
 

 

Scientific and Technological Controversies 
BASC 201/Fall 2020 

Truth (and Lies), Uncertainty, and Bias in Science, Technology, & Journalism 
 
Professor Gabriella Coleman — gabriella.coleman@mcgill.ca 
(Department of Communication Studies, McGill University) 
 
Monday & Wednesday (2:35 pm - 3:55 pm eastern standard time)— On the Internets with 
synchronous and asynchronous options. See “Course Delivery Guidelines” for all the glorious 
details. 
 
Class Overview: 
 
This class uses the angle of controversy to introduce students to the social and political 
organization, limits, and impact/s of science and technology. In so doing, it introduces students 
to various academic and critical approaches to the social scientific and humanistic study of 
science and technology. The class draws on classic academic works in diverse fields such as the 
history and philosophy of science, media studies, anthropology, and bioethics and integrates a 
range of engaging and accessible materials (podcasts, movies, op-eds and journalistic pieces) that 
critically interrogate the power and limits of science and technology.  
 
The class will be organized around the interrelated themes of truth (and lies), uncertainty, and 
bias in the fields of science, technology, and journalism. Among many other themes, the course 
will examine: the difficulties in reaching scientific consensus, the weaponization of uncertainty, 
paradigm shifts in science, the role of values and bias in technological design and scientific 
discovery, fights for openness and transparency in science and technology, and the politics of 
hacking, algorithms, journalism and propaganda, surveillance, and whistleblowing. 
 
Course Delivery Guidelines and Core Course Logistics  
 
The terms of this guide are subject to modification as conditions change, in order to provide for flexibility 
and to optimize course delivery. Course requirements set out in the Course Syllabus (to be distributed on 
the first day of class) will be final. Current course requirements may change before the start of 
the semester.  
 

Class Delivery: This class will be taught entirely online and will be primarily composed of two 
weekly recorded lectures and/or a lecture and a question and answer period; a portion of these 
will be delivered live with Zoom and will be recorded for those that cannot attend the live 
lectures or the Q&A period. Every effort will be made to post them within twenty-four hours of 
the session. Some of the lectures will be pre-recorded and published on MyCourses but I 
expect to do more of them live to respond to questions from the micro-responses or students 
who choose to attend the class live. To minimize screen time, the lectures and Q and A period 
will usually be 40-45 minutes instead of the usual 1:20 minutes allotted to class. Please do not 
distribute or share the lectures—they are meant for class consumption alone.  
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Questions/Course Interaction: Students will have the option of asking questions during the 
live lectures via Zoom/Zoom Chat or sending in questions about the readings or previous 
lectures. I will address a portion of the questions during my lectures or my Q&A session. 

To be clear: you are not required to log in, show up or ask questions during my lectures 
(thought it might be nice to do so and I encourage you to do so if you can!). However, you will 
be required to write and submit micro-responses, which include at least one question, and these 
will count toward your final grade. I will also integrate some of material from the micro-
response into my lectures and slides and if your question or comment is chosen for my lecture, 
you will receive extra credit for them. 

Guests: I’ve often been able to feature guest lecturers working in the field of science, 
technology and journalism and they have often been very well received. I have some exiting 
potential guests but will only move forward if the scheduling works and I can get enough people 
to show up live for a Q and A session.  

Methods of Assessment: The course will include pop quizzes, micro-responses, one mid-
term essay and four short writing assignments (you will have five options for the short writing 
responses and only have to complete four of them). See below for a basic overview of 
assignments. I’ve oriented the class around our readings and engaging with class material and 
lectures. We won’t be having a final exam or midterm exam but the class assignments do mean 
you will have to keep up with class lectures and readings. 

Office Hours:  Office hours are a set time when you can visit me, our teaching assistants or 
team members to ask questions about course material, assignments, and course guidelines. We 
are fortunate enough to have four dedicated graduate teaching assistants and four 
undergraduate team members. We hold office hours on Zoom and they will be spread out 
during the week at different times to accommodate different schedules and time zones. 
 
Readings: Most readings and movies are available via links on this syllabus or on our course 
website David Greene, the librarian for Communication Studies, is available for support and 
research assistance. He can be reached at david.greene@mcgill.ca. 
 
