
W		h		a		t		’		S		U		P		?				F		a		l		l			2		0		1		5	
News	of	the	School	of	Urban	Planning	at	McGill	University															
.............................................................................................................................	
Chers	amis	et	collègues	/	dear	friends	and	collegues,	

Voilà	 encore	 une	 année	 qui	 touche	 à	 sa	 fin.	Mes	 collègues	 et	moi	 espérons	
qu’elle	vous	aura	beaucoup	donné	et	qu’elle	sera	suivie	par	une	année	encore	
meilleure.	As	we	are	about	 to	enter	a	new	year,	my	colleagues	and	 I	would	
like	 to	 share	 some	 news,	 including,	 alas,	 very	 sad	 news	 on	 a	 alumna	 who	
meant	a	lot	to	us	(see	sidebar),	and	also	to	wish	you	an	excellent	year	ahead.	
With	warm	greetings	from	all	of	us	/	très	cordialement,		
Raphaël	

A	PLANNER’S	MANDATE	
The	big	political	news	of	the	Fall,	of	course,	was	the	election	of	a	new	federal	
government.	 Although	 planners	 have	 varied	 political	 beliefs	 and	 allegiances	
and	 although	mere	words	 are	 not	 enough	 to	 convince	 us	 that	 good	 policy-
making	lies	ahead,	the	planning	community	should	probably	be	pleased	with	
the	“Mandate	Letter”	that	Prime	Minister	Trudeau	addressed	to	his	Minister	
of	 Infrastructure	 and	 Communities,	 Amarjeet	 Sohi	 (a	 former	 Edmonton	 city	
councillor).	Much	of	it	reflects	what	we	preach	to	our	students.	The	Minister	
is	 asked	 to	 engage	 in	 a	 “constructive	 dialogue	with	 Canadians,	 civil	 society,	
and	 [all]	 stakeholders.”	 He	 must	 make	 sure	 that	 work	 in	 his	 ministry	 “is	
undertaken	 in	 a	 professional	 manner	 and	 that	 decisions	 are	 made	 in	 the	
public	 interest.”	 He	 must	 “thoughtfully	 consider	 the	 professional,	 non-
partisan	 advice	 of	 public	 servants”	 and	 remember	 that	 their	 ambition	 is	 to	
improve	“the	lives	of	all	Canadians.”	The	Prime	Minister’s	expression	of	trust	
in	 the	 professionalism	 and	 civicmindedness	 of	 civil	 servants	will	 have	 to	 be	
followed	by	concrete	actions;	but	its	symbolic	importance	is	real.		

The	Mandate	Letter	spells	out	a	number	of	substantive	priorities	for	minister	
Sohi:	 planning	 “to	 deliver	 significant	 new	 funding”	 to	 provinces,	 territories	
and	municipalities,	helping	communities	develop	their	public-transit	systems,	
their	 “social	 infrastructure,	 including	 affordable	 housing”	 and	 their	 “green	
infrastructure,	 including	 [...]	climate	resilient	 infrastructure,”	and	working	to	
upgrade	 “essential	 physical	 [and	 social]	 infrastructure	 for	 Indigenous	
communities.”		That	is	an	ambitious	mandate.	

DAVID	BROWN	AWARD	
At	a	wonderful	wine-and-cheese,	in	an	Exhibition	Room	full	of	David	Farley’s	
paintings,	over	a	hundred	alumni,	students	and	colleagues	came	together	on	
October	24	to	mark	the	retirement	of	David	Brown.	Dean	Jim	Nicell	spoke	of	
David’s	 many	 contributions	 to	 McGill	 and	 to	 the	 planning	 profession.	 The	
event	also	marked	the	official	launch	of	the	David	Brown	Award	for	Planning	
Research	 and	 Education	 in	 Developing	 Areas.	 The	 award	 was	 set	 up	 with	
contributions	 from	 David	 Brown	 and	 Ginette	 Lamontagne,	 from	WSP	 (with	
which	David	has	done	planning	work	in	the	Carribean)	and	from	the	School	of	
Urban	Planning.	It	will	help	students	understand	the	challenges	of	urban	life	
and	 of	 urban	 planning	 in	 developing	 countries	 and	 to	 expand	 their	
worldviews.	 It	 will	 fund	 student	 travel,	 projects	 with	 partners	 abroad,	 and	
presentations	at	McGill.	 This	award	 is	one	more	 thing,	among	many	others,	
for	which	the	School	owes	David	eternal	thanks.	

