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Screen Cultures and Media Arts/ Popular Media 

Topic: “Media and Environment II” 

EAST 560 / COMS 646  

Thursday 11:35-2:25; on Zoom 

Prof. Yuriko Furuhata 

Email: yuriko.furuhata@mcgill.ca 

Office hours: Thursday 2:30-3:30 on Zoom and by appointment 

 

Course Description 

 From the ecological footprint and environmental toxicity of producing, shipping, and 

disposing consumer electronics to invisible networks of wireless signals that connect our 

smartphones, speakers, and laptops to satellites and local data centers, what we call “media” 

are deeply entangled with our “environments” (both natural and technological). This 

MA/PhD and advanced undergrad seminar explores this entangled relationship between 

media and environments with an emphasis on Asia. 

Drawing on methods and approaches of media archaeology, environmental media 

studies, and critical area studies, the course approaches the nexus between media and the 

environment through the following three thematic foci: 1) atmosphere and ambience; 2) 

infrastructure and architecture; 3) ecology and geology. We will explore both established 

and emerging methodological and theoretical approaches to the study of mediated 

environments that are central to the interdisciplinary field of Asian Media Studies.  

The questions this seminar will address include the following: How might we think 

historically and site-specifically about universalizing claims about “media” in relation to the 

geopolitical “area” called Asia? How does paying attention to the ambient, atmospheric, 

elemental, and ecological dimensions of our everyday media practice change the way we 

define media? How do media organize our perception of time and space? How do we 

account for the historical and ongoing violence (e.g. colonialism, imperialism, warfare, 

climate crisis) that have shaped and continue to affect the proliferation of media 

infrastructures which are supposed make our life more comfortable and convenient? How 

might we decolonize knowledge production within and through Asian Media Studies? 

 

Objectives 

The seminar is designed to foster dialogues between Media Studies and Area Studies, and I 

invite you to be attentive to the methodological, theoretical, historical, and political 

resonances and dissonances across some of the readings. You will also have the opportunity 

to develop and hone your skills to act effectively across a range of academic genres of 

performance, thinking, planning, writing and presenting.  

 

Readings 

Readings will be available will be distributed via myCourses.  

 

Class Format 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, our seminar will take place synchronously on 

Zoom at 11:30am on Thursdays. However, in order to accommodate for the challenges 

posed by the remote delivery, the class time may be cut shorter (i.e. 90-120 minutes) and 

will be supplemented by asynchronous activities on myCourses. In cases where not everyone 
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registered in the course is unable to regularly meet synchronously on Zoom, we may record 

our seminar sessions and make them available to the registered members of the class who 

can only participate asynchronously – contingent on class consent. 

 

Assignments and Evaluation 

1/ Participation         5 % 

Please complete all assigned readings before coming to class and be prepared to participate 

thoughtfully and actively in class discussion. The weight of your grade for participation will 

be determined holistically considering your synchronous and asynchronous participation in 

class discussions during the weekly class hosted on Zoom as well as conversations taking 

place online on myCourses. I understand that there are many types of challenges posed by 

the ongoing pandemic affecting each of us in a unique manner. 

 

2/ Weekly Reading Responses & After-class Online Discussions   25 % 

In preparation for class, please write a short one- or two-paragraph response (approx. 200-

300 words) to the readings assigned for the given week, and posted on myCourses by 

11:00pm on Wednesday, the night before our scheduled class meetings on Thursday. The 

purpose of this assignment is to allow you to both identify and articulate the main threads of 

arguments and/or key issues from the readings before you come to the seminar. You can also 

frame your responses around questions raised by the texts, or difficulties in reading them. 

For instance, you may point to passages in the text that you find difficult to understand and 

want to discuss in class. After each class session, please post a one-paragraph response to the 

issues discussed in class and/or follow-up questions and thoughts on the issues, which we 

did not to discuss during the class time. Please post your after-class comments by Saturday 

at noon EST. 

 

Note: 

• If you are unable to synchronously participate in the Zoom class session, I will ask 

you not only to post a reading response for each week before the class, but also 

provide one example or case study pertinent to the readings and issues covered for 

that week. This example could be audio-visual (e.g. YouTube video), archival 

document, journalistic news, artwork, etc. Please make sure to provide a link to these 

documents or directly post them. 

• Those of you who are able to synchronously participate in the Zoom class session, I 

will ask you to discuss this example provided by your fellow classmates who cannot 

join the Zoom class session by responding to their posts on myCourses so that we 

can create opportunities for everyone to participate in class discussion. 

