
POINTE-ST-CHARLES
Montréal, Québec

Alley + Alleyness
This project imagines an intersection of 
urban alleyway and theatrical back-
stage.  Back-alley and backstage both 
participate in pragmatics - facilitating 
all that appears in the ‘house’.  They are 
spaces which extend, almost invisibly, 
behind, above, below and beyond.  
They accommodate apparatus which 
provide service and manipulate 
functions.  Their other-sidedness resists 
pretension and intention.  They are 
spaces of modest, improvised 
constructions and eclectic 
accumulations - tending to amass 
objects not for their immediate 
usefulness, but for their imagined 
potential.  In the alley, personal spaces 
open onto a collective passage, 
permitting extension, reception and 
inspiration. Thus, ‘back-alley’ 
conceived of as ‘backstage’ provides for 
not only the practical, but for the 
imaginary - allowing projects, which 
are perpetually in progress, a space to 
develop, to expand, and to continually 
provoke the imagination. 

Inspiring this mimetic analogue are the  
charmingly dilapidated and magically 
animated alleys and backyards of  
Pointe-St-Charles; a residential working 
class neighborhood in Montreal. 

Maps + Masks
Mapping qualities of a place remakes 
those qualities in a way which points to 
what is represented, but also in a way 
which suggests something further.  In a 
playful transcendence of the specificity 
of the site, the ‘map’ of the site became 
an object which is not only looked at, 
but looked through.   The 'map' makes 
manifest convictions, affecting the 

way in which one sees. Like a mask, 
which is itself an object, it can also be 
worn and carried with you - an artifice 
to look with, and thus to see beyond.

Puppets + Proxies
Crafted mediation, whether theatrical 
prop, qualitative map, or designed 
artifact, plays a role in arousing 
associations.  Puppets explicitly 
embody this capacity in that they are 
knowingly perceived as inanimate 
objects; yet, they are brought to life 
through the spectator’s imagination.  
The puppet, which is often a 
heterogeneous assembly of non-
precious pieces, is tethered by strings 
and rods to its manipulator who is 
usually inaccessible to view.  However, 
the simplicity and tactile transparency 
of the puppet’s movement does not 
diminish its magical allure.  

While imagining a program which 
might inhabit the alleyways of Pte-St-
Charles the notion of puppet theatre 
emerged.

Paths + Parades
A mobile miniature theatre, built as an 
aggregate of alley parts, developed and 
expanded into the alleyway behind Rue 
Ste-Madeleine.  It is a theatre whose 
backstage spaces are exposed to view.  
It shows the occupants of Pte-St-Charles 
qualities of their own backstage spaces - 
spaces of imagination, of which they 
themselves are stewards.  The play 
appearing in the theatre is the telling of 
the project itself.  Performing in this 
play are the experimental study models, 
posing as theatrical figures. 

Transporting the theatre from  Pte-St-
Charles to the exhibition required a 
path of practical and conceptual 
compatibility.  This path is indirect.  It 
weaved through Montreal's many 
varied yet essentially similar back-
alleys.  Perhaps this performance 
aroused for a moment the imagination 
of onlookers, who saw something 
curiously compelling making its way 
through their own backyards.

Looking at.

Seeing beyond...
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MAKING ONE'S WAY: MINIATURE THEATRES + ALLEY PERFORMANCES
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