¥ Leadership for the Ecozoic

PhD Fellowship Application

Leadership for the Ecozoic,
Department of Anthropology, McGill University

The Department of Anthropology at McGill University in Montreal, Quebec is inviting
applications from prospective PhD students for Fall 2026 to join the seventh cohort of
Leadership for the Ecozoic (L4E) Fellows, alongside students from the University of
Vermont (UVM). This new cohort will become part of the growing L4E community, which
currently includes 45 current and former PhD Fellows from both McGill and UVM.

L4E offers exceptional graduate students the opportunity to collaborate in enabling a
socially just transition to a mutually enhancing human-Earth relationship. Inspired by
Ecozoic inquiry, L4E is a hub for collaborative research, teaching, and leadership.
Applicants to the McGill Anthropology PhD program, and to the L4E initiative would
demonstrate an interest in developing original anthropological research projects related
to this vision and purpose, to be shared with a richly interdisciplinary L4E community at
McGill and UVM.

Successful applicants will receive five years of funding to pursue their PhD in
anthropology while actively engaging in the L4E inter-university network via coursework,
workshops, webinars, retreats, and other collaborative activities. Students at McGill will
receive cutting edge theoretical training as well as instruction in both conventional and
experimental ethnographic methods for engaged research. They will have the
opportunity to partake in activities and lines of inquiry related to Territories of Life
initiatives of the Centre for Indigenous Conservation and Development Alternatives and
the Critical Media Lab and will also collaborate with L4E counterparts at the University of
Vermont.

About Leadership for the Ecozoic

The Ecozoic represents a vision for the future grounded in the mutual flourishing of
human societies and the broader community of life. LAE works toward that vision by: (1)
supporting transdisciplinary scholarship that empowers new leaders for the Ecozoic; (2)
building a research-to-action network; (3) engaging in communications and advocacy;
and (4) reimagining teaching and learning.
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https://www.l4ecozoic.org/
https://www.mcgill.ca/anthropology/graduate/phd
https://www.mcgill.ca/anthropology/research-centres/leadership-ecozoic-l4e
https://cicada.world/
https://criticalmedialabmcgill.com/
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L4E fosters interdisciplinary approaches to research at McGill University and the
University of Vermont (UVM). Research is anchored in the disciplines of anthropology at
McGill, and ecological economics at UVM. L4E PhD Fellows receive their degrees
through doctoral programs at each university. Inspired by Ecozoic inquiry, L4E is a hub
for collaborative research, teaching, and leadership. We cultivate a dynamic intellectual
community that includes students, faculty, visiting scholars, postdoctoral fellows,
activists, alumni, and Indigenous thinkers. Grounded in local partnerships, L4E combines
innovative theory and experimental ethnography to support a transition to the Ecozoic
era.

Diversity Statement

Justice, equity, diversity and inclusion are core values for L4E. We believe diversity of
lifeways and of lifeforms leads to resiliency and we celebrate the power of diversity in our
community relating to gender, race, socioeconomic status, culture, language, nationality,
religion and other ways of being, knowing and expression.

Qualifications

Acceptance to the Anthropology PhD program at McGill University and dedication to the
goals and principles of L4E.

Application

Interested applicants must apply to the McGill Anthropology PhD program by December
1, 2025. They should identify a potential supervisor in the Department of Anthropology
and propose an anthropological research project that has direct relevance to Ecozoic
issues, broadly construed.

Interested L4E applicants should familiarize themselves with the L4E Strategic Plan and
the L4E website and are requested to submit the following to Dina Spigelski
(dina.spigelski@mcgill.ca) with the subject line “L4E Application” by January 15, 2026:

1) 2-page cover letter

2)CV

3) 2-page statement of research interest

4) completed L4E Recruitment Questionnaire

L4E applicants interested in Ecological Economics at UVM should contact Julie Starr at
julie.starr@uvm.edu and apply by January 15, 2026.
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DtZFal4tQZbvm57eVfB2H96P2WDOSjZi/view?usp=sharing
https://www.l4ecozoic.org/
mailto:dina.spigelski@mcgill.ca
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GHe2UJQYdzqHBPAYZYSaDpJerO3LsRtr/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107630351043180906227&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://www.uvm.edu/cals/cdae/leadership-ecozoic-l4e
mailto:julie.starr@uvm.edu

