi-

graphia Indica focuses solely on epigraphic sources. 
• The journal consists of about 42 Volumes. The fi rst volume was 

published in 1882. 

Epigraphia Carnatica
• A book series by English Epigraphist Benjamin Lewis Rice.
• 12 volumes fi lled with detailed translations of South Indian In-

scriptions were published between 1886 and 1904. 

1  G. R. Kuppuswamy, Economic Conditions in Karnataka, A.D. 973-A.D. 1336., (Dharwar: Karnatak University, 1975), 2, 30.
2  Richard C. Temple, Fifty Years of “The Indian Antiquary, (Bombay, B. Miller, 1922), 3-4.

Mysore Inscriptions
• A book consisting of a collection of translations, with the ma-

jority based on a collection of photographs of inscriptions by 
Major Dixon. (See an example of Major Dixon’s photographs 
in fi gure 2).

• B. L. Rice published this book in 1879.
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Figure 3: Volumes 25-62 of the Indian Antiquary, photo by Audrey 
Gray

Throughout the dynasty, many inscriptions were produced, 
almost always written in Old Kannada and/or Sanskrit and 
engraved onto stone slabs or copper plates. The inscriptions 
themselves serve many functions, including eulogies, geneal-
ogies of distinguished families and accounts of military activ-
ities. However, most inscriptions’ primary function is to re-
cord donations, often of land or taxes, to religious institutions 
granted by fi gures such as royals, local offi cials, or as a 

Figure 2: A photograph of a Chalukyan inscription on a stone 
slab from “Silasasanam at Balligamve, From Major Dixon’s pho-
to” by John F. Fleet in “Sanskrit and Old Caranese Inscriptions,” 
The Indian Antiquary 4 (1875): 179.


