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Message from the Director 
 
Dear Colleagues and Students, 
 
I am pleased to share with you the winter issue of the Arts Multimedia Language Facility (AMLF) Newsletter. This 
edition includes articles on the various activities and projects undertaken at the AMLF this past semester.  
 
This continues to be an exciting time for us - a time of change and opportunity! As you may have already noticed, the 
AMLF has evolved in recent years from being exclusively a computer lab to what is now a language-learning, teaching, 
and research center.  

 
The newly launched Language Learning and Technology Professional Development Series continues to bring together Second/Foreign Language 
researchers and practitioners and building bridges between language departments here at McGill and with our three sister institutions in Montreal. 
It is just a first step toward the creation of a new L2 community of practice and research on campus and I am looking forward to our future gatherings, 
collaborations and informal exchanges on second language pedagogies. 
 
At the end of April, several members of our L2 community will be sharing their research at the upcoming 6th International Conference on Second 
Language Pedagogies, hosted by the French Language Centre. Don’t miss this great professional development and networking opportunity! More 
than one hundred L2 specialists from 17 countries will be in attendance. Good luck in advance to all the presenters and a great thank you to the 
organizers of this event. 
 
This past semester has also been an exciting time for students who have had the chance to participate in new activities, to explore new resources 
and to benefit from new services that the AMLF has to offer. The highlight of the winter semester was certainly the multimedia workshop Parlons 
Québécois !, organized as part of the campus-wide Francofête. The AMLF lounge will very soon become a resource center offering books and 
magazines in different languages. Not to forget our new video channels with micro-tutorials on the use of the AMLF language learning software.    
 
The newsletter concludes with some reading suggestions and professional development opportunities. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Natallia Liakina 
Director, French Language Centre and Arts Multimedia Language Facility 

 
The AMLF 2016 in numbers 
 
2762 faculty members and students used the AMLF in 2016 
 

 WINTER SUMMER FALL 
Number of languages 3 2 5 
Number of professors 13 6 23 
Number of courses 12 4 18 
Number of sections 23 6 38 

 
1024 hours of reservations  

31,933 hours of computer usage 
17 lab assistants 

 
 

Teaching  
Guided oral practice  

Group labs 
Exams and evaluations 

Professional Development Meetings 
Conversation groups 

Introduction to the AMLF sessions 
French Placement Tests 

Presentation of multimedia projects 
Film screenings 

Training sessions for language instructors (Can-8) 
Workshop on Language Learning Tools for students 

Autonomous practice 
Video shoots 

Library Resource Workshops 
Lab Assistants’ orientation and meetings 

In-class projects 

http://www.mcgill.ca/amlf
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6th International Conference on Second Language 
Pedagogies 

 
Hosted by the French Language Centre on April 27-28, the 6th 
International Conference on Second Language Pedagogies (SLPC6) 
will explore ways to research, implement and assess meaningful and 
authentic interactions in and beyond the second/foreign language 
classroom in today’s post-secondary education contexts. Some one 
hundred researchers and second language instructors will present 
innovative research and pedagogical practices while discussing 
successes and challenges of teaching second/foreign languages.  
 

 
 
We are very proud to have among the presenters Sarah Anthony, 
Natallia Liakina, Sun-Young Kim, Gabriel Michaud, Deogratias 
Nizonkiza, and Pouneh Shabani-Jadidi, who will represent the 
various language departments at McGill. We would also like to thank 
the SLPC6 organizing committee as well as the members of the 
scientific committee for their work in creating a great program!  
More than 80 research papers, workshops, panels, plenary talks and 
round tables, 100 presenters, participants and exhibitors from 17 
countries,  20 volunteers… Don’t miss this excellent professional 
development and networking opportunity! 

 
 

Language Learning and Technology Professional 
Development Series 

 
Again this semester, the AMLF offered two workshops as part of the 
Language Learning and Technology Professional Development 
Series.  
 

 
 
On February 8th, Dr. Carolyn Samuel, award-winning ESL and EFL 
instructor and Educational Developer at McGill, lead a workshop 
entitled "Strategies to Support Learning Language in Context" 
designed to raise participant awareness of how to support 
students of different proficiency levels with learning language in 
context. 
 

 
 
On March 16th, Dr. Alejandra Barriales Bouche, Faculty Lecturer 
in Spanish in the Department of Languages, Literatures, and 
Cultures, presented a workshop entitled "Making Your Class 
Click: Exploring the Use of Student Response Systems in 
Foreign Language Teaching". The workshop explored the 
pedagogical benefits of using SRS in the foreign language 
classroom.  
 
Both events welcomed language instructors, second language 
acquisition and didactics specialists as well as graduate students 
from McGill, UQAM, Concordia and UdeM. The participants, who 
appreciated discovering new uses for tools in foreign/second 
language teaching left great comments after the two workshops. 
We would like to thank all the presenters and attendees for making 
this initiative a great success once again. We are looking forward to 
next year’s gathering. 
 
If you are interested in taking part in our professional development 
events, as a presenter or as a participant, please contact Natallia 
Liakina, the AMLF Director, at natallia.liakina@mcgill.ca 
 
 
 

mailto:natallia.liakina@mcgill.ca
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Parlons Québécois ! 
Workshop for Students 

 

 
 
On March 21st, as part of the many activities organized to celebrate 
the Francofête at McGill, the AMLF offered to students learning 
French from both McGill and Concordia a workshop on multimedia 
resources for Quebec language and culture: Parlons québécois  ! 

 
 
The two workshop facilitators, Astghik Aprahamian and Joannie 
Poisson Proulx, presented an overview of the evolution of Quebec 
French through multiple multimedia resources such as online 
Quebec French dictionaries, pronunciation and grammar guides, 
websites about Quebec culture in general and more. Students were 
then invited to test these resources in an interactive team treasure 
hunt where they competed for the chance to win Antidote software 
and a Paragraphe gift-card. 
 

