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495th REPORT OF THE ACADEMIC POLICY COMMITTEE TO SENATE – Part A 

on the APC meeting held on October 31st, 2019 
  

I. TO BE APPROVED BY SENATE 
 

(A) NEW TEACHING PROGRAMS REQUIRING SENATE APPROVAL – none 
 

           School of Continuing Studies 
   Professional Development Certificate in Applied Artificial Intelligence (29-30 CEUs) – Appendix B 

APC approved, at its meeting of October 31st, 2019, reviewed and approved a proposal from the School     
of Continuing Studies to create a new Professional Development Certificate in Applied Artificial 
Intelligence. This non-credit program will the needs of professional who wish to further expand and 
depend their skills in application of machine learning and artificial intelligence. 

 
APC therefore recommends that Senate approve the following resolution: 

Be it resolved that Senate approve the proposed Professional Development Certificate in Applied 
Artificial Intelligence (29-30 CEUs) 

 
(A) ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE ISSUES / POLICIES / GOVERNANCE/AWARDS– none 
 
(B) CREATION OF NEW UNITS / NAME CHANGES / REPORTING CHANGES – none 

 
(C) CHANGES IN DEGREE DESIGNATION – none 
 
(D) INTER-UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS – none 
 
(E) OTHER – none  

 
 
II. TO BE ENDORSED BY SENATE / PRESENTED TO SENATE FOR DISCUSSION – none 
 
III.  APPROVED BY APC IN THE NAME OF SENATE 
 

(A) DEFINITIONS – none 
 

(B) STUDENT EXCHANGE PARTNERSHIPS / CONTRACTS / INTERUNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIPS  
 

Office of the Deputy Provost  
At its meeting of October 31st, 2019, APC reviewed and approved student exchange partnerships:  
 
- With the Vancouver Island University – Faculty of Arts – Canada 
- With the Macquarie University – Australia  

 
(C) OTHER – none 
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IV.  FOR THE INFORMATION OF SENATE 
 
A) ACADEMIC UNIT REVIEWS – none 

 
B)  APPROVAL OF COURSES AND TEACHING PROGRAMS 

  
1. Programs 

 
a) APC Approvals (new options/concentrations and major revisions to existing programs)  

 
i. New Programs- none 

 
ii. Major Revisions of Existing Programs - none 

 
 

b) APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) Approvals  
(Summary Reports:  http://www.mcgill.ca/sctp/documents/) 

 
i. Moderate and Minor Program Revisions  

Approved by SCTP on October 10th, 2019 and reported to APC on October31st, 2019 
  

School of Continuing Studies 
Professional Development Certificate in Executive Production in Creative Industries (26 CEUs)  

 
ii. Program Retirements – none 

 
2. Courses 

 
a) New Courses  

Reported as having been approved by SCTP October 10th, 2019: 10 
School of Continuing Studies: 10 
 

b) Course Revisions 
Reported as having been approved by SCTP October 10th, 2019: 14 
Faculty of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences: 8 
School of Continuing Studies: 2 
Faculty of Medicine: 4 
 

c) Course Retirements – none 
 
 

3. Other  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mcgill.ca/sctp/documents/








Approved by APC Oct, 31st, 2019

Approved by Senate Nov 21st, 2019











McGILL UNIVERSITY SENATE 

                 Memorandum 
 

Office of the Provost and Vice-Principal (Academic) 
James Administration Building, Room 504 
Tel: 514-398-4177 | Fax: 514-398-4768 

 
TO: Senate 

FROM: Professor Christopher Manfredi, Provost and Vice-Principal (Academic) and 

Chair of the Academic Policy Committee 

SUBJECT: Annual Report of the Academic Policy Committee (2018-19) 

DATE: November 8, 2019 

DOCUMENT #: D19-11 
ACTION INFORMATION APPROVAL/DECISION 
REQUIRED: 

 

 
ISSUE 

 
Presentation of the annual report of the Academic Policy Committee (the 
“APC”) on the APC’s activities for 2018-2019 and statement of its plans and 
priorities for 2019-2020, as required by Senate. 

BACKGROUND 
& RATIONALE 

As a standing committee of Senate, the APC is required to report annually to 
Senate on its activities of the past year and its plans and priorities for the 
upcoming year. 
The APC also presents regular reports at each Senate meeting. Full summaries 
of approval items can be found on APC’s webpage: 
http://www.mcgill.ca/apc/approvals. 

PRIOR 
CONSULTATION 

APC 

SUSTAINABILITY 
CONSIDERATIONS 

N/A 

IMPACT OF 
DECISION AND 
NEXT STEPS 

A report is presented to Senate annually. APC regularly submits a report on its 
activities to Senate, in the normal course of the governance year. 

MOTION OR 
RESOLUTION 
FOR APPROVAL   

This item is presented for information. 