In	memoriam:	Andrea	Gabor	

Andrea	Gabor,	a	graduate	of	the	School	
and	 past	 President	 of	 the	 Canadian	
Instituted	of	 Planners,	 passed	away	on	
December	24,	2015.	She	was	a	partner	
at	Urban	Strategies	and	won	numerous	
awards	 of	 excellence	 in	 urban	 design	
and	 planning.	 She	 served	 on	 the	
School’s	 advisory	 committee	 for	 many	
years	and	helped	many	of	its	graduates	
in	their	careers.	Canadian	planning	has	
suffered	a	major	loss.	

Retirement	of	Anand	Sood	

	

Every	good	 thing	eventually	comes	 to	an	
end.		After	nearly	three	decades	of	service	
to	the	university,	our	dear	Administrative	
Assistant	 is	 going	 on	 a	 well-deserved	
retirement.	 Anand	 will	 be	 missed	 very	
much,	 by	 many	 people.	 She	 served	 the	
school	under	four	directors,	David	Farley,	
Jeanne	Wolfe,	David	Brown	and	Raphaël	
Fischler.	 She	 did	 so	 with	 great	 devotion,	
going	beyond	the	call	of	duty	to	keep	our	
administration	in	good	order,	support	the	
work	 of	 faculty	 and	 students,	 and	
organise	 events	 that	 enriched	 the	 life	 of	
the	school.	

We	 toasted	 Anand	 at	 the	 end-of-year	
party	 that	 the	 School	 held	 on	 December	
4,	 at	 the	 home	 of	 David	 Brown	 and	
Ginette	 Lamontagne.	 A	 few	 days	 later,	
we	had	a	little	farewell	lunch	with	her.	In	
the	 photograph	 above,	 Anand	 is	
surrounded	 by	 (clockwise	 from	 top	 left)	
Richard	Shearmur,	David	Wachsmuth,	Nik	
Luka,	Raphaël	Fischler,	Jane	Glenn,	David	
Farley,	Gladys	Chan	and	Madhav	Badami.	



Talks,	talks,	talks	

The	 School	 continues	 to	 host	 speakers	
from	 other	 universities	 and	 countries.		
This	 Fall,	we	welcomed	 Lorena	 Zárate,	
President	 of	 the	 Habitat	 International	
Coalition,	 who	 talked	 about	 the	 social	
agenda	 that	 she	 champions	 for	 the	
upcoming	global	Habitat	III	conference,	
Ana	Moreno-Monroy,	 a	 scholar	 at	 the	
London	 School	 of	 Economics,	 who	
presented	 her	 research	 on	 the	 link	
betweenn	 public-transit	 accessibility	
and	 socio-economic	 vulnerability	 in	
South	 America,	 and	 Salvador	 Rueda,	
the	 founder	and	head	of	 the	Barcelona	
Urban	 Ecology	 Agency,	 who	 spoke	 of	
his	 work	 to	 make	 his	 city	 and	 cities	
worldwide	 more	 socially	 and	
environmentally	 sustainable.	 Other	
speakers	 included	 Jennifer	 Robert-
Colomby	 (Women	 in	 Cities	 Interna-
tional),	 David	 Wachsmuth	 (SUP),	 Ron	
Williams	 (author	 of	 a	 history	 of	
landscape	 architecture	 in	 Canada),	
Christopher	 Barrington-Leigh	 (IHSP	 &	
Environment),	 Mona	 Luxion	 (Ph.D.	
candidate)	 and	 MUP	 students	 who	
presented	their	internship	work.			

