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Brief description: 

 

The following description will add context for the winter seminar: 
 
"As a gush of goodwill towards more convivial political, ecological and architectural ends, designers 

today need nonmodern agendas for architecture and energy that transcend the aberrant rationality of 

modern managerial preoccupations with efficiency, optimization and financialization. Towards those 

ends, in this seminar we will examine a disparate swath of intellectual and scientific histories, ranging 

from the ancients to the contemporary, to construct an understanding of how people in history, and from 

around the world, have attempted to dissipate forms of energy through building. Using a historical and 

scientifically valid but non-technocratic framework to understand these formations of energy building, 

this course will carefully consider the intellectual, formal and energetic legacy of building paradigms that 

existed prior to, and will soon exist again after, the radical transformations that occurred during 

modernization and industrialization. Rather than the modernist modalities of detachment and abstraction 

as the basis of order—the very modes of characteristic disenchantment that triggered Adorno and 

Horkheimer’s grave concerns about the enlightenment—this course will engage enchantment with the 

world as constitutive of nonmodern knowledge practices, politics, and ecology. We will study core 

concepts from fields of knowledge that stand to transform architecture today: thermodynamics, ecosystem 

science, political ecology, the ethics of care and repair, evolutionary physiology, and the history and 

philosophy of technology. We will look closely at a large range of nonmodern buildings and landscapes 

from around the world to reveal how they capture and channel energy in often astonishingly effective but, 

importantly, inefficient ways. A nonmodern praxis for architecture and energy begins, as this course does, 

with the full implications of the law of thermodynamics for design: the non-isolated propensities of our 

far-from-equilibrium world wherein form emerges to maximize the intake, transformation, and feedback 

of matter and energy. In contrast to prevalent understandings of energy, we will look at how in 

nonmodern formations of energy the aggregation of small scale components can reinforce large scale 

systems, and vice versa, specifically through the design and assembly of building. The course will be 

reading intensive, and will involve discussions, numerous nonmodern building examples and a few 

lectures." 

 

 

 