 

The seminar is a place of inclusivity and equity, where all of us can freely and respectfully 

express and share ideas and work together towards addressing the issues pertinent to the 

course materials, including systemic racism, institutionalized inequity, social injustice as 

well as the need and ongoing efforts to decolonize knowledge production. This entails 

discussing sensitive materials that deal with legacies of imperialism and colonialism, 

including those by the former Japanese empire. The seminar offers opportunities for you to 

explore new ways of thinking, expressing and exchanging your ideas with your fellow 

classmates. Never hesitate to ask a question, even if you think it’s basic or trivial! 
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3/ Midterm Paper: due on October 24      20% 

Write writing a 6-8 pages (approx. 1500-2000 words) synthesis paper, analyzing one thread 

or topic raised from the readings before Oct 15. To write this paper, you will need to think of 

the following issues: 

 

• Pick one type of “media environment” or a media technology that has environmental 

ramifications. The notion of “media environment” can be defined broadly (e.g. 

natural, ecological, technological, artificial, infrastructural, climatological, 

immersive, ambient, online/offline). 

• Discuss how this media environment relate to the political, economic, and 

sociocultural conditions in Asia and/or Asian diaspora, including the legacy of 

colonialism, imperialism, and nationalism. 

• Synthesize and productively engage with 2-3 scholarly readings from the required 

and recommended readings assigned for the course between September 10 and 

October 15. Make sure to briefly summarize the main arguments or analyses 

presented in the readings you chose to engage; you may build upon, supplement 

and/or critique their approaches. As you summarize, analyze, or criticize ideas from 

other theorists, make sure to provide full citations, including page numbers either in 

the Chicago or MLA style. Failure to provide appropriate citations will affect your 

grade. 

• After in-class presentation on Oct 22, you may finesse and incorporate suggestions 

and feedback from your classmates. Please upload your paper on myCourses by 

10:00pm on Saturday Oct 24. 

 

4/ Midterm Presentation: October 22      10 % 

Prepare a 5-7 minutes class presentation on your topic and your analysis. To facilitate this 

presentation, please prepare a thesis statement that captures the gist of your argument; an 

abstract of your analysis (3-4 sentences); one visual image (e.g. a screen capture from a 

video, a photograph, a map, a flow chart, etc.) that is related to your topic to share with the 

class. During or before the class on Oct 22, please submit your abstract on myCourses. For 

those unable to participate synchronously, I will ask you to make a short (5minutes) video 

presentation, posted on myCourses. 

 

5/ Final Paper & Workshop Presentation      40 %  

You will write a research paper on the topic of your choice. You may build on some of the 

ideas and topics you explored in the midterm paper. The essay must make substantial 

engagement with readings from the course (at least two of which should be new and not 

covered in your midterm paper or project). You may write a purely theoretical essay 

focusing on one conceptual problem or combine theoretical engagement and object analysis 

(e.g. film, visual artwork, music, architectural design, mass cultural form, social media 

phenomenon, political event, etc.). The total length of the paper should be 15-18 (approx. 

3750-4500 words) pages.  

 

• You will orally present your topic and preliminary argument for your paper during 

the workshop on the last day of class on November 26.  
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• For the workshop, please prepare your 5-7 minutes presentation in the same manner 

as the midterm and submit a short abstract (3-4 sentences) with a bibliography before 

or during the class via myCourses. Please note that 5% out of 40% of the final grade 

allocated to this assignment will be based on the workshop presentation and the 

accompanying abstract. The remaining 35% will be based on your final paper itself. 

For those unable to participate synchronously, I will ask you to make a short 

(5minutes) video presentation, posted on myCourses. 

• Please submit the final version of your paper via myCourses by 11:00pm on 

December 7. If you need more time, you can reach out and consult me about getting 

an extension. 

 

NOTE: (1) McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must 

understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic 

offences under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see 

www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/ for more information). (2) In accord with McGill 

University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course have the right to submit in 

English or in French any written work that is to be graded. (3) In the event of extraordinary 

circumstances beyond the University’s control, the content and/or evaluation scheme in this 

course is subject to change. (4) If you have a disability please contact the instructor to 

arrange a time to discuss your situation. It would be helpful if you contact the Office for 

Students with Disabilities at 514-398-6009 before you do this. 