	

Graduation	Fall	2015	

On	 November	 10,	 nine	 MUP	 students	
and	 one	 PhD	 student	 earned	 their	
degrees.	 	 They	are	 (from	 lef	 to	 right	 in	
the	photograph	below)	MUP	graduates	
Jorge	 Garza	 Rodriguez,	 Nour	 El-Saheb,	
Angie	 Ning,	 Eleni	 Taye,	 Tiffany	 Vong,	
Emilie	 Langlois-Patterson,	 Jodran	
Rockerbie,	 Danielle	 DeMarsh	 and	 Alon	
Goldstein	 (&	 son)	 and	 PhD	 graduate	
Rigoberto	 Alvarado.	 See	 page	 3	 for	
profiles	of	graduates	from	earlier	years.	

	

RECENT	PUBLICATIONS	
Our	 professors	 publish	 their	 research	 in	 journal	 articles,	 book	 chapters	 and	
books	on	a	great	variety	of	topics.	This	variety	reflects	the	multidisciplinarity	
of	the	field.	But	as	the	list	below	shows,	my	colleagues	and	I	share	a	concern	
with	 social	 equity	 and	 and	with	 actual	 policy-making.	 	 (Bold	 type	 in	 the	 list	
below	designates	a	professor,	adjunct	professor	or	student	in	the	school.)	

M.	Badami	and	N.	Ramankutty,	“Urban	Agriculture	and	Food	Security:	A	
Critique	Based	on	an	Assessment	of	Urban	Land	Constraints,	Global	Food	
Security,	Mar.	2015.	Given	the	amount	of	land	needed	to	meet	a	family’s	
needs	in	vegetables,	urban	agriculture	can,	paradoxically,	contribute	better	to	
urban	food	security	in	high-income	countries	than	in	low-income	countries.		

L.	Bornstein	and	K.	Leetmaa,	“Moving	Beyond	Indignation:	Stakeholder	
Tactics,	Legal	Tools	and	Community	Benefits	in	Large-Scale	Redevelopment	
Projects,”	Oñati	Socio-Legal	Series,	Feb.	2015.	Municipal	government	and	
civil-society	organisations	can	use	various	tools	to	make	large-scale	urban	
projects	serve	the	local	community	and	its	social	and	environmental	needs,	
and	not	only	regional	or	global	interests.		

El-Geneidy,	R.	Buliung,	E.	Diab,	D.	van	Lierop	and	A.	Legrain,	“Non-Stop	
Equity:	Assessing	Daily	Intersections	Between	Transit	Accessibility	and	Social	
Disparity	Across	the	Greater	Toronto	and	Hamilton	Area	(GTHA),”	Environ-
ment	and	Planning	B:	Planning	and	Design,	Nov.	2015.	Access	to	jobs	by	
public	transit	is	in	fact	better	in	poorer	areas	of	the	GTHA	than	in	richer	areas,	
but	the	difference	depends	on	the	time	of	day.	Equity	assessments	of	public	
transit	should	therefore	consider	temporal	variations	in	levels	of	service.	

R.	Fischler,	“Émergence	du	zonage	à	Montréal,	1840	–	1914,”	in	La	
gouvernance	montréalaise:	de	la	ville-frontière	à	la	métropole,	L.	Robichaud,	
H.	Bérubé	&	D.	Fyson,	eds.,	Montréal:	Institut	du	Patrimoine,	UQAM,	2014.	
Land-use	and	building	regulations	have	a	long	history	before	comprehensive	
zoning	codes	were	adopted.	Their	adoption	reflects	the	construction	of	
political	and	administrative	mechanisms	for	managing	urban	life	and	urban	
development.	

N.	Luka,	“Cottaging:	A	Life	of	Liminality,”	in	The	Land	Between:	An	
Appreciation	and	History,	T.	McIlwraith,	ed.,	Toronto:	Fitzhenry	&	Whiteside,	
2013.	Ontario’s	cottage	country	is	a	complex	environment	in	which	part-time	
and	full-time	residents	realise	varied	notions	of	dwelling	and	place	in	homes	
and	landscapes,	at	the	margin	of	city	and	nature.			