Covid-19: This syllabus has been designed with our current pandemic in mind. I recognize it is 
a very challenging time for everyone and we will all be spending more time on our screens than 
we would normally ever, ever do.  But I’ve configured things so we can spend a bit less time on 
the screen and assigned learning material like podcasts and movies that may be a bit more fun. 
For now, I made the decision to be present for most class days in case that’s helpful for others 
who would benefit from course co-presence. Please do check in with me or our TA’s if you are 
having issues or any troubles and we are happy to help in any way we can or direct you to 
resources and others who can.  
 
 
Requirements, Methods of Examination, and Grading: 
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•  6 pop quizzes – 20% Open article/chapter/book policy. You will 
have 24 hours to complete them and they 
will be administered through MyCourses. 
The lowest of the 6 will be dropped. 

 
• Mid-Term Essay – 20% Due on October 19 at 2:00 PM. Separate 

instructions will be provided (I’ve included 
the mid-term essay assignment at the end of 
this syllabus).  

 
• 6 Micro-Responses + 1 question – 20% Posts, which are roughly 250 words and 

should include one question (not part of the 
250 words), will be graded using a simplified 
system: high pass (90), pass (75), and fail (0). 
You have to complete 2 posts by October 
19. The lowest of the six will be dropped. All 
posts are due by 10:00 pm/evening (eastern 
time zone) the day before class. A separate 
instruction sheet will be provided with 
assignment details on the first day of class. 

 
4 short writing responses – (5% each) –  20 %  You will be asked one or a series of short 

questions about a couple of the 
readings/assignments and lectures. You will 
get the questions at least 72 hours before 
they are due. Answers cannot exceed two 
pages doubled space max each and separate 
instructions will be provided. These are not 
as formal as the mid-term essay but you will 
be expected to refer and quote from the 
readings/assigned material and lectures in 
your reflections. 

  
Grading: 
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Grade Appeals: 
See Appendix A 
 
Other Information and McGill Policies: 
See Appendix A 
 
Schedule: 
 
The following is a “working schedule: and preliminary schedule. Class materials are subject to 
change based on the interests, understanding, and general pace of the class. I will send updates 
via MyCourses/email and post any new versions on the site.  
 

 
September 4: Reading the Syllabus 
 
Welcome! I know everyone is dealing with an avalanche of written or video instructions. Please 
spend the time reading over the syllabus, watching the brief introductory video about the 
syllabus/class and I will “see” you next week. 
 

 
September 7: AMAATC (Ask Me Anything About the Class and Why This Class?) 
 
Do you have questions about the class and syllabus? Concerns? Show up and ask live or post 
questions on our discussion board by Sept 5th at midnight (eastern standard time) and we will 
collect questions and answer them on September 7th. Please read the following as well: 
 

WEEK 1: SEPTEMBER 4 

WEEK 2: SEPTEMBER 7 & 9 
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Loretta Jackson Heyes, “We don’t need more STEM majors. We need more STEM majors with 
liberal arts training.” Washington Post, February 18, 2015. 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2015/02/18/we-dont-need-more-stem-
majors-we-need-more-stem-majors-with-liberal-arts-training/ 
 
Shannon Mattern, “Andrew Cuomo’s COVID-19 Briefings Draw on the Persuasive Authority of 
PowerPoint.” Art News,  April, 2020.  
https://www.artnews.com/art-in-america/features/andrew-cuomo-covid-briefings-powerpoint-
slideshow-authority-1202683735/ 
 
Anna Elsner and Vanessa Rampton, “Science Alone Can’t Solve Covid-19. The Humanities Must 
Help,” UnDark, June 2020.  
https://undark.org/2020/06/04/covid-19-humanities/ 
 
 
September 9: Ignorance and Uncertainty: How They Drives Science  
 
Stuart Firestein, “Ignorance: How It Drives Science.” 2012. (Introduction, Chapter 1, 2) 
 

 
September 14: Exploiting/Manufacturing Scientific Uncertainty—The Long View 
 
Naomi Oreskes and Erik M. Conway, "Merchants of Doubt." 2011 (Introduction and Chapter 
1). 
 
