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Agenda

ARIA Awards

• The program
• Student & Professor roles
• Professor/Departments

12:00 – 12:20

How to get involved in 
Research

• Tips on finding the right project
• The application process

12:20-12:30

ARIA Speakers

12.30-12.45

Q&A Session

12:45-1:00



AIO 101 - What we do

https://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/

Internship 
opportunities

Funding 
opportunities

Training 
opportunities

https://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/
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Arts Undergraduate Research 
Internship Awards (ARIA)

https://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/research

 Established in 2010, the purpose of ARIA is 
to support undergraduate students 
who undertake research during the 
summer under the direct supervision 
of a faculty member. Students contribute 
to the professor’s research agenda while 
gaining useful academic research skills.

 38 students received $190,000 as 
recipients of the 2022 Faculty of Arts 
Undergraduate Research Internship Awards 
(ARIA).

 Congratulations to all the recipients and 
many thanks to all generous donors and the 
Arts Undergraduate Society (AUS).

https://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/research


Student Eligibility

Students must be enrolled in an undergraduate program in the Faculty of 
Arts (B.A., B.A. & B.Sc., B.Th, or BSW )

Have a minimum CGPA of 3.0

Have completed 60 credits prior to the start of the project

Be returning to undergraduate studies in Fall

One application per student/professor

Students may not apply if they have received an ARIA award in a 
previous year.

Be present on campus for the month of May



Benefits for Students

The opportunity to engage in a high level of 
scholarship, valuable in preparation for 
graduate studies

The opportunity to gain skills related to 
methods of inquiry in their discipline

The opportunity to receive academic 
mentorship from a faculty member



Role of the 
Student

❖ To support the research 
of their supervising professor 
by undertaking a specific
research internship 
project

❖ At the start of the project, 
students should meet with 
their supervisor to outline:

❖ Student Internship Plan 
(expectations & 
responsibilities) 

❖ Project timeline

❖ Meeting Schedule

❖ Learning goals & 
outcomes



Arts Undergraduate 
Research Awards

For Summer 2023, the Faculty of Arts will provide
undergraduate Research Internship Awards, each with a value
$2500.

These awards are matched by individual faculty members or
their departments ($2,500) to provide a total award of $5000
to the student.

Note: The research award should be processed using Banner Student Aid- only

https://www.mcgill.ca/financialservices/gfm/payments/bsa


How the program works

1. Students must find a supervising professor

2. The faculty member agrees to pay $2,500 toward the 
$5,000 award

❖ The Professor's Department Chair confirms the funds are 
available

❖ The research award should be processed 
using Banner Student Aid- only

3. Students and their supervisors apply jointly for the ARIA, 
using the one application form.

✓ The internship term lasts 11 weeks over the summer.

✓ Students must be on campus for the month of May

✓ Students will be expected to dedicate max. 25-30 
hours/week to their Research Internship

https://www.mcgill.ca/financialservices/gfm/payments/bsa


Getting involved in research 
(Get started)

Define your interests

❖ Follow your curiosity:

➢ The best research begins with an 
interesting question.

✓ What topics have interested you 
from class?

✓ What would you like to know 
more about?

✓ What else has been written on 
these topics?

❖ Build on your strengths:

➢ Take account of your academic 
skills.

✓ What types of assignments have 
you done best on?

✓ How can you sharpen the tools 
you have?

✓ What skills do you want to gain?



Talk to 
Professors 
(Next step)

Every professor & 
graduate student is 
involved in an ongoing 
research project. 

Take the time to find out 
about exciting research 
that is happening on campus.

Most departments list 
professors and their 
research interests.



Networking (other opportunities)

Take time to speak to 
people in your 

department to learn 
about ongoing research:

• Teaching assistants;
• Departmental advisors;
• Other students in your 

classes and conferences;
• Your departmental 

student association 
representatives;

• Arts Undergraduate 
Society

Attend events : Keep a 
keen eye on what’s 

happening on campus and 
meet the people involved

• Graduate student 
presentations

• Lunch-hour speakers' 
series

• Departmental events
• Special lectures and 

conferences being held at 
McGill





When to reach out?

As early as 
possible 

Deadline: 
February 26 



Application 
Form 

(demo)

DEADLINE TO APPLY: 
FEBRUARY 26, 2023

https://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/research


How to complete your application

4. Have your Supervising Professor submit the application by email to aio@mcgill.ca

CC the Department Chair / Head
Include the message outlined at the bottom of 

this page

3. Send the PDF to your Supervising Professor

Instruct them to review and get signature from the Department Chair/Head

2. Download full application into a PDF document

Click "Print or get PDF of answers" found in post-submission page

1. Students and supervising professors: Complete and sign the ARIA application form: ARIA 
Web Form

mailto:aio@mcgill.ca
https://www.mcgill.ca/arts-internships/research/how-apply
https://forms.office.com/r/vtn6Pb9JRQ


Summer Workshops

❖ Introductory Info Session

❖ Library Research Workshop

❖ Poster Workshop

an essential component of your ARIA award 



Student's Responsibilities

Submit documents after acceptance
Spring

Attend ARIA Introductory Information session
May

Participate in ARIA Library Research Workshops
June

Submit Social Media posts
Summer

Attend the social events
Summer

Submit a final report and a research poster
August

Participate in the Annual Undergraduate Poster 
Presentation and Research Event

Fall



Arts Undergraduate 
Research (Poster) 

Event

Held every year in the 
fall

Research Poster 
showcase









Cat Carkner
Urban Studies & Social 

Entrepreneurship

ARIA Recipient

Korea as model, too: The 
international circulation of 
'Korean-style' news towns



Taarini Andlay

International Development Studies

ARIA Recipient

Women’s Job Satisfaction in 
Nepal: A Sociological 

Analysis using a Human 
Development Lens



Alex Byrne
Political Science

ARIA Recipient

Misconstrued Montesquieu: The 
Spirit of the Law and
America’s Founding



Nguyet Ngo 
Psychology

ARIA Recipient

Familiarizing with 
autobiographical memory: an fMRI 

investigation into the role of 
familiarity in autobiographical 

remembering
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Stay Connected!

- Drop in everyday

- One on one advising

- Leacock 307

- aio@mcgill.ca
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Breakout Room – How To



Q&A – Networking

 Chose which breakout room(s) you would like to attend – you can 
manually move between rooms

 Each session will have a speaker and/or an AIO staff & other past 
interns

 Come back to main room to ask Anne or Jade any questions