M.	Polèse,	R.	Shearmur	and	L.	Terral,	La	France	avantagée:	Paris	et	la	
nouvelle	économie	des	régions,	Paris:	Editions	Odile	Jacob,	2014.	France	has	
successfully	righted	the	imbalance	that	used	to	exist	between	Paris	and	the	
rest	of	the	country.		Transportation	infrastructure	(in	particular	the	TGV)	and	
centrifugal	forces	have	helped	regional	growth	centres	develop	while	Paris	
faces	the	challenge	of	global	competition.	

D.	Wachsmuth,	“Metaregions	and	the	Urban	Question:	The	New	Strategic	
Terrain	for	US	Urban	Competitiveness,”	in	Megaregions:	Globalization's	New	
Urban	Form?,	J.	Harrison	and	M.	Hoyler,	eds.	(Northampton,	Mass.:	Edward	
Elgar,	2015).	Although	megaregions	are	increasingly	integrated	in	terms	of	
commuting	patterns,	social	life	and	economic	activities,	it	is	too	simple	to	see	
them	as	individual	actors	in	global	competition.		Megaregions	are	complex,	
hybrid	networks	in	which	competition	and	competitiveness	policies	work	at	
various	geographic	scales.



ALUMNI	PROFILES	:		showcasing	a	few	MUP	students	who	graduated	in	the	years	1990	-	2014	

	

Since	2006,	Kalen	Anderson	has	steadily	risen	through	the	ranks	at	the	City	of	Edmonton,	where	she	has	been	an	
advocate	of	sustainable	neighbourhood	development.	After	serving	as	Director	of	Urban	Policy	+	Analysis,	she	was	
just	 named	Director	of	 City-Wide	Planning	 Services,	 a	division	of	Current	Planning.	 	As	head	of	 a	 team	of	 sixty	
professionals	 and	 support	 staff,	 she	 is	 the	 lead	 planner	 and	 city	 council	 advisor	 on	 the	 review	 of	 area	 and	
neighbourhood	 structure	 plans	 and	 of	 land	 development	 applications,	 the	 approval	 of	 new	 subdivisions,	 the	
revision	 of	 zoning	 regulations	 and	 the	 organisation	 of	 collaborative	 and	 consultative	 processes	 involving	
developers,	residents	and	other	stakeholders.	

	

After	graduating	 from	the	SUP	 in	2011,	 J.	Adam	Dudeck	 started	working	as	a	planner	 for	 the	McGill	University	
Health	Centre,	with	a	focus	on	the	campus	of	the	Montreal	General	Hospital.		In	the	New	Year,	he	will	take	on	a	
new	and	exciting	 senior	planning	position	with	 the	Montreal	Neurological	 Institute.	 	He	will	 be	 responsible	 for	
overseeing	 planning	 activities	 for	 the	 Institute	 in	 its	 current	 location	 on	 University	 Street,	 but	 he	 will	 also	 be	
leading	the	planning	process	 for	the	development	of	a	new	Neuro	facility	at	the	Glen	Campus,	next	to	the	new	
MUHC	superhospital.	

	

Grant	Fletcher	specialized	in	transportation	and	land-use	planning	in	his	MUP.	Upon	graduation	in	2012,	he	went	
to	work	at	Steer	Davies	Gleave	 in	London	 (UK)	on	 infrastructure	planning,	development	planning	and	transport	
planning.	 He	 helped	 to	 shape	 the	 future	 of	 London	 by	 contributing	 to	 two	major	 Underground	 infrastructure	
projects,	the	Northern	Line	Extension	and	the	Bank	Station	Capacity	Upgrade,	and	to	other	projects	that	increased	
transport	capacity	and	unlocked	new	land	for	redevelopment.	Grant	has	recently	left	SDG	to	work	with	ARUP,	the	
global	planning	and	engineering	firm,	on	their	operations	team,	where	he	will	be	planning	the	transport	elements	
of	major	events	such	as	Olympic	games	and	World	Fairs	and	of	major	urban	development	projects.	