APPENDICES Appendix A: Academic Policy Committee Annual Report 2018/2019 

http://www.mcgill.ca/apc/approvals
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D19-11 Appendix A 
McGill University 

Academic Policy Committee 
 

Annual Report 2018/2019 
 

Academic Policy Committee - Terms of Reference 
 

The Academic Policy Committee (“the Committee”) is a Standing Committee of Senate 
charged with making recommendations to Senate on all matters regarding academic policy. 
In particular, it shall, for the University and in consultation with Faculties, develop proposals 
for the establishment and continuous review of academic programs, policies and structures, 
and proposals relating to teaching, learning, and research. The Committee may create 
subcommittees or working groups to deal with issues as appropriate. 

 
The Committee shall review academic course and program proposals in order to determine 
whether they meet academic standards and are aligned with the academic mission and 
priorities of the University, whether they are based on an adequate body of knowledge, 
whether proposed teaching or learning methods and methods of evaluation of student 
performance are satisfactory, and whether the necessary human and material resources are 
in place. 

 
Membership in 2017/2018 

 
Provost, Chair C. Manfredi Ex-officio 
Associate Provost Equity and Academic 
Policies, Vice Chair 

A. Campbell Ex-officio 

Deputy Provost (Student Life and 
Learning) 
Chair, Subcommittee on Courses and 
Teaching Programs (SCTP) 
Chair, Subcommittee on Teaching and 
Learning (STL) 

F. Labeau Ex-officio 

Associate Provost, Graduate Education 
Dean, Graduate and Postdoctoral 
Studies 
Chair, Council of Graduate and 
Postdoctoral Studies (CGPS) 

J. Nalbantoglu Ex-officio 

Associate Vice-Principal (Research and 
International Relations) 

N. Ross Ex-officio 

Dean of Continuing Studies C. Weil Ex-officio 
Dean of Libraries or delegate C. Cook/C. Urbain Ex-officio 
Director, Teaching and Learning 
Services (TLS) 

L. Winer/ A. 
Finkelstein 

Ex-officio 

Board of Governors representative S. McDougall 2019 
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Faculty representatives: 
Faculty of Agricultural and 
Environmental Sciences 

 
P. Rohrbach 

 
2020 

Faculty of Arts M. Smith 2021 
Faculty of Dentistry M. Kaartinen 2020 
Faculty of Education M. Carter 2020 
Faculty of Engineering D. Lowther 2020 
Faculty of Law M. Antaki 2020 
Desautels Faculty of Management E. Sarigöllü 2019 
Faculty of Medicine D. Bernard 2020 
Schulich School of Music I. Cossette 2021 
Faculty of Science 

 
Students: 

A. Hundermer 2021 

SSMU Vice-President, University Affairs O. Abdul-Rahman 2019 
Undergraduate Student J. Shapiro 2019 
Undergraduate Student M Jennings 2019 
Graduate Student D. Rogers/TBD 2019 
MacDonald Campus Student 
representative 

S. Joshi 2019 

Continuing Education Student 
 

Voice but no vote: 
University Registrar and Director of 
Enrolment Services 

 
Secretary: 

R. Louisa 
 
 

G. Nycum 

2018 
 
 

Ex-Officio 

Academic Program Officer J. Degans/Y. Jouhari Ex-officio 
 

A. Summary of 2018-2019 activities 
 

Meeting dates: September 20th, 2018; October 25th, 2018; November 15th, 2018; December 
13d, 2018; February 14th, 2019; March 14th, 2019; April 11th, 2019; May 9th, 2019. 

 
Full annual summaries on APC’s activities and SCTP/CGPS/APC/Senate/Board approvals (with 
all reference details) can be consulted at: https://www.mcgill.ca/apc/approval-summaries 
 

1. Course and teaching program approvals: 
 

 2019-2020 2017-2018 2016-2017 2015-2016 
New programs 20 23 39 24 
Program retirements 41 43 25 16 
Major program revisions 20 13 7 9 

https://www.mcgill.ca/apc/approval-summaries
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Minor program revisions 164 174 263 92 
New courses 205 243 301 186 
Revised courses 419 370 486 319 
Course retirements 57 62 113 121 

 
 

2. International Education: student exchange programs (approved by APC) 
 

On October 25th, 2018, APC reviewed and approved: 
 

• Three faculty-specific exchange agreements, as follows: 
- between the Faculty of Engineering and École Polytechnique, Université Paris-Saclay 

(Paris, France) 
- between the Faculty of Engineering and Aristotle University (Thessaloniki, Greece) 
- between the Faculty of Engineering and University of Haifa (Haifa, Israel) 

 
On March 14th, 2018, APC reviewed and approved:  
 

• One faculty-specific exchange agreements, as follows: 
- between the Schulich School of Music and Central Conservatory of Music (Beijing, 

