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A diverse array of political, economic, social and cultural processes has traditionally 
shaped media and communication systems and their governance at the national level, 
rooted within territorial boundaries. Within a context of globalization, however, local and 
national media and communication systems have been forced to evolve, increasingly 
subject to transnational dimensions of media and communication policy. This trend has 
influenced the emergence of a global media and communication system that now 
mandates attention to new policy issues, innovative approaches to these issues, and 
consideration for the assortment of policy actors, processes and structures that support 
their governance. For example, the convergence of the media and telecommunications 
sector, shifting regulatory demands and changing communication needs affect policies 
that operate simultaneously at the local and global levels but which still pass through the 
national domain. 
 
This course will cover key issues that arise in the context of new media policies in 
relation to emergent spaces for global media policy governance. These issues include the 
fundamental relationship between media policy and democracy, the role of civil society 
in shaping global media policy, as well as core topics such as internet governance, 
concentration of media ownership, access to technologies, intellectual property, 
communication rights and the role of media in reflecting cultural diversity.  
 
The course will draw from a variety of policy, institutional, theoretical and analytic texts. 
Students will be encouraged to consider the utility and methods of mapping the shifting 
media policy landscape in order to critically reflect upon issues, opportunities and 
challenges for actors, processes and policy activities taking shape in the global arena.  
 
 
Course format  
 
The course will follow a seminar format. Each regular session will begin with an 
introductory presentation by the professor followed by discussion of the week’s topic. 
Students will be expected to have done the necessary preparation, according to the 
schedule presented at the beginning of the course. Each student will present two or three 
readings during the course of the semester. Some sessions may feature guest speakers or 
other special activities and the course will end with the presentation of student research 
papers. 
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Students will also learn to work with a new, experimental online platform for Mapping 
Global Media Policy (http://www.globalmediapolicy.net/). The platform and project on 
which it is based will be presented in class early in the semester. 
 
Readings 
 
Readings will include selected chapters from the forthcoming Handbook on Global 
Media and Communication Policy (Robin Mansell and Marc Raboy, eds.) to be published 
by Wiley-Blackwell in April 2011. 
 
These and other readings will be available at the beginning of term.  
 
Additional texts may be assigned in class and may include institutional and policy 
documents that are available on-line. 
 
 
Evaluation 
 
Seminar participation (attendance and active participation in class discussion): 20%. 
 
Class presentations (15 minute critical presentations of readings and/or exercises 
involving the Mapping Global Media Policy platform): 30%. 
 
Final paper (5,000-6,000 words + references and appendices): 50% (10% for a 20-minute 
oral presentation in the final week of classes, 40% for the written paper due Friday, April 
8). 
 
 
Electronic communication policy 
 
Whenever possible I will try to answer e-mail within 48 hours (weekends and holidays 
excluded). If your message requires a reply and you have not received one within that 
time frame, please re-send it. Students are advised to check the myCourses web site 
periodically between classes for announcements. 
 
 
Notes  
 McGill University values academic integrity. Therefore all students must understand the 
meaning and consequences of cheating, plagiarism and other academic offences under the Code 
of Student Conduct and Disciplinary Procedures (see http://www.mcgill.ca/integrity for more 
information). 

In accord with McGill University’s Charter of Students’ Rights, students in this course 
have the right to submit in English or in French any written work that is to be graded.  

In the event of extraordinary circumstances beyond the University¹s control, the content 
and/or evaluation scheme in this course is subject to change. 
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Course schedule and reading list (Subject to modification in order to 
accommodate student interest, speaker availability, and real-world events) 
 
Week 1 (Jan. 4): Introduction. Presentation of course plan. Video on “Media 
Governance”. Goals and objectives for the course. 

Raboy, Marc (2007). “Global Media Policy. Defining the Field”, Global Media 
and Communication 3, pp: 343-347. http://media.mcgill.ca/files/GMP_2007.pdf  

Raboy, Marc (2002). “Communication and Globalization: A Challenge for Public 
Policy”. In Street Protests and Fantasy Parks: Globalization, Culture, and the State, 
edited by D. Cameron and J. G. Stein. Vancouver: UBC Press, Chapter 5, pp: 109-140. 
http://media.mcgill.ca/files/2002_UBC.pdf  
 
Week 2 (Jan. 11): Mapping Global Media Policy. Presenting the international global 
media policy mapping project and web-based platform. (Guest: Arne Hintz) 
 (Unsigned, 2010). “Mapping Global Media Policy. Project Overview, July 2010.” 
http://www.globalmediapolicy.net/sites/default/files/Mapping_GMP_Project_Description
.pdf  

Raboy, Marc and Claudia Padovani (2010). “Mapping Global Media Policy: 
Concepts, Frameworks, Methods.” 
http://www.globalmediapolicy.net/sites/default/files/Raboy&Padovani%202010_long%2
0version_final.pdf  
 
