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About
This project advocates for a social

perspective of linguistic fieldwork. Many
field guides and field methods courses
focus on the technical elements of
fieldwork. However, fieldwork is always a
social undertaking, and the problems that
beginner fieldworkers face often have
nothing to do with linguistics! Fieldwork is
all about working with others in
meaningful ways. Taking this perspective
makes for better fieldwork.

This project supports Prof. Jessica
Coon’s upcoming book Linguistics in the
Field: A Slim Guide (part of Oxford
University Press’ “Slim Guides” series). It
is capstoned by an Internet resource:

fieldlinguistics.wordpress.com
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Stereotypes of the past

• Fieldwork is a one sided research
project in a remote community
conducted by an outsider: an Indiana
Jones, lone wolf type of person

• Fieldwork is about saving languages
for the sake of saving languages

Goals of the future

• Fieldworkers give back to the
communities they work with, and
involve them in the research process

• Fieldworkers balance academic
research goals with the community’s
practical goals, such as creating new
speakers through language education
programs

• Fieldworkers seek out opportunities to
work with endangered, minority, or
Indigenous language communities to:
• Expand linguistic scholarship to

non-European languages
• Contribute expertise to community

initiatives such as language
revitalization programs

• Fieldworkers in endangered language
communities work for future speakers
and learners (not for the sake of
saving languages)

• Instead of pursuing a single accepted
model of field research, fieldworkers
engage with communities to learn the
most meaningful ways to work
together towards mutual goals

• In the past, the field relationship was
mostly between the fieldworker and
the language

• Bringing the community into this
relationship allows fieldworkers to:
• Pay attention to the social

processes underlying fieldwork
• Build collaborative research models

that serve both academic and
community goals

Community-language relationship

• This relationship is about how a
community perceives the status of
their language

• Across the board, this relationship is
not always one-to-one: community
membership and language ownership
are sensitive topics

• Fieldworkers should pay attention to
this relationship and how it affects
research

Community-fieldworker relationship

• This relationship is about learning
how a community defines a good
relationship, and working toward this

• Building strong relationships in the
field is valuable as a research
strategy and support system

• Fieldworkers should consider the
people they work with as research
partners and not just participants
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