 

The Learning Branch/SocioLearner Pilot 
 

 
This year, our instructors from various 
language programs participated in the 
evaluation of authoring systems 
developed specifically for language 
teaching and learning. Our goal was to 
search for tools that have the potential to 
increase the quality of language learning 
and to offer new apps and ways to work in 
the lab as well as for autonomous work. 
 

 
 

During summer, a group of instructors 
from the Faculty of arts will be exploring 
SocioLearner platform, developed by the 
Canadian company Learning Branch.  
 
SocioLearner is a language practice 
platform for teaching and practicing 
speaking skills that allows for the creation 
of media-rich activities, lessons and even 
complete courses. It is accessible on any 
device, so learners can practice anytime 
and anywhere. For more information, visit 
the company’s website: 
https://www.learningbranch.com/ 
 
Interested in piloting SocioLearner? Join 
our working group! 

 
 

The AMLF Resources Update 
 

New Resources for on-site consultation 
 
Since the creation of the AMLF lounge and 
meeting room last year, many students 
have been using these two rooms for 
language learning activities such as 
conversation circles, tutoring, workshops 
or simply to study. 
  

 
 
Thanks to the support of the Arts 
Undergraduate Improvement Fund 
(AUIF), we are happy to add this year two 
magazine racks that will offer students 
new pedagogical resources such as news in 
second languages, French magazines and 
a collection of books for different level of 
French proficiency thanks to our generous 
sponsor CLE International. 
.  
We invite language instructors from all 
departments to submit resources in other 
languages!  

 
 

Video Chanels 
 
In recent years, microlearning has proved 
to be an efficient way to provide just-in-
time training through bite-sized, focused, 
learner-centered tutorials, typically 
designed and delivered in rich media 
formats.  
  
Following this approach, we are happy to 
offer to our users new training resources 
on the AMLF software. 
 
CAN-8 training videos are now available on 
Video @ McGill in Office 365.  The 'Arts 
Multimedia Language Facility (AMLF)' 
channel is for students, while the 'AMLF 
Faculty & Staff Resources' channel is for 
faculty and staff. 
 

 
 
A total of six videos have been posted to 
date, with a new one on the Babilon 
Discussion Group feature planned for the 
coming months. 
 
 
 

https://www.learningbranch.com/
https://mcgill.sharepoint.com/portals/hub/_layouts/15/PointPublishing.aspx?app=video&p=h


AMLF NEWSLETTER | Winter 2017 4 

 

 

  
Professional Development Opportunities 

 
Explore Language Learning and Technology Journal 

 
As described on the journal’s website: 

 
Language Learning & Technology (LLT) is a refereed journal that began publication in July 1997. LLT disseminates 
research to foreign and second language educators worldwide on issues related to technology and language 
education. The focus of the publication is not technology per se, but rather issues related to language learning and 
language teaching, and how they are affected or enhanced by the use of technologies. Language Learning & 
Technology is an open access journal, which means that all content is freely available without charge to the user or 
his/her institution. 

 
For more information, go to: http://llt.msu.edu/index.html 
 

 
Explore Recent Publications in CALL 

 
Task-Based Language Learning in a Real-World Digital Environment: The European Digital Kitchen  
Edited by Paul Seedhouse 
Published by Bloomsbury Publishing 
As described at the Bloomsbury Publishing’s website: 
 
How can you use the latest digital technology to create an environment in which people can learn European languages 
while performing a meaningful real-world task and experiencing the cultural aspect of learning to cook European dishes? 
This book explains how to do this from A to Z, covering how a real-world digital environment for language learning was 
designed, built and researched. 
 
See more at: http://www.bloomsbury.com/us/task-based-language-learning-in-a-real-world-digital-environment-
9781474264075/ 

 
 

 
Attend a CALL Conference this Summer 

 
 
CALICO  
Multilingualism and Digital Literacies  
May 16-20, 2017 
Hosted by the Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff 
For more information, visit: https://calico.org/page.php?id=676 

IALLT 2017 Conference 
June 20-23, 2017  
Hosted by Concordia College, Moorhead, Minnesota 
For more information, visit: http://iallt.org/iallt-2017/ 

 
 
 
SALTISE 
Interconnecting Design and Assessment:  
New frontiers for engaging the learner  
June 6th, 2017 
Hosted by Concordia University in Montreal 
For more information: http://www.saltise.ca/conference-2017/ 
 

 
 
24th European Association for Computer-Assisted 
Language Learning (EUROCALL) Conference 
CALL in a Climate of Change: Adapting to 
Turbulent Global Conditions  
August 23-26, 2017 
Hosted by the University of Southampton in the UK  
For more information, visit: http://www.eurocall-
languages.org/conference-homepage 

 
 
 

                              

RESERVATIONS WEBSITE 

 

ADDRESSE PHONE 
 

reservations.amlf@mcgill.ca 
 

www.mcgill.ca/amlf 
Basement: MS-37 
McLennan Library 

Building 

514-398-3858 
514-398-4809 

 
 
 

http://llt.msu.edu/index.html
http://www.bloomsbury.com/us/task-based-language-learning-in-a-real-world-digital-environment-9781474264075/
http://www.bloomsbury.com/us/task-based-language-learning-in-a-real-world-digital-environment-9781474264075/
https://calico.org/page.php?id=676
http://iallt.org/iallt-2017/
http://www.saltise.ca/conference-2017/
http://www.eurocall-languages.org/conference-homepage
http://www.eurocall-languages.org/conference-homepage
mailto:reservations.amlf@mcgill.ca
http://www.mcgill.ca/amlf
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