Week 3 (Jan. 18): Foundations of Global Media Governance . What is Media Policy? 
What is Global Governance? Communication, Governance and the State 
 Mansell, Robin and Marc Raboy (2011). “Foundations of the Theory and Practice 
of Global Media and Communication Policy” in R. Mansell and M. Raboy, eds., The 
Handbook of Global Media and Communication Policy, Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 
pp. 1-20. [pdf] 

Charnovitz, Steve. (2003). “The Emergence of Democratic Participation in Global 
Governance (Paris, 1919)”. Indiana Journal of Global Legal Studies 10, 1: 45-77. 
http://www.ctevans.net/Versailles/Papers/Charnovitz/IJGLS10-1-Charnovitz.pdf  

Dingwerth, Klaus and Philipp Pattberg. (2006). “Global Governance as a 
Perspective on World Politics”, Global Governance, Volume 12: 185–203. 
http://www.glogov.org/images/doc/GG12_2_Dingwerth_Pattberg1.pdf  

Cameron, David and Janice Gross Stein. (2002). “The State as Place amid Shifting 
Spaces". In Street Protests and Fantasy Parks: Globalization, Culture, and the State, 
edited by D. Cameron and J. G. Stein. Vancouver: UBC Press, Chapter 6, pp. 141-159.  
[e-book] http://site.ebrary.com/lib/mcgill/docDetail.action?docID=10087562  

 
Week 4 (Jan. 25): Theoretical Perspectives on Global Media Governance 

Braman, Sandra. (2006). “Bounding the Domain: Information Policy for the 
Twenty-First Century”, Change of State: Information, Policy and Power, Cambridge, 
MA: MIT Press, Chapter 3, pp. 39-78. [reader] 

Melody, Willam H. (2011). “Whose Global Village?” in Mansell and Raboy, op. 
cit., pp. 58-78. [pdf] 
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Carpentier, Nico (2011). “Policy’s Hubris: Power, Fantasy, and the Limits of 
(Global) Media Policy Interventions”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 113-128. [pdf] 

Padovani, Claudia and Elena Pavan (2011). “Actors and Interactions in Global 
Communication Governance: The Heuristic Potential of a Network Approach”, in 
Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 543-563. [pdf] 
 
Week 5 (Feb. 1): Global Institutions and Processes 

Magder, Ted (2011). “The Origins of International Agreements and Global 
Media: The Post, the Telegraph, and Wireless Communication Before World War I”, in 
Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 23-39. [pdf] 

MacLean, Don (2011). “The Evolution of GMCP Institutions”, in Mansell and 
Raboy, op. cit.,  pp. 40-57. [pdf] 

Grant, Peter S. (2011). “The UNESCO Convention on Cultural Diversity: Cultural 
Policy and International Trade in Cultural Products”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 
336-352. [pdf] 

Calabrese, Andrew and Marco Briziarelli (2011). “Policy Imperialism: Bilateral 
Trade Agreements as Instruments of Media Governance”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., 
pp. 383-394. [pdf] 
 
Weeks 6 and 7 (Feb. 8 and 15):  Some Contemporary Issues in Global Media 
Governance. Selected chapters from the Handbook on Global Media and 
Communication Policy. 

Gallagher, Margaret (2011). “Gender and Communication Policy: Struggling for 
Space”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 451-466. [pdf] 

Jakubowicz, Karol (2011). “Public Service Broadcasting: Product (and Victim?) 
of Public Policy”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 210-229. [pdf] 

Boateng, Boatema (2011). “Whose Democracy? Rights-based Discourse and 
Global Intellectual Property Rights Activism”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 261-
275. [pdf] 

Manyozo, Linje (2011). “Rethinking Communication for Development Policy: 
Some Considerations”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 319-335. [pdf] 

Maxwell, Richard and Toby Miller (2011). “The Environment and Global Media 
and Communication Policy”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 467-485. [pdf] 

Coyer, Kate (2011). “Community Media in a Globalized World: The Relevance 
and Resilience of Local Radio”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 166-179. [pdf] 

Braman, Sandra (2011). “Anti-terrorism and the Harmonization of Media and 
Communication Policy”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 48y6-504. [pdf] 

Pauwels, Caroline and Karen Donders (2011). “From Television without Frontiers 
to the Digital Big Bang: The EU’s Continuous Efforts to Create a Future-proof Internal 
Media Market”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 525-542. [pdf] 
 
Week 8 (Feb. 22): Winter Break – no class 
 
Week 9 (Mar. 1): Researching the Global: Empirical / Theoretical Challenges 
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Mills, C. Wright. (1959). “On Intellectual Craftsmanship,” The Sociological 
Imagination, Oxford: Oxford University Press, Appendix, pp: 195-228. http://www-
rohan.sdsu.edu/~psargent/Mills_Intell_Craft.pdf  

