
FORM/POLITIC/BODY       ANDREWKING/AKA         DSTARCH677 
this studio is the second of two developed for CONTINGENT ARCHITECTURES.  the design process is examined through 
the tensions around the politics of the body.   this implicates the long and intense history of architectures relationship with 
questions of health and illness.  through the term, students will make a series of projects that examine how architecture can 
be implicated in the positioning of the body as a conceptual, critical and programmatic driver. within the studio the body is 
seen as subject, as consumer, as patient and as victim to form a laboratory of ideological positions on identity, health, 
gender, ethics and choice. this implicates architecture, its history and its future.  this work will manifest itself as object, form, 
space, materiality and tectonics. the studio proposes open strategies and criteria for the creation, representation and 
interpretation of the body in space, and the cultural implications of these strategies.  course work will be organized around 
three projects, each one focusing on specific ideological and critical concerns, and the need for particular architectural 
solutions.  the sequence of projects is proposed in increasing complex engagement of the body. a broader cultural and 
interdisciplinary discourse will be addressed through incorporation of perspectives from the arts, literature and film. 
representation and presentation skills are deemed an essential part of the course and students will be encouraged during 
each project to experiment and express their ideas through the use of different media.                 references / imperfect health   
the medicalization of architecture  exhibition and publication 2012 CCA montreal / reMembering the body gabrielle 
brandstetter and hortenia volckers   various essays 2000 hatje cantz publishers / fragments for a history of the human body 
parts one, two and three, 1989 ZONE books / edward scissorhands tim burton / blindness jose saramago / the plague albert 
camus / amanuensis angela silver /  imponderabilia marina abramovic / various works  rebecca horn / performing the body 
amelia jones / living structures  lydia clark / the tin drum  gunter grass 

3EXPERIMENTS1MEANING2EVENT3ENGAGEMENT 
 
EXPERIMENT1MEANINGPROSTHETICARCHITECTURE 
MEANING involves the critical and conceptual positioning of the project. the body is the defining element in the relationship 
between architecture and health.  it is prodded, measured, analyzed, observed.  it is somehow ʻdefinedʼ through gender, 
through age, through preconceived understanding of the ʻnormativeʼ.  it is inherently political. experiment 1 involves the direct 
engagement of the body through the making of a prosthetic device. this device is programmatically fluid. it must act on the 
body in some way, acting critically on the way the body functions in space. it may measure, augment, resist, support, 
contract, deform, compress, etc. it must define or redefine.  it will act on the body, as such it must be a material or 
composition of materials, assembled and tectonically present. it will involve a considered haptic experience.  it will be made, 
worn, experienced, felt. deliverable: 1:1 device project length:1 week, review: wednesday, may 9th 

EXPERIMENT2 EVENTABORTIONCENTREHIDDENARCHITECTURE 
EVENT the abortion clinic is a lightning rod of issues around the politics of the body. as an architecture, it involves choice, 
freedom, gender, surveillance, security, comfort, time and reflection. normative spatial experience is undermined through an 
inverted understanding of urbanity, public, of entry, of opacity/transparency, of comfort and discomfort. this is a hidden 
architecture, with a codified identity and geography, in many stealth, and in other overtly emblematic. this is architecture 
acting on the body but also defining the parameters of society. 
Deliverable: tba project length: approx. 2 weeks, review: wednesday, may 22nd 
 
EXPERIMENT3ENGAGEMENTSMALLHOSPITALCRISIS ARCHITECTURE 

ENGAGEMENT is an architecture of crisis. architectures responsibility is immense within the context of desolation, re-
defining community and urbanity through the intervention of space and form making.  ideologically and physically symbolic of 
a renewed commitment to built culture and physical health.  50 bed hospital for haiti  project length: approx. 4 weeks, final 
review: friday, june 22nd 

 



GENERAL INFORMATION 

Course number: ARCH 677 
Credits: 6 credits  
Time: May 2nd – June 22nd  2012 / Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 9.00am-5.00pm 
Place: MacDonald-Harrington Building, 5th floor studio 
Prerequisites: 
 
Instructor: Andrew King 
e-mail: andrewkingstudio@shaw.ca 
phone: 514 603 5524 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD 
Projects will be developed in a studio based system where the studio is to be understood as an active working space that will 
produce a collective and shared body of research and knowledge from which individual projects will emerge. Active 
participation both in programmed discussions and project review sessions (crits) is expected and should be understood as 
part of the learning process.  
Wednesday morning lectures (9am-1pm) will provide a multidisciplinary outlook incorporating approaches from art, film and 
literature contexts to address, from different perspectives, the architectural issues in discussion.  
 