	

François	Goulet,	who	graduated	in	1990,	has	built	a	25-year	career	in	housing	at	the	Ville	de	Montréal	and	was	
one	of	the	designers	of	the	city’s	current	housing	policy.	In	the	past	ten	years,	has	been	project	manager	for	social	
and	 community	 housing	 development	 for	 the	 city.	 François	 has	 also	 developed	 expertise	 in	 communications.	
While	at	McGill,	 François	wrote	 for	Le	Devoir	 and	 for	Québec	Science;	 at	 the	 city,	he	 served	 in	media	 relations	
during	 the	 ice	 storm	of	1998	and	other	events;	 at	 the	Ordre	des	urbanistes,	he	was	editor-in-chief	of	Urbanité	
from	 2005	 to	 2010	 (and	 continues	 to	 contribute	 to	 the	 magazine).	 In	 addition,	 François	 teaches	 housing,	
communication,	negotiation	and	citizen	participation	to	planning	students	at	the	Université	de	Montréal.	

	

After	graduating	from	the	MUP	program	in	2002,	Yona	Jébrak	earned	a	doctorate	in	urban	studies	at	UQÀM	and	
INRS-Urbanisation	Culture	Société.	She	is	now	a	professor	in	the	Département	d’études	urbaines	et	touristiques	at	
UQÀM,	 where	 she	 has	 quickly	 developed	 an	 impressive	 publication	 list	 and	 assumed	 administrative	
responsibilities.	Since	her	undergraduate	studies	at	UQÀM,	Yona	has	been	interested	in	heritage	conservation,	in	
particular	 in	 the	 reconstruction	 of	 cities	 after	 wars	 and	 natural	 disasters.	 She	 has	 developed	 international	
expertise	on	urban	revitalisation,	on	heritage	policy	and	on	urban	resilience,	a	topic	of	growing	importance.		

	

Kayla	Pagliocchini	 graduated	 in	2014	and	now	works	 for	 the	Government	of	Alberta	on	 strategic	planning	and	
collaborative	projects	to	make	the	best	use	possible	of	its	real	estate	portfolio.	The	province’s	buildings	are	aging	
while	demands	from	a	growing	population	are	increasing;	older	buildings	that	become	surplus	properties	can	be	
given	new	uses.	Kayla	is	leading	the	study	for	the	reuse	of	several	buildings.	Her	report	on	the	old	Royal	Alberta	
Museum,	structured	according	to	guidelines	used	in	studio	projects	at	the	school,	has	become	the	template	for	all	
such	studies	in	her	department.	She	writes:	“So	let	your	students	know	that	all	those	long	days	and	nights	working	
on	studio	projects	will	pay	off	and	separate	them	from	the	rest!”	

	

From	 his	 graduation	 from	 the	MUP	 program,	 in	 2002,	 to	 this	 New	 Year,	Mark	 Redwood	 worked	 at	 Canada’s	
International	Development	Research	Centre.	There,	he	led	the	Climate	Change	program	that	supported	research	
in	nearly	50	countries	on	how	to	minimize	the	impacts	of	climate	change	on	vulnerable	settlements	in	developing	
countries.	 	This	work	was	a	key	part	of	Canada’s	contribution	to	international	efforts	and	was	showcased	at	the	
Paris	Climate	Change	Conference	 in	December	2015.	Mark	was	one	of	 three	experts	 the	Canadian	government	
made	 available	 for	 consultation	 to	 the	 global	 media	 at	 the	 event.	 Starting	 in	 early	 2016,	 Mark	 will	 be	 Vice	
President	of	Water,	Sanitation	and	Environment	with	Cowater	International,	a	Canadian	consulting	firm	that	helps	
to	deliver	clean	water	and	improve	service	delivery	across	the	globe.	

We	would	like	to	build	a	larger	portfolio	of	alumni	profiles.	Please	send	your	paragraph	of	text	and	photograph	to	sarah.gelbard@mail.mcgill.ca.	