McGill University is on land which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange 

amongst Indigenous peoples, including the Haudenosaunee and Anishinabeg nations. We 

acknowledge and thank the diverse Indigenous people whose footsteps have marked this 

territory on which peoples of the world now gather. 

 

 

SCHEDULE 

 

Sept. 3  Introduction: Media/Environment 

• Introduction and overview of the course. We will discuss Zoom protocols and other 

issues related to a remote delivery of the course! 

 

Sept. 10 Time-Keeping Media: Calendar, Astronomy, and Media Archaeology 

• Stefan Tanaka, New Times in Modern Japan (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

2004), 1-53. 

• John Durham Peters, “Lights in the Firmament: Sky Media I (Chronos),” The 

Marvelous Clouds: Towards a Philosophy of Elemental Media (Chicago: The 

University of Chicago Press, 2015), 105-212. 

• Erkki Huhtamo and Jussi Parikka, “Introduction: An Archaeology of Media 

Archaeology,” Media Archaeology: Approaches, Applications, and Implications, eds. 

Erkki Huhtamo and Jussi Parikka (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2011), 1-

24. 

Recommended 

• Bernard Dionysius Geoghegan, “After Kittler: On the Cultural Techniques of Recent 

German Media Theory,” Theory, Culture & Society 30.6 (2013): 66-82.  

http://www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/
http://www.mcgill.ca/osd
http://www.mcgill.ca/osd
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Sept. 17 Spectral Media: X-Ray and Electricity 

• Michael Dylan Foster, “Science of the Weird: Inoue Enryō, Kokkuri, and Human 

Electricity,” Pandemonium and Parade. Berkeley: University of California Press, 

2008, 77-114.  

• Lisa Cartwright, “‘Decomposing the Body: X-Rays and Cinema,” Screening the 

Body, (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1995), 107-142.  

• Lisa Parks, “Searching: Screening Practices at US Airport Security Checkpoints,” 

Rethinking Media Coverage: Vertical Mediation and the War on Terror (New York: 

Routledge, 2018), 64-100. 

• Beatriz Colomina, “X-ray Architecture: Illness as Metaphor,” Positions 0 (Fall 

2008): 30-35. 

 

Sept. 24 Aerial Media: Military and Epistemic Targets 

• Martin Heidegger, “The Age of the World Picture,” The Question Concerning 

Technology and Other Essays, trans. William Lovitt. (New York: Harper & Row 

Publishers, 1977), 115-154.  

• Rey Chow, “The Age of the World Target,” The Age of the World Target: Self-

referentiality in War, Theory, and Comparative Work (Durham: Duke University 

Press, 2006), 25-43.  

• Elizabeth DeLoughrey “The Myth of Isolates: Ecosystem Ecologies in the  

Nuclear Pacific,” Cultural Geographies 20.2 (April 2013): 167-184.  

 

Oct. 1 Telecommunications Media: Undersea Cables and Technologized Orality 

• Daqing Yang, “Submarine Cables and the Two Japanese Empires,” Communications 

Under the Seas. eds. Bernard Finn and Daqing Yang (Cambridge: The MIT Press, 

2007). 

• Nicole Starosielski, “Gateway: From Cable Colony to Network Operations Center,” 

The Undersea Network. Durham: Duke University Press, 2015, 95-137. 

• Kerim Yasar, “Vocal Cords and Telephone Wires,” Electrified Voices: How the 

Telephone, Phonograph, and Radio Shaped Modern Japan, 1868-1945 (New York: 

Columbia University Press, 2018), 22-51.  

• Deborah Cowan, “The Revolution in Logistics,” The Deadly Life of Logistics 

(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2014), 22-52. 

Recommended 

• Iyko Day, “Sex, Time, and the Transcontinental Railroad,” Alien Capital: Asian 

Racialization and the Logic of Settler Colonial Capitalism (Durham: Duke 

University Press, 2016), 41-72. 

 

Oct. 8 Geological Media: The Earth, Race, and Metabolism 

• Lisa Lowe, The Intimacies of Four Continents (Durham: Duke University Press, 

2015), 1-42. 

• Tao Leigh Goffe “Guano in Their Destiny”: Race, Geology, and a Philosophy of 

Indenture,” Amerasia Journal, 2019, VOL. 45, NO. 1, 27–49. 
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• Brett Clark and John Bellamy Foster, “Ecological Imperialism and the Global 

Metabolic Rift: Unequal Exchange and the Guano/Nitrates Trade,” International 

Journal of Comparative Sociology 50.3-4 (2009): 311-334. 