September 16: Exploiting/Manufacturing Scientific Uncertainty & The Current 
Crisis 
 
Ed Yong, “Why the Coronavirus is so Confusing.” The Atlantic. April 2020. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2020/04/pandemic-confusing-uncertainty/610819/ 
 
Watch: Nick King, “Weaponizing Uncertainty in the COVID-19 Pandemic.” June 2020. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZxu9fg1iYU 
 
Guest: Nick King, Associate Professor in the Department of the Social Studies of Medicine, and 
at McGill University, and an Associate Member in the Department of Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics at McGill University. 
 
 

 

WEEK 3: SEPTEMBER 14 & 16 

WEEK 4: SEPTEMBER 21 & 23 
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September 21: The Morality of Truth and Lies and Thinking/Rethinking Language 
and Objectivity 
 
Read first: Stanley Fish, “Don’t Blame Nietzsche for Donald Trump.” Foreign Policy, August 9, 
2016. http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/08/09/dont-blame-nietzsche-for-donald-trump/  
 
Friedrich Nietzsche, “On Truth and Lies.” Unpublished manuscript, 1873. 
http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl201/modules/Philosophers/Nietzsche/Truth_and_Lie_in_an_E
xtra-Moral_Sense.htm 
 
September 23: Rethinking Objectivity, Knowledge, and Q&A Session 
 
Listen: Candis Callison, “Objectivity is 'the view from nowhere' and potentially harmful.” CBC 
Radio, July 2020. https://www.cbc.ca/radio/thesundayedition/the-sunday-edition-for-july-12-
2020-1.5639297/objectivity-is-the-view-from-nowhere-and-potentially-harmful-expert-
1.5639304 [the link includes an excerpt of her interview but please listen to the interview.] 
 
Listen: Jad Abumrad, “How Dolly Parton Led me To An Epiphany.” Ted Talk, June 2020.  
https://www.ted.com/talks/jad_abumrad_how_dolly_parton_led_me_to_an_epiphany?language=
en 
 
Listen: “Neon Moss,” “Dolly Parton’s America.” Radio Lab, November 2019. 
https://www.wnycstudios.org/podcasts/radiolab/articles/dolly-partons-america-neon-moss  
 
Short Response Number 1: Due by 9 am (est) today (you will get the question/s 72 
hours prior to the due date) 
 

 
September 28:  Language and Rethinking Objectivity 
 
Carol Cohn, “Sex and Death in the Rational World of Defense Intellectuals.” Signs, 1987.    
 
Listen: "Gender and Science with Evelyn Fox Keller.” CBC, How To Think About Science, 
2017  http://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/how-to-think-about-science-part-14-1.464990  
 
Transcript: 
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/542c2af8e4b00b7cfca08972/t/58ffb590db29d67edabd4e26/
1493153189310/How+To+Think+About+Science.pdf 
 
Read Keller bio: https://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/how-to-think-about-science-part-1-24-
1.2953274  
 
September 30: Knowledge and Truth in the Making 

WEEK 5: SEPTEMBER 28 & 30 



7 
 
 

 

 
Nancy Tomes, “The Gospel Emergent.” The Gospel of Germs, 1998.  
 
Science Satire Serpent, “Heroes of Science-Barry J. Marshall” 2012. 
http://sciencedevil.wordpress.com/2012/12/21/hero-of-science-barry-j-marshall/   
 

 
October 5: Paradigms and Paradigm Shifts 
 
Ed Yong, “I Contain Multitudes: The Microbes Within Us and a Grander View of Life.” 2016. 
(Chapter 2) 
 
Thomas S. Kuhn, “The Function of Dogma in Scientific Research.” In A. C. Crombie (ed.), 
Scientific Change, 1963.  
 