Beck, Ulrich. (2006). “Cosmopolitan Society and its Adversaries,” The 
Cosmopolitan Vision, Cambridge & Malden: Polity Press. Chapter 3. [reader] 

Robins, Kevin. (2006). “Introduction,” The Challenge of Transcultural 
Diversities: Cultural Policy and Cultural Diversity, Strasbourg: Council of Europe 
Publishing. Part 1, pp: 1-48. [reader] 

Karim, Karim H. (2011). “Global Media Policy and Cultural Pluralism”, in 
Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 276-292. [pdf] 
 
Week 10 (Mar. 8): Institutional processes. The case of The World Summit on the 
Information Society (WSIS) 

Klein, Hans (2004). “Understanding WSIS: An Institutional Analysis of the 
World Summit on the Information Society”. Information Technology and International 
Development. [reader] 

Mueller, Milton L., Brenden N. Kuerbis and Christiane Pagé. (2007). 
“Democratizing Global Communication? Global Civil Society and the Campaign for 
Communication Rights in the Information Society”, International Journal of 
Communication, Volume 1: 267-296. http://www.amarc.org/documents/articles/39.pdf  

Pickard, Victor. (2007). “Neoliberal Visions and Revisions in Global 
Communications Policy From NWICO to WSIS,” Journal of Communication Inquiry, 
Volume 31 (2): 118-139. 
http://www.victorpickard.com/upload/Neoliberal%20Visions.pdf  

Raboy, Marc. (2004). “The WSIS as a Political Space in Global Media 
Governance”. Continuum: Journal of Media and Cultural Studies 18 (3): pp. 345-359. 
http://www.lse.ac.uk/Depts/global//EventsPDFs/WSIS%20as%20a%20Political%20Spac
e%20in%20Global%20Media%20Governance.pdf  

Raboy, Marc, Normand Landry and Jeremy Shtern (2010). Digital Solidarities, 
Communication Policy, and Multi-stakeholder Global Governance. New York: Peter 
Lang, Chapter 9, pp. 217-232. http://media.mcgill.ca/files/DigitalSolidarities.pdf  
 
Week 11 (Mar. 15): Issue Clusters.  The Case of Internet Governance 

Kummer, Marcus. (2007). “The Debate on Internet governance: From Geneva to 
Tunis and Beyond,” Information Polity: The International Journal of Government & 
Democracy in the Information Age, Volume 12 (1/2): 5-13. [reader] 

Lessig, Lawrence. (2006). CODE and Other Laws of Cyberspace (Version 2.0). 
New York: Basic Books, Chapters 7 and 8, pp. 120-153. http://pdf.codev2.cc/Lessig-
Codev2.pdf  

MacLean, Don. (2004). “Herding Schrödinger’s Cats: Some Conceptual Tools for 
Thinking about Internet Governance”. Background Paper for the ITU Workshop on 
Internet Governance, Geneva, 26-27 February 2004. 
http://www.itu.int/osg/spu/forum/intgov04/contributions/itu-workshop-feb-04-internet-
governance-background.pdf  

Wu, Timothy and Jack Goldsmith. (2006). Who Controls the Internet: Illusions of 
a Borderless World. New York: Oxford University Press. Part 3: 129-184. [reader] 
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Week 12 (Mar. 22): Research Cluster IV: Communication Rights and the Right to 
Communicate 

Raboy, Marc and Jeremy Shtern (2010). Media Divides: Communication Rights 
and the Right to Communicate in Canada. Vancouver:UBC Press. Introduction and 
Chapter 1, http://www.ubcpress.ca/books/pdf/chapters/2010/MediaDivides.pdf  

Jorgensen, Rikke Frank (2011). “Human Rights and Their Role in Global Media 
and Communication Discourses”, in Mansell and Raboy, op. cit., pp. 95-112. [pdf] 

Calabrese, Andrew. (2004). “The Promise of Civil Society: a Global Movement 
for Communication Rights,” Continuum: Journal of Media & Cultural Studies, Volume 
18 (3): 317-29. 
http://spot.colorado.edu/~calabres/Continuum%20article%20(Calabrese).pdf  

Kuhlen, Rainer. (2004). “Why are communication rights so controversial?” Media 
Development 3: 9-11. http://archive.waccglobal.org/wacc/content/pdf/401  

McIver, William J., William F. Birdsall and Merrilee Rasmussen. (2003). “The 
Internet and the Right to Communicate.” First Monday, 
http://www.firstmonday.org/issues/issue8_12/mciver/. 
 
Week 13 (Mar. 29): Researching Global Media Governance: Methodological 
Challenges 
Brainstorming and discussion of topics of student research papers in preparation. 
 
Week 14 (Apr. 5): Final Presentations of Student Papers 
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