• Liam Cole Young “Salt: Fragments from the History of a Medium,” Theory, Culture 

& Society (2020):1-24. 

 

Oct. 15 Atmospheric Media: Radiation, Breathing, and Fog 

• Rahul Mukherjee, “‘City Inside the Oven’: Cell Tower Radiation Controversies and 

Mediated Technoscience Publics,” Television & New Media 18 (2017): 19-36. 

• John Durham Peters, “The Media of Breathing,” Atmospheres of Breathing, eds. 

Lenart Škof and Petri Berndtson (Albany: State University of New York Press, 

2018), 179-198. 

• Yuriko Furuhata, “The Fog Medium: Visualizing and Engineering the Atmosphere,” 

Screen Genealogies: From Optical Device to Environmental Medium, eds. Craig 

Buckly, Rüdiger Campe, and Francesco Casetti. Amsterdam University Press, 2019, 

187-213.  

Recommended 

• Peter Sloterdijk, Terror From the Air, trans. Amy Patton and Steve Corcoran (Los 

Angeles: Semiotext(e), 2009), 1-70. 

 

 

Oct. 22 Midterm Presentations  

 

Oct. 29 Ambient Media: Music, Screens, and Waiting Bodies  

• Paul Roquet, Ambient Media: Japanese Atmospheres of the Self. Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press, 2016, 1-47. 

• Anna McCarthy, “The Rhythms of the Reception Area: Crisis, Capitalism, and the 

Waiting Room TV,” Television after TV, eds. Lynn Spigel and Jan Olsson. Durham: 

Duke University Press, 2004, 183-209. 

• Graham Burchell, “Liberal Government and the Techniques of the Self,” Foucault 

and the Political Reason: Liberalism, Neo-Liberalism, and Rationalities of 

Government, eds. Andrew Barry, Thomas Obsborne, and Nikolas Rose (Chicago: 

University of Chicago Press, 1996), 19-33.  

Recommended 

• Peter Adey, “Air’s Affinities: Geopolitics, Chemical Affect and the Force of the 

Elemental,” Dialogues in Human Geography 5.1 (2015): 54-75. 

 

Nov. 5 Democratic Media: Loudspeakers, Street Vendors, and Protestors 

• Jie Li, “Revolutionary Echoes: Radios and Loudspeakers in the Mao Era,” Twentieth-

Century China, 45.1 (January 2020): 25-45. 

• Laikwan Pang, “Civil Disobedience and the Rule of Law: Hong Kong’s Umbrella 

Movement,” Verge: Studies in Global Asias 2.1 (2016): 170-192. 

• Joshua Neves, “Introduction” and “People as Media Infrastructure: Illicit Culture and 

the Pornographies of Globalization,” Underglobalization: Beijing’s Media Urbanism 

and the Chimera of Legitimacy (Durham: Duke University Press, 2020), 1-32, and 

169-198. 

https://www.sunypress.edu/Searchadv.aspx?IsSubmit=true&SearchOptionID=2&txtAuthorSearch=Lenart%20%C5%A0kof
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Recommended 

• AbdouMaliq Simone, “People as Infrastructure: Intersecting Fragments in 

Johannesburg,” Public Culture 16.3 (2004): 407-429. 

 

Nov. 19 Organizational Media: Desks, Apps, and Platforms 

• Melissa Gregg, “A Brief History of Time Management,” Counterproductive: Time 

Management in the Knowledge Economy (Durham: Duke University Press, 2018), 

22-49. 

• Lisa Conrad, “Organization is the Message: Grey Media,” Organize, eds. Timon 

Beyes, Lisa Conrad, Reinhold Martin, Geert Lovink, and Ned Rossiter (Minneapolis: 

University of Minnesota Press, 2019), 63-87. 

• Marc Steinberg, “LINE as Super App: Platformization in East Asia,” Social Media & 

Society (April-June 2020): 1-10. 

• Julie Yujie Chen and Sun Ping, “Temporal arbitrage, fragmented rush, and 

opportunistic behaviors: The labor politics of time in the platform economy,” New 

Media & Society (forthcoming 2020): 1-19.  

 

Nov. 26 Final Paper Workshop 

 

Dec. 7 **Final Paper Due at 11:00pm** 

Please upload your paper on MyCourses and email it me. 