October 7: Decolonizing, Diversifying, and Democratizing Science  
 
Kim TallBear, “Indigenous Bioscientists Constitute Knowledge across Cultures of Expertise and 
Tradition: An Indigenous Standpoint Research Project.” Re:Mindings: Co-Constituting 
Indigenous, Academic, Artistic Knowledges, 2014.  
https://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1315687/FULLTEXT01.pdf  
 
Auora Kagawa-Viviani, “Maunakea: Redirecting the lens onto the culture of mainstream 
science.” Medium Science, 2019.  https://medium.com/@akkagawa/maunakea-redirecting-the-
lens-onto-the-culture-of-mainstream-science-5d3a5a12376a 
 
 

 
October 12: Holiday 
 
Thanksgiving Holiday, No Class 
 
October 14: Blind Spots, Hidden Truths, and the Dangerous Illusions that Shape 
our World  
 
Ziya Tong, “Introduction” and excerpts from The Reality Bubble: Blind Spots, Hidden Truths, 
and the Dangerous Illusions that Shape our World, 2019. 
 
Henry Anderson Elliot, “Searching for Misah, the Life and Tragedies of the Worlds’ Most 
Famous Polar Bear.” The Conversation. June 2020. 

WEEK 6: OCTOBER 5 & 7 

WEEK 7: OCTOBER 12 & 14 
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https://theconversation.com/searching-for-misha-the-life-and-tragedies-of-the-worlds-most-
famous-polar-bear-137344 
 
Guest: Ziya Tong 
 
Short Response Number 2: Due by 9 am (est) today (you will get the questions 72 
hours prior to the due date) 
 
 

 
October 19: Knowledge from Below  
 

• The midterm is based on the Epstein reading so you will have to read it in 
order to complete the midterm. I’ve attached the mid-term assignment to 
this syllabus. 

 
Midterm Essay Due and Let’s Talk! Q&A/Discussion Session 
 
Steven Epstein, “The Construction of Lay Expertise: AIDS Activism and the Forging of 
Credibility in the Reform of Clinical Trials.” Science, Technology, & Human Values, 1995. 
http://ambounds.org/docs/716/Steven%20Epstein.pdf  
 
Tao Tao Holmes, “The Illegal Birth Control Handbook That Spread Across College Campuses 
in 1968.” Atlas Obscura, 2016. http://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/the-illegal-birth-control-
handbook-that-spread-across-college-campuses-in-1968 
 
 
October 21: Disability and Eugenics 
 
Adam Cohen, Imbeciles: The Supreme Court, American Eugenics, and the Sterilization of Carrie 
Buck, 2016 ( “Introduction” and pp. 128-135). 
 
Michael Billinger, “Race and Racialism.” The Eugenics Archive, April 2014. 
https://eugenicsarchive.ca/discover/encyclopedia/535eeda67095aa000000024e 
 
Visit: http://eugenicsarchive.ca/ 
 
Watch: Glynis Whiting, “The Sterilization of Leilani Muir.” 1996.   
 
 

 

WEEK 8: OCTOBER 19 & 21 

WEEK 9: October 26 & 28 



9 
 
 

 

October 26: Disability and Work/Play 
 
Sunny Taylor, “The Right Not to Work: Power and Disability.” Monthly Review, 2004. 
https://monthlyreview.org/2004/03/01/the-right-not-to-work-power-and-disability/  
 
David Graeber, “What’s the Point if We Can’t have Fun.” The Baffler, 2014. 
https://thebaffler.com/salvos/whats-the-point-if-we-cant-have-fun  
 
Watch: James Lebrecth, Nicole Newnham, “Crip Camp.” 2020. 
 
Short Response Number 3: Due by 9 am (est) today (you will get the questions 72 
hours prior to the due date) 
 
October 28:  
 
Break Day. We’ve made this far, you deserve a break J  
 
 

 
November 2:  Access and Intellectual Property 
 
Carla Hesse, “The Rise of Intellectual Property, 700 B.C.-A.D. 2000: An Idea in the Balance.” 
Daedalus, 2002. 
 