China) 
- between the Faculty of Engineering INSA Rouen (Normandie, France) 
 

3. Policies and standards 
 

APC reviewed and approved the following: 

- Guidelines for Developing a Service Portfolio for Librarians on October 25th, 
2018 

- International Education: Students exchanges, Approval process – revised on 
December 13th, 2018 

- Regulation on The Conduct of Research on December 13th,2018 
- Professional Development Certificate Definition – revised on May 9th, 2019  

4. Academic Entities  

New entities: 1 
- The Creation of the Institute of Health Sciences Education (Faculty of Medicine) was 

approved December 13th, 2018. 
Name change: 2 
- Renaming of the Department of Ophthalmology to Department of Ophthalmology and 

Visual Sciences was approved by APC on October 25th, 2018. 
- Renaming of the Département de langues et littératures françaises to Département des 

littératures de langue française, de traduction et de création was approved by APC on 
December 13th, 2018. 

 
5. Academic Unit Reviews 

 
In accordance with McGill’s Regulations on C y c l i c a l  Academic Unit Reviews, the 
documents pertaining to the following unit reviews were made available to APC: 
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• Office of Investment 
• Student Housing & Hospitality Services 
• Medical Physics Unit 
• Department of Art History & Communication Studies 
• Department of Linguistics 
• Biomedical Ethics Unit 
• Département de langue et littérature françaises 
• McGill School of Environment (Dean’s response is pending) 
• School of Computer Science 
• Department of Paediatric Surgery 
• Department of Political Science 

 
6. APC Subcommittee on Teaching and Learning (STL) 

 
- Developed a framework to guide peer assessment. 
- initiated a process for the revision of the Student Assessment Policy. 

 
7. APC Subcommittee on Courses and Teaching Programs (SCTP) 

 
- changed the advertisement policy for new programs, such that these do not require external 

approval (CPU and CEP). After SCTP’s approval, the latter will be advertised.   
- Established new guidelines for the creation of concentrations and options.  

 
8. Research Advisory Council (RAC) 

 
- endorsed the new Strategic Research Plan (2019-2023) 
- led consultation on the Policy on Research Centres. 
- released a revised version of the Regulation on the Conduct of Research.  

 
As per the its mandate, RAC members were consulted and/or updated on McGill’s involvement 
in several major grant competitions and government research initiatives throughout the year. 

 
9. Council of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (CGPS) 

 
In addition to reviewing and approving new graduate programs, graduate program 
retirements, and major and minor revisions to existing graduate programs, CGPS also 
reviewed and approved the following: 

- A Joint Doctoral Degree between McGill University and:  
• the University of Bordeaux, France, for students registered in the Ph.D. in Experimental 

Medicine (at McGill) and the students enrolled in a « Doctorat en science de la vie et de 
la santé ». 

• the University of « Avignon et des Pays de Vaucluse », France, for students in the Ph.D. in 
History (at McGill) and the students enrolled in a « Doctorat en histoire » 

• the University of Ottawa, Canada, for students in the Ph.D. in Biology and the students 
enrolled in Ph.D. in Biology 

• the University of KU Leuven, Belgium, for Ph.D. in Mechanical Engineering and students 
enrolled in Ph.D. in Engineering Technology.  

 
10. APC Subcommittee on Professional Programs (SoPP) 

 
- The Subcommittee on Professional Programs completed its regular meetings on the 

professional programs, accreditation processes and contract academic staff appointments. 
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B. APC plans and priorities for 2018/2019 

 
APC will continue its work reviewing and approving course and program changes as they 
arise. 

 
1. Academic Unit Reviews 

 
In accordance with McGill’s Regulations on Academic Units Reviews, documents 
pertaining to the following unit reviews will be made available to APC in 2019/2020: 

 
- Department of Surgery (Faculty of Medicine) 
- Redpath Museum (Faculty of Science) 
- Institute for Health and Social Policy [ad hoc] (Faculties of Medicine, Arts, Law) 
- Department of Anatomy & Cell Biology (Faculty of Medicine) 
- Department of Philosophy (Faculty of Arts) 
- Department of Biochemistry (Faculty of Medicine) 
- Department of Anesthesia (Faculty of Medicine) 
- Department of Psychiatry (Faculty of Medicine) 

 
2. Graduate Studies 

 
CGPS will work on establishing a framework for joint programs and degrees. New Graduate 
Programs proposals will be considered as they arise. 

 
3. Teaching and Learning 

 
STL will work on the following objectives: 

- Peer assessment of classroom teaching 
- Student Assessment Policy 
- Enhancing student engagement 
- Developing student’s learning skills 
- Indigenous approaches to teaching and learning at McGill. 

 
4. Research Advisory Committee 

 
RAC will address:  

- procedures related to the Policy on Research Centres 
- proposals to establish new Research Centres as they arise and to review the status of 

provisional  Research Centres. 
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