 
FILM CYCLE (schedule tba)  
Safe, Todd Haynes, 1995 (allergies and pathogens)  
Contagion, Steven Soderbergh, 2011 (infectious diseases, quarantine) 
Session 9, Brad Anderson, 2001 (infectious diseases, quarantine) 
Citizen Ruth, Alexander Payne, 1996 (abortion) 
This Dust of Words, Bill Rose, 2008, Documentary (mental health) 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest (1975), Milos Forman (mental health) 
"House M.D." The Socratic Method, 2004 (mental health) 
“The Big C”, episode tba (cancer) 
“Nurse Jacky”, episode tba (hospital work) 
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- Giovanna Borasi, Mirko Zardini (eds.), Imperfect Health, The Medicalization of Architecture, Lars Muller Publishers, Munich, 
2012.   
- Architecture as placebo: Charles Jencks, The architecture of Hope, 2010.  
- Maggie Keswick Jencks, A View from the Front Line, London, 1995. 
- Susan Sontag, Illness as metaphor 
- Susan Sontag, Regarding the pain of others 
- G. Lakoff and M. Johnson, Metaphors we live by 
- Esther M. Sternberg, Healing Spaces: The Science of Place and Well-Being, Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 
Cambridge MA, 2010.  
- Howard Frumkin; Lawrence D Frank; Richard Jackson, Urban sprawl and public health : designing, planning, and building 
for healthy communities 
- Guidelines for design and construction of hospital and health care facilities : workbook, American Institute of Architects, 
Washington, D.C., 2001. 
- Wagenaar, Cor, The architecture of hospitals, NAI Publishers, Rotterdam 2006. 
- Carla Yanni, The architecture of madness: insane asylums in the United States, Minnesota Press, Minneapolis 2007. 
- Gabriele Brandstetter, Hortensia Völckers, , ReMembering the body, Hatje Cantz Publishers, Ostfildern-Ruit 2000.  
- Caroline Knowles, Bedlam on the streets, Routledge, London 2000. 
- Sander Gilman, Seeing the insane, 1982. 
- Henry Dreyfuss, Designing for people, Simon and Schuster, New York, 1955. 
- Henry Dreyfuss, The Measure of Man: Human Factors in Design, New York: Whitney Library of Design, 1960. 
- David Garcia , “Quarantine”, MAP, Copenhagen, 2010. 
- “Fare lʼambiente”, Lotus Navigator n. 5, Electa, Milan, 2002. 
- Stephen Verderber, David J. Fine, Healthcare architecture in an era of radical transformation, Yale University Press, New 
Heaven 2000. 



- Birgit Cold, Aesthetics, well-being and health: essays within architecture and environmental aesthetics, Ashgate, Burlington 
2001. 
- Roger S. Ulrich, “Effects of interior design on wellness: theory and recent scientific research”, Journal of healthcare in 
interior design, pp. 97-109. 
- Margaret Campbell, “What tuberculosis did to Modernism: The Influence of a Curative Environment on Modernist Design 
and Architecture”, in Medical History n. 49, 2005, pp. 463-488.  
- Michel Foucault, “The Crisis of Medicine and or the Crisis of Anti-medicine?”, Paper at the Institute of Social Medicine, 
Biomedical Center, State University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 1974. 
 
 
COURSE MATERIALS 
tba 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND EVALUATION 
Evaluation coefficients will be based on the complexity and length of each project. Reviews for each project are to be 
understood as a presentation of an on going process rather than a final product. Likewise the final review of June 22nd is 
expected to contain (in portfolio format) the work realized during the course.  
 
Project 1 – Review May 9th  15% 
Project 2 – Review May 23rd  25% 
Project 3 – Review June 22nd  45% 
Attendance and participation 15% 
 
 
 
MCGILL POLICY STATEMENTS 
1. “McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must understand the meaning and consequences of 
cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures” (see 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information). (approved by Senate on 29 January 2003) 
 
2. “In accord with McGill Universityʼs Charter of Studentsʼ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit in English or 
in French any written work that is to be graded.” (approved by Senate on 21 January 2009 - see also the section in this 
document on Assignments and evaluation.) 
 