Listen: “Whomst Among us Let the Dogs Out?” 99% Invisible, February 2020. 
https://99percentinvisible.org/episode/whomst-among-us-let-the-dogs-out/ 
 
Listen: “When Patents Attack, Part Two.” This American Life, May 2013. 
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/496/when-patents-attack-part-two 

Christian Clavette and Jeremey de Beer, “Patents Cannot Impeded Canada’s Reponses to 
Covid-19. Cigi Online, April 2020.https://www.cigionline.org/articles/patents-cannot-impede-
canadas-response-covid-19-crisis 

November 4: Social Determinants of Health and Bias in Medicine/Science 
 
Kenneth Chang, “Bias Persists for Women of Science, a Study Finds.” New York Times, 2012.  
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/25/science/bias-persists-against-women-of-science-a-study-
says.html 
 
Catherine Macdonald, “The Dark Side of Being a Female Shark Researcher.” Scientific American, 
August 2020. https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-dark-side-of-being-a-female-shark-
researcher/ 

WEEK 10: November 2 & 4 
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Vidya Rao, “What is implicit bias? The invincible bias that makes Black women dread the 
doctor’s office.” Today, August 2020. https://www.today.com/health/what-implicit-bias-invisible-
racism-hurts-black-women-doctor-s-t189105 
 
Zinzi Bailey et al., “Racism in the Time of COVED-19.” IAPHS, 2020.  
https://iaphs.org/racism-in-the-time-of-covid-19/ 
 
Dawn Foster, “The gender pain gap is real. Doctors, stop dismissing women’s conditions.” The 
Guardian, November 2018. https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/nov/26/gender-
pain-gap-doctors-women-healthcare 
 

Truth, Lies, Bias, and Surveillance in Technology & Journalism 
 
 

 
November 9: Surveillance, an Overview and The Long View 
 
Amanda Power, "The Medieval Roots of Surveillance." Lapham’s Quarterly, 2015. 
https://www.laphamsquarterly.org/spies/under-watchful-eyes 
 
David Lyon, “Surveillance Studies: An Overview.” Surveillance Studies Reader, 2018. 
 
Watch: Glenn Greenwald, “Why Privacy Matters.” Ted Talks, 2014. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/glenn_greenwald_why_privacy_matters?language=en 
  
November 11: Surveillance, It’s not Evenly Distributed. 
 
Simone Browne, “Dark Matters.” Surveillance Studies Reader, 2018 
 
Simone Browne, “How Surveillance Has Always Reinforced Racism.” Wired. June 2020 
https://www.wired.com/story/how-surveillance-reinforced-racism/ 
 
Malkia Cyril, “Watching the Black Body.” The End of Trust, McSweeny’s 54, 2018. 
https://www.eff.org/files/2019/02/22/end_of_trust_interior_pages_lores.pdf 
 
Listen: “Ep 38: Dark Caracal” The Darknet Diaries, May 2019. 
https://darknetdiaries.com/episode/38/   
 

  
November 16: Surveillance, Technology, and Labor 

WEEK 12: NOVEMBER 16 & 18 

WEEK 11: NOVEMBER 9 & 11 
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Esther Kaplan, “The Spy Who Fired Me.” Harper’s Magazine, March 2015. 
https://harpers.org/archive/2015/03/the-spy-who-fired-me/  
 
Listen: “Brown Box.” Radiolab, January, 2014.  
https://www.wnycstudios.org/story/brown-box/  
 
Short Response Number 4: Due by 9 am (est) today (you will get the questions 72 
hours prior to the due date) 
 
 
November 18:  Technology and Bias 
 
Ruha Benjamin,  “Default Discrimination.” Race after Technology: Abolitionist Tools for the New 
Jim Code, 2019 
 
Jeffery Dastin,  “Amazon scraps secret AI recruiting tool that showed bias against women.” 
Reuters, 2018 https://www.reuters.com/article/us-amazon-com-jobs-automation-insight/amazon-
scraps-secret-ai-recruiting-tool-that-showed-bias-against-women-idUSKCN1MK08G 
 
Julia Angwin, Jeff Larson, Surya Mattu, Lauren Kirchner, “Machine Bias.” ProPublica, 2016. 
https://www.propublica.org/article/machine-bias-risk-assessments-in-criminal-sentencing 
 
Listen: “Chatbot mania and algorithms of oppression.” Science Friction with Natasha Mitchell, 
August 2017. https://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/sciencefriction/chatbot-mania-and-
algorithms-of-oppression/8782854 
 
  

 
November 23:   Anonymity, Fake, and Authenticity Online 
 
Joan Donavan and Brian Friedberg, “On the Internet, Nobody Knows You’re a Bot: Pseudo 
anonymous Influence Operations and Networked Social.” Jods, August 2019. 
https://jods.mitpress.mit.edu/pub/2gnso48a/release/8 
 
Gabriella Coleman, “Reconsidering Anonymity in the Age of Narcissism.”  McSweeny’s 54, 2018. 
https://www.eff.org/files/2019/02/22/end_of_trust_interior_pages_lores.pdf 
 

Ending on a Positive, Practical Note: What Can We Do?  
 
November 25: Reflective Design and Data Justice 
 

WEEK 13: NOVEMBER 23 & 25 
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Federica Cocco and Alan Smith, “Race and America: Why Data Matters.” Fast Company. July 
2020 https://www.ft.com/content/156f770a-1d77-4f6b-8616-192fb58e3735 
 
Phoebe Sengers (& Boehner, K. David, S and Kaye, J) “Reflective Design.” ACM Proceedings of 
the 4th decennial conference on Critical computing: between sense and sensibility, 2005. 
https://alumni.media.mit.edu/~jofish/writing/sengersetalRDfinalfinal.pdf 
 

 
 
November 30: Hacking and Whistleblowing  
  
Gabriella Coleman, “Hackers.” Digital Keywords, ed. Benjamin Peters, 2016. 
 
Andrew Leonard, “How Taiwan’s Unlikely Digital Minister Hacked the Pandemic.” Wired, July 
2020. https://www.wired.com/story/how-taiwans-unlikely-digital-minister-hacked-the-pandemic/ 
 
Carl Elliott, “Tuskegee Truth Teller.” The American Scholar, December 2017. 
https://theamericanscholar.org/tuskegee-truth-teller/ 
 
Watch video and read written portion: 
 “A Conversation with Theranos Whistleblower Tyler Shultz.” 2018. 
https://www.scu.edu/ethics/focus-areas/leadership-ethics/resources/a-conversation-with-
theranos-whistleblower-tyler-shultz/  
 
December 2: Red Teaming and Adversarial Critique 
 
Micah Zenko, Red Teaming, 2015/ [Introduction and excerpts] 
 
Gabriella Coleman and Matt Goerzen. “Anti-Security.” Hack_curio,  
https://hackcur.io/category/anti-security/  
 
Alice Zeniter. “Outrage Fairy.” Hack_Curio, https://hackcur.io/outrage-fairy/ 
 
Yuan Stevens. “Don’t Hate the Player, Hate the Game.” Hack_curio, https://hackcur.io/dont-hate-
the-player-hate-the-game/ 
 
Short Response Number 5: Due by 9 am (est) today (you will get the questions 72 
hours prior to the due date) 
 
 
December 3: Wrap Up 
 
Last day of class but we will finish on December 2 
 

WEEK 14: NOVEMBER 30 & DECEMBER 2 
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BASC 201, Midterm Essay 

Due October 19, 2020 (on MyCourses) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power, better known as ACT UP, roared into existence in 1987 
in an era when widespread fears dominated public perceptions about HIV and gay people, 
especially gay men. Spearheaded by activists, many of them HIV positive, ACT UP members 
sought to educate the public about the virus, stamp out toxic and dangerous stereotypes, and 
demand a far more active role in shaping medical treatment and options than was standard at 
the time.   

For this essay, you will be asked to read and watch the following three texts/movies that cover 
the history and dramatic impact of ACT UP and then write a comparative essay about these 
texts. 

1. How to Survive a Plague, a documentary film. 

2. 120 Beats per Minute, a fictionalized account of ACT UP Paris based on the director’s 
involvement with the group.* 

3. Steven Epstein, “The Construction of Lay Expertise: AIDS Activism and the Forging of 
Credibility in the Reform of Clinical Trials,” an academic article by sociologist Steven Epstein 
that I also assigned for class. 

(* 120 Beats Per Minute features several vivid sex scenes. If that's not your cup of tea, please 
contact me and I will assign another documentary for you to watch instead).� 

A core premise in this class is that different genres of writing and communication convey 
distinct types of information and messages and no single genre can provide a complete account 
of a phenomenon. To put it in a slightly different way: each of these texts does something different 
and does so differently in relation to both content and their style, rhetoric, and tone.  
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In this essay, please write a four to five-page (max) essay comparing and contrasting what you 
learned in each of these three texts. The assignment is open-ended, but here are some pointers 
for how to proceed. At a minimum, please address what you found compelling and convincing in 
these texts and discuss how these genres complement each other and how they diverge. You 
don't need to propose an overarching argument, but your essay should be peppered with 
insightful, specific, and meaningful points about these texts. You will be expected to refer to 
particular scenes/quotes from the movie and text. You don't need to write a formal academic 
essay, but can be a bit more playful or personal so long as you address what is expected of you 
and so long as you write clearly. It is acceptable to write about your opinions and reactions to 
these texts, but you should do so by addressing content and arguments in the movies and essay. 

Before you start writing, read and follow these reference guides for proper terminology, and 
follow these guidelines established by these communities.  

https://www.glaad.org/reference/lgbtq 

https://www.glaad.org/reference/offensive 

https://www.glaad.org/reference/hiv 

For a helpful overview of the compare and contrast essay genre, please read � 

https://www.wikihow.com/Write-a-Compare-and-Contrast-Essay (For this essay, points 2 and 5 
are especially relevant.) 

Here are two other things to keep in mind. First: while the teaching assistants who will be 
grading the essays will have read the article and watched the films by the time they read your 
piece, please assume a more naive reader. I will give some examples in class covering tips 
for writing in a way that presumes the reader may have less knowledge than you do.  

Second: with a few exceptions, most students will find the academic article more tedious (and 
also more detailed). These points are obvious, so please don’t make them the basis of your 
essay unless you can add some counterintuitive twist. When I travel on a plane, I routinely zonk 
out when reading academic articles, and even when exhausted, I can soldier through a movie. 
That's the nature of these mediums, and I'd like you to entertain less apparent insights. 

Please use 12 pt. font, save our eye-sight by double-spacing-the-paper and number the pages. 
For this essay, you are not required to include any other texts from the class, but you are 
welcome to do so. Since you have six weeks to complete this assignment,  no late 
papers will be accepted. You are welcome to turn it in early as well. 
 
Choose one of the following four citation styles. Please note on your exam which style you have 
used: Modern Language Association, Harvard Style, Chicago Manual of Style, or the American 
Psychological Association. Google them, and the Internet will deliver, right to your screen, 
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guides for how to implement them. Graders will deduct points if you don't use one of 
these, or you misapply them. 
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Appendix A  
 
Language: In accordance with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this 
course have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded. 
 
Accommodations: Students requiring special testing accommodations or other classroom 
modifications should notify Prof. Coleman and the Office for Students with Disabilities as soon 
as possible: The OSD is located 1010 Sherbrooke Street West, Suite 410 and their website is 
https://www.mcgill.ca/osd/ Phone: 398-6009 (voice), 398-8198 (TDD).  
 
Academic Integrity: McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore, all students must 
understand the meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism, and other academic offenses 
under the Code of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (for more information, see 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). L’université McGill attache une haute importance à 
l’honnêteté académique. Il incombe par conséquent à tous les étudiants de comprendre ce que 
l’on entend par tricherie, plagiat et autres infractions académiques, ainsi que les conséquences 
que peuvent avoir de telles actions, selon le Code de conduite de l’étudiant et des procédures 
disciplinaires (pour de plus amples renseignements, veuillez consulter le site 
www.mcgill.ca/students/srr/honest/). 
 
Academic resources: Students looking for additional assistance with academic reading, study, 
research and writing skills should consult the McGill academic resources website at: 
www.mcgill.ca/students/academicresources/. 
 
Counseling: McGill’s Counseling Service is located in the Brown Student Services Building and 
provides extensive personal, academic, and career counseling to undergraduate and graduate 
students, including workshops on study skills, multiple-choice exams, and test anxiety/stress 
management (Phone: 398-3601, https://www.mcgill.ca/wellness-hub/).  
 
 
 
  


